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EORGE WASHING- 
"> TON, the "Father of 
his Country" and its 
first President, 1 789- 
'97, was born Febru- 
ary 22, 1732, in Wash- 
ington Parish, West- 
moreland County, Virginia. 
His father, Aiio;ustine Wash- 
ington, first married Jane But- 
ler, who bore him four chil- 
dren, and March 6, 1730, he 
married Marv I3all. Of six 
children by his second mar- 
riage, George was the eldest, 
the others being Bettj, Samuel, John, Au> 
gustine, Charles and Mildred, of whom the 
vounnfcst died in infancy. Little is known 
of the early years of Washington, beyond 
the fact that the house in which he was 
born was burned during his early child- 
hood, and that his father thereupon moved 
to another farm, inherited from his paternal 
ancestors, situated in Stafford County, on 
the north bank of the Rappahannock, where 
he acted as agent of the Principio Iron 
Works in the immediate vicinity, and died 
there in 1 743. 

From earliest childhood George devel- 
oped a noble character. He had a vigorous 
constitution, a fine form, and great bodily 
Strength. His education was somewhat de- 



fective, being confined to the elcmentarv 
branches taught him by his moliicr and at 
a neighboring school. He developed, how* 
ever, a fondness for mathematics, and en- 
joyed in that branch the instructions of a 
private teacher. On leaving schotjl he re- 
sided for some time at Mount Vernon with 
his half brother. Lawrence, who acted as 
his guardian, and who had married a daugh- 
ter of his neighbor at Belvoir on the Poto- 
mac, the wealthy William Fairfax, for some 
time president of the executive council of 
the colony. Botli I'.iirfax and his son-in-law, 
Lawrence Washington, had served with dis- 
tinction in 1740 as officers of an American 
battalion at the siege of Carthagena, and 
were friends and correspondents of Admiral 
Vernon, for whom the latter's residence on 
the Potomac has been named. George's 
inclinations were for a similar career, and a 
midshipman's warrant was procured for 
him, probably through the influence of the 
Admiral ; but through the opposition of his 
mother the project was abandoned. The 
family connection with the Fairfaxes, how- 
ever, opened another career for the young 
man, who, at the age of sixteen, was ap- 
pointed surveyor to the immense estates of 
the eccentric Lord Fairfax, who was then 
on a visit at Rcivoir, and whoshortly after- 
ward established his baronial residence at 
Greenway Court, in the Shenandoah Valley. 
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Three years were passed by young Wash- 
iofrton in a rcmifh Irontter life, gaining ex- 
perience which afterward provwl very es- 

Scntial to him. 

In 175 1» when llic Virginia militia were 
put under training with a view to active 
service agaii^ PrBnce»)nrashington, though 

only nineteen years of ag^c, wrr; appointed 
Adjutant with the rank oi Major. In Sep- 
tember of that year the failing health of 
Lawrence Washington rendered it neccs- 
sarv for him to seek a warmer climate, and 
Ge irge accompanied him in a voyage to 
Bar ladocs. They returned early in 1752, 
and Lawrence shortly afterward died> leav- 
ing his large property to an infant daughter. 
In his will Gcorg^e was named one of the 
executors and as eventual lieir to Mount 
Vernon, and by the death of the infant niece 
soon succeeded to that estate. 

On the arrival of Robert Dinwiddle as 
Lieutenant-Governor ot Virginia in 1752 
the militia was reorganized, and the prov- 
ince divided into four districts. \Vashin>;- 
ton was commissioned by Dinwiddle Adju- 
tant-General of the Northern District in 
1753, and in November of that year a most 
important as well as hazardous mission was 
assigned him. This was to proceed to the 
Canadian posts recently established on 
French Creek, near Lake Erie, to demand 
in the name of the King of England the 
withdrawal of the French from a territory 
claimed by \'iii;inia. This euleijuisc had 
been declined by more than one othccr, 
since it involved a journey through an ex- 
tensive and almost uncxplotrd wilderness 
in the occupancy of savage Indian tribes, 
either hostile to the English, or of doubtful 
attachment. Major Washington, however, 
accepted the commission with alacrity ; and, 
accompanied bv Captain Gist, he readied 
Fort Le Boeuf on French Creek, delivered 
his dispatches and received reply, which, of 
course, was a polite refusal to surrender the 
posts. This reply was of such a character 



as to induce the Assembly of Virginia to 
authorize the executive to raise a regunem 
of 300 men for the purpose of maintaining 

the asserted rif^hts of the British crown 
over the territory claimed. As Washing- 
ton declined to be a candidate for that post, 
the command of this raiment was given to 
Colonel Joshua Fry, and ^^ai(>r Washing- 
ton, at his own request, was commissioned 
Lieutenant-Colonel. On the march to Ohio, 
news was received that a parly previously 
sent to build a fort at the eonfluencc of the 
Monongahcia with the Ohio had been 
driven back by a con»derable French force, 
which had completed the work there be- 
gun, and named it Fort Duquesne, in honor 
of the Marquis Duf|uesne. then Governor 
iti Canada. This was the beginning of tiie 
great ** French and Indian war,** which con- 
tinued seven years. On the death of Colonel 
Fry, Washington succeeded to the com- 
mand of the regiment, and so well did he 
fulfill his trust that the Virginia Assembly 
commissioned him as Commander-in-Chief 
of all the fortes raised in (he colony. 

A cessation of all Indian hostility on the 
frontier having followed the expulsion of 
the French from the Ohio, the object of 
VVnshinj^ton was arrompllslied and he re- 
signed his commission as Commander-in- 
Chief of the Virginia forces. lie then pro- 
ceeded to Williamsburg to take his seat in 
the General Assembly, of which he had 
been elected a member. 

January 17, 1759, WasliingKni married 
Mrs. Martha (Dandridge) Custis, a young 
and beautiful widow of great wealth, and de- 
voted himself for the ensuing fifteen vcars 
to the quiet pursuits of agricuiiuie, inter- 
rupted only by his annual, attendance in 
winter upon the Colonial Legislature at 
W'lliamsbnrsi-, until snmtnoncd by his 
country to enter upon that other arena in 
which his fame was to become world wide. 

It is unnecessarv here to trace the details 
of the struggle upon the question of lo^( 
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seti-govemment, which, after ten years, cuU 

minated by act of Parliament of the port of 
Boston. It was at the instance of Virginia 
that a congress of all the colonies was called 
to meet at Phibdelphia September 5, 1774, 
to secure their common liberties — if possible 
by peaceful means. To this Congrcs.s 
Colonel Washington was sent as a dele- 
gate. On dissolving in October, it recom- 
mended the colonies to send deputies to 
another Congress the following;; spring. In 
the meantime several o\ the colonies felt 
impelled to raise local forces to repel in- 
sults and aggressions on the part of British . 
troop?, so that on the assembling ot the next 
Congress, May 10, I77S» '^^^ prepara- 
tions of the mother country were unmis- 
takable. The battles of Concord and Lex- 
ington had been foiit^ht. Among the earliest 
acts, therefore, of the Congress was the 
selection of a commander-in-chief of the 
colonial forces. This office was unani- 
moush' conferred uiion Washing-ton, still a 
member of the Coni^ress. lie accepted it 
on June 19, but on tlie express condition he 
should receive no salary. 

He immediately repaired to the vicinity 
of Boston, af^ninst which point the British ■ 
ministrj' had concentrated their forces. As 
early as April General Gage had 3,000 
troops in and around this proscribed city. 
During the fall and winter the British policy 
clearly indicated a purpose to divide pub- 
tic sentiment and to build up a British party 
in the colonies. Those who sided with the 
ministry were stigmatized by the patriots 
as *' Tories," while the patriots took to them- 
selves the name of " Whigs." 

As early as 1776 the leading men had 
come to the conclusion that there was no 
hope except in separation and indepen- 
dence. In May of that year Washington 
wrote from the head of the army in New 
York: "A reconciliation with Great Brit- 
ain is imfK)Ssible When I took 

command of the armji 1 abhorred the idea 



of independence ; but I am now fully satis* 

fied that nothing else will save us." 

It is not the object o( this sketch to trace 
the military acts ol the patriot hero, to 
whose hands the fortunes and liberties of 
the United States were confided during the 
seven years' bloody struggle that ensued 
until the treaty of 1783, in which England 
acknowledged the independence of each of 
the thirteen States, and negotiated with 
them, jointiv, as separate sovereignties. The 
merits of VVashington as a military chief- 
tain have been considerably discussed, espe- 
cially by writers in his own country. Dur- 
ing the war he was mo.st bitterly asjuiiled 
for incompetency, and great efforts were 
made to displace him ; but he never for a 
moment lost the confidence of either the 
Congress or the people, December 4. 1783, 
the great commander took ]eave of his offi- 
cers in most affectionate and patriotic terms, 
and went to Annapolis, Maryland, where 
the Congress of the States was in session, 
and to that bodv, when peace and order 
prevailed everywhere, resigned his com- 
mission and retired to Mount Vernon. 

It was in 1788 that Washington was called 
to the chief magistracy fif the nation. He 
received every electoral vote cast in all the 
colleges of the States voting for the office 
of President. The 4th of March, 1789, was 
the time appointed for the Government of 
the United States to begin its operations, 
but several weeks elapsed before quorums 
of both the newly constituted houses of the 
Congress were assembled. The city of^ Xe-,v 
York was the place where the Coagrcts 
then met. April 16 Washington left his 
home to enter upon the discharge of his 
new duties. He set out with a purpose ol 
traveling privately, and without attracting 
any public attention ; but this was imjKissi- 
ble. Everywhere on his way he was met 
with thronging crowds, eager to see the 
man whom they regarded as the t hief de- 
fender of their liberties, and everywhere 
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he was hailed with those public manifesta- 
tions of joy, regard and love which spring 

spontaneously from the hearts of an affec- 
tionatr and trratcfnl people. His reception 
in New York was marked by a grandeur i 
and an enthusiasm never before witnessed 
in that metropolis. Tlie inatifjfuration took 
place April 3o,in the presenceof an immense 
multitude which had assembled to witness 
the new and imposing ceremony. The oath 
of office was administered by Robert R. 
Livingston, Chancellor of the State. When \ 
this sacred pledge was given, he retired 
with the other offidals into the Senate 
chamber, where he delivered his inaugural 
address to both hfuises of the newl)' con- 
stituted Congress in joint assembly. 

In the manifold details of his civil ad- 
ministration, Washington proved himself 
equal to the requirements of his position. 
The greater ptirtioa of the first session of i 
the first Congress was occupied in passing | 
the necessary statutes for putting the new 
organization into complete operation. In ^ 
the discussi(ms brought up in the course of 
this legislation the nature and character oi 
the new system came under general review. 
On no one of them did any decided antago. 
nism of opinion arise. All held it to be a 
limited government, clothed only with spe- 
cific powers conferred by delegation from 
the States. There w.is no change in the 
name nf tlie leLrislative department; it sfill 
remained "the Congress of the United 
States of America." There was no change 
in the original flag of the country, and none 
in the seal, which still remains with the 
Grecian escutcheon borne by the eagle, 
with other emblems, under the great and 
expressive motto, " £ fituriius Umtm.** 

The first division of ixirtirs arose upon 
the manner ■)f ronstr-uin^ tin- powcts dele- 
gated, and they were first styled *• strict 
constructionists" and latitudinarian con- 
structionists." The former were for con- 
fining the action of the Government strictly 



within its ^cific and limited sphere, while 
the others were for enlarging its powers by 

inference and implication. Hamilton and 
[efferson, both members of the first cabine*. 
were regarded as the chief leader^ respect 
ively, of these rising antagonistic parties 
which have existed, under different names 
from that day to tliis. Washington 'vas re- 
garded as holding a neutral position between 
them, though, by mature deliberation, he 
vetoc!(i the first apportionment bill, in 1790, 
[lassed by the [larty headed by Hamilton, 
which was based upon a principle construct- 
ively leading to centralization or consoli- 
dation. This was the first exercise of the 
veto power under the present Constitution, 
it created considerable excitement at the 
time. Another bill was soon passed in pur- 
suance of Mr. Jefferson's views, which has 
been adiiered to in pr inciple in every ftp 
portionment act passed since. 

At the second session of the new Con. 
gress, Washington announced the gratify*- 
ing fact of " the accession of North Caro. 
lina'' to the Constitution of 1787, and jnne 
I of the same year he announced by special 
message the like ** accession of the State of 
Rhode Island," with his congratnlations on 
the happv event which " united uiult-r the 
general Government" all the States which 
were originally confederated. 

In 1792, at the second Presidential elec- 
tion, Washington was desirous to retire; 
but lie yielded ti> the general wish ot the 
country, and was again chosen President 
by the unanimous vote of every electoral 
college. At the third eiectroii, I/i/j, he was 
iigain most urgently entreated to consent to 
remain in the executive chair. This he 
positively refused. In September, before 
the election, he ii^avc to his couiitrvrncn fiis 
memorable I-Virewell .AddreS-S, winch in lan- 
guage, sentiment and patriotism was a tit 
and crowning glory of his illustrious life. 
After March 4, 1797, he again retired to 
Mount Vernon for peace, quiet and repose. 
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His administration for the two terms had 
been successful beyond the expectation and 
hopes of even the most sanguine of his 
friends. The finances of the country were 
no longer in an embarrassed condition, the 
public credit was fully restored, life was 
given to every department of industry, the 
workings of the new system in allowing 
Congress to raise revenue from duties on 
imports proved to be not onlv harmonious 
in its federal action, but astonishing in its 
results upon the commerce and trade of all 
the States. The exports from the Union 
increased from $19,000,000 to over $;6,ooo, 
000 per annum, while the imports increased 
in about the same proportion. Three new 
members had been added to the Union. The 
iroj^ress of the States in their new career 
under their new organization thus far was 
exceedingly encouraging, not only to the 
friends of liberty within their own limits, 
but to their sympathizing allies in all cUmes 
and countries. 

01 the call agaui made on this lUu.strious 



chief to quit his repose at Mount Vernon 
and take command of all the United States 
forces, with the rank of Lieutenant-General, 
when war -was threatened with France in 
1798, nothing need here be stated, except tO 
note the fact ar, an unmistakable testimo- 
nial of the high regard in which he was still 
held by his countrymen, of all shades of po- 
litical opinion. He pntriotically accepted 
this trust, but a treaty of peace put a stop 
to all action under it. He again retired to 
Mount Vernon, where^ after a short and 
severe illness, he died December 14, 1799, 
in the sixtv-eighth year of his ag'e. The 
whole country was filled with gloom by this 
sad intelligence. Men of all parties in poli- 
tics and creeds in religion, in every Stale 
in the Union, united with Congress in *' pay- 
ing honor to the man, first in war, first in 
peace, and first in the hearts of his country- 
men,** 

His remains were deposited in a fami'.j 
vault on the banks of the Potomac at Mount 
Vernon, where they still lie entombed. 
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O [ { X ADAMS, the second 

!'[ ■siflcnt of the United 
States, 1797 to 1801. was 
Ixjm in the present town 

# ' ftS^ of Quincy, then a portion 

^ of Braintree, Massachu- 

' setts, October 30, 1735. His 
^ father was a farmer of mod- 
erate means, a worthy and 
in lustrious man. He was 
a deacon in the cimrch, and 
'' was very desirous of giving 
his son a collegiate educa. 
tion, hoping that he would 
become a minister of the 
gospel. But, as up to this 
time^ the age of fourteen, he had been only 
a play-boy in the fields and forests, he had 
no tasic for books, he chose farming. On 
being set to work, however, by his father 
out in the held, the very first day con. 
verted the boy into a lover of books. 

Accordingly, at the age of sixteen he 
entered Harvard College, and graduated in 
1755, at the age of twenty, highly esteemed 
for integrity, energy and ability. Thus, 
having no capital but his education, he 
started out info the sformv world at a time 
of great political excitement, as France and 
Bngkuid were then engaged in their great 
seven-years struggle for the mastery over 
the New World. The fire of patriotism 



I seixed young Adams, and for a tiaie tie 

studied over the question whether he 
should take to the law, to politics or the 
. army. He wrote a remarkable letter to a 
I friend, making prophecies concerning the 
future greatness of this country which have 
since been more than fulfilled. For two 
years he taught school and studied law. 
wasting no odd moments, and at the early 
age of twenty-two years he opened a law 
office in his native town. His inherited 
powers of mind and untiring devotion to 
his profession caused him to rise rapidly 
in public esteem. 

In October, 1764, Mr. Adams married 
Miss Abigail Smith, daughter of a clergy- 
man at Weymouth and a lady of rare per< 
sonal and intellectual endowments, who 
afterward contributed much to her bus* 
band's celebrity. 

Soon the oppression of the British in 
America reached its climax. The Boston 
merchants employed an attorney by the 
name of James Otis to argue tlie legality of 
oppressive tax law before the Superior 
Gcnirt Adams heard the argument, and 
afterward wrote to a friend concerning the 
ability displayed, as follows: "Otis was a 
flame of tire. With a promptitude of 
classical allusion, a depth of research, a 
rapid summary of historical events and 
dates, a profusion of legal authorities and a 
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prophetic glance into futurity, he hurried 
away all be fore him. American independence 
was then and t/ure born. Every man of an 
immensely crovr<kd audience appeared to 
mc to go away, as I did, ready to take up 
arms." 

Soon Mr. Adams wrote an essay to be 
read before the literary club of his town, 
upon the state of affairs, which was so able 

as to attract public attention. It was pub 
lishcd in .\merican journals, republished 
in England, and was pronounced by the 
friends of the colonists there as " one of the 
very best productions ever seen from North 
America." 

The memorable Stamp Act was now 
issued, and Adams entered with all the 
ardor of his soul into political life in order 

to resist it. He drew up a series of reso- 
lutions remonstrating against the act, which 



lishing the principle that the infamous 

royal prerogative of impressment could 
have no existence in the colonial code. 
But in 1770 Messrs. Adams and Josiah 
Quincy defended a party of British soldiers 
who had been arrested for murder when 
they had been only obeying Governmental 
.orders; and when reproached for thus ap- 
parently deserting^ the cause of popular 
liberty, Mr. Adams replied that he would a 
thousandfold rather live under the domina- 
tion of the worst of Eiiglund's kings than 
under that of a lawless mob. Next, after 
s.Tving a term as a member of the Colonial 
Lei^islature from Boston, Mr. Adams, lind- 
ing his health affected by too great labor, 
retired to his native home at Braintree. 

The year 1774 soon arrived, with its fa» 
mous Boston '-Tea Parly," the first open 
act of rebellion. Adams was sent to the 



were adopted at a public meeting of the | Congress at Philadelphia ; and when the 



citizens of Braintree, and which were sub- 
sequently adopted, word for word, by more 
than forty towns in the State. Popular 
commotion prevented the landing of the 
Stamp Act papers, and the English author- 
ities then closed the courts. The town of 
Boston therelore a|)[)ointe(i Jerems- Grid- 
ley, James Otis and Jului Adaais to argue a 
petition before the Governor and council 
for the re-opening of the courts; and while 
the two first mentioned attorneys based 
their argument upon the distress caused to 



Attorney-General announced that Great 
Britain tiad " determined on her system, 
and that her power to execute it was irre- 
sistible," Adams replied: "I know that 
Great Britain has determined on her sys* 
tem, and that very determination deter- 
mines me on mine. You know that I have 
been constant in my opposition to her 
measures. The die is now cast I have 
passed the Rubicon, ^nk or swim, live or 
die, with mv countrv, is mv tinaltcrablc 
determination. 1 he rumor beginning to 



the people by the measure, Adams boldly . prevail at Philadelphia that the Congress 

claimed that the Stamp Act was a violation had independence in view, Adams foresaw 



both of the English Constitution and the 
charter of the Provinces. It is said that 
this was the first direct denial of the un- 
limited right of Parliament over the colo- 
nies. Soon after this the Stamp Act was 
repealed. 

Directly Mr. Adams was employed to 
defend Ansell Nickerson, who had killed an 



that it was too soon to declare it openly, 
ils advised every one to remain quiet in 
that respect; and as soon as It became ap. 
parent that he himself was for independ- 
ence, hewasadvised to hide himself, which 
he did. 

The next year the great Revolutionary 
war opened in earnest, and Mrs. Adams, 



Englishman in the act of imprcssintj him residing near Boston, kept her husband ad- 

(Nickcrson) into the Kinyj's service, atid liis vised bv letter of all the events transpiring 
client was acquitted, the court thus estab- [ in her vicinity, i'he Ixtttic o( Bunker HiU 
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came on. Congress had to do something 
iinmrdiatcly. Tlic first thing was to 
choose a commander-in-chid for llic — we 
can't say " army " — tbe fighting men of the 
colonies. The New England delegation 
was almost unanimous in favor of appoint- 
ing General Ward, then at the head of the 
Massachusetts forces* but Mr. Adams urged, 
the appointment of George Washington, 
then almost unknown outside of his own 
State. He was appointed without oppo- 
sition. Mr. Adams offered the resolution, 
which was adopted, annulling all the myal 
authority in the colonies. Having thus 
prepared the way, a few weeks later, viz., 
June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee, of Vir- 
ginia, who a few months before had declared 
that the British Government would aban- 
don its o]iprcssive measures, now offered 
the memorable resolution, seconded by 
Adams, " that these United States are» and 
of right ought to be, free and independent" 
Jefferson, Adams, Franklin, Sherman and 
Livingston were then appointed a comiuit- 
tee to draught a declaration of independ- 
ence. Mr. Jefferson desired Mr. Adams 
to draw up Ihc bold document, but the 
latter persuaded Mr. Jefferson to perform 
that responsible task. The Declaration 
drawn up, Mr. Adams became its foremost 
defender on the floor of Congress. It was 
signed by all the fifty^fivc members present, 
and the nest day Mr. Adams wrote to his 
wife how great a deed was done, and how 
proud he was of it. Mr. Aflanis continued 
to be the leading man of Congress, and 
the leading advocate of American inde- 
pendence. Above all other Americans, 
he was considered by every one the prin- 
cipal shining mark for British vengeance. 
Thus circumstanced, he was appointed to 
the most dangerous task of crossing the 
ocean in winter, exposed to capture by the 
British, who knew of his mission, which 
was lo visit Fans and solicit the co-opera- 
tion of tbe French. Besides, to take him> 



self away from the country of which he 
was the most prominent defender, at that 
critical time, was an act of the greatest seif- 
sacrilioe. Sure enough, white crossing the 
sea, he had two very narrow escapes from 
capture; and the transit was otherwise a 
stormy and eventful one. During th(- 
summer of 1 779 he returned home, but was 
immediately dispatched back to France, to 
be in readiness there to negotiate terms of 
peace and commerce with Great Britain as 
soon as the latter power was ready for such 
business. But as Dr. Franklin was more 
popular than heat the court of France, Mr. 
Adams repaired to Holland, where he was 
far more successful as a diplomatist 

The treaty of peace between the United 
States and England was finally signed at 
Paris, January 21,1783; and the re-action 
from so great excitement as Mr. Adams had 
so long been experiencing threw him into 
a dangerous fever. Before he fully re- 
covered he was in London, whence he was 
dispatched again to Amsterdam to negoti- 
ate another loan. Compliance with this 
order undermined his physical otmstitution 
for life. 

In 1785 Mr. Adams was appointed envoy 
to the court of St James, to meet face to 
face the very king who had regarded him 
as an arch traitor! Accordingly he re- 
paired thither, where he did actually meet 
and converse with George IlLl After a 
residence there for about three years, he 
obtainetl iierniission to return to America. 
While in London he wrote and published 
an able work, in three volumes, entitled: 
'* A Defense of the American Constitution." 

The Articles of Confederation proving 
inefficient, as Adams had prophesied, a 
carefully draughted Constitution was 
adopted in 1789, when George Washington 
was elected President of the new nation, 
and Adams Vice-President. Congress met 
for a time in New York, but was removed 
to Philadelphia for ten years, until suitable 
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buildings should be erected at the new 

Ciipital in the District of Columbin. Mr, 
Adams then moved his family to Fhila- 
dciphia. Toward the close of his term of 
office the French Revolution culminated, 
when \ i mis Ond Washington rather ' 
sympathized with England, and Jefferson | 
with France. The Presidential election of 
1796 resulted in giving Mr. Adams the first 
place by a small majority, and Mr. Jeffer- 
son the second p!nce. 

Mr. Adams's administration was consci 
eutious, patriotic and able. The period 
was a turbulent one, and even an archangel 
could ntit hnvc rccnnciUd the Iiostile par- 
ties. Partisanism with reference to £ng> 
land and France was bitter, and for four 
years Mr. Adams struggled through almost 
a constant tempest of assaults. In fact, he ' 
was not truly a popular man, and liis cha- 
grin at not receiving a re-election was so 
great that he did not even remain at Phila> 
delphia to witness the inauguration of Mr. 
Jefferson, his successor. Tfie friendly 
intimacy between these two men was 
interrupted for about thirteen years of their 
life: Adams finally niadc tlie first advances 
toward a restoration of tlieir mutual friend- 
ship, which were gratefully accepted by 1 
Jelfei«(m. 

Mr. Adams was glad of his opportunity 1 
to retire to private \\\v, wlicrc hccouhf rest 
his mind and enjo)' the comforts o^ home. | 
By a thousand bitter experiences he found 
the path of public duty a thorny one. For 
t\\'cntv six years his service of tlic public , 
was as arduous, sell-sacrificing and devoted 
as ever fell to the lot of man. In one im- 
portant sense he was as much the " Father | 
of his C6untry " as was Washington in 
another sense. Durintr these long years of i 
anxiety and toil, in which he was laying* 
broad and deep, the foundations of the 



greatest nation the sun ever shone upon, he 

received from his impoverished country a 
meager support. The only privilege he 
carried with him into bis retirement was 
that of franidng his letters. 

Although taking no active part in public 
affairs, both himself and his son, John 
Quincy, nobly supported the policy of Mr. 
Jefferson in renting the encroachments of 
England, who persisted in searching 
American ships on the high seas and 
dragging from them any sailors that might 
be designated by any pert lieutenant as 
British subjects. Even for this noble sup- 
port Mr. Adams was maligned by thou- 
sands of bitter enemies! On this occasion, 
for the first time since his retirement, he 
broke silence and drew up a very able 
paper, exposing the atrocity of the British 
firetcnsions. 

Mr. Adams outiived nearly ail hislamil3'. 
Though his physical frame began to give 
way many years before his death, his mental 
powers retained their strength and vifjor to 
Uie last. In his aiaetieth year he was 
gladdened by the popular elevation of his 
son to the Presidential office, the highest in 
the gift of the people. A few months more 
passed away and the 4th ol July, 1826. 
arrived. The people, unaware of the near 
approach of the end of two great live^~ 
tfiat of Adams and jetTerson — were making 
unusual preparations for a national holiday. 
Mr. Adams lay upon his couch, listening to 
the ringing of bells, the waftures of martial 
music and the roar of cannon, with silent 
emotion. Only four days before, he had 
given for a public toast, " indejiendencc 
forever." About two o'clock in the after- 
noon he said, "And jefTetson still survives." 
But he was mistaken by an hour or so: 
and in a few minutes he bad breathed his 
last. 
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!OMAS JEFFER- 
80n, the third Presi- 
dent of the United 
States, 1801-9^ was 
born April 2, 1743, 
the eldest child of 
his parents, Peter 
and Jane (Randolph) Jef- 
ferson, near Charlottes- 
ville, Albemarle County, 
\ iri^inia, upon the slopes 
of the Blue Ridge. When 
he* was fourteen years of 
age, his father died, leav- 
ing a widow and eight 
children. She was a beau- 
tiful and accomplished 
lady, a good letter-writer, with a fund of 
iiunior, and an admirable housekeeper. His 
parents belonged to the Church of England, 
and are said to be of Welch origin. But 
little is known of them, however. 

Thomas was naturally of a serious turn 
of mind, apt to learn, and a favorite at 
school, his choice studies being mathemat- 
ics and the classics. At the age of seven- 
teen he entered William and Mary College, 
in an advanced class, and lived in rather an 
expensive style, consequently being much 
caressed by gay society. That he was not 
ruined, is proof of his Stamina of character. 
Bui during his second year di^csuxled 



society, his horses and even his favorite 
violin, and devoted thenceforward fifteen 
hours a day to hard study, becoming ex- 
traordinarily profident in Latin and Greek 
authors. 

On leaving college, before he was twent}'- 
one, he commenced the study of law, and 
pursued it diligently until he was well 
qualified for practice, upon which he 
entered in 1767. By this time he was also 
versed in French, Spanish, Italian and An- 
glo-Saxon, and in the criticism of the fine 
arts. Being very polite and polished in his 
manners, he won tlic friendship of all whom 
he met. Though able with his pen, he was 
not fluent in public speech. 

In 1769 he was chosen a member of the 
Virginia Legislature, and was the largest 
slavc-liolding member of that bod v. He 
introduced a bill empowering slave-holders 
to manumit their slaves, but it was rejected 
by an overwhelming vote. 

In 1770 Mr. JcfTc rson met with a great 
loss; his house at Shadwell was burned, 
and his valuable library of 2,000 volumes 
was consumed. But he was wealthy 
enough to repbce the most of it, as from 
his 5,000 acres tilled by slaves and his 
practice at the bar his income amounted to 
about $5,000 a year. 

In 1772 he married Mrs. Martha Skelton, 
a beautifulf wealthy and arcompliahed 
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younf^ widow, who owned 40,000 acres of 
land and 130 slaves ; yet he labored assidu- 
ously for the abolition of slavery. For his 
new home he 'selected a majestic rise of 
land upon his large estate at Shadwell, 
called Mnnticcllo, whereon he erected a 
mansion of modest yet elegant architecture. 
Here he Jived in luxury, indulging his taste 
in magnilioent, high-blooded horses. 

At this period the British Government 
g^dually became more insolent and op- 
pressive toward the American colonies, 
and Mr. Jefferson was ever one of the most 
foremost to resist its encroachments. From 
time to time he drew up resolutions of re- 
monstrance, which were hnally adopted, 
thus proving hts ability as a statesman and 
as a leader. By the year 1774 be became 
quite busy, both with voice and pen, in de- 
fending the right of the colonies to defend 
themselves. His pamphlet entitled: "A 
Summary View of the Rights of British 
America," attracted much attention in Eng:- 
land. The following year he, in company 
witli George Washington, served as an ex- 
ecutive committee in measures to defend 
by arms the State of Virginia. As a Mem- 
ber of the Congress, he was not a speech- 
maker, yet in conversation and upon 
committees he was so frank and decisive 
that he always made a favorable impression. 
But as late as the autumn of 1775 he re- 
mained in hopes of reconciliation with the 
parent country. 

At length, however, the hour arrived for 
draughtint^ the " Declaration of Indepen- 
dence," and this responsible task was de- 
volved upon Jefiferson. Franklin, and 
Adams suggested a few verbal corrections 
before it was submitted to Congress, which 
was June 28, 1776, only six days before it 
was adopted. During the three days of I 
the fiery ordeal of criticism through which | 
it passed in Congress, Mr. Jefferson opened | 
not his lips. Jofm Adam;? was the main 
champi.m oi the Declaration on the floor [ 



of Congress. T he signing of this document 

was one of the most solemn and momentous 
occasions ever attended to by man. Prayer 
and silence reigned throughout the halt, 
and each signer realized that if American 
independence was not finally sustained by 
arms he was doomed to the scaffold. 

After the colonies became independent 
States, Jefferson resigned foratime his seat 
in Congress in order to aid in organizltig 
the government of Virginia, of which State 
he was cliosea Governor in 1779, when he 
was thirty-«x years of age. At this time 
the British had possession of Georgia and 
were invading South Carolina, and at one 
time a British otihcer, Tarleton, sent a 
secret expedition to Monticello to capture 
the Governor. Five minutes after Mr. 
Jefferson escaped with his family, his man- 
sion was in possession of the enemy ! The 
British troops also destroyed his valuable 
plantation on the James River. "Had they 
carried off the slaves," said Jefferson, with 
characteristic magnanimity, "to give thera 
freedom, they would have done right." 

The year 1781 was a gloomy one for the 
Virginia Governor. While confined to his 
sccUided home in the forest by a sick and 
dying wife, a party arose against him 
throughout the State, severely criticising 
bis course as Governor. Being very sensi* 
tive to reproach, this touched him to the 
quick, and the heap of trouble then sur< 
rounding him nearly crushed him. He re- 
solved, in despair, to retire from public life 
for the rest of his days. For weeks Mr. 
Jefferson sat lovingly, but with a crushed 
heart, at the bedside of his sick wife, during 
which time unfeeling letters were sent to 
him, acc using him of weakness and unfaith- 
fulness to duty. All this, after he had lost 
so much property and at the same time 
done so much for his country! After her 
death he actually fainted away, and re- 
mained so long insensible that it was feared 
he never would recover ! . Several weeks 



Digitized by Google 



PItBStDStfTS OF THft UittTBD STATM9, 



passed before he could fully recover his 
eqaiUbriuin. He was never married a 

second time. 

In the spring of 1782 the people of Eng- 
land compelled their king to make to the 
Americans overtures of peace» and in No» 
vember following, Mr. Jefferson was reap- 
pointed by Congr^, unanimously and 
without a single adverse remark, minister 
plenipotentiary to negotiate a treaty. 

In March, Mr. Jefferson was ap- 

pointed un a committee to draught a plan 
for the government of the Northwestern 
Territory. His slavery-prohibition clause 
in that plan was stricken out by the pro- 
slavery majority of the committee; but amid 
ail the controversies and wrangles of poli- 
ticians, he made it a rule never to contra* 
diet anybody or engage in any discussion 
as a debater. 

In company with Mr. Adams and Dr. 
Franklin, Mr. Jefferson was appointed in 
May, 1784, to act as minister plenipotentiary 
in (lie negotiation of treaties of commerce 
with foreign nations. Accordingly, he went 
to Paris and satisfactorily accomplished his 
mission. The suavity and high bearing of 
his maimer made al! the French his friends; 
and even Mrs. Adams at one time wrote 
to her sister that he was " the chosen 
of the earth." But all the honors that 
he received, both at home and abroad, 
seemed to make no change in the simplicity 
of his republican tastes. On his return to 
America, he found two parties respecting 
the foreign commercial policy, Mr. Adams 
sympathizing with that in favor of England 
and himself favoring France. 

On the inauguration of General Wash* 
ington as President, Mr. Jefferson was 
chosen hv him for the ofTiceof Secretary of 
State. At this time the rising storm of the 
French Revolution became visible, and 
Washington watched it with great anxiety. 
His cabinet was divided in their views of 
constitutional ^ovcrtimeot «i$ well as re> 



garding the issues in France. General 

Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury, was 
the leader of the so-called Federal partv, 
while Mr. Jefferson was the leader of the 
Republican party. At the same time there 
was a strong monarchical party in this 
country, with which Mr. Adams sympa- 
thized. Some important financial pleasures, 
which were proposed by Hamilton and 
finally adopted by the cabinet and approved 
by Washing;ton, were opposed by Mr. 
Jefferson ; and his enemies then began to 
reproach him with holding office under an 
administration whose views he opposed. 
The President poured oil on the troubled 
waters. On his re-election to the Presi- 
dency he desired Mr. Jefferson to remain 
in the cabinet, but the latter sent in his 
resignation at two different times, probably 
because he was dissatisfied with some of 
the measures of the Govcmnicnt. His 
final one was not received until January i, 
1794, when General Wasliington parted 
from him with great regret. 

Jefferson then retired to his quiet home 
at Monticello, to enjoy a good rest, not even 
reading the newspapers lest the political 
gossip should disquiet him. On the Presi- 
dent's again calling him back to the office 
of Secretary of Slate, he replied that no 
circumstances would ever again tempt him 
to engage in anything public! But, while 
all Europe was ablaze with war, and France 
in the throes of a bloody revolution and the 
principal theater of the conflict, a new 
Presidential election in this country came 
on. John Adams was the Federal candi- 
date and Mr. Jefferson became the Republi* 
can candidate. The result of the electi<m 
was the promotion of the latter to the Vice* 
Presidency, while the ft)rmcr was chosen 
President. In this contest Mr. Jetferson 
really did not desire to have either office, 
he was "so weary" of party strife. He 
loved the retirement of home more than 
any other place on the eartht 
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But for four long years his Vice>Presi- 
dency passed joylessly away, while the 
parh'san strife between Federalist and Re- 
publican was ever growing hotter. The 
former party split and the result of the 
fourth general election was the elevation of 
Mr. JefTerson to the Presidency ! with 
Aaron Burr as Vice-President. These men 
being at the hend of a growing party, their 
election was hailed everj'whcrc with joy. 
On ihc other tKiiul, many of tlic Federalists 
turned pale, as they believed what a portion 
of the pulpit and the press had been preach- 
ing-— that jeflferson was a " scoffing atheist," 
a "Jacobin," the " incarnation of all evil," 
*' breathing threatening and slaughter! " 

Mr. Je£fer.son's inaugural address con- 
tained nothing but the noblest sentiments, 
expressed in fine language, and his personal 
behavior afterward exhibited the extreme 
of American, democratic simplicity. His 
disgust of European court etiquette grew 
upon him with age. Hc believed that 
General Washington was somewhat dis- 
trustful ot the ultimate success of a popular 
Government, and that, imbued with a little 
admiration of the forms bf a monarchical 
Govern iiuriit, he had instituted levees, birth- 
days, pompous incc'lings with Congress, 
etc. JetTerson was always polite, even to 
slaves everywhere he met them, and carried 
in his countenance the indications of an ac- 
commodating disposition. 

The political principles ol the Jeffersoni- 
an party now swept the country, and Mr. 
Jefferson himself swayed an influence which 
was never exceeded even bv Washington. 
Under his administration, in 1803, the Lou- 
ttianapurchw was made, for $15,000,000, 
the ." Louisana Territory " purchased com- 
prising all the land %vest of the Mississippi 
to the Pacific Ocean. 

The year 1804 witnessed another severe 
loss in his family. His highly accomplished 
and most beloved daughter Maria sickened 
and died, causing as great grief in the 



stricken parent as it was possible for him to 
survive with any d^ree of sanity. 

The same year he was re-elected to the 
Presidency, with George Clinton as Vice- 
President During his second term our 
relations with England became more com- 
plicated, and on June 22, 1807, near Hamp- 
ton Roads, the United States frigate 
Chesapeake was ftred upon by the Brit- 
ish man«f-war Leopard, and was made* 
to surrender. Three men were killed and 
ten wounded. JetTerson dematidcd repara- 
tion. England grew insolent. U became 
evident that war was determined upon by 
the latter power. More than 1.200 Ameri- 
cans were forced into the British service 
upon the high seas. Before any satisfactory 
solution was reached, Mr. Jefferson's 
Presidential term closed. Amid all these 
public excitements he tliought constantly 
of the welfare of his family, and longed 
for the time when he could return home 
to remain. There, at Monticello, his sub- 
sequent life was very similar to that of 
Washington at Mt. Vernon. His hospi- 
tality toward his numerous friends, indul- 
gence of his slaves, and misfortunes to his 
property, etc., finally involyed him in debt. 
For v^ar; his home resembled a fashion- 
able watering-place. During the summer, 
thirty-seven house servants were required ! 
It was presided over by his daughter, Mrs. 
Randolph. 

Mr. Jefferson did much for the establish- 
ment of the University at Chariottesville, 
making it unsectarian, in keeping with the 
spirit of .\merican institutions, but poverty 
and the feebleness of old age prevented 
him from doing what he would. He even 
went so far as to petition the Legislature 
for permission to dispose of some of his 
possessions by lottery, in order to raise the 
necessary funds for home expenses. It was 
g^nted; but before the plan was carried 
out, Mr. Jefferson died, July 4, 182^ at 
12:50 p. M. 
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AMES MADISON, the 
fourth President of the 
United Sutes, 1809-'! 7, 
was born at Port Con- 
way, Prince George 
County, Virginia, March 
16, 1751. His father, 
Colonel James Madison, was 
a wealthy planter, residing 
upon a vfry fine estate 
called " Montpelier," only 
twenty-five miles from the 
home of Thomas Jefferson 
at MoniiccHo. The closest 
personal and political at- 
tachment existed between 
these illustrious menTrom their eaiiy youth 
until death. 

James was the eldest of a family of seven 
children, four sons and three daughters, all 
of whom attained maturity. His early edu- 
cation was conducted mostly at home, 
under a private tutor. Being naturally in- 
tellectual in his tastes, he consecrated him- 
self with unusual vigor to study. At a very 
early age he made onsiderable proficiency 
in ttic Greek, Latin, IVcnch and S[)anish 
languages. In 1769 he entered Princeton 
College, Ne«v Jersey, of which the illus- 
trious Dr. Weatherspoon was then Presi- 
dent He graduated in 1771, with a char- 



acter of the utmost purity, and a mind 
highly disciplined and stored with all the 
learning which embellished and gaveeffi* 
ciency to his subsequent career. After 

graduating he pursued a course of reading 
for several months, under the guidance of 
President Weatherspoon, and iu 1772 re- 
turned to Virginia, where he continued in 
incessant study for two years, nominally 
directed to the law, but really including 
extended researches in theology, philoso- 
phy and general HteratUre. 

The Church of England was the estab- 
lished cinirch in Virginia, invested with all 
the prerogatives and immunities which it 
enjoyed in the fatherland, and other de- 
nominations labored under serious disabili- 
ties, the enforcement of which was rightly 
or wrongly characterized by them as per- 
secution. Madison took a prominent stand 
in behalf of the removal of all disabilities, 
repeatedly appeared in the court of his own 
count V to defend the Baptist nonconform- 
ists, and was elected from Orange County to 
the Virginia Convention in the spring <rf 
1766, when he signalixed the beginning of 
his public career by procuring the passage 
of an amendment to the Declaration of 
Rights as prepared by George Mason, Sub* 
stituting for "toleration" a more emphatic 
assertion of religious liberty. 
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In !7"6 he was fleeted ;i member oi the 
Virginia Convention io irame the Constitu- 
tioa of the State. Like Jefferson, he took 
twt little part in the puUio debates. His 

main fvtrenpfth lay in his conversational in- 
fluence and in his pen. In November, 1777, 
he was chosen a member of the Council of 
State, and in March, 1780^ took his seat in 
the Continental Congress, where he first 
gained proreiinence through his energetic 
opposition to the issue of paper money by 
the States. He continued in Cong^ress three 
year<. one of its most active and influential 
members. 

In 1784 Mr. Madison was elected a mem- 
ber of the Vir^nia Legislature. He ren- 
dered important service by promoting^ and 
participating in that revision of the statutes 
which effectually abolished the remnants of 
the feudal system subdstent up to that 
time in the form of entails, primogeniture, 
and State support given the Ani^lican 
Church; and his " Memorial and Remon- 
strance" against a general assessment for 
the support of religion is one of the ablest 
papers which emanated from his pen. It 
settled the question of the entire separation 
of church and State in Virginia. 

Mr. Jefferson says of him, in allusion to 
the study and experience through which he 
bad nlreadv passed: 

" i rained in these successive schools, he 
acquired a habit of self-posses^on which 
placed at ready command the rich resources 
of his luminous and discriminating mind and 
of his extensive intormation, and rendered 
him the first of every assembly of which he 
afterward became a member. Never wan- 
dering from his subject into vain declama- 
tion, but pursuing it closely in language 
pure, classical and copious, soothing al- 
ways the feelings of his adversaries by ci viii- 
ties and softness of expression, he rose to the 
eminent station which he held in the great 
National Convention of 1787; and in that of 
Viipnia, which followed, he sustained the 



new Constitution in all its parts, bearing oQ 
the palm against the logic of George Mason 
and the fervid declamation of Patrick 
Henry. With these oonsummata powers 
were united a pure and spotless virtue 
which no calumny has ever attempted to 
sully. Of the power and polish <A. his pen, 
and of the wisdom of his administration in 
the highest office of the nation, I need say 
nothing. They have spoken, and will for- 
ever speak, for themselves." 

In January, 1786^ Mr. Madison took the 
initiative in propositi;;,^ a mectlni; of State 
Commissioners to devise measures for more 
satisfactory commercial relations between 
the States. A meeting was held at Aop 
napolis to discuss this subject, and but five 
States were represented. The convention 
issued another call, drawn up by Mr. Madi- 
son, urging alt the States to send their dele- 
gates to Philadelphia, in May, 1787, to 
draught a Constitution for the United 
States. The delegates met at the time ap^ 
pointed, every State except Rhode Island 
being represented. George Washington 
was chosen president of the convention, 
and the present Constitution of the United 
States was then and there formed. There 
was no mind and no pen more acdve fai 
framing; tliis immortal document than the 
mind and pen of James Madison. He was, 
perhaps, its ablest advocate in the pages of 
the Federalia* 

Mr. Madison was a member of the first 
fotjr Congresses, i789-'97, in which he main- 
tained a moderate opposition to Hamilton's 
financial policy. He declined the mission 
to France and the Secretaryship of State, 
and, gradually identifying himself with the 
Republican party, became from 1792 its 
avowed leader. In 1796 he w» its choice 
for the Presidency as successor to Wash- 
in^i^^ton. Mr. JetTerson wrote: "There is 
not another person in the United States 
with whom, being placed at the helm of our 
albirs, my mkid would be so completely at 
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rest for the fortune of our poUticat bark." 

But Mr. M:idi«;on declined to be a candi- 
natc. I lis term in Cnnq;re';s had rxpircd, 
and he returned from New York to his 
beautiful retreat at Montpelier. 

In 1794 Mr. Madison married a young 
widow of remarkable powers of fa5cination 
— Mrs. Todd. Her maiden name was Doro- 
thy Paine. She was bom in 1767, in Vir- 
ginia. of Quaker parents, and had been 
educated in the strictef;t rules of that sect. 
When but eighteen years of age she married 
a young lawyer and moved to Phibuielphia, 
where she was introduced to brilliant scenes 
of fashionable life. She "Speedily laid aside 
the dress and address of the Quakeress, and 
became one of the most fascinating ladies 
of the republican court. In New York* 
alter the death of her husband, she was the 
belle of the season and wa^; surrounded with 
admirers. Mr, Madison won the prize. 
She proved an invaluable helpmate. In 
Washington die was the life of society. 
If there was any diffident, timid young 
girl just making her appearance, she 
found in Mrs. Madison an encouraging 
Iriend. 

During the stormy adtniiiisi ration of John 
Adams Madison remained in private life, 
but was the author of the celebrated " Reso- 
lutions of 1798," adopted by the Virginia 
Lei^'ishiture, in condemnation of the Alien 
and Sedition laws, as well as of the •' report" 
in which he defended those resolutions, 
which is, by many, considered his ablest 
State paper. 

The storm passed away ; the Alien and 
Sedition laws were repealed, John Adams 
lost bis reflection, and In 1801 Thomas Jef- 
ferson was chosen President. T he great re- 
action in public sentiment which seated 
Jefferson in the prcsidcniial chair was large- 
ly owing to the writings of Madison, who 
was consequently well entitled to the post 
of Secretary of Stat'* Wah great ability 
be discharged the duties of this responsible 



office during the eight years of Mr. JeSer 

son's administration. 

As Mr. Jefferson was a widower, and 
neither of his daughters could be often with 
him, Mrs. Madison usually presided over 
the festivities of the White House; and as 
her liusband succeeded Mr. Jefferson, hold- 
ing his office for two terms, this remarkable 
woman was the mistress of the presidential 
mansion for sixteen years. 

Mr. Madison being entirely engrossed by 
the cares of his office, all the duties of so- 
cial life devolved upon his accomplished 
wife. Never were such responsibilities 
more ably discharpfed. The most bitter 
foes of her husband and of the administra- 
tion were received with the frankly prof- 
fered hand and -the cordial smile of wei* 
come; and the influence of this gentle 
woman in allayinq; the bitterness of party 
rancor became a great and salutary power 
in the nation. 

As the term of Mr. Jefferson's Presidency 
drew near its close, party strife was roused 
to the utmost to elect his successor. It was 
a death-grapple between the two great 
parties, the Federal and Republican. Mr. 
Madison was chosen President by an elec. 
toral vote of 122 to 53, and was inaugurated 
March 4, 1809, at a critical period, when 
the relations of the United States with Great 
T^ritaiii were beconiinnr embittered, and his 
first term was passed in diplomatic quarrels, 
aggravated by the act of non-intercourse of 
May, iStO, and finally resulting in a decla^ 
ration of war. 

On the i8th of June, 181?, President 
Madison gave his approval to an act of 
Congress declaring war against Great Brit^ 
ain. Notwithstanding the bitter hostility 
of the Federal party to the war, the country 
in general approved; and in the autumn 
Madison was reflected to the Presidency 
by 128 electoral votes to 89 in favor of 
George Clinton. 

March 4, 1817, Madison yielded the Presk 
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dency to his Secretary of State and inti- 
mate friend, James Monroe, and retired to 
his ancestral estate at Montpclier, where he 
passed the evening of hts days surrounded 
by attached friends and enjoying the 
merited respect ol the whole nation. He 
took pleasure in promoting agriculture, as 
president of the county society, and in 
watching the development of the University 
of V'irsfinia, of which he was long rector and 
visitor. In extreme old age he sat in 1829 
as a member of the convention called to re- 
form tlie Virginia Constitution, where his 
appearance wa<- hailed with the most cfen- 
uine interest and salistaci ion, thcniL^^h he 
was too infirm to participate in tiic active 
worlc of revision. Small in stature, slender 
and delicate in form, with a countenance 
full of intelligence, and expressive alike nf 
mildness and dignity, he attracted the atten- 
tion of all who attended the convention, 
and was treated with the utmost deference. 
He seldom addressed the a-iscmbly, though 
he always appeared self -possessed, and 
watdied with unflagging interest the prog- 
ress of every measure. Though the con- 
vention sat sivtccn weeks, he spoke onlv 
twice; but when he did speak, the whole 
house paused to listen. His voice was 
feeble though his enunciation was very dis- 
tinct. One of the reporters, Mr. Stansbury, 
relates the following anecdote of Mr. Madi- 
scin's last speech: 

The next day, as there was a great call 
for it, and the report had not been returned 
for publication, I sent my son with a re- 
spectful note, requesting the manuscript. 
My son was a lad of sixteen, whom I had 
taken with me to act as amanuensis. On 
delivering- mv note, he was received with 
the utmost politeness, and requested to 
come up into Mr. Madison's room and wait 
while his eye ran over the paper, as com- 
pany hud prevented his attending to it. He 
did so, and Mr. Madison sat down to correct 
the report. The lad stood near hira so tiiut 



his eye fell on the paper. Coming to a 
certain sentence in ths speech, Mr. Madison 
erased a word and substituted another ; but 
hesitated, and not Ceeling satisfied with the 
second word, drew hts pen through it also. 
Mv son was voiing, ignorant of the world, 
and unconscious ui the solecism of which he 
was about to be guilty, when, in all straplic- 
ity, he suggested a word. Probably no 
otlier person then livini^ wonld h:ivc taken 
such a liberty. But the sage, instead ol 
regarding such an intrusion With a frown, 
raised his eyes to the boy's face with a 
pleased sur[>rl'ic, anrl said, ' Thank von, sir ; 
it is the very word," and Ininu.'diatelv in- 
scrtcd it. I saw him the next day, and he 
mentioned the circumstance, with a compli- 
ment oil the vou ng critic." 

Mr. Madison died at Montpelier, June 28, 
1836, at the advanced age of eighty -five. 
While not possessing the highest order of 
talent, and deficient in oratorical powers, 
he was pre-eminently a statesman, of a well- 
balanced mtiui. His attainments were solid, 
his knowledge copious, his judgment gener- 
I ally sound, bis powers of analysis and logi* 
cal statement rarelv surpassed, his lanirna<:;e 
and literary style correct and polislicd, Jiis 
conversation witty, his temperament san- 
guine and trusi'ful, his integrity unques- 
tioned, his manners simple, courteous and 
winning. Bv these rare qualities he con- 
ciliated the esteem not only ol friends, but 
of political opponents, in a greater degree 
than any American statesman in the present 
century. 

Mrs. Madison survivctl licr liusband thir- 
teen years, and died July 12, 1849, in the 
eighty-second year of her age. She wasone 
of the most remarkable women our coun-" 
try has produced. Even now she is ad- 
miringly remembered in Washington as 
Dolly Madison," and it is fitting that her 
memorv should descend Id [Mislerily in 
company with tbatol the companion of 
[ her life. 
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AMES MONROE, the fifth 
President of the United 

States, i8i7-'25, wasborn 
in Westmoreland County 
Virginia, April 28, 1758.' 
He was a son of Spence 
Monroe, and a descenflant 
of a Scottish cavalier fam- 
ily. Like all his predeces- 
sors thus far in the Presi- 
dential chair» he enjoyed all 
'' the advantages of educa- 
tion which the country 
could then afford. He was 
eaHy sent to a fine cbssical 
school, and at the age of six- 
teen entered William and Mary College.. 
In 1776, when he had been in college but 
two years».the Declaration of Independence 
was adopted, and our feeble militia, with- 
out arms, amunition or clothing^, were strug- 
gling against the trained armies oi England. 
James Monroe left college, hastened to 
General Washington's headquarters at New 
York and enrolled himself as a cadet in the 
armjr. 

Ac Trenton Lieutenant Monroe so dis- 
tinguished himself, receiving a wound in his 

shoulder, that he was promoted to a Cap- 
taincy. Upon recovering from his wound, 
he was invited to act as aide to Lord Ster- 
ling, and in that capacity he took an active 
part in the battles of Brandy wine, Ger- 
mantown and Monmouth. AtGermantown 



he stood by the side of Lafayette when the 
French Marquis received his wound. Gen> 

eral Washington, who had formed a high 
idea of young Monroe's ability, sent him to 
Virginia to raise a new regiment, of which 
he was to be Colonel; but so exhausted was 
Virginia at that time that the effort proved 
unsuccessful. He, however, received his 
commission. 

Finding no opportunity to enter the army 
as a commissioned officer, he returned to his 
original plan of studying law, and entered 
the ofhce of Thomas Jefferson, who was 
then Governorof Virginia. He developed 
a very noble character, frank, manly and 
sincere. Mr. Jefferson said of him: 

"James Monroe is so perfectly honest 
that if his soul were turned inside out there 
would not be found a spot on it." 

In 1782 he was elected to the Assembly 
of Virginia, and was also aj>pointed a mem- 
ber of the Executive Council. The next 
year he was chosen delegate to the Conti- 
nental Congress for a term of three years. 
He was present at Annapolis when Wash- 
ington surrendered his commission of Com- 
mander-in-chief. 

With Washington, Jefferson and Madison 
he felt deeply the inefficiency of the old 
Articles of Confederation, and urged the 
formation of a new Constitution, which 
should invest the Central Government with 
something like national power. Influenced 
by these views, he introduced a resolution 
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that Congress should be empowered to 
regulate trade, and to lay an impost duty 
of five per cent. The resolution was refer- 
red to a committee of which he was chair> 
man. The report and the discussicm which 
rose upon it led to the convention of five 
States at Annapolis, and the consequent 
general convention at Philadelphia* which, 
in 1787. drafted the Constitution of- the 
United States. 

At this time there was a controversy be- 
tween New York and Massachusetts in 
reference to their boundaries. The high 
esteem in which Colonel Monroe was held 
is indicated by the faci that he was ap- 
pointed one of the judges to decide the 
controversy. While in New York attend- 
ing Congress, he married Miss Kortright, 
a young lady distinguished alike for her 
beauty aiul accomplishments. For nearly 
fifty years this happy union remained un< 
broken. In London and in Paris, as in her 
own country, Mrs. Monroe won admiration 
and affection by the loveliness of her per- 
son, the brilliancy of her intellect, and the 
amiability of her character. 

Rrturninp; to Vir<;iuia, Colonel Monroe 
commenced the practice of law at Freder- 
icksburg. He was very soon elected to a 
seat in the State Lef;idature, and the next 
year he was chosen a tncmher of the Vir- 
ginia convention which was assembled to 
decide upon the acceptance or rejection of 
the Constitution which had been drawn up 
at Philadelphia, and was now submitted 
to the several States. Deeply as he felt 
the imperfections of the old Confederacy, 
he was opposed to the new Constitution, 
thinking, with many others of the Republi- 
can party, that it gave too much power to 
the Central Government, and not enough 
to the individual States. 

In 1789 he became a member of the 
United States Senate, which office he held 
acceptably to his constituents, and with 
honor to himself (or lour years. 



: Having opposed the Constitntif)n as not 
leaving enough power with the States, he, 
of course, became niore and more identi- 
fied with the RepuUican party. Thus he 
found himself in cordial co-operation with 
Jefferson and Madison. The great Repub- 
lican party became the dominant power 
which ruled the land. 
George Washington was then President. 

^ England had espoused the cause of the 
Bourbons against the principles of the 
French Revolution. President Washing- 
ton issued a proclamation of neutrality be> 
tween these contending powers. France 
had helped us in the struggle for our lib- 
erties. All the despotisms of Europe were 
now combined to prevent the French 
from escaping from tyranny a thousandfold 

I worse than that which we had endured. 
Colonel Monroe, more magnanimous than 
prudent, was anxious that we should help, 
our old allies in their extremity. He vio- 

' lently opposed the President's procla- 

' mation as ungrateful and wanting in 
magnanimity. 

Washington, who could appreciate such 

a character, developed his calm, serene, 
I almost divine greatness by appointing that 
i very James Monroe, who was denouncing 
the polk^ of the Oovemment, as the Minis- 
! ter of that Government to the republic of 
I France. He was directed by Washington 
' to express to the French people our warm- 
I est sympathy, communicating to them cor- 
responding resolves approved by the PWS- 
ideiit, and adopted by both houses of 
("ongt ess, 

Mr. Monroe was welcomed by the Nap 

tional Convention in France with the most 
cntluisiaslic demonstrations of respect and 
affection. He was publicly introduced to 
that body, and received the embrace of the 
President, Merlin dc Douay, after having 
beeti addressed in a speech glowing with 
congratulations, and with expressions of 
desire that harmony might ever exist be 
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twcen the two nations. Tlic flags of the 
two republics were intertwined in tlie hall 

of the convention. Mr. Monroe presented 

the American colors, and received those of 
France in return. The course which he 
pursued in Paris was so annoying to Eng- 
land and to the friends of England in 
this country that, near the close of Wash- 
iugton's administration, Mr. Monroe, was 
recalled. 

After his return Colonel Monroe wrote :i 
book of 400 pa^^r*;. entitled " A View of the 
Conduct of the Executive in Foreign Af- 
fairs." In this work be very ably advo- 
cated his side of the question: but, with 
the inagnaiiimit \' of the man, lie recorded ;i 
warm tribute to the p.itriotism, ability and 
spotless integrity of John Jay, between 
whom and himself there was intense antag 
onism : and in subsequent years he ex- 
pressed in warmest terms his perfect 
veneration for tfic character of George 
Washington. 

Shortly after his return to this country 
Colonel Monroe was elected Governor of 
Virginia, and held that ofiice for three 
years, the period limited by the Constitu- 
tion. In 1802 he was an Envoy to France, 
andtoSi)aIii in 1805, and was >finistcr to 
England in 1803. In 1806 he returned to 
his quiet home in Virginia, and with his 
wife and children and an ample competence 
from his paternal estate, enjoyed a few years 
of domestic repose. 

In 1809 Mr. Jefferson's second term of 
office expired, and many of the Republican 
party were anxious to nominate James 
Monroe as his successor. The majority 
were in favor of Mr. Mndison. Mr. Mon- 
roe withdrew his name and was soon after 
chosen a second time Governor of Virginia, 
lie s»x)n resigned that office to accept the 
position of Secretary of State, offered him 
by Pre«dent Madbon. The correspond- 
ence which he then carried on with the 
British Government demonstrated that 
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there was no hope of any peaceful adjust- 
ment of our difficulties with the cabinet of 

St, James. War was consequently declared 
in June, 1812. Immediately after the sack 
of Washington the Secretary of War re- 
signed, and Mr. Monroe, at the earnest 
request of Mr. Madison, assumed the ad- 
ditional duties of the War Department, 
without resigning his position as Secretary 
of State. It has been confidently stated, 
that, had Mr. Monroe's energies been in the 
War Department a few nionflis earlier, the 
disaster at Washington would not have 
occurred. 

The duties now devolving upon Mr. Mon- 
roe were extremely arduous. Ten thou- 
sand men, pic:ked from the veteran armies 
of England, were sent with a powerful Heel 
to New Orleans to acquire possession of 
the mouths of the Mississippi. Our finan- 
ces were in the most deplorable condition. 
The treasury was exhausted and our credit 
gone. And yet it was necessary to make 
the most rigorous preparations to meet the 
foe. In this crisis James Monroe, the Sec- 
retary of War, with virtue unsurpassed in 
Greek or Roman story, stepped forward 
and pledged his own individual credit as 
subsidiary to that of the nation, and thus 
succeeded in placing the city of New Or- 
leans in such a posture of defense, that it 
was enabled successfully to repel the in- 
vader. 

Mr. Monroe was truly the armor-bearer 
of President Madison, and liic most efficient 
business man in his cabinet. His energy 
in the double capacity of Secretary, both 
of .State and War, pervaded all the depart- 
ments of the country. He proposed to 
increase the army to 100,000 men, a meas- 
ure which he deemed absolutely necessary 
to saye us from ignominious defeat, but 
I which, at the same time, he knew would 
render his name so unpopular as to preclude 
the possibility of his being a successful can- 
didate for the Presidency. 
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The happy rrsult of the conference at 
Ghent in securing peace rendered the in- 
crease of the army unnecessary; but it is not 
too much to say that James Monroe placed 

in the hands of Andrew Jnckson the 
weapon with which to beat off tiie foe at 
New Orleans. Upon the return of peace 
Mr. Monroe resigned the department of 
war, devoting himself entirely to the Hut ics i 
of Secretary of State. These he continued | 
to discharge until the close of President 
Madison's administration, with seal which 
was never abated, and with an ardor of , 
self-devotion which made him almost for- 
getful of the claims of fortune, health or 
life. 

Mr. Madison's second term expired in 
March, iSt", and Mr. Monroe succeeded ! 
to the Presidency. He was a candidate of 
' the Republican party, now taking the name , 
of the Democratic Republican. In 1821 he 
was rc-slcctcd, with scarcely any ojipi jsition. 
Out cf 2yi electoral votes, he received 231. 
The slavery question, which subsequently 
assumed such formidable dimensions, now 
began to make its apf>earance. The Slate 
of Missouri, whicli had been carved out of 
that immense territory which we had pur- 
chased of France, applied for admission to 
the Union* with a slavery Constitution. 
There were not a few who foresaw the 
evils impending. After the debate of a 
week it was dedded that Missouri could 
not be admitted into the Union with siav. 
cry. This imijortant question was at lenj^^th 
settled by a compromise proposed by 
Henry Clay. 

The famous "Monroe Doctrine," of which 
so much has been said, originated in this , 
way: In 18J3 it was rumored that the | 
Holy Alliance was about to interfere to . 
prevent the establishment of Republican 
liberty in the European colonies of South 
America. President Monroe wrote to his 
old friend Thomas Jefferson for advice in 
tiie miergency . In his reply under date of 



October 24, Mr. Jefferson writes upon the 
supposition that our attempt to resist this 
European movement might lead to war: 

" Its object is to introduce and establish 
the American system of keeping;' out of our 
land all foreign powers; of never permitting 
those of Europe to intermeddle with the 
affairs of our nation. It is to maintain our 
own principle, not to depart from it." 

December 2, 1823, President Monroe 
sent a message to Congress, declaring it to 
be the policy of this Government not to 
entangle ourselves with the broils of Eu- 
rope, and not to allow Europe to interfere 
with the affairs of nations on the American 
continent; and the doctrine wasannoun<»d, 
that any attempt on the part of the Euro- 
pean powers "to extend their system to 
any portion of this hemisphere would be 
regarded by the United States as dangel> 
ous to our peace and safety." 

March 4, 1825, Mr. Monroe surrendered 
the presidential chair to his Secretary of 
State, John ^unicy Adams, and retired, 
with the universal respect of the tuition, 
to his private residence at Oak Hill, Lou- 
doun County, Virginia. His time had been 
so entirely consecrated to his country, that 
he had n^lected his pecuniary interests, 
and was deeply involved in debt. The 
welfare of his country had ever been up- 
permost in his mind. 

For many years Mrs. Monroe was in such 
feeble health that she rarely appeared in 
public. In rSjO Mr. Monroe took up his 
residence with his son-in-iaw m New York, 
where he died on the 4th of July, 1831. 
The citizens of New York conducted his 
obsequies with pageants more imposing 
than had ever been witnessed there before. 
Our country will ever cherish his mem- 
ory with pride, gratefully enrolling his 
name in the list of its benefactors, pronounc- 
ing him the worthy successor of the illus- 
trious men who had preceded him in the 
{mddeotial chair. . . 
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^*^OHN QUiNCY ADAMS, 
111' sixth President of the 
United States, 1825-9, 
was bom in the ruriil 
Ik line of his honored 
father, John Adatns, in 
Q u i n c y , Massachusetts. 
July II, 1767. His mother, 
a woman of exalted worth, 
wntrhed over his childhood 
(luring the almost constant 
absence of his father. He 
commraoed his education 
at the village scho<}|, giving^ 
at an early period indica- 
tions ot superior tnentul en- 
dowments. 

When eleven years of age he s<iiled with 
his father for Europe, where the latter was 
associated with Franklin and Lee as Minister 
Plenipotentiary. The intelligence of John 
Quincy attracted theattention of these men 
and received from them flattering marks of 
attention. Mr. Adams had scarcely returned 
to this country in 1779 ere be was again 
sent abroad, and John Quincy again accom- 
panied him. On this voyage he commenced 
a diary, which practice he continued, with 
but few interruptions, until his death He 
journeyed with his father from Ferrol, in 
.Spain, to Paris. Here he applied himself 
tor six mouths to study; then acODmpanied 



his father to Holland, where he entered, 
first a school in Amsterdam, and then the 
University of Lcyden. in 1781, when only 
fourteen years of age, he was selected by 
Mr. Dana, our Minister to the Russian 
court, as his private secrrtarv. In ttiis 
school of incessant labor he spent fourteen 
months, and then returned alone to Holland 
through Sweden, Denmark, Hamburg and 
Bremen. Again he resumed his studies 
under a private tutor, at The Hague. 

In the spring of 1 782 he accompanied his 
father to Paris, forming acquaintance with 
the most distinguished men on the Conti- 
nent. After a short visit to England, he re- 
turned to Paris and studied until May, 
178$, when he returned to America, leav- 
ing his father an embassador at the court 
of St. James. In 1786 he entered the jun- 
ior class in Harvard University, and grad- 
uated with the second honor of his class. 
The oration he delivered on this occasion, 
the " Importance of Public Faith to the 
Well-being of a Community," was pub- 
lished — an event very rare in this or any 
other land. 

Upon leaving college at the .age 01 twenty 
he studied law three years with the Hon. 
Tlieophilus Parsons in Newburyport. In 
1790 he opened a law office in Boston. The 
professiott was crowded with able men, and 
the fees were smalt. The first year he had 
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no clients, but not a moment was lost. The 
second year passed away, still no clients, 
and still he was dependent upon his parents 
(or support. Anxiously he awaited the 
third year. The reward now came. Cli- 
ents began to enter his office, and before 
the end of the year he was so crowded 
with business that all solicitude respecting 
a support was at an end. 

When Great Britain commenced war 
against Franct:, m 1793, Mr. Adams wrote 
some articles, urging entire neutrality on 
the part of the United States. The view 
was not a popular one. ^Tanv fcU that as 
France had helped us, we were bound to 
ht'p France. But President Washington 
coincided with Mr. Adams, and issued his 
proclamation of neutrality. His writings 
at this time in the Boston journals ^ave 
him so high a reputation, that in June, 
1794, he was appointed by Washington 
resident Minister at the Netherlands. In 
July. 1797. he left The Hague to go to Port- 
ugal as Minister Plenipotentiary. Wash- 
ington at this time wrote to his father, John 
Adams: 

" Without intending to compliment the 
father or the mother, or to censure any 
Others, I give it as my decided opinion, 
that Mr. Adams is the most valuable char- 
acter wc have abroad; and there remains 
no doubt in my mind that he will prove the 
ablest of our diplomatic corps." 

On his way to Portugal, upon his arrival 
in London, he met with dispatches direct- 
ing' him to the court of Berlin, but request- 
ing him to remain in Iv(jndon until he should 
receive instructions. While waiting he 
was married to Miss Louisa Catherine John> 
son, to whom he had been previously en- 
gaged. Miss Johnson was a daughter of 
Mr. Joshua Johnson, American Consul 
in l.<:)rid(m»aiid was a lady endowed with 
that beauty and those accomplishments 
which fitted her to mcne in the elevated 
sphere (or which slic was destined. 



In July, 1799, having fulfilled all the pur- 
poses of his mission, Mr. Adams returned. 
In 1802 he was chosen to the Senate of 
Massachusetts from Boston, and then w9» 
' elected Senator of the United States for six 
! years from March 4, 1804. His reputation, 
I his ability and his experience, placed hira 
immediately among the most prominent 
and influential members of that body. He 
sustained the Government in its measures 
of resistance to Itic encroachments of Eng- 
land, destroying our commerce and insult- 
ing our flag. There was no man in America 
more familiar with the arrojjance of the 
British court upon these points, and no 
one more resolved to present a firm resist- 
"ance. This course, so truly patriotic, and 
which scarcely a voice will now be found 
5 to condemn, alienated him from the Fed- 
eral party dominant in Boston, and sub- 
jected hira to censure. . 

In 1805 Mr. Adams was chosen professor 
of rhetoric in Harvard Colle«^e. His lect- 
ures at this place were subsequently pub- 
lished. In 1809 he was sent as Minister to 
Russia. He was one of the commissioners 
(hat neg'otiated the treaty of peace with 
Great Britain, signed December 24, 1814, 
and he was appointed Minister to the court 
of St. James in 1815. In 1817 he became 
Secretary of State in Mr. Monroe's cabinet 
in which position he remained eight years. 
Few will now contradict the assertion that 
the duties of that offi<!e were never more 
ably discharged. Probably the most im- 
portant measure which Mr. .Adams con- 
ducted was the purchase of Florida from 
Spain for $5,oooxxx>w 

The campaign of 1824 was an exciting 
one. Four candidates were in the field. 
Of the 260 electoral voles that were cast, 
Andrew Jackson received ninety-nine; John 
Quincy Adams, eighty-four; William H. 
Crawford, fortv-onc, and Heniv Clay, 
thirty-seven. As there was no choice by 
the people, the question went to the House 
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of Representatives. Mn Clay gave the 
vote of Kentucky to Mr. Adams, and he ! 

was elected. j 

1 he friends of all disappointed candidates 
now combined in a venomous assault upon 
Mr. Adams There is nothings more dis- 
tjraceful in the jiast liislorv nf our cmntrv 
than the abuse which was poured in «>ne 
uninterrupted stream upon this high- 
minded. upri<;hi, patriotic man. There was 
never an administration mnre pitrt^ in prin- 
ciples, more conscientiously devoted to the 
best interests of the country, than that of 
John Quincy Adams; and never, perhaps, 
was there an adininistr.'ilion more unscru- 
piilotisly assailed. Mr. Adams took Iiis seat 
in the presidential chair resolved not to 
know any partisanship, but only to con- 
sult for the interestsof the whole Republic, 
He refused to dismiss any man from of- 
fice for his political views. If he was a iaith- 
ful officer that was enough. Bitter must 
have been his disappointment tofindthatthe 
Nation cotilfl not appreciate such crnuUict. 

Mr. Adams, in his public manners, was 
cold and repulsive; though with his per- 
sonal friends he was at times very genial. 
This chilling adtlrcss vcrv scriouslv f!e 
traded from his popularity. No one can 
read an impartial record of his administra- 
tion without admitting that a more noble 
example of uncompn)mising dignity can 
sea reel V hf found. If was stated piibliciv | 
that Mr. .-\dams" adunnistration was to be 
put down, " though it be as pure as the an- 
gels which stand at the right band of the 
throne of do l." Manv of the active par- 
ticipants in tiicsc scenes lived to regret the 
course they pursued. Some years after. 
Warren R. Davis, of -South Carolina, turn- , 
ing to Ml Adams, then a member of the 
House ol Representatives, said: 

Well do I remember the enthusiastic 
zeal with which we reproached the admin- 
istration of that iij^cntlcman, and the ardor 
and vehemence with which we labored to 



bring in another. For the share I had in 

these transactions, and it was not a small 
one, / Ao/>f God 'Mill forgivt far J ikaii 
never forgive myself T 

March 4, 1829, Mr. Adams retired from 
the Presidency' and was succeeded by -'\n- 
drcu' Jackson, the latter receiving 168 out 
of 261 electoral votes. John C. Calhoun 
was elected Vice-President. The slavery 
question now began to assume pretentious 
magnitude. Mr. Adams returned to 
Quincy, and pursued his studies with una- 
bated zeal. But he was not long permitted 
to remain in retirement. In November, 
1830, he was ekctf d to Conrrrcss. In this 
he recognized the principle that it is honor- 
able for the General of yesterday to act as 
Corporal t&day, if by so doing he can ren- 
der service to his country. Deep as are 
our ohliq-afion? to John Quincy Adams for 
his services as embassador, as Secretary ol 
State and as President; in his capacity as 
l^islator in the House of Represenln- 
tives, he conferred benefits ujion our land 
which eclipsed all the rest, and which can 
never be over-estimated. 

For seventeen years, until his death, he 
occupied tlic post of Representative, tow- 
ering above all his peers, ever ready to do 
brave battle for freedom, and winning the 
title of *'the old man eloquent." Upim 
taking his scat in the House he announced 
that he should hold himself hoimd to no 
party. He was usually the hist 111 his 
place in the morning, and the last to leave 
his seat in the evening. Not a measure 
could escajK' his scrntinv. Tlic battle 
which he fougiit, almost singly, agamst the 
pro-slavery party in the Government, was 
sublime in its moral daring and heroism. 
I'or persisting in presenting petitions for 
the abolition of slavery, he was threatened 
with indictment by the Grand Jury, with 
expulsion from the House, with assassina- 
tion; but no threats could intimidate him, 
and his ftnal triumph was complete. 
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On one occasion Mr. Adams presented a 
,^tion, signed by several women, against 
the annexation of Texas for the purpose of 
cutting it up into slave States, ^^r. IIou 
ard, of Maryland, said that these women 
discredited not only themselves, but their 
section of the country, by tttmin|r from 
their domestic duties to the conflicts of po- 
litical life. 

"Are women," exclaimed Mr. Adams, 
" to have no opinions or actions on subjects 
relating to the general welfare? Where 
did the gentleman get his principle? Did 
he find it in sacred history, — in the language 
of Miriam, the prophetess, in one of the 
noblest and sublime songs of triumph that 
ever met the human eye or ear? Did the 
gentleman never hear of Deborah, to whom 
the children of Israel came up for judg- 
ment ? Has he forgotten the deed of Jael. 
who slew the dreaded eiiemv of her coun- 
try ? Has he forgotten Esther, who, by her 
petition saved her people and her coun- 
try? 

" To go from sacred history to profane, 
docs the gentleman there find it ' discredita- 
ble ' for women to take an interest in politi- 
cal affairs? Has he forgotten the Spartan 
mother, who said to her son when going 
out to battle, ' Mv son. come back to me 
with thy shield, or upon thy shield ? ' Does 
he remember Cloella and her hundred com- 
panions, who swam across the river uni^er 
a shcH'cr of darts, cscapini^ from Porsciui? 
Has he forgotten Cornelia, the mother of 
the Gracchi? Does he not remember Por- 
tia, the wife of Brutus and the daughter of 
Cato ? 

" To come to later periods, what says the 
history of our Anglo-Saxon ancestors? 
To say nothing of Boadicea, the British 
heroine in the time of the Caesars, what 
name is more ilhistrious than that of Eliza- 
beth ? Or, if he will go to the continent, 
will he not find the names of Maria Theresa 

of Hungary, of the two Catherines of 
« 



Prussia, and of Isabella of Castile, the pa- 
troness of Columbus ? Did she bring ' dis. 
credit ' on her sex by mingling in poUtics? " 

In this glowing strain Mr. Adams si- 
lenced and overwhelmed his antagonists. 

In January, 1842, Mr. Adams presented 
a petition from forty-five citizens of Haver- 
hill, Massachusetts, praying for a peaceable 
dissolution of the Union. The pro-slavery 
party in Congress, who were then plotting 
the destruction of the Government, were 
aroused to a pretense of commotion such as 
even our stormy ha!! of leg^islation has 
rarely witnessed. They met in caucus, and, 
finding that they probably would not be 
able to expel Mr. Adams from the House 
drew up a series of resolutions, which, if 
adopted, would inflict upon him disgrace, 
equivalent to expulsion. Mr. Adams had 
presented the petition, which was most re- 
spectfully worded, and had moved that it be 
referred to a committee instructed to re- 
port an answer, showing the reason why 
the prayer ought not to be granted. 

It was the 25th of January, The whole 
body of the pro-slavery party came crowd- 
ing together in the House, prepared to 
crush Mr. Adams forever. One of the num. 
ber, Thomas F. Marshall, of Kentucky, was 
appointed to read the resolutions, which 
accused Mr. Adams of high treason, of 
having insulted the Government, and 01 
meriting expulsion; but for which deserved 
punishment, tlie House, in its great mercy, 
would substitute its severest censure. With 
the assumption of a very solemn and mag- 
isterial air, there being breathl«» silence in 
the audience, Mr. Marshall hurled the care- 
fully prepared anathemas at his victim. 
Mr. Adams stood alone, the whole pro-siav- 
ery party against him. 

As soon as the resolutions were read, 
every eye beirii^ Iked upon him, that bold 
old man, whose scattered locks were whit- 
ened by seventy-five years, casting a wither- 
ing glance in the direction of his assailants, 
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in a clear, shrill tone, tremukMis with sup- 
pressed emotion, said: 

" In rc]ily to this audacious, atrocious 
charge ot high treason, I call for the read- 
ing of the first paragraph of the Declaration 
of Independence. Read it ! Read it ! and 
see wliat that says of the rights of a pcoi)lc 
to reform, to change, and to dissolve their 
Government' 

The attitude, the manner, the tone, the 
words; the venerable old man, with flash- 
ing eye and flushed check, and whose verv 
form seemed to expand under the inspiratiun 
of the occasion — all presented a scene over- 
flowing in its sublimity. There was breath- 
less sik'nce as that paragraph was read, in 
defense of whose principles our fathers had 
pledged their Uves» their fortunes and their 
sacred honor. It was a proud hour to Mr. 
Adams as they were all compelled to listen 
to the words: 

" That, (o secure these rights, govern- 
ments are instituted among men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the 
governed; and that whenever any form of 
government becomes destructive of those 
ends, it Is the right of the people to alter or 
abolish it, and to institute new governnient, 
layiiii; its (oundalions on such principles 
and organizmg its powers in such form 
as shall seem most likely to effect their 
safety and happiness." 

That one sentence routed and baffled the 



foe. The heroic old man looked around 
upon the audience, and thundered out, 

" Read that again ! " It was again read. 
Then in a few fiery, logical words he stated 
his defense in terms which even prejudiced 
minds could not resist. His discomfited 
assailants made several attempts to rally. 
After a conflict of eleven daj?s they gave 
up vanquished and their resolution was ig- 
nominiousiy laid upon the table. 

In January, 1S46, when seventy-eight 
years of age, he look part in the great de- 
bate on the Oregon question, displaying 
intellectual vigor, and an extent and accu- 
racy of acquaintance with the subject that 
excited great admiration. 

On the 21st of February, 184S, he rose on 
the floor of Congress with a paper in his 
hand to address the Speaker. Suddenly 
he fell, stricken by paralysis, and was caught 
in the arms of those around him. For a 
time he was senseless and was conveyed 
to a sofa in the rotunda. With reviving 
consciousness he opened his eyes, looked 
calmly around and said, " This is the end of 
earth** Then after a moment's pause, he 
added. ^lam contour These were his last 
words, and he soon breathed his last, in the 
a])artnient beneath tlie dome Ol llie capitol 
— the theater (j1 his labors and Itis triumphs. 
In the language of hymnology, he **died at 
his post;** he ceased at once to work and 
Uve." 
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NDREW JACKSON, 
the seventh President 
of the United States, 
"'^-'> 37' was born at 
the Waxhaw Settle- 
ment, Union Coun- 
ty, North Carolina, 
March i6, 1767. His parents 
were Srofcti-Irish, natives of 
Carrickfcrgus, who came to 
America in 1765, and settled 
on Twelve-Mile Creek, a trib* 
utaiy of the Catawba. His 



father, \vh< 



a poor farm 



labuier, died bUui Uy before An- 
drew's birth, when his mother removed to 
Waxhaw, where some relatives resided. 

Few particulars of the childhood of Jack 
son have been pre.served. His education 
was of the most limited Idnd, and he showed 
no fondness for books. He grew up to be a 
tall, lank boy, with coarse hair and freck- 
led cheeks, with bare feet dangling from 
trousers too short for him, very fond of ath> 
letic sports, running, boxing and wrestling. 
He was generous to (he yonriLrfr and 
weaker boys, but very irascible and over- 
bearing with his equals and superiors. He 
was profane— a vice in which he surpassed 
all other men. The character of his mother 



he revered; and it was not until after her 
death that his predominant vices gained 
full strength. 

In 1780, at the age of thirteen, Andrew, 
or Andy, as he was called, with his brother 
Robert, volunteered to serve in the Revo- 
hitionary forces under General Sumter, and 
was a witness of the latter's defeat at Hang- 
ing Rock. In the following year the 
brothers were made prisoners, and confined 
in Camden, experiencing brutal treatment 
from th«r captors, and being spectators of 
General Green's defeat at Hobkirk Hill. 
Through their mother's exertions the boys 
were exchanged while suffering from small- 
pox. In two days Robert was dead, and 
Andy apparently dying. The straigth of 
his constitution triumphed, and he regained 
health and vigor. 

As he was getting better, his mother 
heard the cry of anguish from the prison- 
ers whom the British held in Charleston, 
among whom were the sons of her sisters. 
She hastened to their relief, was attacked 
by fever, died and was buried where her 
grave could never be found. Thus Andrew 
Jackson, when fourteen years of age, was 
left alone in the world, without father, 
mother, sister or brother, and without one 
dollar which he could call his own. He 
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soon entered a saddler's shop, and labored 
diligcsitly for six months. But gradually, 

as health returned, he became more and 
more a wild, reckless, lawless boy. He 
gambled, drank and was regarded as about 
the worst character that could be found. 

He now turm d schoolmaster. He could 
teach the alphabet, jtc-rhaps the multiplica- 
tion table; and as lie was a very bold boy, 
it is possible he might have ventured to 
teach ;i little w ritint^^. But he soon began to 
think <jf a {;rofes.sion and decided to study 
law. With a very slender purse, and on 
the back of a very fine horse, be set out 
for Salisbury, North Carolina, where he 
entered the law office of Mr. McCay. 
Here he remained two years, professedly 
studying law. He is still remembered in 
traditions of Salisbury, which say: 

"Andrew Jackson was the most roaring, 
roHickiiif^-, horsc-raciii<^, card-plaving-, mis- 
chievous fellow that ever lived in Salisbury. 
He did not trouble the law-books much." 

Andrew was now, at the age of twenty, 
a tall younf^f man, beins;' over six feet in 
height. He was slender, remarkably grace- 
ful and dignified in his manners, an exquis- 
ite horseman, and developed, amidst his 
loathesome profanity and multifonn vices,a 
vein of rare magnanimity. His temper was 
fiery in the extreme; but it was s^d of him 
that no man knew better than Andrew 
Jackson when to get angry and when not. 

In 1786 he was admitted to the bar, and 
two years later removed to Nashville, 
in what was then the western district of 
North Carolina, with the appointment of so- 
licitor, or public prosecutor. It was an of. 
fice of little honor, small emolument and 
great peril. Few men could be found to 
accept it. 

And now .\ndrew Jackson commenced 
vigorously to practice law. It was an im- 
portant part of his business to collect debts. 
It required nerve. During the first seven 
years of his residence in those wilds he 



traversed the almost pathless forest between 
Nashville and Jonesborough, a distance of 

2<X) miles, twenty-two times. Hostile In- 
dians were constantly on the watch, and a 
man was liable at any moment to be shot 
down in his own field. Andrew Jackson 
was just the man for this service — a wild, 
daring, rough backwoodsman. Daily he 
made hair-breadth escapes. He seemed to 
bear a charmed life. Boldly, alone or with 
few companions, he traversed the forests, 
encountering all perils and triumphing 
over all. 

In 1790 Tennessee became a Territory, 

and Jackson was ap[)ointcd, by President 
Washington, United .States Attorney for 
the new district. In 1791 he married Mrs. 
Rachel Robards (daughter of Colonel John 
Donelson), whom he supposed to have been 
divorced in that year by an act of the Leg- 
islature of Virginia. Two years alter this 
Mr. and Mrs. Jackson learned, to their 
great surprise, that Mr. Robards had just 
obtained a divorce in one of the courts Of 
Kentucky, and that the act of the Virginia 
Legislature was not final, but conditionaL 
To remedy the irregularity as much as pos> 
sibtc, a new license was obtsuned and the 
marriage ceremony was ngain performed. 

It proved to be a marriage of rare felic- 
ity. Probably there never was a more 
affectionate union. However rough Mr. 
Jackson might hayc been abroad, he was 
always gentle and tender at home; and 
through all the vicissitudes of their lives, he 
treated Mrs. Jackson with the most chivaU 
ric attention. 

Under the circumstances it was not nn- 
natural that the facts in the case u( this 
marriage were so misrepresented by oppo- 
nents in the political campa^S a quarter 
or a century later as to become the b.Tsis 
of serious charges against Jackson's moral- 
ity which, however, have been satisfactorily 
attested by abundant evidence. 

Jackson was untiring in his duties as 
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United States Attorney, which deraatidcd 
frequent journeys through the wilderness 
and exposed him to Indian hostilities. He 
acquired considerable property in land, and 
obtained such influence as to be chosen 
a member of the convention which framed 
the Constitution for the new State of Ten- 
nessee, in 1 796, and in that year was elected 
its fu st Representative in Congress. Albert 
Gallatin lluis describes the first appearnncc 
of the Hon. Andrew Jackson in the House: 

"A tall, lank, uncouth-looking personage, 
with locks of hair hanging over his face and 
a cue dou ii his back, tied with an eel skin; 
his dress singular, his manners and deport- 
ment those of a rough backwoodsman." 

Jackson was an earnest advocate of the 
Democratic party. Jefferson was his idol. 
He admired Bon:iparte, loved France and 
hated b.nglanu. As Mr. Jackson took his 
seat, General Washington, whose second 
term of office was just expiring, delivered 
his last speech to Congress. A committee 
drew up a complimentary address in reply. 
Andrew Jackson did not approve the ad- 
dress and was one of twelve who voted 
against it. 

Tennessee had fitted out an expedition 
against the Indians, contrary to the policy 
of the Government A resolution was intro- 
duced that the National Government 
should pay the expenses. Jackson advo- 
cated it and it was carried. This rendered 
him very popular in Tennessee. A va- 
cancy chanced soon after to occur in the 
Senate, and Andrew Jackson was chosen 
United States Senator by the State of Ten- 
nessee. John Adams was then President 
and Thomas Jefferson, Vice-President. 

In 1798 Mr. Jackson returned to Tennes- 
see, and resigned his seat in the Senate. 
Soon after he vras chosen Judge of the Su- 
preme Court of that State, with a salary of 
$600. This office he lield six years. It is 
said that his decisions, though sometimes 
ungrammatical, were generally right He 



did not enjoy his seat upon the bench, and 
renounced the dignity in 1804. About 
this time he was chosen Major-General of 
militia, and lost the title of judge in that of 
General. 

When he retired from the Senate Cham- 
ber, he decided to try his fortune through 
trade. He purchased a slock of goods in 
Philadelphia and sent them to Nashville, 

V, lic'i p !;c f p'^ned n store. He lived about 
thirteen miles from Nashville, on a tract of 
land of several thousand acres, mostly un- 
cultivated. He used a small block-house 
for a store, from a narrow window of 
which he sold goods to the Indians. As he 
had an assistant liis otlice as judge did not 
materially interfere with his business. 

As to slavery, born in the midst of it, the 
idea never seemed to enter his mind that it 
could be wrong. He eventually became 
an extensive slave owner, but he was one of 
the most humane and gentle of masters. 

In 1804 Mr. Jackson withdrew from pol- 
itics and settled on a plantation which he 
called the Hermitage, near Nashville. He 
set up a cotton-gin, formed a partnership 
and traded in New Orleans, making the 
voyage on Hatboats. Through his hot tem- 
per he became involved in several quarrels 
and " affairs of honor," during this period, 
in one of which he was severely wounded, 
but had the tnislortnnc to kill his o])ponent, 
Charles Dickinson. For a time this affair 
greatly injured General Jackson's popular* 
ity. The verdict then was, and continues 
to be. that General Jackson was outra- 
geously wrong. If he subsequently felt any 
remorse he never revealed it to anyone. 

In 180$ Aaron Burr had visited Nash- 
ville and been a guest of Jackson, with 
whom he corresponded on the subject of a 
war with Spain, which was &ntici|>ated and 
desired by them, as well as by the people 
of the Southwest generally. 

Burr repeated his visit in September, 
1806, when he engaged in the cele«:>:ated 
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combioations which led to his trial for trea- 
son. He was warml j received by Jackson, 
at whose instance a public ball was given 

in his honor at Nashville, and contracted 
with the latter for boats and provisions. 
Early in 1807, when Burr had been pro- 
claimed a traitor by President Jefferson, 

voluntc'or forces (or the Federal service 
were or^ani/cd at Nashville under Jack- 
son's commund; but his energy and activ- 



against the Seminoles ol Florida, during 
which he sdxed upon Pensacda and exe. 
cuted by courtmartial two British Subjects. 

Arbuthnot and Ambrister acts which 

might easily have involved the United 
States in war both with Spain and Great 
Britain. Fortunately the peril was averted 

by the cession of Florida to tlie United 
States; and Jackson, who had escaped a 
trial for the irregularity of his conduct 



hy did not shield him from suspicions of j only through a divirion of opinion in Mon. 



COnnivatM» in the supposed treason. He 
was summoned to Richmond as a witness 
in burr's trial, but was not called to the 
Stand, probably because he was outspoken 
in his partisanship. 

On the outbreak of the war with Great 
Britain io 1812, Jackson tendered his serv- 
icesy and in January, 181 3, embarked for 
New Orleans at the head of the Tennessee 
contingent. In Marcli !u; received an or- 
der to disband his forces; but in Septem- 
ber he again took the field, in the Creek 
war, and in conjunction with his former 
partner, Colonel Coffee, inflicted upon the 
Indians the memorable defeat at Talladega, 
Emuckiaw and TaWapoosji. 

In May, 1814, Jackson, who had now ac- 
quired a national reputation, was appointed 
a Maior-General of the Ignited St.itesarmy, 
and commenced a campaign against the 



roe's cabinet, was appointed in 1821 Gov- 
ernor of the new Territory. Soon after he 
declined the appointment of minister to 
Mexico. 

In 1823 Jackson waselected to the United 

States Senate, and nominated by the Ten- 
nessee Legislature for the Presidency. This 
candidacy, though a matter of surprise, and 
even mcrryment, speedily became popular, 
and in 18:14, when the stormy electoral can- 
vas resulted in the choice (jf John Quincy 
Adams by the House of Representatives, 
General Jackson received the hu^gest popu- 
lar vote among the four candidates. 

In 1828 Jackson was triumphantly elected 
President over Adams after a campaign of 
unparalleled bitterness. He was inaugti- 
rated March 4, 1829, and at once removed 
from office all the incumbents l>eloni,nngto 
the opposite party — a procedure new to 



British in Florida. He conducted the de- I American politics, but which naturally be^ 



fense at Mobile, September 1 5. seized upon 
Pensacola, November C>, and immrdiately 
transported the bulk ot his troops to New 
Orleans, then threatened by a powerful 
naval force. Martial law was declared in 
Louisiana, the .State militia was called to 
arms, engagements with the British were 
fought December 23 and 28, and after re-en- 
foroements had been received on both sides 
the famous victory of January 8, 1815, 
rrowncd Jackson's fame as a soldier, and 
made him the typical American hero of 
the first half of the nineteenth century. 
In i8i7-*i8 Jackson conducted the war 



can)e a precedent. 

His first term was characterized by quar- 
rels between the Vice-President, Calhoun, 
and the Secretary of State, Van Buren, at- 
tended by ft cabinet crisis originating in 
scandals connected with the name of Mrs. 
General Eaton, wife ot the Secretary of 
War; by the beginning of his war upon the 
United States Bank, and by his vigorous 
action against the partisans of Calhoun, 
who, in Sonth Carolina, threatened to 
nullif}- the acts of Congress, establishing a 
protective tariff. 
In the Presidential campaign of 1833 
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Jackson received 219 out of 288 electoral 
votes» hn competitor being Mr. Ciaj» while 
Mr. Wirt, on an Anti-Masonic platform, 

received the vote of Vermont alone. In 
1833 President Jackson removed the G-ov- 
erament deposits from the United States 
bank, thereby incurring a vote of censure 
from the Senate, which was, however, ex- 
punged four years later. During this second 
term of office the Cherokees, Choctaws and 
CrMfcs were removed, not without diffi- 
culty, from Georgia, Alabama and Missis- 
sippi, to the Indian Territory; the National 
debt was extinguished; Arkansas and 
Michigan were admitted as States to the 
Union; the Seminole war was renewed; the 
anti-slavery agitaticjii first acquired impor- 
tance; the Mormon delusion, which had 
organized in 1829, attained considerable 
proportions in Ohio and Missouri, and the 
country experienced its greatest pecuniary 
panic. 

Railroads with locomotive propulsion 
were irtrodaced into America during Jadc- 
son's first term, and had become an impor- 
tant e'c'ncnt of national life before the 
close of his second term. For many rea- 
sons, theretore, the administration of Presi- 
dent Jacksr^n formed an era in American 
histnrv, political, social and industrial. 
He succeeded in effecting the election of 



5» 

his friend Van Buren as his successor, re- 
tired from the Presidency March 4, 1837, 
and led a tranquil life at the Hermitage 
until his death, which occurred June 8, 

1845. 

During his closing years he was a pro- 
fessed Christian and a member of the Plres. 
byterian church. No American of this 
century has been the subject of such oppo- 
site judgments, fie was loved and hated 
with equal vehemence during his life, but 
at the present distance of time from his 
career, while opinions still vary as to the 
merits of his public acts, few of his country- 
men will question that he was a warm- 
hearted, brave, patriotic, honest and sincere 
man. If his disting^iiishing qualities were 
not such as constitute statesmanship, in the 
highest sense, he at least never pretended 
to other merits than such as were written 
to his credit on the page of American his. 
tory— not attempting to disguise the de. 
merits which were equally legible. The 
majority crf his countiyroen accepted and 
honored him, in spite of all that calumny 
as well as truth could allege a^inst him. 
His faults may therefore be truly said to 
have been those of his time; his magnifi* 
cent virtues may also, with the same ju^ 
ticc, be consirlcrcd as typical of a state oT 
society which has nearly passed away. 
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ARTIN VAN BU- 
REN, the eighth 
President of the 
United States, 1837- 
41, was born at Kin- 
(Icrhook, New York, 
December 5, 1782. 
1 1 is ancestors were of Dutch 
origin, and were among the 
earliest cniigrants from Hol- 
iml to the banks of the 
Hudson. His father was a 
"^^^^ tavern-keeper, as well as a 
Jft^m^ farmer, and a very decided 

m Dcinocr.it 

Murlia couimenccd the study 
of law at the age of fourteen, and took an 
active part in politics before he had reached 
the n^c of twenty. In 1803 he commenced 
the practice of law in his native village. 
In 1809 he removed to Hudson, the shire 
town of his county, where he spent seven 
years, f^ainini:^ sfretii^th bv conttMuliiiL^ in 
the courts with some of the ablest men 
who have adorned the bar of his State. 
The heroic example of John Quincy Adams 
in retaining in office every faithful man, 
without rej^ard to his political iirrfcrenccs, 
had been thoroughly repudiated by Gen- 
eral Jackson. The unfortunate principle 
was now fully established, tiiat " to the 
victor belong the spoils." Still, this prin- 
ciple, to which Mr. Van Burcn gave his ad- 



herence, was not devoid of inconveniences. 

When, subsequently, he attained power 
which placed vast patronage in his hands, 
he was heard to say : " I prefer an office 
that has no patronage. When I give a man 
an office I ofTcnd liis disappointed competi- 
tors and their friends. Nor am I certain oi 
gaining a friend in the man I appoint, for. 
in all probability t he expected something 
better." 

In 1812 Mr. Van Buren was elected to 
the State Senate. In 181 $ he was appointed 
Attorney-General, and in 1 S16 to the Senate 

n second time, in 1818 there was a g^eat 
sjilit in the Demficratir party in New York, 
and Mr. Van Burcn took the lead in or- 
ganizing that portion of the party called 
the Albany l\<-:< :n v, which is said to have 
swayed the tUstinies of the State for a 
quarter of a century. 

In 1 821 he was chosen a member of the 
eonvention for revising the State Constitu- 
tion, in which he advocated an extension of 
the franchise, but opposed universal suf- 
frage, and also favored the proposal that 
colored persons, in order to vote, should 
have freehold property to the amount of 
$250. In this vear he was also elected to 
the United States Senate, and at the con. 
elusion of his term, in 1827, was re-elected, 
but resigned the following year, having 
be-en chf>sen Governor of the State. In 
March, 1829, he was appointed Secretary of 
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State by President Jackson, but resigned 
in April, 1831, and during the recess of 

Congress was appointed minister to Eng- 
land, whither he proceeded in September, 
but the Senate, when convened in Decern- 
ber, refused to ratify the appointment 

In May* 1833, Mr. Van Bnren was nomi* 
nated as the Democratic candidate for Vice- 
President, and elected in the following 
November. May 26, 1836, he received the 
nomination to sucoeed General Jadcson as 
President, and received 170 electoral votes, 

out of 283. 

Scarcely had he taken his seat in the 
Presidential chair when a financial panic 
swept over the land. Many attributed 
this to the war which General Jackson had 
waged on the banks, and to his endeavor to 
secure an almost exclusive specie currency. 
Nearly every bank in the country was com. 
pcllcd to suspend specie payment, and ruin 
pervaded all our great cities. Not less than 
254 houses failed in New York in one week. 
All public works were brought to a stand, 
and there was a general state of dismay. 
I 'resident Van Buren urg^ed the adoption of 
the independent treasury system, which 
was twice passed in the Senate and defeated 
in the House, but fir^ally became a law near 
the close of his r^dminirtration. 

Another important measure w^is the pass- 
age of a preemption law, giving actual set> 
tiers the preference in the purchase of 
public lands. The question of slavery, also, 
now began to assume great prominence in 
national politics, and after an elaborate 
anti-slavery speech by Mr. Slade, of Ver- 
mont, in the Honsc of Representatives, the 
.Southern members withdrew for a separate 
consultation, at which Mr. Rhett, of South 
Carolina, proposed to declare it expedient 
that the Union should be dissolved ; but 
the matter was tided over by the passage 
uf a resolution that no petitions or papers 
relating to slavery should be in any way 
considered or acted upon. 



In the Presidential election of 1 840 Mr. 
Van Buren was nominated, without opposi- 
tion, as the Democratic candidate, William 
H. Harrison being the candidate of the 
Whig party. The Democrats carried only 
seven States, and out of 294 electoral votes 
only sixty were. for Mr. Van Buren, the re* 
mninins^ 234 bein^ for his opponent. The 
Whif:^ popular majority, however, was not 
lar^c, the elections in many of the States 
being very dose. 

March 4, 1841, Mr. Van Buren retired 
from the Presidency. From his fine estate 
at Lindenwald he still exerted a powerful 
influence upon the politics of the country. 
In 1844 he was again proposed as the 
Democratic candidate for the Presidency, 
and a majority of the delegates of the 
nominating convention were in hb favor ; 
but, owing to his opposition to the pro- 
posed annexation of Texas, he could not 
secure the requisite two-thirds vote. His 
name was at length withdrawn by his 
friends, and Mr. Folk received the nomina* 
tion, and was elected. 

In 18.^8 Mr. Cass was the regular Demo- 
cratic candidate. A schism, however, 
sprang up in the party, upon the question 
dk the permission of slavery in the newly- 
acquired territory, and a portion of the 
party, taking the name of " Free-Soilers," 
nominated Mr. Van Buren. They drew 
away sufficient votes to secure the election 
of Geiit rn! Taylor, the Whig candidate. 
After this Mr. Van Buren retired to his es- 
tate at Kindeiiiook, where the remainder 
of his life was passed, with the exception of 

a F.urnpean tour in 1853. Fie died at 
Kinderhook, July 24, 1862, at the age uf 
eighty years. 

Martin Van Buren was a great and good 
man, and no one will question his right to 
a high position among those who have 
been the successors of Washington in the 
faithful occupancy of the Presidential 
chair. 



Digitized by Google 



56 



PRaStDSNTS d# TNB OHit&D STATES. 






1 L L I A M HENRY 
HARRISON, the 
ninth President of 
the United States, 
I 84 I, was bom 
February 9, 1773, 
in Charies County, 
Virginia, at Berkeley, the rcsi- 
(Iciue of his father, Governor 
Bc-njaiiiiii Harrison. He studied 
at Hampden, Sidney College, 
with a view of entering the med- 
ical profession. After graduation 
he went to Philadelphia to study 
medicine under the instruction of 
Dr. Rush. 
George Washington was then President 
y{ the United States. The Indians were 
committing fearful ravages on our North- 
western frontier. Young Harrison, either 
lured by the love of adventure^ OT moved 
by the sufferings of families exposed to the 
most horrible outrages, abandoned his med- 
ical studies and entered the army, having 
obtained a commission of ensign from Pres- 
ident Washington. The first duty assigned 
him was to take a train of pack-horses 
bound to Fort Hamilton, on the Itfiami 
River, about forty miles from Fort Wash- 
ington. He was soon promoted to the 



rank of Lieutenant, and joined the army 
which Washington had placed under the 
comniand of General Wayne to prosecute 
more vigorously the war with the In- 
dians. Lieutenant Harrison received great 
commendation from his commanding offi- 
cer, and was promoted to the rank of 
Captain, and placed in command at Fort 
Washington, now Cincmnati, Ohio. 

About this time he married a daughter 
of John Cleves Symmes, one of the fron- 
tiersmen who had established a thriving 
settlement on the bank of the Maumee. 

In 1797 Captain Harrison resigned his 
commission in the army and was appointed 
Secretary of the Northwest Territory, and 
fx-^jfieio Lieutenant-Governor, General St 
Clair being then Governor of the Territory. 
At that time the law in reference to the 
disposal of the public lands was such that 
no one could purchase in tracts less than 
4,000 acres. Captain Harrison, in the 
face of violent opposition, succeeded in 
obtaining so much of a modification of 
this unjust law that the land was sold in 
alternate tracts of 640 and 320 acres. The 
Northwest Territory Vas then entitled 
to one delegate in Omgress, and Cap- 
tain Harrison was diosen to fill that of* 
fice. In 1800 he was appointed Governor 
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of Indiana Territory and soon after of 
Upper Louisiana. He was also Superin- 
tendent of Indian Affairs, and so well did he 
fulfill these duties that he was four times 
appointed totliis ofTicc. During his admin- 
istration he effected thirteen treaties with 
the Indians, by which the United States 
acquired 60,000,000 acres of land. In 1804 
he obtained a cession from the Indians of 
all the land between the Illinois River and 
the Mississippi. 

In 1612 he was made Major«Generat of 
Kentucl^ militia and Brigadier-Genera! 
in the army, with the command of the 
Northwest frontier. In 1813 he was made 
Major-General, and as such won much re- 
nown by the defense of Fort Meigs, and the 
battle of the Thames, October 5. 1S13. In 
1814 he left the army and was employed in 
Indian affairs by the Government 

In 1816 General Harrison was chosen a 
member of the National flouse of Repre- 
sentatives to represent the district of Ohro. 
In the contest wliich preceded liis election 
he was accused of corruption in req>ect to 
the commissariat of the army. Immedi- 
ately upon taking his seat, he called for an 
investigation of the charge. A committee 
was appointed, and his vindication was 
triumphant. A high compliment was paid 
to his patriotism, disinterestedness and 
devotion to the public service. For these 
services a gold medal was presented lo him 
with the thanks of Congress. 

In i8tg he was elected to the Senate of 
Ohio, and in 1SJ4, as one of the Presiden- 
tial electors of that State, he gave his vote 
to Henry Clay. In the same year he was 
elected to the Senate of the United States. 
In 1828 he was appointed by President 
Adams minister plenipotentiary to Colom- 
bia, but was recalled by General Jackson 
immediately after the inauguration of the 

latter. 

Upon his return to the United States, 
General Harrison retired to his farm at 



North Bend. Hamilton County, Ohio, six- 
teen miles below Cincinnati, where for 
twelve years he was clerk of the County 
Court He once owned a distillery* but 

perceiving the sad effects of whisky upon 
the surrounding population, he promptly 
abandoned his business at great pecuniary 
sacrifice. 

In 1836 General Harrison was brought 
forward as a candidate for the Presidency. 
Van Buren was the administration candi- 
date; the opposite party could not unite, 
and four candidates were brought forward. 
Cyenera! Harrison received seventy-three 
1 electoral votes without any general concert 
I among his friends. The Democratic party 
; triumphed and Mr. Van Bnren was chosen 
I President. In 1839 General Harrison wr-s 
again nominated for the Presidency by the 
Whigs, at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Van Buren being the Democratic candi- 
date. General Harrison received 234 elec- 
toral votes against sixty for his opponent. 
This election is memorable chiefly for the 
then extraordinary means employed during 
the canvass for popular votes. Mass meet- 
ings and processions were introduced, and 
the watchwords " log cabiii " and " hard 
cider" were effectually used by theWhigSi 
and aroused a popular enthusiasm. 

A vast concourse of people attended his 
inauguration. His address on that occasion 
was in accordance with his antecedents, and 
gave great satisfaction. A short time after he 
took his seat, he was seized by a pleurisy- 
fever, and after a few days of violent sick- 
ness, died April 4, just one short month after 
his inauguration. His death was universally 
regarded as one of the greatest of National 
calamities. Never, since the death of 
Washington, were there, throughout one 
land, such demonstrations of sorrow. Not 
one single spot can be found to sully his 
fame; and through all ages Americans will 
pronounce with love and reverence the 
name of William Henry Harrison. 
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'OIIX TYLER, the tenth 
I 'resident of the United 
States, was born in 
Charles City County, 
\'irginia, March 29, 1790. 
His father, Judj^c John 
Ty ler, possessed large 
landed estates in Virginia, 
and was one of the most 
distinguished men of his 
day, filling the offices of 
Speaker of the House of 
Delegates, Judge of the Su* 
pt c nie Court and Governor 
of ttur State. 
At the early age of twelve 
young John entered William and Mary 
College, and graduated with honor when 
but seventeen years old. He then closely 
applied himself to the study uf law, and at 
nineteen years of age commenced the prac- 
Uce of his profession. When oidy twenty- 
one he was elected to sent in iUc State 
Legislature. He acted with the Demo- 
cratic party and advocated the measures of 
Jefferson and Madison. For five years he 
was elected to the Legislature, receiving 
nearly tin- unanimous vote of his county. 

When but twenty-six years of age he was 
elected a member of Cong^ress. He advo- 
cated a strict construction of the Constitu- 
tion and the most careful vigilance over 



State rights. He was soon compelled to 

resign his seat in Congress, owing to ill 
health, but afterward took his seat in the 
State Legislature, where he exerted a 
powerful influence in promoting public 
works of great utih'tv. 

In 1825 Mr. Tyler was chosen Governor 
of his State — a high honor, for Virginia 
had many able men as competitors for 
the prize. His administration was signall)' 
a successful one. He urged forward inter- 
nal improvements and strove to remove 
sectional jealousies. His popularity secured 
his re-election. In 1827 he was elected 
United States Senator, and upon taking his 
seat jomed the ranks of the opposition. He 
opposed the tariff, voted against the bank 
as unconstitutional, opposed all restrictions 
tipon slavery, resisted all projects of inter* 
nal improvements by the General Govern- 
ment, avowed his sympathy with Mr. Cal< 
houn's views of nullification, and declared 
that General Jackson, by his opposition to 
the nuUiiiers, had abandoned the principles 
of the Democratic party. Such was Mr. 
Tyler^s record in Congress. 

This hostility to Jackson caused Mr, 
Tyler's retirement frmn the Senate, after 
his election to a second term. He soon 
after removed to Williamsbuiig 'or the 
better education of his children, and again 
tooic his seat in the Legislature. 
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In 1839 he was sent to the National Con- 
vention at Harrisbuf]g to nominate a Pre^* 

dent. General Harrison received a majority 
of votes, much to the disappointment of the 
Soutli, wiio had wished for Henry Clay. 
In order to conciliate the Southern Whigs, 
John Tyler was nominated for Vloe-PrMi- 
dent. Harrison and Tyler were inaugu- 
rated March 4, 1841. in one short month 
from that time President Harrison died, 
and Mr. Tyler, to his own surprise as well 
as that of the nation, found himself an 
occupant of the Presidential chair. His 
position was an exceedingly difficult one, 
as he was opposed to the main principles of 
the party which had brouglii him into 
power. General Harrison had selected a 
Whig cabinet Should be retain them, and 
thus surround himself with councilors 
whose views were antagonistic to his own? 
or should he turn against the party that 
bad elected him. and select a cabinet in 
harmony with himself? This was his fear> 
ful dilemma. 

President Tyler deserves more charity 
than he has received. He issued an address 
to the people, which gave general satisfac- 
tion, fie retained the cabinet General 
Harrison had selected. His veto of .i bill 
chartering a new national bank led to an 
open quarrel with the party which elected 
him, and to a resignation of the entire 
cabinet, except Daniel Webster, Secretary | 
of State. 

President Tyler attempted to conciliate. 
He appointed a new cabinet, leaving out all 
strong party men, but the Whig members 
of Congress were not satisfied, and they 
published a manifesto September 13, break- 
ing off all political relations. The Demo» 
crats had a majority in the House; the 
Whigs in the Senate. Mr. Webster soon 
found it necessary to resign, being forced 1 
out by the pressure of his Whig friends. | 

April 12, 1S44, Prendent Tylerconduded, 1 
through Mr. Qilhoun, a treaty for the an- | 



nexation of Texas, which was rejected by 
the Senate ; but he ^ected h» object in the 

closing days of his administration by the 
passage of the joint resolution of March i 
1845. 

He was nominated for the Presidency by 
an informal Democratic Convention, held 
at Baltimore in May, 1844, but soon with- 
drew from the canvass, perceiving that he 
had not gained the confidence of the Demo- 
crats at large. 

Mr. Tyler's administration was particu- 
larly unfortunate. No one was satisfied. 
Whigs and Democrats alike assailed him. 
Situated as he wm, it is more than can 
be expected of human nature that he 
should, in all cases, have acted in the wisest 
manner ; but it will probably be tl»c verdict 
of all candid men, in a careful review of his 
career, that John Tyler was placed in a 
position of such difficulty that he could not 
pursue any course which would not expose 
him to severe censure and denunciation. 

In 18 1 3 Mr. Tyler married Letttia Cbris> 
tian, who bore him three sons and three 
daughters, and died ui W ashington in 1842. 
June 26, 1844, he contracted a second mar* 
riage with Miss Julia Gardner, of New 
York. He lived in almost complete retire- 
ment from politics until February, 1861, 
when he was a member of the abortive 
** peace convention," held at Washington, 
and was chosen its President. Soon after 
he renounced his alleg^inncc to the United 
Slates and was elected to the Confederate 
Congress. He died at Richmond, January 
17, 1862, after a short iilness* 

Unfortunately for his memory the name 
of John Tyler must forever be associated 
with all the misery of that terrible Re- 
bellion, whose cause he openly espoused. 
It is with sorrow that history records tliat 
a President of the United States died white 
defending the flag of rebellion, whidi was 
arrayed against the national banner in 
deadly warfare. 
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AMES KNOX POLK, 
the eleventh President of 
the United States, 1845- 

'40, was born in Mcck- 
iSf Icnbiirg County, North 
Carolina, November 2, 
179$. He Mras the eldest 
son of a family of six sons 
and four daughters, and was 
- a grand-nephew of Colonel 
Thomas Polk, celebrated in 
connection with the Meck- 
lenburg:: Declaration ol In- 
dependence. 
In 1806 his father, Samuel 
Polk, emigrated with his fam- 
:l3' two or three hundred miles west to the 
valiey ol the Duck River. He was a sur- 
veyor as well as farmer, and gradually in. 
creased in wealth until he became one of 
the leading men of the region. 

In the common schools James rapidly be- 
came proficient in all the common branches 
of an Eng^liah education. In 181 3 he was 
sent to Murfreesboro Academy, and in the 
autumn of 1815 entered the sophomore class 
in the University of North Carolina, at 
Chapel Hill, graduating in 1818. After a 
short season of recreation he went to Nasti- 
vilic and entered the law office of Felix 
Grundy. As soon af^ he had his finished 



legal studies and been admitted to the bar, 
he returned to Columbia, the shire town of 

Maury County, and openeu an office. 

James K. Polk ever adhered to the polit- 
ical faith of his father, which was that of 
ajeffersonian Republican. In 1823 he was 
elected to the Legisbture ol Tennessee. As 
a "strict constructionist," he did not think 
ih.it the Constitution empowered the Gen- 
eral Government to carry on a system ol 
internal improvements in the States, but 
deemed it important that it should have 
that power, and wished the Constitution 
amended that it might be conferred. Sub> 
scquently , however, he became alarmed lest 
the General Government become so strong 
as to undertake to interfere with slavery. 
Me therefore gave all his influence to 
strengthen the State governments, and to 
check the growth of the central power. 

In January. 1824, Mr. Polk married Miss 
Mary Childress, of Rutherford County, Ten- 
nessee. Had some one then whispered to 
him that he was destined to become Pre». 
dent of the United States, and that he must 
select for his C(;nipanion one who would 
adorn thai distinguished station, he could 
not have made a more fitting choice. She 
was truly a lady of rare beauty and culture. 

In the fall of 1825 Mr. Polk was chosen 
a member of Congress, and was continu- 
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oualy reflected until 1839. He then with- 
drew, only that he might accept the 
gubernatorial chair of his native State. 
He was a warm friend of General Jackson, 
who bad been defeated in the electoral 
contest by John Quincy Adams. This 
latter gentleman liad just taken his seat in 
the Presidential chair when Mr. Polk took 
his seat in the House of Representatives. 
He immediately united himself with the 
opponents of Mr. Adams, and was soon 
regarded as the leader of the Jackson party 
in the House. 

The four years of Mr. Adams* adminis- 
tration passcil away, and General Jackson 
took trie Presidential chair. Mr. Polk had 
now become a man of great iiitiuence in 
Congress, and was chairman of its most 
important committee — that of Ways and 
Means. Eloquently he sustained General 
Jackson in all his measures — in his hostility 
to internal improvements, to the banks, and 
to the tariff. Eight years of General Jack- 
son's administration passed awav, and the 
powers he had wielded passed into the 
hands of Martin Van Buren ; and still Mr. 
Polk remained in the House, the advocate 
of that type of Democracy which those 
distinguislu d men upheld. 

Duiiug live sessions of Congress Mr. 
Polk was speaker of the House. He per- 
fornied his arduous duties to general satis- 
faction, and a unanimous vote of thanks to 
htm was passed by the House as he with- 
drew, March 4, 18391. He was elected 
Governor by a large majority, and took 
the oath of office at Nashville, October 14, 
1839. He was a candidate for re-election 
in 1841, but was defeated. In the mean- 
time a wonderful revolution had swept 
over the country. "W. H. Harrison.the Whi|; 
candidate, had been called to the Presiden- 
tial chair, and in Tennessee the Whig ticket 
had been carried by Over I2,Ooo majority. 
Under these circumstances ^fr. I'olk's suc- 
cess was hopeless. Still he canvassed the 



State with his Whig competitor, Mr. Jones, 

traveling in the most friendly manner to- 
gether, often in the same carriage, and at 
one lime sleeping in the same bed. Mr. 
Jones was elected by 3.000 majority. 

And now the question of the annexation 
of Texas to our country agitated the whole 
land. When this question became national 
Mr. Polk, as the avowed champion of an. 
nexation, became the Presidential candidate 
of the pro-slavrry wtng of the Democratic 
party, and George M. Dallas their candi- 
date for the Vic6«Presidency. They were 
elected by a large majority, and were in- 
augurated March 4, 1845. 

President I'olk formed an able cabinet, 
consisting of James Buchunun, Robert J. 
Walker, William L. Marcy, George Ban- 
croft, Cave Johnson and John Y- Mason. 
The Oregon b^umlarv question was settled, 
the Department of the Interior was created, 
the low tariff ol 1846 was carried, the 
financial system of the Government was 
reorganized, the Mexican war was con- 
I ducted, which resulted in the acquisition of 
California and New Mexico, and had far. 
iieaching consequences upon the later fort- 
unes of the republic. Peace was made. 
We had wrested from Mexico territory 
equal to four times the empire of France, 
and five times that of Spain. In the prose* 
cution of this war we expended 2<),ono 
lives and more than $100,000,000. Of this 
money $15,000,000 were paid to Mexico. 

Declining to seek a renoroination, Mr. 
Polk retired from the Presidency March 4, 
' 1849, when he was succeeded by General 
I Zachary Taylor. He retired to Nashville, 
and died there June 19, 1849, the fifty- 
fourth year of his age. His funeral was at- 
[ tended the following dav, in Nashville, with 
' every demonstration of respect. He Iclt 
no children. Without being possessed of 
extraordinary talent, Mr. Polk was a capable 
administrator of public affairs, and irre- 
proachable in private life. 
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ACUAKV TAY- 
LOR, the twelfth 

President of the 
United States, 
i849-'50, was born 
in Orange Cbunty, 
Vir]ginia, Septem. 
bcr 1:4, 17H.}. His father, 
Ri( hard Taylor, was Colo- 
nel ol a Virginia regiment 
in the Rev<4utionary war, 
and removed to Kentucky 
i/^' ; purchased a large 
plantulion near Louisville 
and became an influential cit< 
izen ; was a member of the convention that 
fratiicd the- Constitution of Kentucky: served 
in both branches of the Legislature ; was 
Collector of the port of Louisville under 
President Washington; as a Presidential 
elector, votctl for Jefferson, Madison, Mon- 
roe and Clay; died January 19,1829. 

Zachary remained on his father's planta- 
tion until 1808, in which year (May 3) he 
was appointed First Lieutenant in the 
Seventh Infantry, to fill a vacancy oc- 
casioned by the death of his elder brother, 
Hancock. Up to this point he had received 
but a limited education. 
Joining bis regiment at New Orleans, he 



was attacked with yellow fever, with nearly 
fatal termination. In November, 18 10, he 
was promoted to Captain* and in the sum^ 

nier of iSt2 he \v;is in command of Fort 
Harrison, on the left bank of the Wabash 
River, near the present site of Terrc Mautc, 
his successful defense of which with but a 
handful of men against a large force of 
Indians which had attacked him was one of 
the first marked nulilary achievements of 
the war. He was then brevetted Major, 
and in 18 14 prtHEDOted to the full rank. 

During the remainder of the war Taylor 
was actively employed on the Western 
frontier. In the peace organization of 181$ 
he was retained as Captain, but soon after 
rcsii^ncd and settled near Louisville. In 
May, 1816, however, he re-entered the army 
as Major of the Third Infantry ; became 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Eighth Infantry 
in 1S19, and in 1833 attained the Colonelcv 
of the First Infantry, of which he had been 
Lieutenant-Colonel since 1821. On different 
occasions he had been called to Washington 
as member of a military board for organiz- 
ing the militia of the Union, and to aid the 
Government with his knowledge in the 
oi^nization of the Indian Bureau, having 
for many years discliarj;ed the duties of 
t Indian agent over large tracts of Western 
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country. He served through the iilack 
HaiHe war in 1832, and in 1837 was ordered 
to take command in Florida, then the scene 

of war with the Indians. 

In 1846 he was transferred to the com- 
mand of the Army of the Southwest, from 
which he was relieved the same year at bis 
own request. Subsequent!}' he was sta- 
tioned on the Arkansas fn>nlirr at Forts 
Gibbon, Smith and Jcsup, which latter worl< 
had beoi built under his direction in 1822. 

May 38, 1845, he received a dispatch from 
the Secretary of War informing him of the 
receipt of information by the President 
"that Texas would shortly accede to the 
terms of annexation," in which event he 
was instructed to defend aii'! protect her 
from *' foreign invasion and Indian incur- 
sions." He proceeded, upon the annexation 
of Texas, with about 1,500 men to Corpus 
Chnsti. where his force was increased to 
some 4,000. 

Taylor was brevettcd Major-Generai May 
38, and a month tater, June 29, 1846^ his full 
commission to that grade was issued. After 
needed re<?tand reinforcement, he advanced 
in September on Monterey, which city ca- 
pitulated after three<lays stubborn resist- 
ance. Mere he took up his winter quarters. 
The plan for the invasion of Mexico, by 
way of Vera Cruz, with General Scott in 
command, was now determined upon by 
the Govcnrment, and at the moment Taylor 
was about to resume active operations, he 
received orders to send the larger part of 
his force to reinforce the army ot General 
Scott at Vera Cruz. Though subsequently 
reinforced by raw recruits, yet after pro- 
viding a garrison for Monlerev arid Saltdio ' 
he had but about 5,300 effective troops, ol 
which but 500 or 600 were regulars. In | 
this weakened condition, however, he was 
dc-tlned to aclneve his greatest victory. 
C<»rihdenlly relying upon his strength at 
Vera Cruz to resist the enemy for a long 
tint ^ uita Anna directed bis entire army | 
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against Taylor to overwhelm him, and then 
to return to oppose the advance of Scott's 
more formidable invasion. The battle of 
Buena Vista was fong^ht February 22 and 
23, 1847. Tavlor received the thanks of 
Congress and a gold medal, and " Old 
Rough and Ready," the sobriquet given 
him in the army, became a household word. 
He remained in quiet possession of the 
Rio Grande Valley until November, when 
he returned to the United States. 

In the Whig convention which met at 
Philadelphia.June 7, 1848, Taylor was nomi- 
nated on the fourth ballot a.s candidate Ji 
the Whig party for President, over Henry 
Clay, General Scott and Daniel Webster, 
In November Taylor received a majority 
of electoral votes, and a popular vote of 
1,360,752, against 1,219,962 for Cass and 
Butler, and 291,342 for Van Burcn and 
Adams. General Taylor was inaugurated 
March 4, 1849. 

The free and slave States being liien equal 
in number, the struggle for supremacy on 
the part of the leaders in Congress was 
violent and bitter. In the summer of 1849 
Calilonua adopted in convention a Consti- 
tution proiiibiting slavery within its borders. 
Taylor advocated the immediate admission 
of California with Iiei' Constitiition, and the 
postponement of the question as to the other 
Territories until they could hold convene 
tions and decide for themselves whether 
slavery should exist within their borders. 
This policy ultimately prevailed through 
the celebrated " Compromise Measures" of 
Henry Clay ; but not during the life of the 
brave soldier and patriot statesman. July 
5 lie was taken suddenly ill with a bilious 
lever, which proved fatal, his death occur- 
ring July 9. i8$o. One of his daughters 
married Colonel W. W. S. Bliss, his Adju- 
tant-General and Chief of Staff in Florida 
and Mexico, and Private Secretary during 
his Presidency. Another daughter ivm 
married to Jefferson Davis. 
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ILLARD FILL. 
MORE, the thir- 

l^wS*^' tccnth PrcsiHcnt 
of the United 
States, i85o-'3, was 
born in Summer 
Hill, Cayuga 
tv. New York, Janu- 
7, 1800. He was of 
New England ancestry, and 
his educational advantages 
were limited. He early 
IcarrRul the clothiers' trade, 
but spent all bis leisure time 
in study. At nineteen years 
age !ic was induced bv 
Judge Walter Wood to abandon his trade 
and coraoience the study of law. Upon 
learning that the young man was entirely 
destitute of means, he took him into his 
own office and loaned him such money as 
he needed. That he might not be heavily 
burdened with debt, young Fillmore taught 
school during the winter months, and in 
various other ways hel|)ed himself alons^. 

At the age of twenty-three he was ad- 
mitted to the Court of Common Pleas, and 
commenced the practice of his profession 
in the village of Aurora, situated on the 



eastern bank of the Cayuga Lake. In 1825 
he married Miss Abigail Powers, daughter 

of Rev. Lemuel Powers, a lady of great 
moral worth. In 1825 he took his seat in 
the House of Assembly of his native State, 
as Re(H«sentative from Erie County, 
whither he had recently moved. 

Though he had never taken a very 
active part in politics his vote and his syra> 
pathies were with the Whig party. The 
Stale was then Democratic, but his cour- 
tesy, ability and integrity won the respect 
of his associates. In 1832 he was elected 
to a seat in the United States Congress, 
.\t the close of his term he returned to his 
law practice, and in two years morehe was 
again elected to Congress. 

He now began to have a national reputa* 
tion. His labors were very arduous. To 
draft resolutions in the committee room, 
and then to defend them ;igainst the most 
skillful opponents on the floor of the House ' 
requires readiness of mind, mental resources 
and skill in debate such as few possess. 
Weary with these exhausting labors, and 
pressed by the claims of his private affairs, 
Mr. Fillmore wrote a letter to his constitu- 
ents and declined to be a candidate for re- 
election. Notwithstanding this cemmuni* 
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cation his friends met in convention and 
renominated him by acclamation. Though 
g^ratified by this proof of their appreciation 
of his labors he adhered to his resolve and 
returned to his home. 

In 1847 Mr. Fillmore was elected to the 
important oflice of comptroller of the State. 
In entering upon the very responsible duties 
which this situation demanded, it was nec- 
essary for him to abandon his profession, 
and he removed to the city of Albany. In 
this year, also, the Whigs were looking^ 
around to find suitable candidates for the 
President and Vice-President at the ap- 
proaching election, and the names of Zach- 
ary Taylor and Millard Fillmore became 
the rallying cry of the Whigs. On the 4th 
of March, 1849, General Taylor was inaug- 
urated President and Millard Fillmore 
Vice-President of the United States. 

The great question of slavery had as> 
sumed enormous proportions, and perme- 
ated every subject that was brought before 
Congress. It was evident that the strength 
of our institutions was to be severely tried. 
July 9, 1850, President Taylor died, and, by 
the Constitution, Vice-President Fillmore 
became President of the United States. 
The agitated condition of the country 
brought questions of great delicacy before 
him. He was bound bv hi.s oath of office 
to execute the laws of the United States. 
One of these laws was understood to be, 
that if a slave, escaping from bondage, 
should reach a free State, the United States 
was bound to do its utmost to capture him 
and return him to his master. Most Chris 
tian men loathed this taw. President Fill- 
more felt bound by his oath rigidly to see 
it enforced. Slavery vvas organizing armies 
to invade Cuba as it had invaded Texas, 
and annex it to the United States. Presi* 
dent Fillmore gave all the influence of his 
exalted station against the atrocious enter- 
prise. 

Mr. FiUmore had senoos difiiculties to 



contend with, since the opposition had a 
majority in both Houses. He did every- 

i thing in his power to conciliate the South, 
but the pro-slavery party in that section 
felt the ioadequeu \ : f ail nu asures of tran. 
sient conciliation. The population of the 
free States was so rapidly increasing over 
that of the slave States, that it was inertta- 
ble that the power of the Government 

1 should soon pass into the hands of the free 
States. The famous compromise measures 
were adopted under Mr. Fillmore's admin- ' 
istratton, and the Japan expedition was 
sent out. 

March 4, 1853, having served one terra, 
President Fillmore retired from office. He 
then took a long tour through the South, 
where he met with quite an enthusiastic 
reception. In a speech at Vicksburg, al- 
luding to the rapid growth of the country, 
he said: 

Canada is knocking for admission, and 

Mexico would be glad to come in, and 
without saying whether it would be right 
or wrong, we Stand with open arms to re- 
ceive them; for it is the manifest destiny <A 

this Government to embrace the whole 
North American Continent" 
In 1855 Mr. FiUmore went to Europe 

i where he was received with those marked 

' attentions which his position and character 
merited. Returning to this country in 
1856 he was nominated for the Presidency 
by the "Know.Nothing" party. Mr. Bu- 
chanan, the Democratic candidate was 
the successful competitor. Mr. Fillmore 

' ever afterward lived in retirement. Dur- 
ing the conflict of civil war he was mostly 
silent. It was generally supposed, how- 
ever, that his sympathy was with the South- 
ern Confederacy. He kept aloof from the 
conflict without any words of cheer to the 
one party or the other. l"oi this reason 
he was forgotten by both. He died of 
paralysis, in Buffalo, New York, March 8, 

1 '874. 
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RAN KLIN PIERCE, 
the fourteenth Vte^ 
dent of the United 

States, was born in 
llillsbi >i Dugh, New 
liampslurc, Novem- 
ber 25, 1804. His 
r a t h e r, Governor 

Ik iijamin Pitrce, was a Rev- 
olutionary soldier, a man uf 
ris^id integrity ; was for sev- 
eral years in the State Legis- 
lature, a niemlH r of the (tov- 
craor's council and a General 
of the militia. 
Franklin was the sixth of eight children. 
As a boy he listened eagerly to the argu- 
ments of his father, enforced by strong and 
ready utterance and earnest gesture. It 
was in the days of intense political excite- 
ment, when, all over the New England 
States, Federalists and Democrats were ar- 
rayed so fiercely against each other. 

In 1820 he entered Bowdoin Cbll^, at 
Brunswick, Maine, and graduated in 1824, 
and commenced the study of law in the 
office of Judge Woodbury, a very distin- 
guished lawyer, and in 1837 was admitted 
to the bar. He practiced with great success 
in Hillsborough and Concord. He served 



in the State Legislature four vcars, the last 
two of which he was chosen Speaker of the 
House by a very large vote. 

In 1833 he was elected a member of Con- 
gress. In 1837 he was elected to the United 
States Senate, just as Mr. Van Burcn com- 
menced his administration. 

In 1834 he married Miss Jane Means 
Appleton, a lady admirably fitted to adorn 
every station with which her husband was 
honored. Three sons born to them all 
found an early grave. 

U[K)n his accession to office, President 
Polk appointed Mr. Pierce Attorney -Gen- 
eral of the United States, but the offer was 
declined in consequence of numerous pro- 
fessional engagements at home and the 
precarious stale of Mrs. Pierce's health. 
About the same time he also declined the 
nomination for Governor by the Demo- 
cratic party. 

The war with Mexico called Mr. I'ierce 
into the army. Receiving the appointment 
of Brigadier-General, he embarked with a 
portion of his troops at Newport, Rhode 
Island, May 27, iiS47. He served during 
this war, and distinguished himself by his 
bravery, skill and excellent judgment 
When he reached his home in his native 
State he was enthusiastically received by 
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the advocates of the war, and ci>ldl\- by its 
opponents. He resumed the practice of his 
profession, frequently taking an active part 
in political questions, and giving his sup- 
port to the pro-slavery wing- of the Demo* 
cratic party. 

June 12, iii52, the Democratic convention 
met in Baltimore to nominate a candidate 
for the Presidency. For four days they 
cnntiinud \\\ session, and in thirty-five bal- 
lotings no cue had received the requisite 
two-thirds vote. Not a vote had been 
thrown thus far for General Pierce. Then 
the Virginia delegation brought forward 
his name. There were fourteen more bal- 
lotings, during which General Pierce 
gained strength, until, at the (orty^ninth 
ballot, he received 282 votes, and all other 
candidates eleven. General Winfield Scott 
was the Whig candidate. General Pierce 
was elected with great unanimity. Only 
four States— Vermont, Massachusetts, Ken- 
tuckv and Tennessee — cast their electoral 
votes against hint. March 4. 1853, he was 
inaugurated President of the United States, 
and William R. King, Vice-President. 

President Pierce's cabinet consisted of 
William S. Marcy, James Guthrie, Jefferaou 
Davis, James C. Dobbin, Robert McCleU 
land, j.unes Campbell and Caleb Cashing. 

At the demand of slavery the Missouri 
Compromise was repealed, and all the Ter- 
ritories of the Union were thrown open to 
slavery. The Territory of Kansas, west of 
Missouri, uTis settled by eiviigratits mainly 
from the North. Accordirif^- to law, (hcv 
were about to meet and decide wlietiier 
slavery or freedom should be the law of 
that realm. Slavery in Missouri and 
other Southern States rallied her nrmed 
legions, marched them into Kansas, took 
possession of the polls, drove away the 
citizens, deposited their own votes by 
handlul.s, went through the farce of count- 
ing them, and then declared that, by an 
overwhelming majority, slavery was estab- 



2? 

lishcd ill Kansas. These facts nobody 
denied, and yet President I'ierce's admini& 
tration fell bound to respect tlie decision 
obtained by such votes. The citiaens of 
Kansas* the majority of whom were free- 
State men, met in convention and adopted 
the following resolve : 

**Resohed, That the body of men who^ 
for the past two months, have been passing 
laws for the people of our Territory, 
moved, counseled and dictated to by the 
demagogues of other States, are to us a 
foreign body, represent int;^ onh the lawless 
invaders who elected them, and not the 
people of this Territory ; that we repudiate 
their actii>n as the monstrous consummation 
of an act of violence, usurpation and fraud 
unparalleled in the history of the Union." 

The free-Stntc people of Kansas also sent 
a petition to tlie General Government, im- 
ploring its protection. In reply the Presi- 
dent issued a proclamation, declarii^ that 
Legislature thus created must he recog- 
nized as the legitimate Legislature of Kan- 
sas, and that its laws were binding upon 
the people, and that, if necessary, the whole 
force of the Govcmnjcntal arm would be 
put forth to inforce those laws. 

James Buchanan succeeded him in the 
Presidency, and, March 4. 1857, President 
Pierce retired to his home in C^oncord, 
New Hamp.shire. When the Rebellion 
burst forth Mr. Pierce remained steadfast 
to the principles he had always cherished^ 
and gave his sympathies to the pro-slavery 
partv, with which he had ever been allied. 
He declined to do anything, either by 
voice or pen, to strengthen the hands oi 
the National Government. He resided in 
Concord until his death, which occurred in 
October, 1869. He was one of the most 
genial and social of men, generous to 
a fault, and contributed liberally of his 
moderate menns for the alleviation of suf- 
fering and want. He was an honored 
communicant of the Episcopal rhurch. 
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AMES BUCHANAN, the 

fifteenth President of the 
United States. 1857 '6 1, 
was born in Franklin 
^ County, Pennsylvania, 
April 23, 1 79 1. The 
place where his father's 
cabin stood was called 
Stony Batter, and it was 
situaiec) in a wild, romantic 
^pot, in a gort^c of mount- 
ains, with towering sum- 
mits rising all around. He 
was of Irish ancestry, his 
father liaving^ emijjrated in- 
1783, with very little prop- 
erty, save his own strong arms. 

James remained in his secluded home for 
eight years enjoying very few social or 
intellecl ual ad vantages. Ilisjiarcnts were 
industrious, frugal, prosperous ami intelli- 
gent. In 1799 his father removed to Mer- 
ccrsbur;;, where James was placed in 
school and comineiiced a course in Iviif^lish, 
Greek and L;itin. His progress was rapid 
and in i8ot he entered Dickinson College 
at Carlisle. Here he took his stand among 
tlie first scholars in the institution, and was 
able to master the most abstruse subjects 
with facility. In 1809 he graduated with 
the highest honors in his class. 
He was then eighteen years of age, tall, 



graceful and in vigorous health, food ol 

athletic sportS» an unerrinfj shot and en- 
livened with an exuberant flow of animal 
spirits. He immediately commenced the 
study of law in the city of Lanesaster, and 
was admitted to the bar in 1812. He rose 
very rapidly in his ]>rofcssion and at once 
took undisputed stand with the ablest law- 
yers of the State. When but twenty-six 
years of ag^c, unaided by counsel, he sue- 
cessfullv dcfeiided before the State Senate 
one of the Judges of the State, who was 
tried upon articles of impeachment. At 
the age of thirty it was generally admitted 
that he stood at the head of the bar, and 
there was no lawyer in the State who had 
a more extensive or lucrative practice. 

In 1812, just after Mr. Buchanan had 
entered upon the practice of the law, our 
second war with Enj^land occurred. With 
all his powers he su.stained the Govern- 
ment, eloquently urging the rigorous pros- 
ecution of the war; and even enlisting as a 
private soldier to assist in repelling the 
Firitish, who had sacked Washington and 
were threatening Baltimore. He was at 
that time a Federalist, but when the Con- 
stitution was adopted by both parties, 
JcfTerson truly said, " We arc all Federal- 
ists: we are all Republicans." 

The opposition of the Federalists to the 
war with England, and the alien and sedi- 
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tion laws of John Adams, brought the party 
into dispute, and the name o( Federalist 
became a reproach. Mr. Buchanan almost 
immediatetj upon entering Congress began 
to incline more and more to the Repub- 
licans. In the stormy Presidential election 
of 1824, in which Jackson, Clay» Crawford 
and John Quincy Adams were candidates, 
Mr. Buchanan espoused the cause of Gen- 
eral Jackson and unrelentingly opposed the 
administration of Mr. Adams. 

Upon his elevation to the Presidency, 
General Jackson appoir^tr-i Mr, H-ichnnan, 
minister to Russia. Upon his return in 1S33 
he was elected to a seat in the United States 
Senate. He there met as his as80ciatea» 
Webster, Clay, Wriglit and Calhoun. He 
advocated the measures proposed bv Presi- 
dent Jackson of making reprisals against 

France, and defended the course of the Pres- 
ident in his unprecedented and whc^esale 

removals from office of those who were not 
the supporters ol his administration. Upon 
this question he was brought into direct col- 
lision with Henry Clay. In the discussion 
of the question respecting the admission of 
Michigan and Arkansas into the Union, Mr. 
Buchanan defined his position by saying: 

*' The older I grow, the more I am in- 
( lined to be what is called aStat^rights 

man. 

M. dc Tocqucville, in his renowned work 
upon "Democracy in America," foresaw 
the trouble which was inevitable from the 
doctrine of State sovereignty as held by 
Calhoun and Buchanan. He was con- 
vinced that the National Government was 
losing that strength which was cssenUat 
to its own existence, and that the States 
were assuming powers which threatened 
the perpetuity of the Union. Mr. Buchanan 
reodived the book in the Senate and de- 
clared the fears of De Tocqucville to be 
groundless, and yet he lived to sit in the 
Presidential chair and see State after State, 
in accordance with his own views of State 



rights, breaking from the Union, thus 
crumbling our Republic into ruins; while 
the unhappy old man folded hb arms in 
despair, declaring that the National Consti- 
tution invested him with no power to arrest 
the destruction. 

Upon Mr. Polk's accession to the Presi- 
dency, Mr. Buchanan became Secretary of 
State, and as such took his share of thf 
responsibility in the conduct of the Mexi- 
can war. At the close of Mr. Polk's ad- 
ministration, Mr. Buchanan retired to ^pA- 
vate life; but his inteUigence, and his great 
ability as a statesman, enabled him to exert 
a powerful influence in National affairs. 

Mr. Pierce, upon his election to the 
Presidency, honored Mr. Buchanan with 
the mission to England. In the year 1856 
the National Democratic convention nomi- 
nated Mr. Buchanan for the Presidency. 
The political conflict was one of the most 
severe in which our country has ever en- 
gaged. On the 4th of March, 1857, Mr. 
Buchanan was inaugurated President His 
cabinet were Lewis Cass, Howell Cobb^ 
J. B. Floyd, Isaac Toucey, Jacob Thomp- 
son, A. V. Brown and J. S. Black. 

The disruption of the Democratic party, 
in consequence of the manmn* in which the 
issue of the nationality of slavery was 
pressed by the Southern wing, occurred at 
the National convention, held at Charleston 
in April, iB6o^ for the nomination of Mr. 
Buchanan's successor, when the majority 
of Southern delegates withdrew upon the 
passage of a resolution declaring that the 
constitutional status of slavery should be 
determined by the Supreme Court. 

In the next Presidential canvass Abra- 
ham Lincoln was nominated by the oppo- 
nents of Mr* Buchanan's administration. 
Mr. Buchanan remained in Washington 
long enough to sec his successor installed 
and then retired to his bome in Wheatland. 
He died June 1, 1868, aged seventy-seven 
years. 
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BRAllAM LIN- 
COLN. the sixteenth 

P r f s i d c ti t of the 
United States, i86i-'5, 
was born February 
12, 1809, in Larue 
(then Hardin) County, 
Kentucky, in a cabin on Nolan 
Creek, three miles west of 
liudgeubvillc. His parents 
were Thomas and Nancy 
(Hanks) Lincoln. Of his an- 
ccsti V :uifl early years (he little 
tliat is known may best be 
gpven in his own language : " My 
parents were both bom in Virginia, of un- 
distinguislu'd fanidies — second families, per- 
haps 1 should say. My mother, wiio died 
in my tenth year, was of a family of the 
name of Hanks, some of whom now remain 
ia Adams, and others in Macon County, 
Illinois. My paterna' grandfather, Abra- 
ham Lincoln, emigrated from Rockbridge 
Cbunty, Vii^nia, to Kentucky in 1781 or 
1782, where, a year or two later, he was 
killed by Indians — not in battle, but by 
Stealth, wiien he was laboring to open a 
farm in the forest His ancestors, who were 
Quakers, went to Virginia from Berks 
County, Pennsylvania. An effort to iden- 



tify them with the New England family oi 
the same name ended in nothings more defi- 
nite than a similarity of Christian names in 
both families, such as Enoch, Levi, Mor- 
decai, Solomon, Abraham and the like. 
My father, at the death of his father, was 
hut six years of age, ai^ he grew up, liter- 
ally, without education. He removed from 
Kentucky to what is now Spencer County, 
Indiana, in my cigiilh year. We reached 
our new home about the time the State came 
into the Union. It was a wild region, with 
bears and other wild animals stil! in the 
woods. There I grew to manhood. 

** There were some schools, so called, but 
no qualification was ever required of a 
teacher bevoiid ' tcadin', writin', and cipher- 
in' to the rule of three.' If a straggler, sup- 
posed to understand Latin, happened to 
sojourn in the neighborhood, he was looked 
upon as a wizard. There was absolutely 
nothing to excite ambition lor education. 
01 course, when 1 came of age 1 did not 
know much. Still, somehow, I could read, 
write and cipher to the rule of three, and 
that was all. I have not been to school 
since. The little advance 1 now have upon 
this store of education I have picked up 
from time to time under the pressure of 
necessity. I was raised to farm-work, whtcb 
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I continued till I was twenty-two. At 
twenty-one I came to Iltinois and passed 

the first year in Macon County. Then I got 
to New Salem, at that time in Sangamon, 
now in Menard County, where I retuaincd 
a year as a sort of clerk in a store. 

"Then came the Black Hawk war, and I 
wn? elected a Captain of volunteers — a suc- 
cess which gave me more pleasure than any 
I have had since. I went the campaign, 
was elated ; ran for the Legi^ture the 
same year (1832) and was beaten, the only 
time I have ever been beaten by the people. 
The next and three succeeding: biennial 
elections I was elected to the Legislature, 
and was never a candidate afterward. 

" During this legislative period i had 
studied law, and removed to Springfield to 
practice it In 1846 I was elected to the 
Lower House of Congress; was not a can- 
didate for re-election. From 184910 1854, 
inclusive, I practiced tlie law more assid- 
uously than ever before. Always a Whig 
in politics, and generally on the Whig elec- 
toral tickets, making active canvasses, T was 
losing interest in politics, when the repeal 
of the Missouri Compromise roused me 
again. What 1 have done since is pretty 

well known." 

The early residence of Lincoln in Indi- 
ana was sixteen miles north of the Ohio 
River, on Little Pigeon Creek, one and a 
hall miles cast of Gentryville, within the 
present township of Carter. Here his 
mother died October 5, 1818, and the next 
year his fother married Mrs. Sally (Bush) 
Johnston, of Elizabethtown, Kentucky. She- 
was an afTcctionat^ foster-parent, to whom 
Abraham was indebted for his first encour- 
agement to study. He became an eager 
reader, and the few books owned in the 
vicinity were many times jicriiscd. He 
worked frequently lor the neighbors as a 
farm laborer ; was for some time clerk in a 
store at Gentryville; and iK-came famous 
throughout that region for his athletic 



powers, his fondness for argument, his in- 
exhaustible fund of humerous anecdote, as 

well as for mock oratory and the composi- 
tion of rude satirical verses. In 1828 he 
made a trading voyage to New Orleans as 
I "bow-hand" on a flatboat; removed to 
I Illinois in 1830; helped his father build a 
I log house and clear a farm on the north 
! fork of Sangamon River, ten miles west of 
Decatur, and was for some time employed 
in splitting rails for the fences— a fact which 
was promint iitly brought forward for 9 
political purpose thirty years later. 

In the spring of 18$ I he, with two of his 
relatives, was hired to build a flattxiat on 
the Sanqamon River and navigate it to 
New Orleans. The boat "stuck" nn n 
mill-dam, and was got off with great labor 

through an ingenious mechanical device 

which some years later led to Lincoln's 
taking out a patent for "an improved 
method for lifting vessels over shoals." 
This voyage was memorable for another 
reason — the sight of slaves chained, mal- 
treated and floi^i^ed at New Or!eans was 
the origin ot his deep convictions upon the 
slavery question. 

Returning from this voyage he became a 
resident for several years at New Salem, a 
recently settled village on the Sangamon, 
where he was suocesnvely a clerk, grocer, 
surveyor and postmaster, and acted as pilot 
to t!ie first steamboat that asce nded the 
Sangamon. Here he studied law, inter- 
ested himself in local politics alter his 
return from the Bbclc Hawk war, and 
became known as an effective "stump 

! speaker." Tlic subject fif his first politit a. 
speech was the iinprovcinent of the channel 
of the Sangamon, and the chief ground on 

I which he announced himself (1832) a candi- 

I date for the Legislature was his advocacy 
of this popular measure, on which subject 
his practical experience made him the high- 

' est authority. 

[ Elected to the Legislature in 1834 as a 
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" Henry Clay Whig," he rapidly acquired 
that command of language and that homely 

but forcible rhetoric which, added to his 
intimute knowledge of the people froin 
which he sprang, made him more than a 
match in debate for his few well-edacated 
opponents. 

Admitted to the bar in 1837 he soon 
established himself at Springfield, where 
the State capital was located in 1839, 
laigely through his influence; became a 
successful pleader in the State, Circuit and 
District Courts; married in 1842 a lady be- 
longing to a prominent family in Lexington, 
Kentucky; took an active part in the Pres- 
idential campaign?; of 1840 and 1S44 as 
candidate for elector on the Harrison and 
Clay tickets^ and in 1846 was elected to the 
United States House of Representatives 
over the celebrated T\'tcr Cartu'rli;ht. 
During his single term in Congress he did 
not attain any prominence. 

He voted for the reception of anti-slavery 
petitions for the abolition of the slave trade 
in the District of Columbia and for the 
VVilmot proviso; but was chiefly remem- 
bered for the stand he took against the 
Mexican war. For several years there- 
after he took comparatively little interest 
in politics, but gained a leading position at 
the Spi iiigtield bar. Two or three non- 
political lectures and an eulogy on Henry 
Clay (1852) added nothing to his reputation. 

In 1854 the repeal of the Missouri 
Compromise by the Kansas-Nebraska act 
aroused Lincoln from his indifference, and 
in attacking that measure he had the iin 
raense advantage of knowmg perfectly well 
the motives and the record of its author, 
Stephen A. Douglas, of Illinois, then popu- 
larly designated as the '* Little Giant." The 
latter came to Springfield in October, 1854, 
on the occasion of the State Fair, to vindi- 
cate his policy in the Senate, and the " Anti- 
Nebraska" Whigs, remembering that Lin- 
coln had often measured his strei^th with 



Douglas in the Illinois Legislature and be> 
fore the Springfield Courts, eng^aged him 
to improvise a reply. This speech, in the 
opinion of those who heard it, was one of 
the greatest efforts of Lincoln's life ; cer- 
tainly the most effective in his whole career. 
It took the audience bv storm, and from 
that moment it was felt that Douglas had 
met his match. Lincoln was accordingly 
selected as the Anti-Nebraska candidate for 
the United States Senate in place of General 
Shields, whose term expired March 4, 1855, 
and led to several ballots; but Trumbull 
was ultimately chosen. 

The second conflict on the soil of Kan- 
sas, which Lincoln had predicted, soon be- 
gan. The result was the disruption of the 
Whig and the formation of the Republican 
party. At the Bloomington State Conven- 
tion in 1856, where the new party first 
assumed form in Illinois, Lincoln made an 
impressive addren, in which for the first 
time he took distinctive ground against 
slavery in itself. 

At the National Republican Convention 
at Philadelphia, June 17, after the nomi- 
nation of Fremont, Lincoln was put for- 
ward by the Illinois delegation for the 
Vice-Presidency, and received on the first 
biiUot no votes against 259 for William L. 
Dayton. He took a prominent part in the 
canvass, being on the electoral ticket. 

In 1858 Lincoln was unanimously nomi- 
nated by the Republican State Convention 
as its candidate for the United States Senate 
in place of Douglas, and in his speech oi 
acceptance used the celebrated illustration 
of a "house divided against itself *' on the 
slavery question, which was, perhaps, the 
cause of his defeat. The great debate car- 
ried on al all the principal towns of Illinois 
between Lincoln and Douglas as rival Sena- 
torial candidates resulted at the time in the 
election of the latter ; but being widely cir- 
culated as a campaign document, it fixed 
the attention of the country upon the 
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lorraer, as the clearest and most convinc- 
ing exponent of Republican doctrine. 

Early in 1859 he began to be named in 
Illinois as a suitable Republican candidate 
for the Presidential campaign of the ensu- 
ing year, and a political address delivered 
At the Cooper Institute, New York, Febni- 
ary 27, i860, followed by similar speeches 
at New Haven, Hartford and elsewhere in 
New England, first made him known to the 
Eastern States in the light by which he had 
long been regarded at home. By the Re- 
publican State Convention, which met at 
Decatur, Illinois, May 9 and 10, Lincoln 
was unanimously endorsed for the Presi- 
dency. It was on this occasion that two 
rails, said to have been split by his hands 
thirty years before, were brouf^ht into the 
convention, and the incident contributed 
much to his popularity. The National 
Republican Convention at Chicago, after 
spirited efforts made in favor of Seward, 
Chase and Bates, nominated Lincoln for 
the Presidency, with Hannibal Hamlin 
for Vice-President, at the same time adc^t- 
ing a vigorous anti-slavery platform. 

The Democratic party having been dis- 
organised and presenting two candidates, 
Douglas and Breckenridge, and the rem- 
nant of the " American" party having put 
forward John Bell, of Tennessee, the Re- 
publican victory was an easy one, Lincoln 
being elected November 6 by a large phi- 
rality, comprehending nearly all the North- 
ern States, but none of th(; vSouthern The 
secession of South Caroitua and the Gulf 
States was the immediate result, followed 
a lew months later by that of the border 
.slave States and the outbreak of the great 
civil war. 

The life of Abraham Lincoln became 
thenceforth merged in the history of his 
country. None of the details of the vast 
conflict which filled the remainder of Lin- 
coln's life can here be given. Narrowly 
escaping assassination by avoiding Baltic 



more on his way to the capital, he reached 
Washington February 23, and was inaugu- 
rated President of the United States March 
4, 1861. 

In his inaugural address he said: " T hold, 
that in contemplation of universal law and 
the Constitution the Union of these States is 
perpetual. Perpetuity is implied if not ex> 
pressed in the fundamental laws of all na- 
tional governments. It is safe to assert 
that no government proper ever had a pro- 
vision in its organic law for its own termi- 
nation. I therefore consider that in view 
of the Constitution and the laws, the Union 
is unbroken, and to the extent of my ability 
I shall take care, as the Constitution en- 
joins upon me, that the laws of the United 
States be extended in all the States. In 
doing this there need be no bloodshed or vio- 
lence, and there shall be none unless it be 
forced upon the national authority. The 
power conferred to me will be used to hold, 
occupy and possess the property and places 
belonging to the Government, and to col* 
lect the duties and imports, but beyond 
what mav be neccssar)' for these objects 
there will be no invasion, no using of force 
against or among the people anywhere. In 
your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-country, 
men, is the momentous issue of civil war. 
The Government will not assail you. You 
can have no conflict without being your- 
selvM the aggressors. You have no oath 
registered in heaven to destroy the Gov- 
ernment, while I shall have the most soU 
emn one to preserve, protect and defend 
it." 

He called to his cabinet his principal 
rivals for the Presidential nomination — 
Seward, Chase, Cameron and Bates; se- 
cured the co4)peration of the Union Demo- 
crats, headed by Douglas; called out 75,000 
militia from the several State.« the first 
tidings of the bombardment of I* ort Sumter, 
April 15; proclaimed a blockade of the 
Southern posts April 19; called an extia 
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session o( Congress for July 4, from which 
he asked and obtained 400,000 men and 
$4CX),ooo,ooo for the wnr; plnccf! ^^l•Clellan ' 
at the head of the Federal army on General 
Scott's resignatiuti, October 31; appointed 
Edwin M. Stanton Secretary of War, Jan- 
uary 14, tS^i2, and September 22, 1862. 
issued a prociamation declariiis^ the free- 
dom of all slaves in the States and pans of 
States then in rebellion from and after 
January i, 1863.- This was the crowning 
act of Lincoln's career —the act by which 
he will be chiefly known through all future 
time— and it decided the war. 

October 16, 1863, President Lincoln called 
for -^00,000 volunteers to rei)1ace those 
whose term of enlistment had expired; 
made a celebrated and touching, though 
brief, address at the dedication of the 
Gettysbur^^ military cemetery, November 
19, 1863; commissioned Ulysses S. Grant 
LieutenantpGeneral and Commander-in< 
Chief of the armies of the United States, 
March 9, 1864; was re elected I*residcnt in 
November of the same year, by a large 
majority over General McClcllan, with 
Andrew Johnson, of Tennessee, as Vice- 
President; delivered a very remarkable ad- 
dress at his second inaiitjuration. March 4, 
1865; visited the array before Richmond the 
same month; entered the capital of the Con- 
federacy the day after its fall, and upon the 
surrender of General Robert E. I>ec' ai rtiy, 
April 9, was actively engaged in devising 
generous plans for the reconstruction of the 
Union, when, on the evening ol Good Fri- 
day, April 14, he was shot in his box at 
Ford's Theatre, VV^ashington, bj'John Wilkes 
Booth, a fanatical actor, and expired early 
on the following morning, April 1$. Al- 
most sitmiltaneously a murderous attack 
was made upon William H. Seward, Secre- 
tary of State. 

At noon on the tsth of April Andrew 



Johnson assumed the Prendency, and active 

measures were taken which resulted in the 
death of Bootli and the execution of his 
principal accomplices. 

The funeral of President Lincoln waa 
oondacted with unexampled solemnity and 
mafjnificence. Tni]iressive services were 
held ill Washiiigioti, after which the sad 
procession proceeded over the same route 
he had traveled four years before, from 
Springfield to Washington. In Philadel- 
phia his body lay in state in Independence 
Hall, in which he had declared before his 
first inauguration that I would sooner be 
assassinated than to o^is e up the principles 
ol tlie Declaration of Independence." He 
was buried at Oak Ridge Cemetery, near 
Springfield, Illinois, on May 4, where a 
monument emblematic of the emancipation 
of the slaves and the restoration of the 
Union mark his resting place. 

The leaders and citizens of the expiring 
Confederacy expressed genuine indignation 
at the murder of a t^enerous political adver- 
sary. Foreign nations took part in mourn- 
ing the death of a statesman who had proved 
himself a true representative of American 
naticmality. The freedmen of the Sotith 
almost worshiped the memory of their de- 
liverer; and the general sentiment of the 
great Nation he had saved awarded him a 
place in its affections, second only to that 
held by Washint^ton. 

The characteristics of Abraham Lincoln 
have been familiarly known throughout the 
civilized world. His tall, gaunt, ungainly 
figure, homely countenance, and his shrewd 
mothcr-wit, shown m his celebrated con- 
versations overflowing in humorous and 
pointed atiecdote, combined with an accu- 
rate, intuitive aj)precia»ion of the questions 
of the time, are recognized as forming the 
best type of a period of American history 
now nq>idly pasnog away. 
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^^^TS'nOREW JOHNSON, 
the seventeenth Presi- 
dent of the United 
States^ 1865-9, was 
born at Raleigh. 
North Carolina, De- 
cern be r 29, 1808. 
Hisfalherdied when 
he was four years old, and in 
liis eleventh year he was ap- 
prenticed to a tailor. He nev- 
er attended schooU and did 
not learn to read until late in 
his apprenticeship, when he 
suddenly acquired a passion for 
obtaining knowledge, and devoted 
all Ins spare time to reading. 

After workincT two voars as a journey- 
man tailor at Lauren's Court-House, South 
Carolina, he removed, in 1826, to Green- 
ville, Tennessee, where he worked at his 
trade and married. Under his wife's in- 
structions he made rapid progress in his 
education, and manifested such an intelli' 
gent interest in local politics as to be 
elected as " workin<:^mcn's candidate " al- 
derman, in 1828, and mayor in 1830, being 
twice reflected to each office. 

During this period he cultivated his tal- 
ents as a public speaker by taking part in a 



debatini^ society, consisting largely of stu- 
dents of Greenville College. In 1835, 
ag^in in 1839, he was chosen to the lower 
house of the Legislature, as a Democrat 
In 1841 he was elected State Senator, and 
in 1843, Representative in Congress, being 
re-elected four successive periods, until 
1853, when he was chosen Governor of 
Tennessee. In Congress ho supported the 
administrations of TvUr and Polk in their 
chief measures, especially the annexation 
of Texas, the adjustment of the Oregon 
boundary, the Mexican war, and the tariff 
of i8.t6. 

In 185s Mr. Johnson was re elected Gov- 
ernor, and in 1857 entered the United 
States Senate, where he was conspicuous 
as an advocate of retrenchment and of the 
Homestead bill, and as an opponent of the 
Pacific Railroad. He was supported by the 
Tennessee delegation to the Democratic 
convention in i860 for t!»e Presidential 
nomination, and lent his influence to the 
Breckenridge wing of that party. 

When the election of Lincoln had 
brought about the first attempt at secession 
in December, i860, Johnson took in the 
Senate a firm attitude for the Union, and 
in May, 1861, on returning to Tennessee, 
he was in imminent peril of suffering from 
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popular violence for his loyalty to the " old 
flag." He was the leader ol the Loyalists' 

convention of East Tennessee, and during 
the following winter was very active in or- 
ganizii^ relief for the destitute loyal refu- 
gees from that region, his own family being 

among those compelled to leave. 

By his course in this crisis Johnson came 
prominently before the Northern public, 
and when in March, 1862, he was appointed 
by President Lincoln military Governor of 
Tennessee, with the rank of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral, he increased in popularity by the vig- 
orous and successful manner in which he 
labored to restore order, protect Union 
men and punish ni;ir:niders. On the ap- 
proach 111 the Presidential campaign of 1864, 
the termination of the war being plainly 
foreseen, and several Southern States being 
partially reconstructed, it was felt that the 
Vice-Presidency should be given to a South- 
ern man of conspicuous loyalty, and Gov- 
ernor Johnson was elected on the same 
platform and ticket as President Lincoln; 
and on the assassination of the latter suc- 
ceeded to the Presidency, April 15. 1865. 
In a [lublic speecli two days later he said: 
"The American people must be tanj^ht, if 
they do not already feel, that treason is a 
crime and must be punished; that the Gov- 
ernment will not always bear with its ene- 
mies; that it is strong, not only to protect, 
but to punish. In our peaceful history 
treason has been almost unknown. The 
people must understand that it is the black- 
est of crimes, and will be punished." He 
then added the ominous sentence: " In re- 
gard to my future course, I make no prom- 
ises, no pledges." President Johnson re^ 
tained the cabinet of Lincoln, and exhibited 
considerable severity toward traitors in his 
earlier acts and speeches, but he soon inaug- 
urated a policy of reconstruction, proclaim- 
ing a general amnesty to the late Confeder- 
ates, and successively establishing^ provis- 
ional Governments in the Southern States. 



These States accordingly claimed represen- 
tation in Congress in the following Decern- 
! ber. and the momentous question of what 
should be the policy of the victorious Union 
toward its late armed opponents was forced 
upon that body. 

Two considerations impelled the Repub- 
lican majority to reject the policy of Presi. 
dent Johnson: First, an apprehension that 
the chief magistrate intended to undo the re- 
sults of the war in regard to slaverv; and, sec- 
ond, the sullen attitude of the South, which 
seemed to be plotting to regain the policy 
ivhich arms had lost. The credentials of the 
Southern members elect wore laid on the 
tabic, a civil ri^fhts bill and a bdl extendins^ 
the sphere ol the Freedmen s Bureau were 
passed over the executive veto» and the two 
highest branches of the Government were 
I soon in open antagonism. The action of 
Congress was characterized by the Presi- 
dent as a " new rebellion." In July the 
cabinet was reconstructed, Messrs. Randall, 
Stanburv and Browninc;^ taking the places 
of Messrs. Denison, Speed and Harlan, and 
an unsuccessful attempt was made by 
means of a general convention in Philadel- 
phia to form a new party on the basisof the 
administration policy. 

In an excursion to Chicago for the pur. 
pose of laying a comer-stone of the monu- 
ment to Stephen .\. noui::!as, President 
Johnson, accompanied by several members 
of the cabinet, passed through Phibdclphia, 
New York and Albany, in each of which 
cities, and in other places along the route, 
he made speeches justif\ ini^ and explainini^ 
his own policy, and violently denouncing 
the action of Congress. 

August 12, 1867, President Johnson re* 
moved the Secretary of War, replacing 
him by General Grant. Secretary Stanton 
retired under protest^ based upon the ten- 
ure-of-office act which had been passed the 
preceding March. The President then is- 
sued a proclamation declanngthe insurrec- 



Digitized by Google 



ANDREW JOHNSON. 



lion at an end, and that " peace, order, tran- 
quility and civil authority existed in and 
throughout the United States.** Another 
proclamation enjoined obedience to the 
Constitution and the laws, and an amnesty 
was published September 7, relieving nearly 
all the participants in the tate Rebellion 
from the disabilities thereby incurred, on 
condition of takinp^ the oath to support the 
Constitution and the laws. 

In December Congress refused to confirm 
the removal of Secretary Stanton, who 
thereupon resumed the exercise of his of- 
fice; but February 21, 1868, President 
Johnson again attempted to remove him, 
appointing General Lorenzo Thomas in his 
place. Stanton refused to vacate his pOSt, 
and was sustained bv the Senate. 

February 24 the House of Representa- 
tives voted to impeach the President for 
" high crime and misdemeanors," and March 
5 presented eleven articles of impeachment 
on the ground ol his resistance to the exe- 
cution of the acts of Congress, alleging, in 
addition to the offense lately committed, 
his public expressions of contempt for Con- 
gress, in "certain intemperate, inHamma- 
tory and scandalous harang u l s ' p ronounced 
in August and September. 1866, and there- 
after declaring tliat the Thirtv-ninth Con- 
gress of the United States was not a 
competent legislative body, and denying 
its power to propose Constitutional amend> 
ments. March 23 the impeachment trial 
began, the President ajipearing by counsel, 
and resulted in acquittal, the vole lacking 



one of the iwo>thirds vote required for 

conviction. 

The remainder of President Johnson's 
term of office was passed without any such 

conflicts as might have been anticipated. 
He failed to obtain a nomination for re- 
election by the Democratic party, thougli 
receiving si\t\ five votes on the first ballot 
July 4 and December 25 new proclamations 
of pardon to the participants in the late 
Rebellion were issuec*, but were of little 
effect. On the accession of General Grant 
to the Presidency, March 4, Johnson 
returned to Greenville, Tennessee. Unsuc- 
cessful in 1870 and 1872 as a candidate re- 
spcctively for United States Senator and 
Representative, he was finally elected to the 
Senate in 1875, trw^k his seat in the extra 
session of March, in which his speeches 
were comparatively temperate. He died 
July 3t, 187s, and was buried at Green, 
ville. 

President Johnson's administration was a 
peculiarly unfortunate one. That he should 

so soon become involved in bitter feud with 

the Republican mnjoritv in Congress was 
certainly a surprising and deplorable inci> 
dent; yet, in reviewing the circumstanoes 
after a lapse of so many years, it is easy to 
find ample room for a charitable judg^ment 
of both the parties in the heated contro- 
versy, since it cannot be doubted that any 
President, even Lincoln himself, had he 
lived, must have sacrificed a large portion 
of his popularity in carrying out any poa. 
sible scheme of reconstruction. 
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LYSSES SIMPSON 
(iRANT, the ci-^ht. 
ccath President of the 
United States, i869-'77» 
was bom April 27, 1822, 
at Point Pleasant, 
Clermont County, 
Ohio. His &ther was of Scotch 
descent, and a dealer in leather. 
At the ag'e of seventeen he en- 
tered the Military Acadcinv at 
. West Point, and four years later 
graduated twenty-first in a class 
^tfv of thirty-nine, receiving the 
( onimission of Brevet Second 
Lieutenant. He was assigned 
to the Fourth Infantry and re- 
mained in the army eleven years He was 
engajT^cd in every battle of the Mexican war 
except that of Buena Vista, and received 
two brevets for gallantry. 

In 184R Mr. Grant married Julia,daughter 
of Frederick Dent, a prominent merchant of 
St. Louis, and in 1854, having reached the 
grade of Captain, he resigned his commis- 
sion in the army. For several years he fol- 
lowed farming near St. I^oiiis, hut nnsiic 
cessfully ; and in i860 he entered the leather 
trade with his father at Galena, Illinois. 

When the civil war broke out in 1861, 
Grant '.vas thirty-nine years of age, but en- 
tirely unknown to public men and without 



I any personal acquaintance with greataffairs. 
President Lincoln's first call for troops was 
made on the 13th of April, and on the 19th 
Grant was drilling a company of volunteers 
at Galena. He also offered his services to 
the Adjutant-General of the armv, but re- 
ceived no reply. The Governor of Illinois, 
however, employed him in the organization 
of volunteer troops, and at the end of live 
weeks he was appointed Colonel of the 
Twciit v-first Infantry. I le took command 
of his regiment in June, and reported first 
to General Pope in Missouri. His superior 
knowledge of military life rather surprised 
his superior officers, who had never before 
even heard of him, and they were thus led 
to place him on the road to rapid advance- 
ment. August 7 he was commissioned a 
Britjadier-Gcneral of volunteers, the ap- 
pointment having been made without his 
knowledge. He had been unanimously 
recommended by the Congressmen from 
Illinois, not one of whom had been his 
personal acquaintance. For a few weeks 
he was occupied in watching the move- 
ments of partisan forces in Missouri. 

September i he was placed in command 
of the District of Southeast Missouri, with 
headquarters at Cairo, and on the 6th. with- 
out orders, he seized Paducah, at the moutli 
of Ihe Tennessee River, and commanding 
the navigation both of that stream and oJ 
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the Ohio. This stroke secured Kentucky 
to the Union; for the State Legisbiture, 
which had until then affected to be neutral, 
at once declared in favor of the Govern- 
ment. In November following, according 
to orders, he made a demonstration about 
eighteen miles below Cairo, preventing the 
crossing; of hostile troops into Missouri ; 
but in order to accomplish this purpose he 
had to do some fighting, and that, too, with 
only 3,000 raw recruits, against 7,000 Coo- 
federates. Grant carried of! two pieces of 
artiller}' and 200 prisoners. 

After repeated applications to General 
Halleck, his inmediate superior, he was 
allowed, in February, 1862, to move up the 
Tennessee River against Fort Henry, in 
conjunction with a naval force. The gun- 
boats silenced the fort, and Grant immedi- 
ately made preparations to attack Fort 
Donelson, about twelve miles distant, on 
the Cumberland River. Without waiting 
for orders lie moved his troops there, and 
with 15.000 men began the siege. The 
fort, garrisoned with 21,000 men, was a 
strong: one, but after hard fighting on three 
successive days Grant forced an '* Uncon- 
ditional Surrender*' (as alliteratioa upon 
the initials of his name). The prize he capt- 
ured consisted of sixty-five cannon, 17,600 
small arms and 14,623 soldiers. About 4,- 
000 of the garrison had escaped in the night, 
and 2,500 were killed or wounded. Grant's 
entire loss was less than 2,000. This was the 
first important success won by the national 
troops during the war, and ite strat^ic re- 
sults were marked, as the entire States of 
Kentucky and Tennessee at once fell into the 
National hands. Our hero was made a 
Major-General <A Volunteers and placed in 
command of the District of West Ten- 
nessee. 

In March, 1862, he was ordered to move 
up the Tennessee River toward Corinth, 
where the Confederates were concentrat- 
ing a large army ; but he was directed not 



to attack. His forces, now numbering 38,- 
000, were accordingly encamped near Shi- 
loh, or Pittsburg Landing, to await the 
arrival of General Buell with 40,000 more; 
but April 6 the Confederates came out from 
Corinth 50,000 strong and attadied Grant 
violently, hoping to overwhelm him before 
Buell could arrive ; 5,000 of his troops were 
beyond supporting distance, so that he was 
largely outnumbered and forced back to the 
river, where, however, he held out until 
dark, when the head of Buell's column 
came upon the field. The next day the 
Confederates were driven back to Corinth, 
nineteen miles. The loss was heavy on 
both ades; Grant, being senior in rank to 
Buell, commanded on both davs. Two 
days afterward Halleck arrived at the front 
and assumed command of the army, Grant 
remaining at the head of the right wing and 
the reserve. On May 30 Corinth was 
evacuated by the Confederates. In July 
Halleck was made GeneraUn-Chief, and 
Grant succeeded him in command of the 
Department of the Tennessee. September 
19 the battle of luka was fought, where, 
owing to Rosecrans's fault, only an incom- 
plete victcwy was obtained. 

Next, Grant, with 30,000 men, moved 
down into Mississippi and threatened Vicks 
burg, while Sherman, with 40,000 men, was 
sent by way of the river to attack that place 
in front ; but, owing to Colonel Murphy's 
surrendering Holly Springs to the Con- 
federates, Grant was so weakened that he 
had to retire to Corinth, and then Sherman 
failed to sustain his intended attack. 

In January, 1863, General Grant took 
command in person of all the troops in the 
Mississippi Valley, and spent several months 
infniitlessattempts to compel the surrender 
or evacuation of Vicksbur-;; but July 4, 
following, the place surrendered, with 31,- 
600 men and 172 cannon, and the Mississippi 
River thus fell permanently into the hands 
of the Government. Grant was made a 
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Major-General in the r^^ular army, and in 

October following' he was placed in com- 
mand of the Division of the Mississippi. 
The same month he went to Chattanooga 
and saved the Anny of the Cumberland 
from starvation, and drtn c Bragg from that 
part of the country. This victory over- 
threw the last important hostile force west 
of the Alleghanies and opened the way for 
the National armies into Geoiigiaand Sher- 
man's march to the sea. 

The remarkable series u( successes which 
Grant had now achieved pointed him out 
as the appropriate leader of the National 
armies, and accordingly, in February, 1864, 
the rank ol Lieutcnant-General was created 
for him by Congress, and on March 17 he 
assumed command of the armies of the 
United States. Planning the grand final 
campaign, he sent Sherman into Georgia, 
Sigel into the valley of \rirgiaia, and Butter 
to capture Richmond, while he fought his 
own way from the Rapidan to the James. 
The costly but victorious battles of the 
Wilderness, Spottsylvania, North Anna and 
Cold Harbor were fought, more for the 
purpose of annihilating Lee than to capture 
any particular point. In June, 1864, the 
siege of Richmond was begun. Siiernian, 
meanwhile, was marching and fighting daily 
in Georgia and steadily advancing toward 
Atlanta; but Sit^cl had been <]( fcatcd in the 
valley of V^irgmia, and was superseded by 
Hunter. Lee sent Early to threaten the Na> 
tional capital ; whereupon Grant gathered 
up a force u hich he [)taced under Sheridan, 
and that commander rapidly drove Early, 
in a succession of battles, through the valley 
of Virginia and destroyed his army as an 
orq-ani/ed force. The sieg^e of Richmond 
went on, and Grant made numerous attacks, 
but was only partially successful. The 
people of the North grew impatimt, and 
even the Govcrninent advised him to 
abandon the attempt lo take Richtnond or 
crush the Confederacy in that way j but lie 



never wavered. He resolved to *' fight it 

out on that line, if it took all summer." 

By September Sherman had made his 
way to Atlanta, and Grant then sent him 
on his famous '* march to the sea," a route 
which the chief had designed six months 
before. He made Sherman's success fw)ssi- 
ble, not only by holding Lee in front of 
Richmond, but also by sending reinforce- 
ments to Thomas, who then drew off and 
defeated the only army which could have 
confronted Sherman. Thus the tatter was 
left unopposed, and, with Thomas and Sheri- 
dan, was used in the furtherance of Grant's 
plans. Each c.vecttted his part in the great 
design and contributed his share to the re> 
suit at which Grant was aiming. Sherman 
finally reached Savannah, Schofield beat 
the enemy at Franklin, Thomas at Nash- 
ville, and Sheridan wherever he met him ; 
and all this while General Grant was hold* 
ihg Lee, with the principal Confederate 
army, near Richmond, as it were chained 
and helpless. Then Schohcld was brought 
from the West, and Fort Fisher and WiU 
mington were captured on the sea^xiast, so 
as to afford him a foothold ; fr«)ni here he 
was sent into the interior of North Caro- 
lina, and Sherman was ordered to move 
northward to join him. When all this was 
effected, and Sheridan cc)u!d find nooneel^c 
to fiifht in the Shcnaiuioali V'ailcy, Grant 
brought the cavalry leader to the front of 
Richmond, and, making a last effort, drove 
Lee from his entrenchments and captured 
Richmond. 

At the beginning of the final campaign 
Lee had collected 73,000 fighting men in 
the lines at Richmond, besides the local 
militia and (he gunboat crews, amounting 
to 5,000 more. Including Shcaidan's force 
Grant had 1 10,000 men in the works before 
Petersburg and Richmond. Petersburg fell 
on the 2d of April, and Richmond on the 
3d, and Lee fled in the direction of Lynch- 
( burg. Grant pursued with remorseless 
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ener^Cy, only stopping to strike fresh blows, 
and Lee at last found himself not only out- 
fought but also out-marched and out-gen- 
erated. Being completely surrounded, he 
surrendered on the 9th of April, 1865, at 
Appomattox Court-House, iti the open field, 
with 27,000 men, all that remained of his 
army. This act virtually ended tlie war. 
Thus» in ten days Grant had captured 
PetPrsburj^ and Richmond, fouL^lit, by His 
subordinates, the battles of Five Furks and 
Sailor's Creek, besides numerous smaller 
ones, captured 20,000 men in actual battle, 
and received the surrender of 27,000 more 
at Appomnttf>x, absolutely annihilating an 
army oi 70,000 soldiers. 

General Grant returned at once to Wash- 
ii^ton to superintend the disbandmcnt of 
the armies, but this pleasurable work was 
scarcely begun when President Lincoln was 
assassinated. It had doubtless been in- 
tc-iuicd to inflict the same fate upon Grant ; 
but be, fortunately, on account of leaving 
Washington early in the evening, declined 
an invitation to accompany the President 
to the theater where the murder was com- 
mitted. This event made Andrew Johnson 
President, but left Grant by far the most 
conspicuous figure in the public life of the 
country. He became the object of an en- 
thusiasm greater than had ever been known 
in AiiKTica, F.very jiossible lionor was 
heaped upon him ; the grade of General 
was created for him by Congress; houses 
were presented to liim by citizens; towns 
were illuminated on hisentrance into them ; 
and, to cap the climax, when he made his 
tour around the world, "all nations did htm 
honor" as they had never before honored 
a foreigner. 

The General, as Commander-in-Chief, 
was placed in an embarrassing^ [ osition by 
the opposition of President Johnson to the 
measures of Cont^ress ; but lie directly man- 
ifested his characteristic loyalty by obeying 
Congress rathor than the disaffected Presi- 



dent, although for a short time he had 
served in his cabinet as Secretary of War. 

Of course, everybody thought of General 
Grant as the next President of the United 
States, and he was acoordin^dy elected as 
Such in 186S "by a larf^e majority," and 
four years later re-elected by a much larger 
majority — the most overwhelming ever 
given by the people of this country. His first 
administration was distinguished by a ces- 
sation of the strifes which sprang from the 
war, by a large reduction of the National 
debt, and by a settlement of the difficulties 
with England which had grown out of the 
depredations committed by privateers fit- 
ted out in England during the war. This 
last settlement was made by the famous 
'* Geneva arbitration," which saved to this 
Government $1 5,000.000, but, more than all, 
prevented a war with England. " Let us 
have peace," was Grant's motta And this 
is the most appropriate place to remark 
that above all Presidents whom this Gov- 
ernment has ever had, General Grant was 
the most non-partisan. He regarded the 
Executive office as purely and exclusively 
exeaitive of the laws of Cong^rcss, irrespect- 
ive of " politics." But every great man 
has jealous, bitter enemies, a fact Grant 
was well aware of. 

After the close of Tiis Presidency, our 
General made his famous tour around the 
world, already referred to, and soon after- 
ward, in company with Ferdinand Ward, 
of New York City, he engaged in banking 
and stock brfikera^c, which business was 
made disastrous to Grant, as well as to him- 
self, by his rascality. By this time an in* 
curable cancer of the tong^ue developed 
itself in the person of the afflicted ex- 
President, which ended his unrequited life 
July 23, 1885. Thus passed away from 
earth's turmoils the man, the General* who 
was as truly the " father of this rcg'enerated 
country" as was Washington the father of 
the infant nation, 
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UTHFRFORD TURCII- 
ARD HAYES, the nine- 
teenth President of 
the United States, 
1877-81, was born in 
Delaware, Ohio, Oc- 
tober 4, 1822. His 
ancestry can be traced as far 
back as 1280, when Hayes and 
Rutherford were two Scottish 
chicltaias fighting side side 
with Ballot. WilUam Wallace 
III'] Iviibert Bruce. Both fami- 
lies belonged to the nobility, 
owned extensive estates and had 
a large following. The Hayes 
l.itiiily had, for a ooatof-arms, a 
barred and surmounted by a flying 
There was a circle of stars about 
the eagle and above the shield, while on a 
scroll underneath the shield was inscribed 
thcmotfo, " Rccte." Misfortune overtakiiii; 
the family, (icorgc liayes left Scotland in 
1680, and settled in Windsor, Connecticut. 
He was an industrious worker in wood and 
iron, bavins^ a mechanical genius and a cul- 
tivated mind. Ilis son George was born 
in Windsor and remained tlicrc during Ins 
Ufe. 

Daniel Hayes, son of the latter, married 
Sarah Lee, and lived in Simsbury, Con- 




necticut. Ezekiel, son of Daniel, was born 
in 1724, and was a manufacturer of scythes 
at Bradford, Connecticut. Rutherford 
Hayes, son of Bsekiel and grandfather of 
President Hayes, was born in New Haven, 
in August, T756. He was a famous black- 
smith and tavern-keeper. He immigrated to 
Vermont at an unknown date, settlings in 
Brattleboro where he established a hotel. 
Mere his son Rutherford, father of Presi- 
dent Hayes, was born. In September, 1S13, 
he married Sophia Birchard, of Wilming. 
ton, Vermont, whose ancestry on the male 
side is traced back to 1635. to John Birch- 
ard, one of the principal founders of Nor- 
wich. Both of her grandfathers were 
soldiers in the Revolutionary war. 

The father of President Hayes was of a 
mechanical turn, and could mend a plow, 
knit a stocking, or do almost anything that 
he might undertake. He was prosperous 
in business, a member of the church and 
active in all the benevolent enterprises of 
the town. After the close of the war of 1812 
he immigrated to Ohio, and purchased a 
farm near the present town of Delaware. 
His family then consisted of his wife and 
two children, and an orphan girl whom he 
had adopted. 

It was in 181 7 that the family arrived at 
Delaware. Instead of settling upon his 
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(arm, Mr. Ha3''es concluded to enfer intn 
business in the village. He purchased an 
interest in a distillery, a business then as re- 
spectable as it was profitable. His capital 
and recognized ability assured him the 
highest social position in the community. 
He died July 22, 1822, less than three 
months before the birth of the son that was 
destined to fill the office of President of the 
United States. 

Mrs. Hayes at this period was very weak, 
and the subject of this sketch was so feeble 
at birth that ht- was not expected to live 
beyond a month or two at most. As the 
months went by he grew weaker and weaker 
SO that the neighbors were in the habit of 
inquiring; from time to time "if Mrs. 
Hayes's baby died last iiiyfhf." On one oc- 
casion a neighbor, who was on friendly 
terms with the family, after alluding to the 
boy's big head and the mother's assiduous 
cnrc (jf him, said to her, in a bantering way, 
"That's right! Stick to him. You have 
got him along so far, and I shouldn't won- 
der if he would really come to something 
yet." "You need not laugh," said Mrs. 
Hayes, " you wait and see. You can't tell 
but I shall make him President of the 
United States yet** 

Tlic bov lived, in spite of the universal 
predictions o! his speedv der:th; and when, 
in 1825, his elder brother was drowned, he 
became, if posnble, still dearer to his mother. 
He was seven years old before he was 
placed in school. His education, however, 
was not neglected. His sports were almost 
wholly within doors, his playmates being 
hissisterand her associates. These circum- 
stances tended, no doubt, to foster that 
gentleness of disposition and that delicate 
consideration for the feelings of others 
which are marked traits of his character. 
At school he was ardently dev<jtcd to his 
studies, obedient to the teacher, and care- 
ful to avoid the quarrels in which many of 
his schoolmates were involved. He was 
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always watting at the .school-house door 
when it opened in the morning, and never 
Ute in returning to his seat at recess. His 
sister Fannie was his constant companion, 
and their affection for each other excited 
the admiration of their friends. 

In 1838 young Hayes entered Kenyon 
College and graduated in 1842. Me then 
began the study of law in the office of 
Thomas Sparrow at Columbus. His health 
was now well established, his figure robust, 
his mind vigorous and alert. In a short 
time he determined to enter the law school 
at Cambridge, Massachusetts, where for 
two years he pursued his studies with great 
diligence. 

In 1845 admitted to the bar at 

Marietta, Ohio, and shortly afterward went 
into practice as an attorney -a t-iaw with 
Ralph P. Buckland, ol Fremont. Here he 
remained three yrars, acquiring but limited 
practice, and apparently unambitious of 
distinction in his profession. His bachelor 
uncle, Sardis Birchard, who had always 
manifested great interest in his nephew and 
rendered him assistance in bovhood, was 
now a wealthy banker, and it was under- 
stood that the young man would be his 
heir. It is poanble that this expectation 
uKiv have made Mr. IT;i\ es more indifferent 
to the attainment of wealth than he would 
otherwise have been, but he was led into no 
extravagance or vices on this account. 

In 1849 he removed to Cincinnati where 
his ambition found new stinudus. Two 
events occurring at this period had a pow- 
erful influence upon his subsequent life. 
One of them was his marriage to Miss 
Lucy Ware Webb, daughter of Dr. fames 
Webb, of Cincinnati; the other was his 
introduction to the Cincinnati Literary 
Club, a body embracing such men as Chief 
Justice Salmon I'. Chase, General John 
Pope and Governor Edward F. Noyes. 
The marriage was a fortunate one as every- 
body knows. Not one of all the wives ol 
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our Presidents .vas more universally ad- 
mired, reverenced and beloved than is Mrs. 
Hayes, and no one has done more than she 
to reflect honor upon American woman- 
hood. 

Tn 1856 Mr. Hayes was nominated to the 
office of Judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas, but declined to accept the nomina- 
tion. Two years later he was chosen lo the 
office of City Solicitor. 

In 1861, when the RcHcllion broke out, 
he was eager to take up arms in the defense 
of his country. His military life was 
bright and illustrious. June 7, 1861, he 
was appointfd Major of the Twenty-third 
Ohio infantry. In July the regiment was 
sent to Virginia. October 15, 1 861 , he was 
made Lieutenant«Colonel of his regiment, 
and in August, 1862, was promoted Colom ! ; 
of the Seventy-ninth Ohio Regiment, but 
refused to leave his <dd comrades. He was 
wounded at the battle of South Mountain, 
and suffered severely, being unable to enter 
upon active duty for several weeks. No- 
vember 30, 1862, he rejoined his regiment as 
its Cblonel, having bieen promoted Octo- 

bcr Iv 

December 25, lie was placed in com- j 

mand ui the Kaiiawhu division, and for . 
meritorious service in several battles was | 
promoted Brii^adier General. He wa.salso 
brcvetted Major-General for distinguished | 



services in 1864. He was wounded tour 
times, and five hones were shot frcHU 

under him. 

Mr. Hayes was first a Whig in politics, 
and was among the first to unite with the 

Free-Soil and Republican parties. In 1864 
he was elected to Congress from the Sec- 
ond Ohio District, which had always been 
Democratic, receiving a majority of 3,098. 
In 1 866 he was renominated for Congress 
and was a second time elected. In 1867 he 
was elected Governor over Allen G. Thur- 
man, the Democratic candidate, and re* 
elected in 1869. In 1874 Sardis Birchard 
died, leaving his large estate to General 
Hayes. 

In 1.876 he was nominated for the Presi- 
dency. His letter of acceptance excited 

the admiration of the whole country. He 
resigned the office of Governor and retired 
to his home in Fremont to await the result 
of the canvass. After a hard, long contest 
he was inaugurated March 5, 1877. His 
Presidency was characterized by compro- 
mises with all parties, in order to please as 
many as possible. The close of his Presi- 
dential term in i88t was the clo^e of his 
public life, and since then ho has remained 
at his home in FrenwMit, Ohio, in Jctlerso- 
nian retirement from public notion in stnk. 
ini:^ contrast with most others of the world'^s 
notables. 
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AMES A. GARFIELD, 
twentieth Prasident of 

the United States, 1881, 
was born November 19, 
1831, in the wild woods 
of Cuyahoga County, 
Ohio. His parents were 
Abram and Eliza (Ballon) 
Garfield, who were of New 
England ancestry. The 
senior Garfield was an in- 
dustrious farmer, as the 
rapid improvements which 
appeared on his place at- 
tested. The residence was 
me familiar pioneer log calnn, 
and the household comprised the parents 
and their children — Mehetabic, Thomas, 
Mary and James A. In May, 1833, the 
father died, and the care of the house- 
hold consequently devolved upon young 
Thomas, to whom James was greatly in- 
debted for the educational and other ad- 
vantages he enjoyed. He now lives in 
Michigan, and the two asters live in Solon, 
Ohio, near their birthplace. 

As the subject of our sketch grew up, he, 
too, was industrious, both in mental and 
physical labor. He worked upon tlu- farm, 
or at caqientcrinj^, or chopped wood, or at 
any other odd job that would aid in support 
of the family, and in the meantime made the 



most of his books. Ever afterward he was 
never ashamed of his humble origin, nor for- 
got the friends of his youth. The poorest 

Inhorer was sure of his sympathy, and he 
always exhibited the character of a modest 
gentleman. 

Until he was about sixteen years of age, 
James's highest ambition was to be a lake 
captain. To this his mother was strongly 
opposed, but she finally consented to his 
going to Qeveland to carry out his long- 
cherished design, with the understanding, 
however, that he should try to obtain some 
other kind of employment. He walked all 
the way to Clevelanid, and this was his first 
visit to the city. After making many ap- 
plications for work, including labor on 
board a lake vessel, but all in vain, he 
finally engaged as a driver for his cousin, 
Amos Letcher, on the Ohio A PennsyU 
vrmin C:iii:il. In a short time, liowevcr, he 
quit this and returned home. He then at- 
tended the seminary at Chester for about 
three years, and next he entered Hiram In- 
stitute, a school started in 1850 by the 
Disciples of Christ, of which church he was 
a member. In order to pa)' his way he 
assumed the duties of janitor, and at times 
taught schooL He soon completed the cur- 
riculum there, and then entered Williams 
College, at which he graduated in 1856, 
taking one of the highest honors of his class. 
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Afterward he returned to Hiram as Presi- 
dent. In his youthful and therefore zealous 
piety, he exercised his talents occasionally 
as a preacher of the Gospel. He was a 
man of strong moral and religious convic- 
tions, and as soon as he hcgtm to look into 
politics, he saw innumerable points that 
could be improved. He also studied law, 
and was admitted to the bar in 1859. 
November 11, 1858, Mr. Garfield married 
Miss Lucretia Rudolph, who ever after- 
ward proved a worthy consort in all the 
stages of her husband's career. They had 
seven children, five of whom are still living. 

It was in 1859 ^^^^ Garfield made his 
first political speeches, in Hiram and the 
neighboring villages, and three years later 
he began to speak at county mass-meetings, 
being received everywhere with popular 
favor. He was elected to the State Senate 
this year, taking his seat in January, i860. 

On the breaking- out of the war, of the 
Rebellion in 1861, Mr. Garfield resolved to 
fif^lit as he had talked, and accordingly he 
enlisted to defend the old Hag, receiving 
his commission as Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Forty<seoond Regiment of the Ohio Volnn* 
teer Infantry, August 14, that year, rlc 
was immediately thrown into active service, 
and before he hud ever seen a gun tited in 
action he was placed in command of four 
regfimcnts of infantry and eight companies 
of cnvah v, cliart^cd with the work of driv- 
ing the Confederates, headed by Humphrey 
Marshall, from his native State, Kentucky. 
This task was speedily a( coniplished, al- 
though against g^reat odds. On account of 
his success, President Lincoln commissioned 
him Brigadier-General, January 11, 1862; 
and, as he had been the youngest man in 
the Ohio Senate two years before, so now 
he was the youngest General in the army. 
He was with General Buell's army at Shi- 
lob, also in its operations around Corinth 
and its march tlirouj;!) Alabama. Next, he 
was detailed as a member of the general 



court-martial for the trial of General Fits- 
John Porter, and then ordered to report to 

General Rosccians, when he was assigned 
to the position of Chief of Staff. His mili- 
tary history closed with his brilliant ser- 
vices at Chickamauga, where he won the 
stars of Major-General. 

In the fall of 1862, without any effort on 
his part, he was elected us a Representative 
to Congress, from that section of Ohio 
which had been representetl for sixty years 
mainly by two men — Elisha Whittlesey and 
Joshua R. Giddings. Again, he was the 
youngest member of that body, and con- 
tinued there by successive re-elections, as 
Representative or Senator, until he was 
elected President in 1880. During his life 
in Congress he compiled and published by 
his speeches, there and elsewhere, more 
information on the issues of the day, espe- 
cially on one side, than any other member. 

June 8, 1880, at the National Repul>lican 
Convention held in Chicago, General Gar- 
field was nominated for the Presidency, in 
preference to the old war-horses, Blaine 
and Grant ; and although many of the Re- 
publican party felt sore over the failure of 
their respective heroes to obtain the nomi- 
nation, General Garfield was elected by a 
fair popular majority. He was duly in- 
augurated, but on July 2 following, before 
he had fairly got started in his administra- 
tion, he was fatally shot by a half-demented 
assa.s.sin. After very painful and protracted 
suffering, he died September 19, 1881, la- 
mented by all the American people. Never 
before in the history of this country h.id 
anything occurred which so nearly froze 
the blood of the Nation, for the moment, as 
the awful act of Guiteau, the murderer. 
He was duly tried, convicted and put to 
death on the gallows. 

The lamented Garfield was succeeded by 
the Vice-President, General Arthur, who 
seemed to endeavor to carry out the policy 
inaugurated by his predecessor. 
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HESTER ALLEN 
ARTHUR, the twen- 
ty-first Chief Execu- 
tive of this growinj^ 
republic, i88i-*S, was 
born in Franklin 
County, Vermont, 
October 5, 1830, the eldest of a 
familv of two sons and five 
daugiitirs. His father. Rev. 
Dr. Witliam Arthur, a Baptist 
clergyman, immigrated to this 
rountrv from County Antrim, 
Ireland, in his eighteenth year, 
and died in 187$, in Newton- 
viUe, near Albany, New York, 
after serving many years as a successful 
minister. Chester A. was educated at that 
old, conservative institution, Union Col- 
lege, at Schenectady, New York, where he 
excelled in all his studies. He graduated 
there, with honor, and then struck out in 
life for himself by teaching school for about 
two years in his native State. 

At the expiration of that time young 
Arthur, with $500 in his purse, went to the 
city of New York and entered the law office 
of ex-Judge E. D. Culver as a student. In 
due time he was admitted to the bar, when 
he formed a partnership with bis intimate 



friend and old room-mate, Henry D. Gar< 
diner, with the intenti4;m of practiciiig law 
at some point in the West; but after spend* 
iiig about three months in the Wester. 
States, in search of an eligible place, they 
returned to New York City, leased a room, 
exhibited a sign of their buainesB and al- 
most immediately enjoyed a paying patron- 
age. 

At this stage of his career Mr. Arthur's 
business prospects were so encouraging 
that he concluded to take a wife, and ac- 
cordingly he married the daughter of lieu- 
tenant Herndon, of the United States Navy, 
who had been lost at sea. To the widow 
of the latter Congress voted a gold medal* 
in recognition of the Lieutenant's bravery 
during the occasion in which he lost his 
life. Mrs. Artnur died sluMtly before her 
husband's nomination to the Vice-Presi- 
dency, leaving two children. 

Mr. Arthur obtained considerable celeb- 
rity as an attorney in the famous Lemmon 
suit, which was brought to recover posses- 
sion of eight slaves, who h:ul been declared 
free by the Superior Court of New York 
City. The noted Charles O'Conor, who 
was nominated by the "Straight Demo> 
crats" in 1872 for the United States Presi* 
dency, was retained by Jonathan G. Lem- 
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uon, of Virginiat to recover the negroes, 

but he lost the 8uit In this case, however, 
Mr. Arthur was assisted by William M. 
Evarts, now United States Senator. Soon 
afterward^ in 1856, a respectable colored 
woman was ejected from a street car in 
Ni-w York City. .Mr. Arthur sued thccar 
company in her behalf and recovered $500 
damages. Immediately afterward all the 
car companies in the city issued orders to 
their employes to admit colored persons 
upon their cars. 

Mr. Arthur's political doctrines, as well 
as his practice as a lawyer, raised him to 
prominence in the party of freedom ; and 
accordingly he was sent as a delegate to 
the first National Kepublicau Convention. 
Soon afterward he was appointed Judge 
Advocate for the Second Brigtide of the 
State of New York, and then Engincer-in- 
Chiel on Governor .Morgan's staff. In ibOi, 
the first year of the war, he was made In- 
spector-General, and next. Quartermaster- 
General, in both which offices he rendered 
great service to the Government. Alter 
the close of Governor Moiigan's term he 
resumed the practice of law, forming first a 
partnership with Mr. Ransom, and subse- 
quently adding Mr. Phelps to the firm. 
Bach of these gentlemen were able lawyers. 

November 21, 1872, General Arthur was 
appointed Collector of the Port of New 
York by President Grant, and be held the 
office until July 20, 1878. 

The next event of prominence in General 
.Arthur's career was his nomination to the 
Vice-Presidency of the United States, under 
tlie influence of Roscue Conkling, at tlic 
National Republican Convention held at 
Chicago in June. 1880, when James A. Gar- 
field wa? placed at the liead of the ticket. 
Both the convention and the campaign that 
followed were noisy and exciting. The 
friends of Grant, constituting nearly half 



I the convention, were exceedingly persist- 

' ent, and were sorely disappomted over 
their defeat. At the head of the Demo- 
cratic ticket was placed a very strong and 
popular man ; yet Garfield and Arthur were 
elected by a respectable [iluraiity of the 
ptipidar vote. The 4th of ;vlarcli foHowinff^, 
these gentlemen were accordingly inaugu- 
rated ; but within four months the assassin's 
bttUet made a fatal wound in the person of 
j General Garfield, whose life terminated 
I September 19, 1881, when General Arthur, 
ex Oj^w, was obliged to take the chief 
reins of government Some misgivings 
were entertained by many in this event, as 
' Mr. Arthur was thou2:ht to represent espe 
cially the Grant and Conkling wing of the 
Republican party; but President Arthur 
had both the ability and the good sense to 
allay all fears, and he gave tlic restless, 
critical American people as good an ad- 
ministration as they had ever been blessed 
with. Neither selfishness n u low parti- 
sanism ever characterized any fe.iture of 
his pubUc service. He ever maintained a 
high sense of every individual right as well 
as of the Nation's honor. Indeed, he stood 
so high that his successor, President Cleve- 
land, though of opposing politics, expressed 
a wish in his inaugui^ address that he 
could only satisfy the people with as good 
an administration. 

But the day oi civil service reform had 
come in so far, and the corresponding re- 
action against **third'termism" had en> 
croached so far even upon "second-term" 
I service, that the Republican party saw til 
I rn 1884 to nominate another man for Presi- 
dent. Only by this means was General 
Arthur's tenure of office closed at Wash- 
ington. On his retirement from the Presi- 
dency, March, 1885, he engaged in thu 
praetiee of law at New York City, wheie he 
died November 18, 18S6. 
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ROVER CLBVE- 

LAND, the twenty- 
second President of the 
United States. 1885—, 
was born in Caldwell, 
Essex County, New 
Jersey, March 18, 
1837. The house in which he 
was born, a small two^tory 
wooden building, is still stand- 
inpf. It was the parsonage of 
the Presbyterian church, of 
which his father, Richard 
Cleveland, at the time was 
jiistor. The family is of New 
England origin, and for two centuries has 
contributed to the professions and to busi- 
ness, men who have reflected honor on the 
name. Aaron Cleveland, Grovcr Cleve- 
land's great-great-grandfather, was born in 
Massachusetts, but subsequently moved to 
Philadelphia, where he became an intimate 
friend of Benjamin Franklin, at whose 
house he died. He left a large family of 
children, who in time married and settled 
in different parts of New England. A 
grandson was one of the small American 
force that fought the British at Bunker 
Hill. He served with gallantry through- 
<mt the Revolution and was honorably 
discharged at its close as a Lieutenant in 
the Continental army. Another grandson, 
William Cleveland (a son of a second Aaron 



Cleveland, who was distinguished as a 
writer and member of the Connecticut 
Legislature) was Grover Cleveland's grand- 
father. William Cleveland became a silver- 
smith in Norwich, Connecticut. Heac* 
quired by industry some property and sent 
his son, Richard Cleveland, the father of 
Grover Cleveland, to Yale College, where 
he graduated in 1834. During a year spent 
in teaching at Baltimore, Maryland, after 
graduation, he met and fell in love with a 
Miss Annie Nealc, daughter of a wealthy 
Baltimore book publisher, of Irish birth. 
He was earninsf his own way in the woi ld 
at the time and was unable to marry; but 
in three years he completed a course of 
preparation for the ministry, secured a 
church in Windham, Connecticut, and 
married Annie Neale. Subsequently he 
moved to Portsmouth, Virginia, where he 
preached for nearly two years, when he 
was summoned to Oildwell, New Jersey, 
where was born Grovcr Cleveland. 

When he was three years old the family 
moved to Fayettevillc, Onondaga County, 
New York. Here Grover Cleveland lived 
until he \v:is fourteen years old, the rugged, 
healthful life of a country boy. His frank, 
generous njanner made him a favorite 
among his companies, and their respect 
was won by the good qualities in the germ 
which his manhood (icveloi)cd. He at- 
tended the district school of the village and 
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was for a short time at the academy. His 

lather, however, believed that boys should 
be taught to labor at an early ag^e, and be- 
fore he had completed the course ol study 
at the. academy he began to work in the 
viUa^pe store at S50 for the first year, and the 
protni<?e of Sicxj for the second year. His 
work was well done and the promised in- 
crease of pay was granted the second year. 

Meanwhile his father and family had 
moved to Clinton, the scat of Hamilton 
College, where his father acted as agent to 
the Presbyterian Board of Home Missions, 
preaching in the churches of the vicinity. 
Hither Grnver came at his father's request 
shortly after the beginning of his second 
year at the Fayetteville store, and resumed 
his studies at the Clinton Academy. After 
three years spent in this town, the Rev. 
Ricliard Cleveland was called to the vil- 
lage church of Holland Patent. He had 
preached here only a month when he was 
suddenly stricken down and died without 
an hotir's warning^. The death of the father 
left the family in straitened circumstances, 
as Richard Cleveland had spent all his 
salary of $1,000 per year, which was not 
required for the necessary expenses of liv- 
ing, upon the education of his children, of 
whom there were nine, Grover being the 
fifth. Grover was hoping to enter Hamil- 
ton College, but the death of his father 
made it necessary for him to earn his own 
livelihood. For the first year (1853-4) he 
acted as assistant teacher and bookkeeper in 
tlie Institution for tlic Blind in New York 
City, ol which the late Augustus Schell was 
for many years the patron, in the winter 
of 1854 he returned to Holland Patent 
where the generous people of that place, 
Fayetteville and Clinton, had purchased a 
home for his mother, and in the following 
spring, borrowing $25, he set out for the 
West to earn his living. 

Reaching Buffalo he paid a hasty vi^^ir to 
an uncle, Lewis F. Allen, a well-known ; 



stock farmer, living at Black Rock, a tew 

miles distant. He communicated his plans 
to Mr. Allen, who discouraged the idea of 
the West, and finally induced the enthusi- 
astic boy of seventeen to remain with him 
and help him prepare a catalogue of blooded 
short-horn cnttlp, known as " Allen's Amer- 
ican Herd Book," a publication familiar to 
all breeders of cattle. In August, 1855, he 
entered the law office of Rogers, Bowen 
& Rogers, at DufTalo, and after serving a 
few months without pay, was paid $4 a 
week— an amount barely sufficient to meet 
the necessary expenses of his board in the 
family of a fellow-student in fiufialo. with 
whom he took lodgings. Lite at this time 
with Grover Cleveland was a stem battle 
with the world. He took his breakfast by 
candle-light with the drovers, and went nt 
once to tlic oflRce where the whole day was 
spent in work and study. Usually he re- 
turned again at night to resume reading 
which had been interrupted by the duties 
of the day. Gradually his employers came 
to recognize the ability, trust worthinesit 
and capacity for hard work in their young 
empl( ! . ;ii)d by the time he was admitted 
to the bar (1859) stood high in their con- 
fidence. A year later he was made confi- 
dential and managing clerk, and in the 
course of three years more his salary had 
been raised to $1,000. In 1865 he was ap- 
pointed assistant district attorney of Erie 
County by the district attorney, the Hon. 
C. C. Torrance. 

Since his first vote had been cast in 1858 
he had been a staunch Democrat, and until 
he was chosen Governor he always made 
it his duty, rain or shine, to stand at the 
polls and give out ballots to Democratic 
voters. During the first year of his term 
as assistant district attorney, the Democrats 
desired especially to carry the Board of Su- 
pervisors. The old Second Ward in which 
he lived was Republican- ordinarily by 250 
majority, but at the urgent request of the 
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party Grover Cleveland consented to be 
the Democratic candidate lor Supervisor, 

And came within thirteen votes of an elec- 
tion. The three years spent in the district 
attorney's office were devoted lu assiduous 
labor and the extension of his professional 
attainments. He then formed a Imv part- 
nership with the late Isaac V. V'aiulcrpoel, 
ex-State Treasurer, under the hrm name 
of Vanderpoel & Clevetand. Here the bulk 
of the work devolved on Cleveland's shoul- 
ders, and he soon wun a ^rood standing at 
the bar of Erie County. In 1869 Mr. 
Cleveland formed a partnership with ex- 
Senatcn- A. P. Laning and ex-Asststant 
United States Distric t Attorney Oscar Fol- 
som, under the firm name of Laning, Cleve- 
land & Folsom. During these years he 
began to earn a moderate professional in- 
come; but the larger portion of it was sent 
to his mother and sisters at Holland Patent 
to whose support he had contributed ever 
ance i860. He served as sheriff of Erie 
County, i870-'4, and then resumed the 
practice of law, associalinj; hi?nc >!f with the 
Hon. Lyman K. Bass and Wiii>ua b. Bissell. 
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The firm was strong and popular, and soon 
commanded a large and lucrative practice. 

Ill health forced the retirement of Mr, Bass 
in 1879, and the firm became Cleveland & 
Bissell. In 1881 Mr. George j. Sicard was 
added to the firm. 

In the autumn election of 1881 he was 
elected mayor of Buffalo by a majority of 
over 3,500 — the largest majority ever given 
a candidate for mayor — and the Democratic 
city ticket was successful, although the 
Republicans carried Buffalo by over |,000 
majority for their State ticket. Grover 
Cleveland's administration as. may or fully 
justified the confidence reposed in him by 
the people of Buffalo, evidenced by the 
great vote he received. 

The Democratic State Convention met 
at Syracuse, September 22, 1882, and nomi. 
nated Grover Cleveland for Governor 
on the third ballot and Cleveland was 
elected by 192,000 majority. In the fall of 
1884 he was elected President of the United 
States by about 1,000 popular majority, 
in New York State, and he was'accordingly 
inaugurated the 4th of March following. 



Digitized by Gopgle 



no FXESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 



BENJAMIN HAI^P^ISON. 





(ENJAHIN HARBISON, 

the twenty-third Pred- 
dcnt of the United States, 
1889, was bom at I^orth 
Bend, H«tmltoii Goniitj, 
Ohio, in tlie liotue of liia 
^ L N , graiidfuther, "William Hen- 

^^raj^^T^ ry Ilarrinon (who was the 
" ninth Tresident of this 
.country), Augait 20th, 
1888. He ia ft desoendant 
of one of the historical 
families of this counti-y, as 
also of England. The 
head of the &n))ly was a 
Major-General Hanrison 
who was devoted to the cause of Oliver 
Cromwell. It became the duty of this Har- 
rison to participate in the trial of Charles I. 
and afterward to aigu the death warrant of 
the king, which rabeequmitlj coat him hia 
lift. His eneinics succeeding to power, he 
was condemned and executed OctoU'r 13th, 
1660. His descendants came to America, 
and the first mention made in history of the 
Harrison family as repreaentatiTe in pnblie 
affiurs, is that of Benjamin Harrison, great- 
grandfuther <?f onr present President, who 
was a member of the Continental Congress, 
1774-5-6, and one of the original signers of 



tine Beeiaration of Indqpendenee, and three 

times Governor of Virginia. His eon, Will- 
iam Henry llurri.son, made a brilliant mili- 
tary record, was Governor of the iforthwest 
Territory, and Ihe ninth President of the 
United States. ' 

The subject of this sketch at an early age 
became a student fit Farmers College, where 
he remained two years, at the end of which 
time he entered Miand University, at Ox^ 
ford, Ohio. Upon graduation from said seat 
of learning he entered, ftS a student, the of- 
fice of Stover & Gwync, anot^ihle law firm at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, where he applied himself 
closely to the study of his chosen jnofession, 
and here laid the foundation for the honora. 
ble and famous career before him. He spent 
two years M-ith the firm in Cincinnati, at the 
e.vpiration of which time he received the 
only inheritance of his life, which was a lot 
left him 1^ an annt, which he sold for $800. 
This sum he deenu d bufficient to justify him 
in marrying tiie huly <tf liis choiee, and to 
whom ho was then engaged, a daughter of 
Dr. Scott, then Principal of a female school 
at Oxford, Ohio. 

After marriage ho located at Indianapolis, 
Indiana, wliere he began the prar tirc of law. 
Meetinpf Avith hlight encouragement lie made 
but little the first year, but applied himself 
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dowljr to Lis bnsineM, and by pcnevetance, 
honorable dealing and an nprigrht liis) tDo- 

ceeded in building upan extensive practice and 
took a leadinj* position in tlifclej^l profession. 

In 1860 he was nominated for the position 
of Snprome Court Reporter for die State of 
Indiana, and then be^ Hi experienoe as a 
stump speaker. He canvassed the State 
thoronghly and was elected. 

In 1862 his patriotism caused him to 
abandon a civil office and to offer bis oonntry 
his serrioee in a militarj capad^. He on 
ganized the Seventieth Indiana Infanby and 
was rhosen its C'^lonel. Altliough his regi- 
ment was compoeetl of raw material, and he 
practically void of military schooling, bo at 
once mastered military tactics and drilled his 
men, so that when he with his regiment was 
aepicrncd to Gen. Sherman's comTnand it was 
known ad one of the best drilled orj,'aii 
iaations of the army. He was tii»pecially 
distingnished for bravery at tbe battles of 
Besaeea and Peach Tree Creek. For his 
bravery and efficiency at tlie lapt iiatiied bat- 
tle ho was made a Brigadier-General, Gen- 
eral Hooker speaking uf him in the most 
complimentary terms. 

While General Harrison was actively en- 
gaged in the field the Snpreme Court declared 
the ot1i<*e (.f Supreme Court Reporter vacant, 
and another person was elected to fill tlie 
position. From tbe time of leaving Indiana 
•with hie regiujent for the front, until the &11 
of 1864, Cienernl irarrifiou liad taken no leave 
of abst-nrc. liuf, having Ix-eti iioniinated 
that year fur tiie same otlice that he vacated 
in onler to serve his eonatry where he could 
do the greatest good, he got a thirty-day leave 
of absence, and during that time canvassed 
the StatR atid waa eleett-d for another term ns 
Supremo Court lieporter. He then started 
to rejoin his command, then with General 
Shannati in the Soaih»batwas stricken down 



with lever and alter a very trying si^e, made 
bis way to the front, and participated in the 

closing scenes and incidents of the war. 

In General Harrison declined a re- 

election as lieporter, and applied himself to 
the praetioe his proftsskm. He was a 
candidate for Governor of Indiana on the 
R^nUican ticket in 1876. Althoogh de> 
feated, the brilliant campaign brought hitn 
to public notice and gave him a National 
reputation as an able and formidable debater 
and he was much songht in the Eastern 
Statai as a public speaker. He took an act- 
ive part in the Presidential campaign of 
1880, and was elected to tlio United States 
Senate, whM« he served six years, and was 
Icnown as one of the strongest debaters, as 
well as one of tbe ablest men and best law- 
yers. When liis terra expired in tlie Senate 
he resumed his law practice at Indianapolis, 
l>ecoming the head of one of the strongest 
law firms in the State of Indiana. 

Sometime prior to the opening of tlie 
Presidential campairjn of ISSS. the two great 
political partieis (I Republican and I>emocratic) 
drew the lino of political battle on tbe ques- 
tion of tarifl^ which became the leading issae 
and the raUyi<-g watchword during the mem- 
ora'ile '• imr.i.i^'n. The Republieana appealed 
to the people for their voice as to a tariff to 
protect homo industries, while the Democrats 
wanted a tariff for revenne only. Tbe Re- 
publican convention assembled in Chicago in 
June and selected Mr. Harrison as their 
standard bearer on a platform of ] rinciples, 
among other important clauses being that of 
protection, which he eordislly indorsed in 
accepting the nomination. November 0, 
1888, after a heated canvass, General Harri- 
Fon was elerted, defeating GroviT ("leveland, 
who was again the nominee of the Demo- 
cratic party. Be was inaagurated and as- 
sumed the duties of his office Haroh 4, 1889. 
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fW. LOSEY, eenior menaher of tbe law 
firm of Looej A Woodward, WM bom in 
* Hooesdale, Penotylraiiia, Deoember 

30, 1834, aiul ie a aon of Ebenezer T. and 
LncT M. (Waltoiil Loaey. He received bis 
literarj education io the common schools of 
HoBMdalo^ th« Honesdftle Aeodemy, and at 
Amherat College, when ho iru a stndeat in 
1854 and 1865. In May, 1856, he came to 
La Crosse, and stndied law in tlif office of 
Deniduu & Ljndes; he was admitted to 
the bar in October, 1857, and at tbe election 
of the NoTombor following be waa chosen 
District Attortibv; lie was re-elected in 1859, 
and in IBfiO ho was electetj City Attorney of 
La Crosee. Upon the dissolution of the tirra 
of Deiiison 6c Lyndes, Mr. I/Osey became 
the janior partner, therelationship continuing 
until 1861, when the law firm of Cameron 
ife Lofiey was established. They conducted 
a successful bnsiness until 1SS9, when ^ir. 
Cameron withdrew, and tlie pre&eut lirm of 
Losey & Woodward was formed. 

Mr. Losey has been very olosdy identi> 
fied with the history of I>a Crosse, and ie a 
citizen in whom rests the confi<ioneo of the 
entire community. An able lawyer, poa- i 



sessing tbe rare gift of eloquence and persua- 
sive power, it is not sttange that he soon 
oame to be regarded as • most powerful ally, 

as well Rfl a danfTTonri opponent. lie lias 
been loyal to every interest of La Crosse, 
and is ao ardent supporter of home industry. 
It was through his exertions that the eity 
cane into the possession of the beautiful 
cemetery which furnislios a resting- p!ace for 
the rernainft of the doceascd. lie has been 
active in the establishment of the water 
faeilitiee and the varions lighting processes 
already in operation. lie served twelve 
years on the Board of Aldermen, where he 
was a valnable and lionored counselor. He 
owns a fine legal library, and has never lost 
the "stndent attitnde." He was married in 
La Crosse in 1869, to Miss Florenee T. Leh- 
man, a native of Germany. Six children have 
been born of tliis union: Mary, the %vif(< of 
S. F. Easton; Fannie, Josephine and Joseph 
Walton. Two died in inlaney. 

Mr. Losey is ;;^neral attorney of the Chi^ 
cage, Burlington <& Northern Bailraad, and 
was formerly the general attorney for the 
Southern Minnesota Raih-oud nutll it was 
I bought by tbe Chicago, Milwaukee 6c St. 
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Paol Bailroad. Ho has boea loeil ■ttoniej 

for the latter romi Tdi- tlie past twenty years. 
Politically he atiiUateti with the Dernocratic 
partj. 




fOMINICK MADER, brick maniifact- 
iirer, La Crosro, 'WiBOonsiD, — Mr. If ader 
ie aootho* of the many prominent oiti- 
seuB of foreign birth now residing in the 

county, and as a sncc<>osfnl hnsiness man is 
well known, lie was born in Gertnauy, to 
the onion of David and H«y (SchallL) llader, 
md came with his parents to the United 
States in 1853. They settled in ilic town of 
Shelby, rontiMl a furin in Morituui Cooly, nnd 
after wurking that for two years the lather 
bonght forty acres in section 11, which he im- 
mediately hegan to improve. He liongLt 
160 acros adjoining and thus became the I 
owner of 300 atre* of rich laiirl. He I'rectcii 
a large stone houi^e, barns and otlior luiikiing^, i 
and was quite wealthy at the time of his 
death, which oeeurred in 1880. Hia widow 
ie still ]ivin;_% is seventy-six years of age, and 
is a resident of La rrngsc Mr. Dominick 
Mader lionr;lit flii' lirii-k y,\.v<\ in La Croi^'ie in ■ 
1878 and Imd iiiatiuftictured l»ric.k since tliut 
time, taming out from eight to ten hon< 
dred thousand each nenson, and selling tliem 
in La Crri-;si'. He is a self-made man who j 
has procured a ^ood income from his busi. I 
ness. lie is popular among his neighbors 
and is one of the influentisl citixens. 

Mr. Mader was married in 1887, to Miss 
Mary Subling, daughter of August and Mary 
Suhling, natives of (fprrtmny, who came to 
the United States; u£ an early date. Tlie 
father is still lin ing and makes his liome 
with his son-in law, Mr. Mader. The mother 
died at the age of sixty yt-ars. Mr. and 
Mrs. Mader are the parents of five children: 



Arthur, August, Henry, Dominiek and Maty 

Louisa, all at home. The family are mem- 
bers of the f \Htholic Church at I^a Cropf-p. M r. 
Mader has iieid nearly all the oftices of the 
town and filled them in a veiy satisfiKstoiy 
manner, as might he expected. He has been 
Clerk of his school district continnonsly for 
the last fourteen years. IIo has a good, 
oomutodious two-story brick dwelling and has 
large bams and sheds to cover millions of 
hriek. He also owns one stove building 
in La Crosse and is popnlar representative 
of the energetic, wide awake business man, 
which element has done and is doing so much 
for the advancement of the material interests 
of the oity. 

J> V. FATHER AMBROSE MURPHT, 

f pastor of the St. James Catholic Church, 
'4\ coriH'iMjC (';ilt><loiii.a and Windsor streets, 
La Crosse, Wii?iune^iii, is a native of New 
Brunswick, born September 2, 18G2. lie is 
one of a family of nii^e children bora to 
William and Catherine (Hrown) Murphy, 
who are nho iititivps of Mow Brunswick. 
The children ;iiv iiHri;cd fi?i follnwi?: Mary 
Ellen and Margaret Ann are both deceased; 
Willuim has finished his coarse at the Ia 
Crosse Business College; Mary Paulina is a 
music teacher in the convent at La Crosse, 
where she is known as Sister Thaddea; 
Ellen MiW'tina is in school; Leo is deceased; 
Charles and Clara are also attending school. 

When Father Murphy was a child of 
three years his parents removed to Clitppewa 
Falls, WiscniipiTi, where he received bis ele- 
mentary education, lie iiegan his classical 
work under Dr. Qoldsmitb, now deceased, 
and afterward entered St Frands Seminary, 
Milwaukee, where he was a student three 
years; two years were spent ii) the Seminary 
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of Floreti'e, Belgium, and over four years in ■ 
tlie Uuiversity of Innsbrack, Auatria, wlicre 
he was ordiined October S8, 1886, by the 
Frinee Bwbop of Brixen. Aftv a i I Uv 
epent one year in the Fnivcr.-itv of PariH, 
and was called thence to America by Rishnp 
Flaecli, who assigned him to duty at Chip- 
pewa Falls, where he remained eight months. 
While at this station he did miBsionary work 
in the ontlvini; (H=trictfl, as will as in the 
city, his lalinrs t>< in>; nmonjj the French half- j 
breeiifi and Indians. In January, ISSS, ho 
waa transferred to 8t Jamea Church in North 
La Crosse; at that time the cbnrch was un- 
finished, and was carrying a debt of large pro- \ 
y»orti(»nf!; the church has since been finished 
at a cost of several thousand dollars, and a 
handsome eottage, a residence for the priest, 
has been completed. Upon his arrival here the 
cliurch was suiTerin^ from internal dissen- 
sions and contnntions aujoncj the members: 
tlieso differences have been harmonized, the 
debt has been materially reduced, and the un- 
paid balance has been sattsfactorily arranged. 

A parochial school, conducted under the 
sny»erintrndf»nc»^ of Father Miirpliv, hoM?* its 
sessions on the first tioor of the church aud 
is in charge of the Prauciscan Sist^s of 
Perpetual Adoration. There are four teach- 
ers employed in the regular work, and a 
special teacher for music. Tlic rksscs are 
carefully graded, and are in excellent work- 
ing order. Father Murphy's line intellectual 
training and attainments fit him pre-emi- 
nently for t!Ii^ responsible position, and his 
pervicps liave Ixn'ti appreciated. l\v h an ' 
ardent leinperunce worker, and through his 
induencti some of the most elo(jueut speakers 
on the snhject have been secured for La 
Crosse; among them may lie mentioned 
Bisliop C!otter, Proident of the Cuthr.Iic 
Total Abstinence Tniiin of Atncrii/;i, and 
Father Cleary, uf Kenosha, Wisconsin, aud 1 



the Dominican Missionaries, Splinter and 
Daly, of Minneapolis, Minnesota. These 
lectures are always free to the public, and 
are accomplishing a great deal in educating 
jienple ;is tn theirduty on this great question. 
Father Murphy is a member of the xVnciciit 
Order of lJil>€rnian8, a benevolent society, 
and of the Catholic Knights, of Wisconsin, an 
insnranco association, and of various otlier 
societies for the iostmction of the young. 

I^AFAYETTE UOLMES, secretary and 
ITw treasurer of the Davidson Lumber 
Company, Js'orth La Crosse, Wiscon- 
sin, and one of the reliable aud represent- 
ative business men of that city, was originally 
from Ohio, his birth occurring in JefTt r- 
SOn county of that State. Jatmary IM. ISJI. 
His fiarent-i, William and Fiiza (Voorhees) 
Holmes, were natives also of the Buckeye 
State, and the latter is a relative of Senator 
Yoorhees of Indiana. William Holmes was a 
blacksmith by trade, and this he followed 
while* a rpptilenf of Ohio. In 18.S0 be moved 
to Iowa, opposite Navuoo, Illinois, but re- 
turned to Jelforson oounty, Ohio, in 1838, 
and there remidned nntil 1843. He then 
moved to Pittsburg and from there to Iro- 
quois county. Illinois, two y^f*'''^ later. In 
IS-ilG he located in (lalena, Illinois, and iu 
1849 crossed the plains to Cslifomia, where 
he remained working in the minea nntil 
iSol. Afterward he was a short time in 
Galena and then returned to the gold regions 
of California, where he remained until 
18G0. Again returning to Qalena he woil»d 
in the mines until his death, which ooeurred 
March 11, 1803, when tifty-two years of 
age. Ills wite itieil in La Crosjte in ISSi, 
wheti seventy. two years of age. Uf the ten 
children born to this union, seven are still 
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liTing. Laftjtttto Holin«s began for hlmnll 
at the oarlj age of fourteen as clerk at Scales 
Mound, near Galena, Illinois, and has been 
clerk and bookkeeper ever sinoe, at Galena, 
St. flaal and La Gtoaae. He eame to his 
preeent poattion in 1867, and tbia ape&ks 
well aa to bia ability aa clerk and book- 
keejjcr. He is a popnlur pnlosman, and is an 
able and experienced gentleman, whom 
it will alwaja be foand profitable aud pleas- 
ant to have dealings. He beeame secretary 
of the company at the organization in 1885. 
lie was connected with the different jmaket 
companies from 1853, the old Minnesota 
Packet Company, tbllowiugall the successive 
eoinpeniea nntil 1888, a period of tbirty-five 
years. He follower! shore bnsiness as a<{ent, 
storekeeper, etc. This we believe ib without 
a parallel in the State. The comjiuny have 
one boat, a raft boat, and he looks aft«r this 
at present writing. In bis line Mr. Holmes 
is one of tbe leading men of the city, lie ob- 
tained h''~. ?{nowledge of bookkeeping by 
acttiftl practice, tor he did not attend pchool 
after the age of thirteen. He was married 
in 1860 to Miea Sarah J. Lee, daaghter of 
George W. and Somq Lee, of Galena, Illi- 
nois, and became the father of three children: 
William M,, living in Montfinn; Jessie L., 
at home aud a musician and artist of con- 
siderable note; Walter, in the office of James 
MeOord, wholesale druggist. Mrs. Holmes 
is a strontf bellevor in Christian Science. Mr. 
HolmcK iri a Thirtv-seeond Decree Mason, 
belonging to the Wisconsin Consistory. He 
waa Eminent Commander of La Croaae Omb- 
mandory, No. 9, three anooessive years, 
Worshipful Master of Frontier Lodge, No. 
45, four snceessivp years, and is at present 
High Friest ot Smith Chapter.No. 13. Of the 
Knights of Pythias he has passed tbe ehairs. 
He went throngb all the difterent degrees of 
tbe L O. O. F. order thirty jears ago. In 



politica be haa ever been a Democrat He 
has many tioMs been city delegate to 
county conventions. Mr. Holmes is pro- 
gressive and public-spirited in his views, is 
a worthy and valued citizea, and is respected 
by hta many friends. 



fH. HOUGH, traln.maater on tbe 
Chieago, Burlington A Korthem Rail- 
* roed,wa8 originally from Connectieiit. 
born June 39, 1845. Ilts parents, Isaac I- 
and Julia F. (Wilcox) Hough, were both na- 
tives of that State also, aud the father was a 
mannfaetnrar of tinsmith toots. He died in 
his native State at the age of forty-nine, and 
his wife received her final snmmons there at 
tlie iii:t) of fifty-four. They were the parents 
of live children, four of whom are yet living. 
P. U. Hongh received a good academic edn* 
cation in Connecticut, and on the 6th of Sep- 
temher, 1802, he enlisted in Company A, 
Twentj-fuiirth Cunnecticnt Volnntetr In- 
fatitry, t'ur nine months, and served thirteen 
months under General Banka in the Depart- 
ment of the Gulf. His first engagement waa 
at Irish Bend in Louisiana, and the next at 
Bayou iSara, Port Hudson. Heeulisted wlien 
only seventeen years of age, there being only 
two younger in the regiment, bnt stood the 
service quite well, especially in marobing, 
when be had more endurance than older 
men. lie was discharged at Middietown, 
Connecticut, October 3li ].863. He then 
eame Weat and loeatod in Ogle conoty, Illi- 
nois, and engaged in tdegr^phy, having stud- 
ied it in the East, and came West to secure a 
position. He located at Forreston, Illinois, 
bad charge of a day otiice, and continued there 
si:{teen years in the employ of the Illinois 
Central i»nd Cbici^ ^ lowt rai)roada. From 
there be was prgniotpd to train dispatcher. 
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ftnd went to Auboj, lUiiirus, where be re- 
mained for the ycflrs. He tlien came to La 
Crospc (ISSO) and took the position of train 
diepatcher for the Chicago, Biirlingt<>u 
Noithera Bailraad. In 1888 be wes pro- 
moted to chief tnm dispetdber. Thia posU 
tioo he held for two years, and was then 
promoted to train nutftert hi* present poei- 
tion. 

In 1884 Mr. Hon^ married Min Anne 
M. Fr«oeh» dengbter of John French, of 
Kappa, Illinois. Mr. Fmneh died in 1878, 
at the age of fifty-nine years. The mother is 
stiil living, and it in her fifty-aixth year. 
Mr. Hough is e member of UieMesonic order 
end of the G. A. E. Pott »t Ia Orosse. 

§BNRY B. KUCH, 1801 Winnebego 
street, La Crosse, is a contractor and 
tniilJor, and is one r>f tlie most jirosper- 
0U8 in the city. H© i» an American by 
adoptioDf his native country being Bohemia, 
Anstria. He was bom in 1864| a ion of Simon 
fiTid Theresa Rlich, also Bohemians by birth. 
They '^a^lc farewell to their conntry in 1872, 
and crossed the sea to the United States, lo- 
cating in La Groa«e in 1872, where tbey still 
redde. Henry B., the third of a bmily of 
five children, began working at the brick- 
layer's trade in 1872, and for a few years he 
traveled uj> and down the Mieeieeippi river 
from 8t. i'aul to fiew Orleana. In 1875 be 
oano to La Crossoi and here he hat rfnoe 
followed the battoett of building and eon- 
tractin^. Up to 1886 he was employed as 
foreman for different contractors, bnt in that 
year began taking contracts on his own ac- 
eonnt. He hat ereoted a namber of rtndenete 
in La Crotte, the addition to the Eighth ward 
lehoolhonse, and a number of otlier build- 
iogi, ineloding the Faj Hotel aud Mitchel't 



building on Third street. By hit ttrict and 
honorable dealinfrs he lias won a reputation 
for pnhBtantinl and reliable Iniilding tliat has 
placed him in the front ranks of his calling. 

Mr. Klieh was married in 188U to Mite 
Mary Matejka, who was born in 1861, a 
daughter of John aii<i KlizaUetli Matejka. 
Her father died in 18U1, aged sixty-four 
years. The mother is still living. Mr. and 
Mrs. Klieh are tbe perentt<^ fivediildiMi: 
Henry, Amelia, Albert, Jalia and Frank. 
All are at home comfortably and happily sit- 
nated. Mr. Klieh is a member of the Guild- 
ers' Association of La Crosse, and the 
International Frogretsive Aitodation 4^ 
Maatfidd, Ohio, and bdongt to the 0. 8. 
P. &, of which he hat been an offioer for 
many yean. 

tEV. FATHER J. W. RITZ, jwst^jr of 
St. John's Church, corner of Avon 
and St. Jamee streets, La Crosse, is 
a native of Germany, bom in ^varia, An- 
gust 18, 1859. He rt > • 1 his education 
in the "Fatherland," and after he liad finished 
his theological training he was ordained a 
priest of the lioinau Catholic Church. In 
1888 he eame to America, and soon after hit 
arrival here he wa^ assignc<i to duty at pattor 
of the Me<lford Ciiiireli in Taylor county, 
Wisconsin. While stationed at this point he 
was instrumental in building new chnreiies, 
and iafnted new life into many cougrcgationa 
to which bo ministered. He had diatge of 
six missions, Medford being the principal one; 
there he built a new edifice and etteblithed a 
parochial school. 

He eame to La Oroite in Angntt, 1800, 
having been aaaigned to St. Joha'e Ghnroh. 
Here he also has commenced tbe erection 
of a new chareh of modern design, 48 x 100 
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fei't, with n seating cnpacity of three or 
four liinidred, tiie cost to be uot less 
than $10,000. fit. John's Catholic School i» 
also BDdftr Dootrol of Father mtz, the fall 
term of which opened wltti ninety-six chil- 
dren f»nn>lle<L Two ti-afhcrs arc esnployt-d j 
to give inti>truction in the school. St. John's 
eoDgregation wa» organlxod from a portion of 
the eommdnicante of St. Joseplt'a Cathedral 
three years ago, and noder the can' uf Father 
liitz hns fitpridily increased in interest and 
grown in numbers. lie has devoted himself 
laitbfullj to the neede of those entrusted to 
hfs care, and haa proven himself worthy of 
the confidence reposed in him h/ hia anperiora 
and congregation. 



First Iowa Volunteer TnCniitrv, "Tlip Bur- 
lington lilues," and went out to a long term 
of Bervioe« to encounter hardahipa and pri- 
vationa unknown to any life except that of 

the soldier. Before the end of ninety days 
he ha l wen the fall of one of the most 
promising otficers, General Lyon, and had 
participated in the hattle of Wilson Creek. 
He ce-enlifited in the Twenty-fiflh Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry, and served until the 
declaration uf poai-c Arnonir tlie most Tinted 
engaf^euients in which lu' purticipated may be 
mentioned the following: Vicksburg, Arkau- 
eas Poet, Atlanta, Joneshoro and the great 
march to the sea. At Atlanta he saw Mo* 
Flicr=nn shot frnrn his horse, And on the 
marcii under Slienuau he barely escaped 
starvation, lie paid $20 for a half-pint of 
rice, a rather dainty Inneh for the price. He 
APTAIN ALBERT J. HILL was born i was in the city of Columbia, South Caro- 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, April 14:, 1841, a | Una, when it wn? firwl by the darkie?. I'pon 



son of Gcorjfe W. and Marj^aret (Wil- 
son) Hill, natives of Johnstown, Pennsylva- 
nia, and Baltimore, Maryland, respectively. 
The father waa a carpenter and contractor, 
and in 1842 removed to Burlington, Iowa, 
lie was one of the mr)«t prominent nnvl pro- 
gressive of the eariy settlers, and was highly 
eateemed by the members of the community 
in which he rtved. He died April 5, 1888, 
aged seventy-six years. His wife died in 
June, 1885). They had born to thfm a family 
of live children, the Captain and one sister 
being the only ones living at the preeent 
time. Albert J. received his edocation at 
Burlington, lowa^and learned the carpenter's 
trade with his father. When I'repident Lin- 
coln made a call for 75,000 men to aid in 
putting down the rebellion, private interests 
sank into in^gnificanoe, and all hopes, all 
plans, all aspirations were almndoned that the 
country mi;_;ht prc^prved from disintegra- 
tioo. Captain Uili ouiisted io Company I, 



the arrival uf the trooi^p in the city the 
colored poimlatioti l^a^ife^ted great joy, es- 
teeming it a day of jubilee. They were free 
in rendering service, and freely gave infor- 
mation, both desirable and undesirable. The 
citizrn^ called for a gnanl, which was readily 
gniiited. At dusk, just as night was settling 
upon the city, a fire broke ont and spread 
rapidly. Tlie engines were brought out, and 
soldiers and citizens made a common tight 
in subduing the flames, the work of incen- 
diaries. It was a terrible, though mogniti- 
cent sight, and the sounds were aa those of 
pandemonium; the cries of helpless women 
and children, the clattering of horses through 
the pfrcot?, maddened f>y tlso flames, the 
shouts ot the tirumeu, are beyond description, 
but were recorded on the roeiuory of those 
witnessing the conflagration to remain there 
as long as life and memory e.xist. 

r.iptairi Ilill was at the (^raiid Review 
at Washington, and was mustered out of the 
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service at Davenport, Iowa. He WM never 
eerioiiiilv wounded or fakon prisoner, but ha<l 
his liearing injured bj the bursting ot a shell. 
Thie trouble proTed permanent, and is « 
floaroe of «nnojenee to him even now. 

After the close of the war he bad bis first 
lespona as a ]>iIot on the river, and since 
that time has been oiuplojeU on tho packets 
plying betwoen 8t Lonia and St. Paul. Ho 
waa married Aagnat SI, 1808, to Misa Fran- 
ces Chenoworth, a daughter of William and 
Althea Cljenowortli. of l?iirIiiit,'toti, I<>\va. 
Mrs. Uiira father die<i M'hen she was two 
yearaold, bat the mother lived nntil some 
time in the '60b. There were four diildren 
in the family, Mrs. Hill and Mn. Nancy | 
Morrell being the only tjurvivinrr nicmhors. ' 
Captain attd Mrs. Hill have one child, 
Eunice May, the wife of Thomas J . Madden, | 
Chief of Police of Dulnth, Minnesota. | 
The parents are members of the Presby- 
terian Church. Captain IHll belongs to the 
Ci. A. R. nti<l to the Pilt^t's AFsurtation ; he ' 
takes little iutereat in |»>lities, but vutes witli 
the Demoeratio party. After the iojurj 
reeetved in l>attle he could Iiave secured an 
honorable dischargf, bat. tilled with the zeal 
of the patriot, declined to do so, and served ; 
through the rest of tho war as a musician, 
hii impaired bearing making it unsafe for 
him to do guard duty. 

JOSEPH B.WIEDMANN, Rector 

of St. Joseph's (yathedral, La Crosee, 
M ils liorn in Westphalia, Prussia, No- 
vfMiilifi- 1!*, 1S55. In 1«51 hi^ father died, 
and in 1{)G8 lie came with his mother to 
America, locating at Fountain City, Buffalo 
county, Wisconsin. The next year he entered 
St. Francis Soininiirv at MHwfinkee, and con- 
tinoed his studied uutil lb7U, when he waa 



ordained priest by Bishop Heiss of La Crosse 
diop«>se. aiif) was a^sif^ned to the pastorate of 
8t. l^atrick's. Church at Sparta, Wisconsin, 
where be remained till Jnne 19, 1881, when 
be waa appointed to hia present position. 
Daring hi« pastorate h»re in LaOrcMaehe 
has made improvements upon the vlnireh 
property to the extent ot $yu,UOO, and not a 
dollar of debt remaine. St Joaeph*a Cathe- 
dral is a magnifleent edifice, erected in 1869. 
Its present value, including or;r'^n, altars and 
furnitnre, is estimated at $60,000. 

€hhi^. 

QBI6. ADOLPH, one of the ateam- 

boat captains of the Mii^sisalppi river, 
\vj»B }>orn in the State of Iowa in 1850, 
a son of Chris, aud Matilda (Bahrenfuss^ 
Adolph, natlvea of Germany. The patents 
bade fttrewell to their native land in 1864, 
and crossed the gea to America, settling in 
IrnvA; tlierc the fatlier died in 1874, Imt the 
mother still survives, and has reached tiio age 
of seventy-two years. Chris. Adolph, Jr., had 
the advantage of a flaw terms ot schooling, 
but at an early age sought emjiloyiiient on 
tlie river. He was engaged in nit'liiii; lum- 
ber until the beginning of the usool oteam lor 
that purpose; he was then employed on the 
boata, and worked through all tlie positions 
until be reached the head of the bu.>iiie3S. 
He has now been in the emjiloy of MeDonuld 
Bros, for about twenty years, a Tact whic-h 
attests his efficiency and a due apprecia- 
tion of bis services. Ho was among the firat 
to pass with boats up the Black and Chip- 
pewa rivers to the hinilxir regions. He lias 
experienced all the phase*? of life on the 
river, and has endured all the privations inci- 
dent to hia oeeupation. The work of a pio- 
neer in any line is not an easy one> and the 
life of the pioneer in the lumber regions 
proves no exception to the rule. 
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Mr. Aiiolph UR= iiiiUed in marriage, in 
1888, to Miss Mary Miles, a daughter of 
Calvin and Julia Mil«i*i, of 0.x Bow, Jackson 
eonntj, Wiaoooab. Mr. Miles in» a soMier 
In the late war^ and did gallant Bcrvice for 
his country from 1861 to 1865. He is now 
engaged in farming, and ie prominently 
ideotitied with the agricultural interests of 
Jackson coanty. Mr. and Mrs. Adolph have 
had born to them one child, Chrie., Jr., De- 
cember 20, 1889. They are both consistent 
members of the Lutheran Church. 




fH. AJMDKKWS, supply agent for the 
Chicago, Burlington & ^ortheru 
* KailrMd, and » snooassfnl bnriness 
man of La Crosse, Wieoonaiu, iirBt gaw the 
light of day in Grcenfiold, MassHchneotts, 
in 1858. Hib parents, Jaraea and Mary H. 
(Pratt) Andrewe, were uativtMi aleo of the Bay 
Stateu The parents boyed to Ghioago, Illi- 
nois, in 1866, and here the father engaged in 
the printing and "blank-book bnsincHB fur 
some time. Mr. Andrews received the rudi- 
ments of au education in the public schoolii 
of Chicago, and bupplcmentad the same by 
aoonrae in the high school of Greenfield, 
Massachusetts. In 1882 he engaged with the 
Chicago, Burlington & Qnincy Railroad, in 
the construction department, and n^muined 
in that abont one year, when he was promoted 
to the pnrehadng 4«pttrtm«nt He was in 
the Ohieago ofHce a short time, and was then 
sent to the St. Paul office. From there, in 
1886, he was transferrtHl to La Crosiie, Wis- 
consin, to take charge of the supply depart- 
ment of the Ohieago, Bnrlington A North- 
ern Railroad at this place, and has since bad 
full charge of that department of the road. 
This department carries a stock of al»out 
$50,000 worth of material, and at various 



times it haw been over $100,000. Mr. An- 
drews was married in Chicago, Illinois, in 
1881, to Miss Lonia I. Harmon, danghtw 
of Cbannejr mm! Mary Hannon. 

f^ILO J. PITKIN, oolteetor for the 
M I n Crosse Gas- Light Company, was 

"•."t^r* burn at Fort Mudifon, l.ee county, 
Iowa, August 28, 1889, a son of James and 
Lucy (Austin) Pitkin, natives of Connecta- 
ont and New York respectively. The fathw 
was a farmer by occupation, and he also 
worked at the carpenter'.s trade. In 1817 he 
came with his parents to Summit county, 
Ohio, and remained there until 1885, when 
he made a prospecting toar throng the great 
Northwest, seeking a home. lie settled in 
Fort Madison, and when the subject of this 
notice wa« an infant of tliirteen months the 
mother died, aged twenty years. lie was 
one of the earliest pioneers of Iowa, and 
experieoeed many of the privations and 
liardphips attending life on the frontier. He 
was a man of the higliest principles, Iion- 
ored and respected by a wide circle of 
acquaintances. 

MQo J. came to In Crosse in 1864, receiv- 
ing his education in the common schools. He 
is one of the pioneers of the city, and has 
witnessed many chauges since he became a 
resident of the straggling hamlet on the 
banks of the Misdssippi. Having deter- 
mined to master the printer's trade, he 
entered the oiBceof the Ri puhh'ean and con- 
tinued there until 1861, when the dark clouds 
of war began to skirt the hotiion. Private 
enterprise was crippled and so abandoned is» 
a time. He responded x-y the call for 79,000 
men, and became a member of the La Oroflne 
Light Guard, which was attached to the Iron 
Brigade of the West; his regiment belonged 
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to the oW First Corps of the Army of the 
Potomac. He participated in the battle of 
Blackburn's Ford, and afterwards in the tirst 
bftttlfl of BdU BaDj be ww in muj aldrm- 
iiliM fully as dangeroiiB to life and limb aa a 
battle. He was also at Fredericksburg; was 
in Bumside's march in January, 1863; took 
part in the battle at Ciiaiicellorsville; was in 
the battle at Kappabannoek Btation and 
Wbite Sulphur Springs, and later waa at 
Gettyabn^) where he was taken prisoner, 
fie was taken with others to Richmond, 
thence to Belle isle, where be was held two 
montfaa before he waa paroled. It waa then 
eight montha befine he waa ezehangcd, and 
after this event he rejoined his command at 
Cold Harbor. He waf? honorably discharged 
June 30, 1864, having served hts country 
faithfallj and gallantly for three yeara and 
two and a half montha. While a priaoner he 
an&red all the agonies of the military captive, 
and while in field service lie had ii siiustroke 
from which he has never recovered. On 
account of this he was confined in the hos- 
pital which waa iraproviaed in the Eighth 
Street Methodist Episcopal Ohnr^, Waah- 
ington, District of Columbia. 

After the declaration of peace he returned 
to his printing-press in La Crosse, and followed 
thia vocation nntil twenty yeara liad paaaed 
away; then on account of close confinement 
abandone<l tliia work, and since that time 
has been in tlie employ o£ the La Crosse Gas- 
Light Company. 

Ur. Pitkin waa married Joly 24, 1864, to 
Xiaa Marie Loniae BogerB,daiighter of Joshua 
H. and Jane Rogers, of La Crosse, and of 
this union three children have been horn: 
Arthur J. is in the employ of the United 
Stalea Sehool Furniture Oompany, of ObU 
cage; he married Miea Uary L. Beed; Louia 
Harvey is with the firm of Cargill Brothers, 
at Spring Valley, Minneaota; Louiae R. ia i 



the third child. The parents are members of 
the Congregational Church. Mr. Pitkin is a 
Mason, being Tyler of the Blue Lodge, Guard 
of the Chapter, and Sentind of the Com. 
mandery. He ia a member of the Wilaon 
Colwell Post, G. A. R In politics be is a 
Republican, and an ardent mipporter of the 
principles of that party, lu all the walks of 
lifa he haa borne himaelf with great oredit 
and honor, and he and hia wife hare the 
highest esteem of the oommunity in which 
they live. 

-^^^•^-^-^^^^ ■ 

tOFlS WEN SOLE, commercial traveler 
for the firm of Calm, Wampold & Co., 
Chicago, was born in iS'orway, August 2, 
1849, and ia a son of Simon and Bandine 
Wensole, natives of the same country. The 
father emigrated with his family from Nor- 
way in 1867, and after his arrival in the 
United Slates proceeded to Wisconsin, set- 
tling atStevenatown» La Cbwee county ; thence 
he went to West Salem, and in two yeara be 
came to North La CroEse; he next removed 
to Minneapolis, where he carried on a ehoe- 
shop for ten or twelve years; he afterward 
returned to Stevenatown, and a^n came to 
La Croaae; he ia a aupetior workman and 
ranks among the beat. Before coming to 
America he was engaged at the same trade, 
and had a shop at Lillo-Uammer. He and his 
wife arc members of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Ohureh. They are people of much force of 
cli itu For, and have roared their children to 
lives of industry and honor. They have a 
family of nine: Christian, the oldest eon, 
served h'm king five years, and during^ that 
time received injuries from which be never 
leooverad; be died in 1872, at the age of 
twenty -eight yearp; .Jolin died in r'lihihood; 
Sarah is the wife of Ole Frederickson, and 
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the mother of five children; lx)uie is the sub- 
ject of this Qotice; John is a resident of 
MinneapoIiB, and uMried MiM Mary JeDBen; 
fieriha; Ole, deceased; Otto, who alio died 
at the age of twenty-eight yeanj, was a printer 
by trade; he marrietl Miss Tillie Jensen, who 
died in 1889; Julia is the wife of Andrew 
JohDwni} and the mother of ooe child. 

Loais Wentole aeqnired as edocation in 
bit native land, and came to America in 
An^nst. 18r>H; during the eiiinmcr he worked 
with his father in tlje shoe stiop, l>ut in the 
winter he availed himulf of the opportanitj 
of oontinning hia studiei in the common 
schools of this conntrj ; lit> worked for his 
hoard witli Abraham Truett, but in the 
spring lie went down the river to Daven- 
port, Iowa, where he ivaa employed aa a 
derk in a hotel. When he had aaved' a little 
monej he inveated in a email Btock of tio 
tions; tliie was a profitable investnu'iit. and 
as soon m he had $100 saved up he came 
back to La Crosse to visit his parents. While 
here he was taken ill, and lay aick for two 
months; npon his recovery he secured a posi- 
tion as clerk in the str.rf' of -Tohn I-. (^niti 
of West Salera, remaining there three and 
a Imlf years. He was next engaged in the 
same capacity with Hons Anderson in La 
Crosse for three ani! a half years, and it was 
durinjr this period that he (^aiiietl hip experi- 
ence in businoKS from an Anicriuau stand- 
point; he next took a position as clerk in the 
Boston One Prioe Clothing House at Minne- 
apolis, bnt in eighteen months retaraed to La 
Crosse. 

Mr. "Wensole was marrietl December 28, 
1876, to Miss Clara A. Simenson, a daughter 
of Ole Simenson, deoeaaed; her mother, 
whose maiden name was Aima Jorginnio, is 
Still living, a ret^ident <-f I,a CrosHe; Matilda, 
the wife (.f < »le f^arson and Mrs. Wensoleare 
the only surviving children. 



In Jniie, 1>I>1, Mr. WeriBoh- started out 
as a traveling salesman for tiic hrm of S. 
Mann Anatriao, Wise & Co., of Cleveland, 
Ohio, with whom he remained nine years; 
the first six years he received a .^alar?, and 
the last three years he had an interest 
in the business. The firm removed to 
Cbicafi^ and at the end of three yeara 
dissolved partnership. Sinee that time Hr. 
Wensoie lias lx»en with his present firm, 
which is one of the oldest and most promi- 
nent in this line of business. He has t>eeu 
very stteeessfal, and has made an enviable reo- 
OTd in eommwwial eirelea. Aa ai citizen he 
is above reproach, is genial and companion- 
ahlo. and is in evory way Worthy of the OOD- 
tidenc« rej)osed in hira. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wensole are the parenta 
of four children: Stewart Monroe, Oscar 
Alfelt, Louis Howard Robin and Lucretia 
Antonia. The parents are members of the 
Norwegian Lntheran Church, and Mr. Wen- 
sole belongs also to the Masonic order, being 
a member of the Blue Lodge, Chapter and 
Commandry. Folitically he affiliates witii 
the Democratic party, hut takes no active 
interest iu the tnovements of that body. 

H^ t - Hfl i 

fAPTAIN ALLEN M. SHORT, of one 
of the Mississippi river steamers, was 
born in Carroll county, Itlinoia, in 
1847, and is a aon of Ira and Eliza (Higgina) 

Short. The father was born in l^oga connty, 
Xew York, in 1803, and the mother in Tren 
ton county, New Jersey, in 1814. They 
were married in the State of New Toi^ 
in 1829, and reared a family of nine diildren, 
all of whom are living at the present time. 
Tiicr reTTiove'l to Carroll eomity, Illinois, in 
making the entire journey by ox-team 
in true pioneer style. There they rssided 
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aiany Ttiirs. ]u\ed and respected by all the 
»ett!ers. In 18114 Mr. Short started to Cali- 
fornia with a valuable team, but as he was 
Dcver heard from afterward it is supposed 
that he wu murdered for hia team and 
the money be had with him. lira. Short 
(lit'd in 1SS4, awl Povcntv yeHrfl. Fonr of 
the suus of this family served with distioc- 
tion during the civil war. 

Allen M. Short attended the ooromon 
Bchoola of his country until he was thirteen 
years of age, when he was thro^vn npnn liis 
own H'spnni^ilHlit ies, and l>egan the battle of 
lile for himi»eU'. The lirbt work he did was 
on a farm, and he remained there two years, 
at the end of which tine he enli«ted in the 
One IIiHKired uii'l Forty eeventh Illinois Vol- 
unteer Infantry; he was ^ent direct from 
camp to Georgia, and joined General Sher- 
man^a army on its nareh to the eea, taking 
part in all the engagementB of the march, 
and returning through Geor;,'ia. IHs regiment 
was retained in the service until January 20, 
18C0, when they were mustered out at Savan- 
nah, reoei?in£ their discharge and pay Feb- 
rnary 7, 1866. 

When peace was declared, and he was loft 
free to follow his own inelinatifni?, Mr. Short 
secured employment on the steamer Jfearl, 
and continued on that hoat nntil he became 
pilot and master. In 1866 be bongbt an in- 
terest in tin I ' il l, and has owned an interest 
in other vessels ^ince tliat date. in 1^72 he 
connected liimself with the DavidtKJU Lumber 
Company, and has been in their employ cou- 
tinnoasly since tint time, a testimonial to 
his faithful and efficient service. 

Mr. Short was united in rnarriuL^e, in 1ST2, 
at f>a (Jrosse, to Misis Nellie Uongdon, u 
daughter of 6. & and Diana (Fleming) Cong- 
don, nadves of New York and Ohio respect- 
ively. They were married in Ohio in 1^4S, 
and are living in La Crosse. Iliey have 



reared a family of seven children. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Short have liuen bom two children: 
Clinton L. and Gracie Fleming. The fannly 
belong to the J3aptist Churcli. Mr. Short is 
a member of the O. A. B. of La Crosse. 

Clinton L. Short was clerk of the boat <^ 
which his father ia master in tlie season of 
1891 and 1^92. He nspires td the position 
of captain, and will doubtless attain it in tlie 
oonree of a short time. \ 

MrB. Short is of Ameriean taoestry for 
several generations, her great-great-grand- 
parents coming over in the Mayflower. Iler 
great-gmndfatlier, Teter Fleming, served 
eight years in the Rerolntionary war, and 
was married in Bedstone Fort, on the bank 
of the Ohio river, near Wheeling, West Vir- 
ginia, by Hev. J. r>. Finley, a Presbyterian 
clergyman. W. F, Fleming, her grandfather, 
was bom in 1791, a short distance from the 
fort, and was called lor servieo during the 
war of ISl^-^lA, but peac« was declared be- 
fore liis company was called into action, lie 
was married the same year to Eleanor Collins, 
a native of the eastern shore of Maryland, 
who emigrated, with others, to Ohio when 
sixteen years old. They endured the hard- 
sliips of a frontier life, rearing a family of 
ten children, of whom the youngest was If rs. 
Short's mother. 

J. POLLAKD, the gentlemanly and 
accommodating passenger conductor 
* on the Chicago, Burlington A North- 
ern ilailroad, with residence at La Orosse, 
Wiseori>In, was born in Morgan comity. Illi- 
nois, in 1844, a sou of William H. and 
Lacretia (G ray) Pollard, natives of Vermont, 
who removed to Illinois in 1840, and for 
many years resided on a farm in Morgan 
county. The father is now residing at Book 




Digitized by Google 



IM 



BIWBAPBIOAL EISTOBT. 



Island, IllinoiB, a|;od ciglitjr yearB, but since 
1891 has l>een a widower, his wife dying iu 
lier cevwitieEh yeu*. Tbejr mrs the pannto 
of five MMM and two dsnf^tiein. JB. J. Pol> 
lard was educated in the pnblic schools of 
Morrison, Illinois, and at the age of eightpen 
jears he started out to make bis own waj iu 
tiie world, and for <me year worked aa a farm 
band. The next year he deilced in a dry- 
goods and clothing store, which position he 
retained until the fall of 1864. when ho en- 
listed in the One Hundred and Fortieth 
Regiment of lUinoiB Infantry — * one hun- 
dred-day regiment— and waa in the aerviee 
for five months before being mnatered out. 
He immediately re-enlisted for one year, but 
was in the serrice fourteen months before 
receiving hit) discbarge. He was on the staff 
of General Jndy, and waa the one who carried 
the news of the aaMweination of President 
Lincoln to the army. After General Judy's 
resignation he was assigned to the staff of 
Qeneral Wilson, with whom he remained 
until hit term of aerviee had expired. His 
firat work after leaving the army was as a 
derk in the hotel at Morrison, Illinois, where 
hfi wap employed about one year. Ho then 
weut tu work lor the Chicago and Nortb- 
weatem Bailroad, firat aa brakeman, hdng 
promoted one year later to tlie poaition of 
conductor. He remained in the employ of 
tlmt road until 1^61), «'hen he went to Tlock 
island to work in the construction depot of 
the Rock bland and St. Lonia Bulroad aa 
eondnetort and «t the end of eix months 
began traveling for the road as advertising 
agent. Following this he was conductor for 
two years on the Bock Island and Pacific 
Railroad ; but in 1880 went to Chicago, and 
for one year waa in the employ of the Street 
Railway Company. In 1881 he went to work 
in the constrnetiun department of the Chi- 
cago, Borlington and Northern Railroad, 



upon the Omaha division of that road, and 
upon the completion of that branch he ran a 
train over the road for aboot aix yean. 
When the river brandi of the Bnrlingtonand 

Northern Railroad was built he was trans- 
ferred to the constrnction department of that 
branch, and when it was completed was given 
a train on tiiat diviaion, wUch position he 
atiU retaina. He ia an old and experieneed 
railroad man, and has alwayn shown himself 
to be competent, nn ! liu^ given good satis- 
faction in the ditlereiit positions he has held. 
He ia a member of the Knights of Pythias 
of Freeport, Hlinoia. He waa married 
Kovember 29, 1682, to Miaa Mary McOor- 
mack, whose parents are James and Anna 
McCormack, of Kane county, Illinois. Mrs. 
Pollard is an amiable and intelligent lady, 
and ia a member of the Oatholie Ohnreh. 

fUSTAV CARL, wine dealer, La Crotse 
— In this age of groae and alnoat nni' 
versa! adnlteration, it ia a pleaanre to 

be able to refer to those reliable houses where 
the public are asBnred of obtaining only the 
purest and best goods. Of such is the re- 
sponsible eatabltdiment of Qnatav Oari, wine 
daaler of Ia Oroaaew This gentleman was 
born December 23, 1836, in Saxony, Ger- 
many, of which country his parents, Adam 
and Laura (Smith) Oarl, were also natives. 
In the year 1864 die ihmily uSkA for Amer- 
iea, and after an tfoaan voyage of idx weeks 
landed in New York city, on July 2. The 
family remained in that city about two years, 
and the father followed the trade of a book- 
binder. He died in Milwaukee when fifty- 
nine years of agis^ but the mother ia attU 
living and ia seventy-nine years of ag^. 
Both [);irent« were Freethinkert^ in their re- 
ligious views. Of the nine children born to 
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this anion six died in infancy, and were buried 
in GeniMny. From tiie three liring obildren 
HrB. Carl hu twenty-Mven grendohildreo 

end riz gmt-grandchildren. She still pos- 
Besses great power both of body and mind, 
and is well preserved for her years. One of 
her ohildreo, Emelie, residea in Milwaukee, is 
the viie of Geovge Schreder, end the mother 
of thirteen children. Gustar is next in 
order of birth, and then Adolpb, who died 
in 1889, at tiie age of forty-two years. The 
latter was a r^ular in the United States 
Armj for five jeara, and then in the navj for 
two and a half years, daring the civil war. 
He married a lady in Canada and became the 
father of five children, two deceased. On 
ouming to America Gu6tav Carl worked in a 
book-bindery with hia fadier for a year, bnt 
was taken aiek, and went to St Louis, where 
he worked on a farm for a year, without 
compenBation, his employer being worth 
nothing. However, he was restored to health 
by his ont-door employment, and after ra- 
eeiring remittaneee fhim home he went to 
Chicago in search of work at his trade, book- 
bindinf*. Not being successful In tiiis, he 
went on a farm sixteeu miles from Chicago, 
and worked three months at $13 per month. 
Ho then paid np hit indebtednoM, and with 
the remainder went to Milwaukee, where he 
again tried to find work as a bookbinder. 
Failing again, he engaged for fifty cents a day 
as a wuter in a hotel, and there eontinued 
for two months. He was then coaxed away 
by a boarder, and served as bartender in his 
pliiee at f 30 a niontli. Tie remained there 
about fourteen months, then, in 1857, re- 
taraed to New York on a visit to his parents, 
and at the same time was a delegate fh»m 
the Bundes Turner's Society of Milwaiika? to 
attend tho Rii-iden Fi'titival of New York. 
From there the whole familv moved to Chi- 
cago, rented a farm sixteen miles west of that 



city, and there tilled the soil. They worked 
hard, bnt oould not make a living, prodnoe 
being so eheapi, potatoes selling for ten cents 

a bushel. Qustav then went to Milwaukee 
and becAtno bartender at the name place for 
the same man, sending his means to his 
parents. IJe i-emained there seven months 
and then became bartender for John S. 
BeekertatXiS Crosse, AViconsin, in 1860. His 
former employer failed, and Mr. Carl took 
his pay in an imported Swiss cheese that he 
brought to La Crosse as his stock in trade, 
his entire capital. He worked for one year 
as clerk in a grocery store at $16 a month 
and board. About this time John S. Becker 
burned out, and the Btock ho saved he let 
our subject have to go up to Winona and 
start a saloon, the latter taking in partnership 
John Fox. On Juno 2, 1861, they started 
that saloon, and on the -tth of July the whole 
city (135 buildings) was tleetroyod in two 
hours, the saloon with the re.st. They owed 
$1,100 on tbis» and they returned to La 
Crosse withuot even a Swiss cheese. They 
were helped by friends to start another sa* 
loon, and Mr. Fo.k, being a stone mason, 
worked at his trade while our subject at- 
tended the bar. Mr. Becker, sympathizing 
with their condition, made them a present 
of fSOO, and they then had bnt $800 of the 
$1,1<)0 to pay. Tliey soon paid off all tlieir 
indebtedness, and were even with the world. 
Mr. Carl purchased property, bnilt the atone 
house in whieh he now resides at 517 and 519 
South Third street, and on January 24, 1864, 
he married ^^^ss Bertha Herz1>er(r, whose 
parents were from Germany, the mother dy- 
ing there when Mrs. Carl was but three years 
of age. The finther was Ernst Henberg. 
After this Mr, Carl was in the saloon busi- 
ness with Mr. Fo.v for i^even y^^r9^, when they 
dissolved partnership, and .Mr. Carl started in 
the taauutauture of soda and mineral waters. 
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This businefls he sold oat in April, 1891, 

and Bince then he baa been deiiling in Cali- 
fuinia and in)|iorttil witiO'. To bis marriagn 
hitve been hurii live cltiltlren: Gudtavue, now 
working at Ashland; Bertha, wife of Carl 
Lebrkind, resides in Ashland and is the 
rootlier of om- (ihild, Thekia; Oecar, married 
tu Supaii Tiiolon mill reeidee in La Crosse; be 
runs tbeCit) Steiiin Laundry, wbi<*h if doing 
a very succeHtiful busioess; and Ali)ort A., a 
pupil of the public schools. Jlr. Carl is a 
member of the 1. O. O. F., the W., the 
German ia Society and for one year w is presi- 
dent of* tbo Liedcrkraii'/C Sin^inp Society. 
Mr. Carl held the position of City Treasurer 
for two jears, was also Alderman, and Super- 
visor, and has held other prominent posi- 
tions. During the war he was an ardent 
riepuMican, lie is a self-made man, and 
wliat lib hat> accomplished in the way of this 
world's goods has been the result of his own 
energy ftnd good management. 

On September 36, 1881, Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl stwrted to Gcrmanv, and wjient four 
mooths visiting friends in their native land. 



t^I.mON CLAI{K. whobasl)cen for many 
years a resident of Wiscousiii, is a New 
Ywker by birth, having first seen the 
light of day in the Empire State in 1821. 
His parents, Adin and ^[ehitta(Palmer) Clark, 
v^-ere also imtivop of Otsego conntv, New 
1 ork, and in early life removed to Chau- 
tanqna eonnty. New York, where tb^ reared 
a family of nine children and passed the 
remainder of their lives. Albion Olark was 
the si.Ktb of the family, and the only member 
who ever came to the Wost. The opportuni- 
ties of the frontier, however, teemed so much 
f^reater than in those sections where progress 
had made longer strides, that he determined 



to take the oonseqnenoes of the venture, and 
in 1854 went to Iowa and spent one season 

in ppn?)ons»e county. He was enfjnrftMj in 
the construction of a mill, his trade being 
that of a millwright; then he worked one tea- 
son at Fort Hsdison on a sawmill, and in 
185G he came to La Crosse. The first em- ' 
ployuient lu; liiul here was witli the firm of 
White, Dyer Gregory, and the next was 
with. Crosby Hickson. In the year 1859 
he began work for Captain P. 6. Davidson & 
Co., and was with that firm continuonfly 
until lf<ni, when he resiu;ned his position to 
make a trip to Oregon and California. 

Mr. Clark \vat> married in 1844, in Chau- 
tauqua county, New York, to. Miss Betsey 
Chase, a daughter of Christopher and SatUe 
(Stroight) Chase, who lived and died in Chau- 
tanqna county, New York To ^fr. and .Mrs. 
Clark have been boru six children: Lorisa was 
first married to Arthur Boardmant who died 
in San Jose, (^lifomiat having gone there 
in quest of health; their three children are 
also deceased; rIjc was married a second time, 
in 1883, to Judge R. A. Odell, of Treui- 
pealean eoQuty, Wisooasin; Adin Clark, now 
a resident of Minnesota, married ftooe Story, 
aii<l tliey have five children, three daughters 
and tu-o »<m»- Iliitio nnirried Nathaniel 
Green, who was accidentally killefl on a 
steamboat; they had two sons boru to them ; 
Mrs. Green was married again to Franeia 
Garner, of La Crosse, m\'\ of this union one 
daughter was born; Mr. Garner died in 
February, 1892; Frank Clark, the fourth of 
the family, died at tlie age of two years; Ella, 
one of the twins, whose mate died in infancy, 
is the wife of Walter Gamer, of La Crosae; 
lio is the purchasing agent of Pullman 
' Falace Car Company, of Chicago; tiny are 
the parcnbi of three children, one son and two 
daughters. 

Mr. Clark afliliates with the Repnblican 
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piirty, atu) is a standi supporter of the priuoi- 
pl«ft of thftt body. H« ift a man of striet 
integrity, and on all qaestions ha« poawMad 
tha conrtge of hia oonvictloM, 

W. PETTI BONE, lumber merchant, 

\, Ln fVossc. — In the varioop enterprises 
' that have made La Crofise one of the 
commercial centers of the country, the lumber 
trade haa always lield an important place, 
employing large capital in itt eondnct, and 
giving to cognnto irnlustrief: a decided inj- 
pctns by the energy and ability dieplaywl in 
its development. In every department the 
ettterpri«e eharacteristie of its leading ex- 
ponentH has lieen abundantly shown, and the 
flonrishino; cluirjicttr of their establislnnonta 
amply demonftrates th»» vifjoroiis grasp with 
which they have seized and held the trade in 
thia giganti'e national industry. Among 
thuee actively engaged in this bneiness ia Mr. 
A. W. Pettibone, who is one of the leading 
business men nf tlip citv. hnvint? been en- 
gaged in the lutniter and log business here 
for many yean. He was bom in Benning- 
ton eonnty, Vermont, April 88, 1827, and is 
the son of John S. and Laura (Grave) Petti- 
bone, natives also of tlic Tfreen Mountain 
State. A. W. Pettii)otje came to La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, in 1854, engaged at once in the 
*mannfaetnre of Inmber, and here conttonud 
until 1860. when he moved to Hannibal, 
^Ii>-.Mni, wlierc he resided until 1**H4. lie 
then returned to La Crosse and has been a 
much esteemed resident of this city ever 
ainoe. He has been president of the Han- 
nibal Sawmill Company of Missouri since its 
organization in ISSO. It employs nbmit l.jCt 
0[x'ratives and is one of tiie most extensive 
mills in that part of the State, lie is lUso 
intorasted in another mill located at Quincy, 



IlUnoie, and still another at Merrill, Widcou- 
sin. Mr. Pettibono was married in hia native 
State iti 1865, to Hiss Cordelia Wilson, 

daughter of Isaac Wilson^ of Vermont, and 
the fruits of this nnion were three living 
children: Wilson, residing at Flannibal, Mis- 
souri, and in charge of the milling interests 
of that locality; he married Miss Laura Jonea, 
of Missouri; Anna, at Imine, and A. W., 
Jr., who is nii'.v in tlu- jiiniur class in Yale 
College. Mr. Tettibone takes very little in- 
terest in politics, but acts with the Demo- 
I cratic party. In the spring of 1862 he was 
i electe«l Mayor of La Crosse, was re-elected 
j in l^flB, and agiiin in l^Hi. This was during 

I the troiiblesomt' tinu-s of tlic civil war, him) 
t 

the duties of that othce lie di8charge<i lu ua 
eminently satisfactory manner. Hia life haa 
been one of industry and activity, and by his 
lionost. upright dealing' lie has won a host of 
warm friends. He is well ef[nippt»d to suc- 
ceed in whatever he is likely to undertake. 
He and Mrs. Pottibone are among the meat 
worthy and respected citiaena of La Oroesei. 




TER 8CHINTJEN, ioe and wood 

\ dealer of La Crosse. — In reviewing the 
various en terpri-Hos t'lnt Iiavo eontributetl 
toward making La Crosse the commercial cen- 
tre that it now is, it is interesting to note 
tlie advance made in each indnstry, and among 
those demanding business ability of a high 
order is that in which Mr. Schintjen is en- 
gaged, lie was born in Luxemburg, Ger- 
many, May 2, lh2U, to Michael and Lucy 
(Schaff) Schintjen, being the yonngest and 
the only one of their live children now living 
in America. The father died in 1845, ;it the 
jige of si.xty-four years, his wife having died 
a year earlier, when about tifty-three years of 
age, both of whom were earnest members of 
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the Ottholio Obnroh at flie time of their deeth. 

In 1854 Peter Schintjen determined to seek a 
liome for hiinsclf in Ainerica, Ms iittentioii 
up to this time haviiix beeu principally de- 
voted to tilling the soil. He first placed 
bis foot on Amerieen soil in tlie of New 
York, but at the end of one week he went to 
Gftloiiii. Illinois, and two weeks later to St. 
Paul, Minneeota, where he remained one 
jear. In 1854 he purchaBed suiiie real estate 
in Ia Cmmso, end on the beeuttfnl bnilding 
■pot where his residenee now etands only two 
houses conld be seen. While in St. Paul 
he was in the hotel business, but at the end of 
one year lie sold out and returned to Europe 
for hie bride, Miie Lncj Keeper, whom be 
married on the 6th of Haxeh« 1866. Their 
bridal tonr was across the ocean to tlii.^ conn- 
try, tlie voyage occupying twenty two days 
from the 9th of April. They came in the 
Frendi vevael, the Delta, were delayed bj 
•torme and were eompelled to pat np at the 
Azores Islands for forty-eight hours for re- 
pairs. Upon their arrival in this country 
they came straight tu La Crosse, which city 
they reached on the 4th of Kay. Aftw 
farming for five years Mr. Schintjen operated 
a mill for one year, and ninco tluit time has re- 
sided in La Crosse. IIo has followed the va- 
rious occupations of a grooar, miller and ice 
deeler for tin past thirty years, and has been 
deservedly Sttecesafbl. He possesses the char- 
acteristics of the German people — Is indns- 
trious, thrifty and lionest, and has proven 
himself a good financier. Ue has served in 
the eapacity of City Alderman for five years 
and has diseharged hie dnties in a manner 
highly satisfactory to all concerned, as is evi- 
denced by his coiitinnons re election. His 
home liHs been bleti6«d in the birth of six chil- 
dren: Mary; Susan, wife of L. I^imers, Lucy 
being the only child of this eoaple; Sophia, 
who died at the age of eleven years; Leona, 



who died when eight years of age; Philli- 

poena and Bertlia. Mr. Schintjen and his 
family are members of the Catholic Chiircli, 
and in politic:^ lie is a Democrat. Hy his 
Straightforward buBiness methods he lia<i won 
the esteem of the public in general and Ie 
a substantial factor among the business men 
of La Cros.sc. IIo Las laid aside hit* busi- 
netiB cares and is now living a retired life 
in iuH pleasant home oo South Third street, 
kiiijuyuig the competsmee earned in his active 
business career. 

HEO. MAKNSTBDT.— The nndertak. 

ing business is of thentmost importance 
*■ ?''Ciety, and every consideration ^wr- 
gests that its'rcpresentatives shall be rt'lialile, 
sympatiietic and experienced. An old estab- 
Ushwt and popolar honse is that of Theo. 
Mannstedt, which was fonnded in 1881. The 
store is well equipped and fully stocked with 
coffins, caskets, trimming, shrouds and other 
burial goods of the handsomest kind, and he 
is so sitnatad as to furnish everything neesa- 
sary for the plainest or most imposing fu- 
nerals. He is prompt in meeting his engage- 
ments, performs his dutien with accuracy 
and propriety, and can always be relied upon 
in aU matters relating to the last rites ^ 
bnrial. His establishment is tlie most ex- 
tensive and oldest in La Crosse, and as an 
honoral)le hiifiness man he has secured a large 
patronage by honestly deserving it. He was 
born in Germany, May 5, 1850, to Philip 
and Emily (Feieher) Hannstedt, and in 1870 
came with them to America, first settling 
in Dubuque, Iowa. In 1878 Tlieo. Mann- 
steilt came to La Crosse and succeeded in 
obtaining a position with the La Crosse 
Carriage Company, witb which he remaned 
for thrse years, at the end of which time he 
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bemn« the proprietor of his preBeat estab- 

lishineiit. The buildiiii; i.-* two stories In 
!i»M«^!it, ndx'JM fi'ft. hikI he and liis fmnilv 
live on the second tloor. lie learned the art 
of CMvlage-triiniiiiiig in native land, and 
at the of nineteen years was bo expert 
at his trade that he waH made foreman of 
fort}' three Mien in the emj>loyof Krcd Stein- 
metz, wlio did work fur the Eiitperur and 
Prinees of Germany. Mr. HanuBtedt was 
married in 1879 to Mios Elisabeth Joseph, of 
Dnbuqiie, one of fnur snrvivinfj memherH of 
a family of »ix children horn to John B. and 
Mary Josepli, who catne from CTermany and 
have been honored and respected reBidents of 
Dabnqne for the past forty years. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Mannstedt three children have heen 
h.»i ii: (iti^tavc, \v\\n died at the age of three 
ycHrs and one month in 1888; Lizzie, who 
died iu lbS8 when four years and six 
months old, and Arthur, a bright and promis- 
ing boy of six years. Mr. and Mrt*. Mann- 
«tedt are menihcrs in good standing of the 
Episcopal Churcii of La TroF^p, niid in his 
political views he is a Democrat, lie has 
been a member of the Third Ward Aid So- 
ciety, and is the present competent Oomp< 
troUer of the Second District. He has made 
his own way in life, and his iuccess is in a 
greater measure due to tact and natural kind- 
ness of heart than to Inck. Bis father is 
still residing in Dnhnque, Iowa, and the 10th 
of November, 1891, reached the advanced 
age of seventy-nine years. His wife died of 
paralysis in 1881, at iLo a^^e of tifty-eight 
years. Of thirteen children bora to them six 
are living, of whom the subject of this 
alietch is the second. 




ILLIAMH. LEWIS, master meehan< 

ic on the Chicajfo, Burlinoton and 
Northern liailroad, is a native of the 
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Empire State, born in Onondaga county, Octo- 
her IH, IS-lo, and ih of Welsh and English 
descent, liis |irircnt8. George and Mary 
(French) Ia^wis, being natives of tho^e coua> 
tries rCBpectirely. They were married at 
Sarastabie, Devonehire, England, and croased 
the ocean to the United States in tlie early 
part of tlii^ century. The father whs a rail- 
road man, was one of the old conductors on 
the New Yoric Central for many years, was 
also in tlie service of the Delaware and 
Western, hut subsequently returned to the 
New Vork Central and reiiiaitu d \u tlitir em- 
ploy until he retired. He and wife are l»oth 
deceased, the former dying in ll^TG, at tlie 
age of sixty nine, an«l the latter in 1865, at 
the age of Ulty four. Their family consisted 
of four sons and three dautrhters, William 
H. being the sixth in order of birth. The 
latter secured a good practical education in 
the pnblic schools of New Vork, and ia a 
natural nu'chanic, learning his trade with 
tlie New York (^etitrul. In response to Mr. 
Lincoln's call for 76,0(K> men, Mr. Lewis 
enlisted in April, 1861. and by general order 
of the War Department was disrharged, 
October 24 of tlie same year, he being less 

than Pixtrnn years of age. He stood the ser- 
viri< rt'tnarkalily well, and during t!)nt time 
his growth was marvelous. When he en- 
listed he meaanred live feet, five and a half 
inches, and when he was discharged his 
heiglit was live feet, eleven and a half inches. 
From 1862 until 18f54 h<> was in the finploy 
of the United States Government and worked 
in the Brooklyn Navy Yard. In the latter 
year be came West and entered the service 
of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Rail- 
road as machinist and located at Qnincy. Illi- 
Duis. A year later he engaged with the 
Hannibal and St. Joseph Sailroad, as loco- 
motive engineer, remaining in their employ 
' nntil 187B, when be received the appoint- 
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meiit of master iceclianic of the Northern 
Ficifie Bulroftd. He filled that position, 
rendering wtisfnetorj aerrioe, for over five 
yeere. 

In Jannnrj, 1878, when lie severed \\U con 
nection with the Northern Facitic ttailroad, 
he applied to President Ua^'ee for a Goveru- 
tnent poeition, m Chief of the Steamboat 
Inspection Servioeof the CJnite<l States. Ilia 
fipphVatiotv was supported liy the following 
eiHioriSemuiits. wln'di Hpt-ak fur tlieTuselves. 
On the bacis uf a letter sent to General Sheri- 
dant thii high teetimonisi was written: 

IiB4.1>Q1TABTKR.S MiLITAKY DiVIHIoN, MiaSOtrRT. 

Thk A . >, Deoember 22^ 1877. 
KespectfoUj returned: 
I have uo heritam'7 in endorsini; on the 

within paper my liigli nppreriatinn of tlie 
ability of Mr, Lewia ae a jnaeter tneclianie, 
and my confidence in his skill and industry 
to meet nml curry ont any work which per- 
tains to his line of busioess that tnay be en- 
tmsted to him. P. H. SaisstnAn, 

LieuttnatU-Qantral (TnU«d State* Anny. 
From Alf. H. Terry: 

St. Pati,, Minnksota, January 25, 1878. 
To all whmn if may c<>n<^frn: 

I liuve kiiuwu WiUium II. Lewis, Eeq., lor 
eome years paHt, as tiie head of the inerliani- 
cal dc|iartiiieiit of the Northnrn Pneiiic Rail- 
road, and 1 t»il<e great pleaaiire in commend- 
ing him as a gentleman of nuusual skill in 
his profesHion. nf hi;;h charnrtrr and ability, 
atul uf periional qualities which cotnuiaud the 
retinect and good will of all his acquaintances 
anu asgoi-iates. Full conHdcnne rnnv l)e ^iven 
to any representationa which Mr. Lewis may 
make. Ai.mn H. Tebrt, 

BrigadUr G entrnl United State* Army, 

WaBHINOTOH, DmTKKT ok Cor.irMUIA, 

l obruary 21, 187S. 

iteooni mended : 

W. T. Sherman, General. 

Atnon^j otluT prominent men who en- 
dorsed his a[)pli('ation were William Windoin, 
General La Due, Commissioner of Agri- 



culture, and Alexander liamsey, ex-Secretary 
of War. 

Mr. Lewis mtt enttted the serviee of the 

Kansas Pacific, in charge of the aeoond divi> 
sion west of Kansas City. He remained 



there four 



years, 



and in 1882 waa 



ap- 



pointed maater mechanic of the Oregon Short 
Line, with which he remained two years. He 
left them to accept tlic position of master 
ineehanic of the Nickel Plate, the shops being 
located in Chicago. Five year» later be re- 
ceived the appointment to hia present posi- 
tion, November 1, 1888« and has filled this 
ever since. 

Mr. Lewis had but few uf the advantages to 
which systematic schooling is conducive until 
late in youth. He is well informed and 
cspcially so in all matters that pertain to hia 
line of work. He is master meohanic in all 
that the words iritply. 

He waf married July 10, 1870, to Miss 
Anna A., daughter of Wilbur Baldwin of 
Al niira, Missouri. Four children have blessed 
this union: T. E. Jr., a locomotive fireman 
on the Chiaigo, Hurlington fttrd Northern 
Railroad; Eddie, who died when a year and a 
half old; Kthe and Arcliie W. Mrs. Lewis 
was a member .of the Episcopal Ohureh, and 
her death occarred at Knglowood, Illinois, 
JanuHry 14, 1S80. Mr. Lewis is a member of 
the 1. b. (). F. and tlic ii. A. R. fie has 
been very fortunate in his business, was never 
diechar^d, never hunted for work, and his 
positions came to him on account of his 
special fitness. lie never worked for a cor- 
poration hut that he left tlieni on good terms, 
and with the as.su ranee tliat he could return 
to his position if he so desired. He is ood- 
< nected with the Amoriean Association of 
Master ^feehanic8 and Master Car Bnildcrs. 
He is first vice prei»ident of the Western 
Railroad Club, of Chicago; also a member of 
the Northwestern (Jlnb of St. Paul, and hae 
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always taken an aetive interest in whatever 

jjertains to the best interests of the sereral 
organiziitiona of which lie is n inenihcr. llo 
has furniehtid several papers on inecliaiiicAi 
snbjecti and fAhmc topics of interest. He is 
a eommittee member in the association of 
master mcchanicn. He is on two important 
qneations in two fliffi n'nt committees of the 
Car Hiiildere' Association, viz.: "Un stoam 
heating, lighting and ventilation of pass;.nger 
ooachos/* and on '* eompouDd locomotives." 
The^e ai-e (]ne6tions of vital importance, and 
are of n«)t;il.Ie intere-st to the railroad world, 
as it ie a departure from former methods. 
The traveling public are indebted to eucli pro- 
daotions for the safety and comfort that are 
enjoyed in the modern coaches as compared 
to those of former days. In persnnn! np- 
poarnnee, Mr. Lewis is of <:oodIv size, strongly 
built and rububt. He pusaesiteij a vigorous 
intelleot, hie perceptive facnttiee are ever on 
the alert, and being of a jovial, pleasant dis. 
position he is admired and respected by all. 

EORGE STANGL, furniture d.^aler and 
manufacturer of upholstered goods at 
123 North Tliini stret»t, La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, is an Anstrian by birth, in whieh 
eonntry he first saw the li|;ht of day on No- 
vember 20, 1854. II is parents, Frank and 
Barbara (Stadick) StangI, have been i esidents 
of La Crosse Bioce 1872, and are residing at 
1010 State street. The father is a cooper 
by trade and still follows this calling. Oeortre 
Stangl became a resident of this city in 1871, 
and was at first employed in the furniture 
store of Giititert & Schwartz a.s a journeyman 
at painting and liiiifihiug. Alter following 
this calling for abont fonrteen years, he 
started in bnsiiiess for himself, but in a very 
modest way, as his capital was small; but his 



previous experience now stood him in good 

stead, and to his dii>tinguished enterprise, 
energy and skill is largely due the refi>g- 
nized pre einiaence of La Crosse in this iiue. 
He bss one ctf the largest, if not the largest, 
and most comprehensive stock in tlie city, 
including full lines of parlor, library, dining- 
room, hall and bed -room furniture, whicli 
occupies three doors and the basement of his 
store, whldi is 96 x 84 fset. His push and 
energy is most praisewortby. he is prominent 
and respected in the trade, and is well worthy 
the success acliieved. In 1880 Miss Terrissa 
Becker, daughter of Frank Becker, of La 
Crosse, became his wife, and their union hss 
reunited in the birth of the following children : 
Georget Joseph, Gracy, John and Frankie. 
Mr. StangI is a credit to tlie ennini unit}' in 
which he has so long made his home, and in 
bu&iuess relations is as highly respected ai» 
he is widely known. 

fU LIU6 J. BIBS B HEIMER, attorney and 
counselor at law, La Crosse, was bom in 
Lehrensteinsfeld, Kingdom of Wlirtem- 
burg, Germany, Janimry 12. 1839, and is 
the eldest son of Leopold and Fannie (tierz) 
Hirshheimer. The family b«]e farewdl Co 
the Fatherland " May 8, 1850, and landed 
in iS'ew York, Jidy 3. They located at Blairs- 
ville, Pennsylvania, remaining fltere six 
Vearo; iu 1850 they came to La Crosse, where 
the father and mother died, the former 
February 9, 1879, and the latter November 6, 
1885. The paternal grandfather of our sub- 
ject wns a distin^in,>!iei| man in his tin.e, 
hcinu chief rabbi of iiis district. He was a 
line linguist and a profound Hebrew scholar. 
He made sevenl journeys to Jerusalem and 
ended his days in the service of his chareh. 
His widow came to America with her son 
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LeuiKilU, and died in tliU eity id 1858. The 
eon* of the family were Jnlius J., Albert, 

Augnstuft, Henry, Morris and Solomon; tbe 
danghtera, Molinda, Theresa, Emma and 
Bobs. 

JuliuB J. attended the parocbial 6chuol» uf 
Germany, and an aeademy at WeiD8l>erg in 
which lauj^agea and higher branches were 

tan^lit. Upon coining to America he en- 
tered the ptitilie schools of PcTin-jlvanin for 
the purpofc of Hcmjiriiig a ki»owii»dgu uJ the 
English language. When the father came to 
La Oroue he engaged in the Inmber burlDeai. 
Ilia mill wa» burned in the gpring of 1860, 
when he erabarke<1 in the fonnilrj- huiiinesti. 
Hia son Jnlins J. had cliarge of the Woks 
and a general superintendence of the lum- 
bering; intereeta. After the bnrnini; of tbe 
lOtU he went to Brownsville, Minnesota, and 
operated a mill there for a time. In the fall 
of 1800 he went to St. Louii>, Miijt*ouri, and 
thence to Napul^n, Arkanbas, where he 
paaaed the foil and winter of 1860-*dl. In 
the spring of 1861 he went to I4ew Orleans, 
where he made his liome for seven vears. 
After the capture of the city hy ({fnern! But- 
ler, Mr. JLLirdhheimer had charge of one uf 
the dndning maehinet of the dty. Prior to 
theocenpancy of theeity by the Union troops, 
he was impriaoned for refaaing to enter the 
Confederate army. He wwk gereral times 
court-martialed and imprisoned for too loud 
an expression of Union sentiments. In 1863 
he enlisted in the Ninety-aeoond tTnited States 
Colored Infantry, and was made Qaarter- 
master-ScrfTpnnt. TTf was mu6t<?red out of 
service December iil, 18t}5, at New Orleans, 
lie participated in all the campaigne of the 
Army of the Onltl On receiving hia dis- 
charge he returned to his home in New Or- 
leans, and emitarked in tbe mercantile trade. 
Mr. Uirshheimer waa an active factor in 



8ute and local politica; was deeted aa a 
member of the Gonatitutional Convention to 
give the State a new constitntion, made im« 
perative by the reconstruction legislation of 

Congress. It wa^ duritii; this session of the 
convention, wiiich was lieid in the Mecbanicb' 
Inetitnte on Barvone street, that the riot took 
place, when the mob attaclced the convention, 
killing a number of tbe memljers of the con« 
vention, wounding Governor liahn and Dr. 
Doslie, who died of his injuries. Mr. Uirsh- 
heimer was saved from death by the inter- 
vention of a policeman, who waa a Unionist. 
Tbe marked boatility manifested against all 
who had taken an active part in suppressing 
tlie reKi'lIirtn, f>y tlit? liisloynl pojnilntinn ol 
the city, operated against him, compelling 
him to dbpoae of his basiness at a sacrifice, 
selling ottt at the end of two years and com* 
ing to l4i Crosse; he stopped but a short 
tinu". !iow<<ver, and went on to Winona, 
Miuiietota, where he remained from 18()8 to 
l>i7S as clerk in a mercantile establiehmcut. 
In 1878 he retarned to La Creese, and en- 
tered the law oHice of Judge Hugh Cameron, 
Wing & i'rentiss, where he studied law for 
otie ye:ir. In the spring of 1875* he hpfi^ii 
the practice of iiis profession, comluning it 
with insurance and pension work. In addi. 
tion to Ills professional interests, he waa en- 
gaged for a few years in selling hardwood 
logs, 

Mr. Uirshheimer was married Octolier 10, 
1859, to Misa Camelia T. Kenworthy, in the 
city of St. Louis, Missouri. She is a daughter 

of J. S. and M. E. Kenworthy, and was born 
in Haltitnore, Maryland, Jaly 21, 1839, on 
the day of the arrival of her parents in 
America; they were natives of Loudon, Eng- 
1 and. The maternal grandparents had already 
emigratiil td this country, and were resi- 
dents of liidimond, Virginia. Mrs. Uirah- 
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lieiiuer U a lady of good education and rare 
reiineiuent. She iB a member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Cbnrah and an advocate of 
Christian Science. Mr. llir^hheirner and his 
wife liave tio livlnir cliildren. Politicn !y lie 
aftili;iti>ij with thu lifjuililican partv and is 
dtnsplv iutere^ted in iu muveinutiU, allliuugii 
he is not an ofllce-Meker. He has been a 
member of the La Oroete Board of Trade, 
and ie tborongbly lojal to home interests. 

A. ROOSEVELT, who lias l.een a 
resident of La Crosse since 1S!)5, 
occupies a verj promioeat position 
in oommeroial cirdes, and is justly entitled 
to the space that has been aeoorded htm in 
this Iiistory of La Crosse connty. Ue was 
l)orn in Oakland county, Mirhtgan, Septem- 
ber 7, 1833, and is a son of Nelson and 
Sarah (Armitage) Roosevelt, natives of New 
York State. His father died at the age of 
seventy-nine years, and the mother at the age \ 
tif sixty-tive. Wht-n lie was four years old 
his father reraoved witli the fatnilv to De- 
troit, 3Iicbi|;an, and remained timrt^ until 
1840. Then fhey went to Sandusky, Ohio, 
where onr enbjeet learned the machiniaf s 
trade. January 17, 1855, he arrived in La ' 
Crosse, having determined to try his for- 
t uoes on the frontier. lie Hrst charter^ the 
ateam ferryboat Honeoye> whieh he ran for 
a time, and then purchased a third interest 
iit the Adila. of which he was engineer until 
the fall of IS 57. This boat ran l>etwoen Du- 
buque and St. l^aul. After disposing of this 
interest he was employed for ten years as 
engineer and captain on the Mississippi 
river. From 1857 to 1808 he was enf^iged 
continuously as steamboat engineer. 

Defiir<>n8 of establishing himstdf in busi- 
ness iu La Ci-osse, in 1868 the W. A. iioose- , 



velt Company was formed, and incorporated 
in 1888, of which be is the president aud 
treasurer. This iirtn deals in wrought4ron 

piping, brass and iron goods, phimber^' aiid 
stParnM It supplies, wood, iron and cliain 
pumps, and steam and hot water heating ap- 
paratus. They are also general agents for 
" Ideal " windmills, ««fdeal Jonior" sectional, 
wheel, vanele^s windmills, and Floridasteam- 
heating boilers. This is the only wholesale 
house in the city dealing iu this line of 
goods. 

Mr. Roosevelt has been closely connected 
with the progresdve movemmitsof tlie place* 

and has done hia sbare in developing the 
resourws of the county. He has been an 
active worker in all moral and social reforms, 
and has evet given a generous support to 
educational enterprises. He has filled the 
offiee of Mayor of La Crosse one termt and 
was a member of the County Board for several 
tertu«. His otiicial services were well ren- 
dered, and were a high testimonial to his 
ability aud fideli^ to duty. 



RVIN GRAVES BOYNTON, Inm. 
ber merehant. La Crosse, was bom at 

C'ortland, New York, September 8, 
1847, the m\\ of Edwin and Cvnthia (Graves) 
Boynton. Edwin Boynton was born iu Coven- 
try, Conneotiont, in 1819, of Gonneeiient 
ancestry, and was a farmer by ocenpation. 
The Boynton families of Anicrlca are trace- 
able back to two brothers, John and William 
Boynton, who came over from England in 
early Colonial times. The liret exodus from 
Connecticut known was that of Jnstos Boyn< 
ton, grandfather of the subject of this sketch, 
who settled in Cortland, New York, in 1812. 
He was a farmer and artisan. 

Mr. Boynton, whose name introduces this 
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sketch, completed his lehooling at the New 

York Central College at McGrawville, New 
York, wliere he graduated i'ti his tiixtocnth 
year. In 1806 his pareuts removed to Jeffer- 
son county, WiaooDein. where be was a clerk 
for a larober firm for aboat three years. In 
1809 he went to Chicago and continued in 
the same line of bni^inoisH, hecouiing a part- 
uer the Dext j'ear; but the great lire of Octo- 
ber, 1871, swept away all his possessions. 
For the next foar or five years be was en- 
ga|{cd in various pursuits, and was making 
a goo4i fltart toward the reparation of his lost 
fortune when the panic of 1873 disastrouifily 
supervened. In 1880 he went to Egan, Da- 
kota, as a lumber a^eot for John Paul, of La 
Cios^e, and during the two jears of his resi- 
dence there he was eiectod the first Mavor of 
that town. In 1882 he came to La Crosse, 
and until 1885 was superintendent of the 
branch yard department of Mr. Paul. The 
next two jeurs he was a retail Inmber mer- 
chat^t at Spring VuUcy, ^finnrpota. and sittpo 
then \\*' hiiH been a wlioltsule luiiilitu- uier- 
chant in La Croeee. lie is now Alderman for 
the Nineteenth Ward. 

Mr. Boynton is a mem In; r itf the orders 
of F. & A. M., I. O. (). I' , and K. of P.; 
and both himself and wife are metnhcTfj of 
the Haprist Cliurch, ho k^ing a deacon in the 
same. He was married in Ia Crosse, to Miss 
Nellie A. Parker, a native of Iowa and a 
daughter of Jamefc Parker, of Monona, Iowa. 
Uer father was a native of the State of JMew 
York. 



'UAN'K I^All.EY. The hoot and eiioe 
trade lias inauy able and worthy ex- 
ponents in the city of La Crosse, hut 
none that enjoys a wider or better deserved 
popalarity than the hoot and shoe emporlnm 



belonging to Frank Bailey, at 220 Main 

stroff. and the citizens of the place refer to 
it with jutttitiable pride as an evidence of 
what tlie ].K)66ibilities of tiie trade are, wlien 
distinguished enterprise ia allied to hnsinees 
capacity of the highest order, and unre- 
mitting energy and industry. Mr. I'lulcy 
wa.s horn in Winnesheik i i uiity. Iowa, April 
25, 18(51, his parentis, Andrew and Mary 
(Bntler) Bailey, being natives of Connectieat 
and New York respectively. The fiitber was 
for many years a dyer in Klgin, Illinois, and 
althoutili now rotirc-d from ttie active duties 
of life, he was for thirty-tive years a tiller of 
the soil and was well known as a law-abiding 
and useful citisen. He has now reached the 
advanced age of eighty years, and throughout 
his long ffirner has n»'V«T hnd n serious spoil 
of sickness. ili<* wile died in March. Ii565, 
when forty-five years of age, her life having 
been characterized by a conscientious dis- 
charge of duty and a di •^i^e to follow the 
teachings of the golden ruU-. Of a fatally 
of seven children born to tiuin, the sulijii t 
of this sketch ia the youngest, and one of the 
six surviving members. His early knowledge 
of hooks was acquired in the public schools 
of Iowa, and his literary education was fin- 
ished ill a hiipinoss college of Uekorali. At 
tile age of si.xteen years he b^an learning 
the trade of a blacksmith, which calling he 
energetically pursued until 1880, when he 
Iwgan clerkitig for his brother, M. II. Bailey, 
in a general tnorcantilc ptoro in Ilokah, Min- 
nesota, in whose enipioj he remained for four 
years. At the end of this time he came to 
La Crosse, Wisconsin, and entered the em- 
ploy of Quinn, Batchelder Co., shoe mer- 
chants, but at the end of one and one-half 
years, ur in 1886, he opened au establishment 
of his own, and at once reached the foremost 
place in the confidence and patronage of a 
discriminating public He carries a stock of 
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goods valiied at over $6,000, which is one of 

the most corapn-lieniive aiul carefully selected 
in tlie city. Mr. Bailey is known to handle 
only the prodactiona of the most reputable 
and reapontible makera, such as be can reoom> 
nend and guarantee to his eastomera for 
puperiority of maferinl, workmanship, style i 
and durabilitj. On tlio 24t!i of September, 
1884, Mies Anna Boehni, daughter of Xever 
BoMhin, of Hokah, MinDcsote^ beeame his 
wife, and to thsir union one child has been 
born:' Eugene A., a bright and promiBing 
little son. Mr. Ratlf«y is n memlirr of the 
Baptist Church, and socially is a uieinbcr of 
the Modern Woodmen. He is an indus- 
trious, pushing business man, has made his 
own start in the world, and deserves much 
credit for the success of his efforts. Mrs. 
Bailey's parents are now quite advancer) in 
years, and are well kuowo and highly ro- 
spec ted residents of Houston eounty, Minne- 
sota. To them a fiunily of three sons and 
live daughters were born, all of whom are 
living, riwpectwl, law-abiding citiseus, and 
are doing well. 




fALVIN W. DEMMON of i^ Crosse, 
was born in the village of Tuscaroro, 
Livingston county, New York, Novem- 
ber 26, 1835. He Is of New England par- 
eritarje, hit* father, Calvin Deinmon, having 
been a native of Vermont, and his mother, 
whose maiden name was Nancy 6wett, a 
native of New Hampshire. Their earliest 
1 n :i r r ! cd I ife was passed in Cayuga county. New 
York, they i-emoving to Livingston county 
about 1830. CaK in Demmon fnllnwd the 
occupation of wool-card ii>g and cloth-dressing 
many years. His death ooonrred near Nunda, 
New York, in March, 1876, his wife passing 
away at the same phwe, August 17, 1868. 



They were the parent* of six children, the 
eldest and third of whom, Clmrlotte and 
Warron, died in childhood. B. F.,the eldest 
of the family who grew to mature years, was 
a soldier in the war of the rebellion, serving 
three years as a member of the One Hun- 
i dred and Thirty-sixth Regiment, New York 
Volunteer Infatitry, which served with the 
Eleventh Corps in the Array of the Potomac, 
and later with the Twentieth Corps, partici- 
pating in Sherman's Atlanta Oampaign and 
"March to the Sea." lie died at Nunda, 
Now York, in Dcccraber 188fi, at the a<re of 
about iitly-nine years. The subject of this 
sketch and Mrs. £iixa A. Ashton, of New 
Hartford, Iowa, are the only surviving mem- 
bers of the family. Calvin W. Dennuon was 
educat««d in the school of his native village 
and at the (.ienesee Wesleyan Setninary at 
Lima, New York. He began teaching at the 
age of twenty, teaohing and attending sehool 
alternately. 

He came Wes^t in March, 1866. and taught 
one t«rm of ^ctiuol in Decatur, Illinois. In 
August, however, of the same year, ho was 
elected principal of the Third Ward school in 
Dubuque, Iowa. This school enrolled a thou- 
sand pujiild and employtiil fiftwn ^eacher8 
besides the principal. Here one half of his 
time was given to instructing classes, and 
the other half to superintending the school, 
lie fully sustained the excellent reputation 
he had gained at Decatur, Illinois, aa in- 
structor, disciplinarian and orj^untzer. In 
August, li}67, he was appointed principal of 
the First Ward school of La Crosse, a position 
he held for seven years. This school, under 
his superintendence, was carefully and thor- 
oughly graded, and to him belniij^i? the honor 
I of preparing the first course of study tV»r the 
public sdiools of La Crosse. He dischargud 
the duties of pincipal with signal success 
and ability for seven years, winning a promi- 
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nent place among the succcHHt'iil edacatori^ of 
the State in the meantime. On severing iiiis 
connection with the bcIiooU of La Crusse, he 
left behind hiui a universal regret at a tierious 
loM inenrred, but an impreMion of his per- 
sonal force upon the work of the echooU 
which, it is Btated on gwd authority, is felt 
to this flay. In l'<74, ho en^a<:(id in t!ie 
mercantile bubinegH at Spring V'allej', Alin- 
nesota, with Mr. M. F. Yarney, who wm for 
a nnmbor of years the popular principal of 
the Third Ward school of La Crosse. After 
two years' experience in the inercAutiie busi- 
ness, Mr. Demmon removed to Iowa with 
hi! fainiljand retained teaebingf temporarily 
in the high echool at Oedar Falk. In 1879 
he returned to La Crosse. 

He hm for many years hean engaged in 
county history work, much of the time as a 
repreBentative q{ the liewis JPnbliihing Com- 
pany, of Chieago, the pnblieher* of this work. 

Mr. Demmon was married in La Crosse, in 
1870. to Miss Laura C. Wheeler, daughter of , 
Charles and Laura Wheeler. The I'oriner 
waa bom in Ohio» in 1802, and tha latter in 
MaaeaohnBetta, in 1808. They reaided many 
years of their married life in Lake eOlinty, 
Ohio, removintj thence to Adnint* county, 
Wisconsin, and thence to Dunn county. The 
father died in La Crosse, at the home of his 
daughter, Mrs. Adelaide Dudley, Hay 81, 
1878, iind the mother at the home of }Sjt, and 
Mrs. Demiiioii. May 23, 1S8C. There are 
live snrvivitig members of the fatiiily of 
Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler. Solon is., the eldest, 
ia * resident of Dunn conoty, Wisoonein. 
He enliated early in tlie war of the rebellion, 
as a momhcr of tlie Fourtli Wiffonsin. He 
WHS twenty- two montliH a prisoner nf wnr. 
tirst confined at Belle Isle, Virginia, and 
soon after the erection of the stockade at 
Andersonville he was transferred to that 
place, where he was oonfined until the dose 



of the war. His confinement in that infa- 
mous prison ppn inclndtd ncailv tlic whole 
time of its tAisltiice, exhibiting powers of 
endurance in that moht loathsome of rebel 
priMns, almost without parallel; Adelaide A., 
widow ut I' n. Dudley, resides in Pomona, 
California; Evelyn L, wife of T, S. Win- 
chell, in Seattle, WjisliiiM^tnn; Mr«. Dem- 
mon is next in order of birth, liaving been 
born June 20, 1849, in Lake county, Ohio; 
Charles R, the youngest, resido^r in Day 
county. South Dakota. Mr. and Mr^. Dem- 
mon have had five children: Byron Franklin, 
born May 27, 1871, died at the age of fonr- 
tcen months; Manuie Laura, bom July 1, 
1872, attained to the age of eighteen years; 
graduated nf tin! high school of La Crosge, in 
the clrvss of IS'JO, a most lovely and accom- 
plished girl, and her death occurred October 
15, of the same year; Adda £., bora August 
18, 1874; Oallie W., November 7, 1877, and 
Marion Louite, September 2, 1891. 

APTAIN M. M. LOONEY, Captain of 
the Clyde on the Mississippi river, \» 

one of the proniinent rc•sident^ (;f 
Crosse, and ai though young in years he has 
made a Hnc reputation for business ability. 
He was born in La Crosse, Wisconsin, June 
6, 1854, and is the son of Captain A. H. and 
Elizabeth (Wright) Looney, the father n na- 
tive of Rnndolph county, Illinois, born in 
1S30, and the mother of Washington county, 
New York. The paternal grandfather, John 
8. Looney, was a native of Tennessee and 
one of the pioneer fettlers ot' Wisconsin, 
coming here as early as 1S;J6. Ho i^ettled 
in what is now La Fayette county and 
resided there until 1862, when be came to 
La Crosse. The following year he moved to 
Minnesota, settling in the valley of Root 
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river, and wm the flnt white eettler in what 

is still known a> •Looncy's Valley," His 
death ofctirred fit Warren, Illinois, October 
15, 18yl. Captaia A. II. Looney came to 
La Croswj, Wibcousin, in April, 1851, and 
ten yeura later moved to Winona ooonty, 
Minnesota. In the flpnog of 1869 he went 
to tlie Roi'ky monnffiins nnd wns fngat^fJ in 
epeculatiiijj and raining until iNtll, uhi'ii he 
returned to Minneaota, where he iulluwed 
•teamboatlDg. In the fall of 1878 he located 
in La Croera^ bat made no change in his 
business for some time. However he has 
done bnt little on the river for the past ten 
years and is now in the Unit.id States em- 
ploy under the jnrisdietion of the general 
land office, haviog held that position most 
of the time for seven years. He was mar- 
ried in the fall of 1851 to Miss Wright, and 
to them were bora live children, their elde«t 
eon, Frank, being among the first white 
children horn Id Lk OroMe. This eon died 
with conanmption in 1889, at the early age 
of thirty fieveo. lie was widely and favor- 
ably known, and was a« popular as lie was 
widely known, lie was pilot and Captain 
on the river also. The remainder of the 
children were named in the order of their 
birtlui as follows: CiiptHtn M. l\r.; Hrant, 
who died in 1859, at the age of three years; 
Carrie B., who graduated from the high school 
of La Crosse in 1888, and sinee that 
time has been teaching in the jirimary de- 
partment of the public sclioob here; Lark, 
tlK' youngest child, is the wife of Frank Toms 
and now resides in La Crosse. She is the 
mother of one ehild, fiobert. Captain A. 
H. Looney is a man possessed of many admir- 
able qualities of mind atid lieart and his 
career has been upright and iKuioraMe. 
Captain M. M. Looney was reared and edu- 
cated in La Crosse, Wiaoonein, and has 
followed the river all his life, the Missiseippi 



I and St Croix. He has qnite an extensive 
experience and haa been a steamboat Captain 

for sontc lime. 

He was married tirstin 1879, to Miss Minnie 
Moore, daughter of B. J. and AI visa Moore, 
of Minnesota. Three diildren were born 
I to tliis union: Susie, Hollis and Wilbnr. 

Mrs. Looncv ditd in ISS'2, when hut twenty- 
I six years of age. t>lie was a worthy meinbur 
j of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Captain 
I Looney*s second marriage was in 1889, to 
?^fi:^:^ EUa Moore, sister of his former wife. 
They have one child, Jerry Tlmrman. Mrs. 
Looney is also a meinlier <if the MethodiHt 
Episcopal (Jliurcij. Captaui Looney belongs 
to several orders. He takes bat little interest 
in polities, bnt generally affiliates with the 
Democratic par^. 

J. KA7ENAUGH, manager of the 

North American Postal Toleirni|ih Com- 

' paiiy, of La Crosse, IVieeon.sin, is one 

' of tlte later acquisitions to the business cir. 

I cles of the city, and although comparatively 

I a new man he is iast working into the front 

i line in hi.s businoss, and ranks among the 
I . .... 
leading men of his calling in tliis j)orti(»n of 

the State. He brings with liini bueinoss ca- 
I pacity and sagacity, which, coupled with an 
( extensiTe expwience in his calling, as well 
as in other lines of business, enables him to 
readily t«ke an advanced position in any 
community. He was Iwn in Dane county, 
Wisconsin, July 1, 1868, to Torrence and 
Elizabeth (Barns) Eavttiangh, both of whom 
were born in Ireland, the former bdng still 
engaged in contracting in Dane county, Wis- 
consin, althonrdi fifty-spvcii years of age. 
He haa won an excellent reputation as abusi* 
nesa man, and is an honored eitiaen of the 
section in which lie resides. His wife, who 
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h about the same age as bimsi^lf, is posseBsed 
of thoBc womanlv rrrnees nnd virtues which 
make a plt^a^aiit home, and they are Duinbei-ed 
among the pioueer rasidents of their adopted 
eoaoty. Both are devout members of the 
Oatliolic Choroh, and reared their children in 
this faith. 

J. J. Kavenangh is the third of their six 
children, and was educated iu the public and 
private aehools of Madison, Wisoondn. 
When thirteen years of age he to<jk charge 
of the telegraph otKci* at at Port!ii;(\ Wiscon- 
sin, as day operator, and after working six 
montlis was protnuted to tiie dispatcher's 
office at Stevens' Point, Wisconsin. At the 
end of one year he was sent to St. FanI, 
Minnesota, and there worked as a day opera- 
tor for one year in cbarp-e of the Great North- 
ern Railroad. FoUuwiug this he worked in 
Heronf Montana, one year as manager of the 
Northo'n Fadfie Tsl^raph Company, tim 
accepted his old position in St. Paul, and in 
1886 came to La Crosse, where he has been 
ever since. Ue worked iu the Western Union 
nntil 1887, when he aoee|iited his present 
position, which be has filled in a very satis- 
factory manner. During all hischanijrs in 
telesrapbip wort be has never been disoliari^ed. 
but on the contrary has the best of t-estiraoni- 
aU as to bis elficiency. He has always been 
strictly temperate, and neither amohes, ehews 
nor drinks. He la very methodical in his 
habits, and !iis pourso of lifo from year to 
year dovn not deviate from the ebtabiislied 
rules adopted years ago. He is of a social 
disposition, and his many sterHng character- 
istics make him an acquisition to thehnsiness 
and social circb's of I,a Crnssp. Ilr was tiic 
youngest operator in the Unit&l States when 
at Portage, Wisconsin, and before he was 
fourteen years of age be received $50 per 
month for his serviceti. 

He was married in La Crosse, October 34, 



1888, to Miss Sarah Masterson, daughter of 
.Ii >hii nnd Sarah Mastcrson, of La Crosse, tlie 
former of whom died in 1869 when about fifty 
years of age. ^e widow is still living, an 
honored resident of La Crosse. Th^ were the 
oldest residents of Vernon oonnty from Ohio, 
in which State Mr. Masterson was a successful 
and wealthy farmer. In the early history of 
this State he carried the mail on horseback 
from Rising Sun to La Crosse for three years. 
He was an intimate friend of ex-Govemor 
Rusk, and was familiarly l<nown a«! " Tncle 
John " by the many who knew and loved him. 
Ilis wife, whose ntaidun name was LyuiiH, was 
twice married, her first hnshandboing Michael 
Morrison. He was frozen to death within 
one-half mile of his lioine, with others, in 
the winter of 1^65. He was the father of 
the following children: Mary, now Mrs. Hugh 
Donahoe; Anna, wife of P. K. Mann; Mar- 
garet, who died at the age of sixteeo years. 
To Mr. Masterson and his wife three daugh- 
ters were born: Ella, a milliner of La Crosse; 
Dora, wife of J. 1*. Itt)ger><, of Glasgow, Moq- 

' tana, and Mrs. Kavenangh, who is the yonng- 
est of the family. One child has bleeeed the 

I union of Mr. and Mrs. Kavenangh: Helen, 
who is a bright little pirl now thre** vearRof 
age. His residence is a pleasant and attractive 
one, an air of refinement aad taste pervadee 
all its surroundings; and the generous and 
true hearted hospitality displayed there is the 
deligiit of the many friends who gather lie- 
noath its roof. 



II. i. I AM R. SILL, of La Crosse, is a 
native of Windsor, Connecticut, horn 
iu He is of English descent, of 

the seventh generation in this conntiy, dat- 
ing back to 1638. Mr. Sill spent the early 
I days of his business life in the praetioe of 
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civil engineering on itulroad*, and oame to 
Milwaukee, Wifloonsin, in 1868 to take charge 
of the construction of the La Crosse & Mil- 
wattkee liailroad. nnA retnined connection 
with that road under it? various titles (with 
the exoeption of two year^) nntil 1866. 

He came to La Gkmm in 1856» and witii 
others platted the village of North La Cro&se, 
he owning one-fourth of same and acting m 
agent for the other owners, lie also hecame 
interested in the lumber bnainees in 185(), 
and aided in building one of the four aawmills 
eonstracted during that year in North La 
Crosae, and operated the same up to 1^80, 
ile was one of llie company fHnd manager) 
to build the wagon road betwccu La Groeao 
and North La Crosse, whieh road was made 
passable early in 1857. ' < .<tfterwards 
turned ovpr to the elty. iin<l is to-day prohahly 
the greatest thoroughfare tu Western Wis- 
consin. 

In May, 1858, he was married to Mary G. 

Edgar, of St. Louis, Missouri, started house- 
keeping on the corner of State uthl Tenth 
strpcts, La Crosse, and Ima occupied the s«nie 
premises as resident to this date. 

- .■.■. t . liH . j i.... 



iUXCAN IX McMillan, banker, La 
Crosse, Wisconsin. — Mr. McMillan, who 
has been iijtontified with the best inter- 
ests of La Crosse for many years, and who is 
imsident of the State Bank of this city, was 
born in Stormont county, Ontario, Canada, 
June 20, 1837, and is of Scotch descent, 
his parents, D. B. and Mary (McMillan) 
MoMillan, both being natives of Scotland. 
(See sketch of Alexander McMillan.) Duncan 
McMillnn receivod a tluiroiu'li »■<! uoatii in in ■ 
tiie puMic sclioois of Canada, and lirsl started j 
out for himself by engaging in the Iniober 
business in hie native oounlry. He came to 



La Crosse, Wisconsin, November 18, 1856, 
and was with his brothers, John and Alex- 
ander, in the lumber trade for boiiif time. 
He subsequently studieil \n\v with hi- hrother, 
£. II. McMillan, was admitted to the bar but 
never practiced that profession, as other pur* 
suits engaged his attention. In August, 
1863, he was in the ordnanoe department 
with Captain J. TI. Hurdick for several nmnths 
after the fall of Vicksburg, and later he was 
in the Quartermaster's department for a year 
with Captain A. B. Eddy, who was after- 
wards promoted to the rank of Colonel, 
^fr. McMillan engaged permnntMitly in the 
lumber business in IStH, and lias followed 
that until the present time. He and his 
brotlier owned the gas works in La Crosse, but 
the former sold out in 18^2. The following 
year he was elected pre?^ident of the State 
Bank of La Crosse, which position he has 
held ever since. Ho was elected president 
of the Black River Improvement Company, 
and has been a <li rector in the same for 
eighteen years. He was Alderman of the city 
in 187S-'79, also a member of the I^oard 
of Supervisors, served seven years in the 
City Conncil, and served on the Board of 
Edncation for two terms. lie was also one of 
the members of the Hridgc (committee that 
built the bridge across the Mississippi river. 
It will thus l>o seen that Mr. McMillan is 
a man possessed of extraordinary executive 
ability, good judgment and dignity, and to 
these qualities the able ari l ( flu-icnt discharge 
of his official duties may be attributed. His 
ofHcial relationti have proven his sympathy 
for the city's best interests, and his fellow- 
townsmen have expressed their appreciation 
of his eervices by several re-eleetions to the 
srttne office. Mr. McMillan whs married in 
180(> to Miss Mary J. McCrca, daughter of 
Stephen McCrea, of Canada. They have six 
children now living, namely: Mary I., wife 



Digitized by Google 



m 



BlOOJiAI'UIGAL msTOUY. 



of Dr. BowIm, a prominent phyftidan of La 

Orosse; .Tolm f!., at Fort Worth, Texas, 
engaged iii the ^niiii trade; he was for three 
jears messenger in the State Bauk, after 
which he speut twu years in the grain buu- 
nesB at Minneapolii, HinnMota, vidi the firm 
of Ofiliorn «& McMillan. William D. is with 
liis lirotlier John; he was a student ai Lake 
Forest Colkfre for two years. Dan is also at 
Fort Wortli, and Jennie and fiet^sie are pupils 
of the La OroBse piiblie schools. Mr. Mc 
Millan and wife are worthy members of the 
Presbyterian Clinrt'li. of which tlie former is 
trustee; are leailin^ and popular members 
of society, and possess social qualities of a 
high order. He ia a member of the EoigbtB 
of Honor and Royal Arcanum. He w«» for* 
merljr a Republican in his political views, but 
since 1872 has acted with the Democratic 
party. Mr. McMillan dobervedly enjoys an 
enviable reputation in hia official and basi- 
neia relations, and a generona appreciation as 
a good citiara. 



OTT, Sk., ia the pn^rietor of the West 
I J Wisoonein Iron Works, located at La 

^'W ross<>, and lias associated with him in 
bnsiness hii* three sons: B., Jr., who is vice- 
pretsideut; Fred. A., who is treasurer and book- 
keeper, and John, who ia general superintend- 
ent This is one of the most noteworthy and 
represontativt" hoiipe? engaged in the iron 
foundry hnsiiitHn in tiie city, and ttie founda- 
tion of tiiis enterprise datei from 1879, when 
it was established by Mr. Ott. The shop is 
equipped with the best and latest improve- 
ments in machinery and tools for the success- 
ful prosecution of tlii*! important busiiiefs*, 
and steady employment is given to eleven 
skilled mechanics. In 1667 Mr. Ott and 
Joseph Barter invented the twine binder — (be 



first ever invented in the eonntrj — a part of 

which is used at the present time. Tliey 
sold the patent to McOormick and the Deer- 
in^ Manufacturing Company, but it has 
now mn ont and the machines are in general 
use. The members of this firm are machinists, 
mill furnishers, engine builders and are the 
agents for p«mj)9, eiifjincs, governors, etc. 
Mr. Ott invented the bark-shaving mill, a 
machine for cntting the hark for tanners, 
and this they patented in 1885, takii^ out 
three patents. B. Ott, Sr., was born in 
Bavaria, June 3, 1836, and came with his 
parents. John and Magdalenn (Wie^man) 
Ott, to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in i(»4l, where 
Uie father followed the calling of a stone- 
cutter. The father died December 17, 1878, 
when sixty seven yearf5 old, the mother's 
death occurring Deceml>er 13, lb78, at ih»' 
age of seventy three. Both were members 
of the Catholie Church. B. Ott was the second 
of their nine children, three of whom are now 
living, and l>egan life for himself by peddling 
matciu's ill Ijiiffiilo, Now Vnrlc, and later iti 
Mihvaukei'. II if next business was in strip- 
ping atid packing tobacco, and this he fol- 
lowed until he obtained a position at mixing 
day with hia fset in a tile fsctoiy, in which 
occnj>ftti(>n many other boys were engnged. 
Following this he was engaged in putting up 
stoves for a stove factory of Milwaukee, after 
which be was put to grinding and polishing 
flat irons with the firm of Docker & Saviiie 
(now E. P. Ellis) ami latter became an ap- 
jjroiitice in a niagJiino shop with Turken <fc 
Circuiiis. In the fall of 1854, he went to 
Dubuque, Iowa, wher^ he worked at his trade 
in the foundry and machine shop of KugglBa 
Walti'i until 1856, when became to La Crosse, 
lit: tirnt M'cured eniploynjeiit with 'i'homas & 
8tantield,on threshing-machines, after which 
he served in tiie same capacity with Geoige 
M. Lesch in the Pioneer foundry, and after 
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Mr. I>eech sold out to C. C. and E. G. 
Smitfi he remaioHl with these gentlemen until 
tli«y sold to Tliornely & Janice, when be 
established lii- pr< r^ont l)iisine88. lie has l>een 
Chief of tlie Fire Depaitiiipnt of La Crosse 
one season, and has served m city Alderman 
one term. He hai been and is now a diieetor 
of one of the bnilding and loan associations 
of the city, — the La Crosse Bnilding and 
Loan Association, — and Ims otherwise inter- 
ested hiuidc'lf in tiie atfairs of the city. 

February 14. 1857, Therasa Ulriefa of Mil- 
waukee beeame hii wife, and ia the mother 
of hiH nine uiiildren: Benedict, married to 
Lina Kichter, by whutn lie has one child; 
Gusta, John, George, who married Lizzie 
Tnlcne; Tereaa^ wife of Arnold Roomer; 
WilliOf a bookkeeper lor S^i^lke A Kaul* 
house, and married to I^na Hlumbtrib; Fretl, 
a lH>okkeeper in his father'^ faotMry; Id;i. 
Gustave and Matilda. Mr. Ott in a member 
of the A. & A. M., the I. O. O. and in 
hie political viewa ia independent He ia a 
skillful and e.xceilent workman, and i» held 
in liitrh (>i;f(H>i)i foi- hiasterling worth and many 
admirable qualities. 



^ON. ADELliEliT E. BLEKKMAX. - f 
the law tirm of Bleekman & Bloomiii"- 
dale, La Crosse, was bora in Salisbury, 
Herkimer ooonty, Kew Tork, March 26, 
1846. On the paternal aide he is of Holland 
ancestry, nnd tm tlic maternal side he is of 
(leniian extract inn. His groat- j^rand father, 
l>aiilel Bleekman, a UoUauder, Lcated near 
Stratford, Conneoticat, prior to the Reroln- 
ttonarj war, and belonged to a commnnitj of 
colonists. lie was one of a party who erected 
a lilMTfy pole, and protected it from the 
British ax by forging nails and driving 
them into the pule. 



lie was a soldier ail through tiio iievolu- 
tionary war, and waa with Ethan Allen when 
he demanded the surrender of Ticonderoga 
"in the name of the great Jeliovah and flip 
Continental Conpresp." Elicnezer iileekiiiiiri, 
a son of Daniel, and grandfather of our sub- 
ject, seryed in the war of 1812, and partivi* 
pated in the hiatorio battle of Baekett^a 
Harbor. 

Warren Bleekman, the fsithor of Adelbert 
E., was l>orn at Stratford, Eulton county, 
New York, December 14, 1816, and died at 
La Fayette, Oliio^ September 8, 1866. Hia 

wife, Amanda Jacobs, was born in Salisbury, 
New York, February 26, l'^2»), and died at 
the Fame place as her husband, March 7, 
1857. Three children were born to them: 
Adelbert E., Herbert £. and Ernest L. After 
the death of Mrs. Bleekman, Mr. B. married 
again, and had one child, Mary A. 

In 1850 the family removed to Ohio, 
where our subject attended schools of va 
rious ffrades ontil hia enlistment in the army, 
which ocniricil February 24^ 1861, being 
assigned to ('i>tnpany A, Second Ohio Cav- 
alry. The company was organized at .Akron. 
From the time of hi.s enlistment until he re- 
ceived a disabling injury, he participated in 
all f t!i ■ engagements of hie regiment; took 
part in tlte Wildernes?-- c'arnp:iifi;ii, being with 
the Ninth Army Corps on the right during 
the terrible fighting of May 5, 1804. He 
waa in the engagement of Spottsylvania, Haa< 
over Courthonse, Ashland Station and Mal- 
vern Hill; he was with the Wilson raiding 
party, wliich desfroywl tlif Danville and Wel- 
don li4iili<jad. lie received a severe injury 
to bis leg, and was sent to the City Point 
Hospital, and thence to Washington, where 
he obtained a furlough, remaining at home 
forty live day> during' tlie prc^iiiential cam- 
paign of 1864:. lie wa.s mustered out of 
service June 90, 1865. Returning home ho 
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MgAiD entered wliool; lie was » etttdent At the 

•cedeiny at Little Falls, New York, and after- 
ward at Albert ri i]I»nr<\ ntillc-. ille, Ontario. 
In March, 1869, lie located at Tomali, Wis- 
consin, and taught school two years, tuuau- 
while devoting his leisnre hours to the ettidj 
of law. Ill SfptctnSt-r. 1870, he waeadmitted 
to prHctiic. Hinl in .luly of tlie t'ol!nwiii<^ VPar 
he opened an othte fur the practice ot iiis 
profeasiun in ToinaU. He was elected to the 
AftBembly of WiMOnftin in the fall of 1872, 
and in the following year he was chosen to 
ropre«ent liic party in tlu- St;itr Senate. At 
the clo«e of the senatorial tenii lit> removed 
to Spat-La, where he continued in the prac- 
tice of his profession nntil 1886, the date of 
his removal to La Crosse. In 1876 he was 
elected District Attorney of Monroe county, 
in which position he Bcrved one term. Smce 
luc^Uiug in La Crosse Mr. Bieekman has 
devoted himself assidaonslj to bis profes- 
sional workf and has declined any honors not 
connected with his legal interests. A close 
student, with ample fHPilities for selt'-improve- 
meat, a line professional library, a highly 
develuped literary taste* and a Haent speaker, 
it is not strange that he soon received reeog* 
nition as a trial lawyer among the mo!>t able 
and snoct'^^Eul attorneys in the city. He is 
closely devoted to his profession, and roakett 
that parainoiint to all otiier considerations. 
A lai^ and increasing praetiba is the legiti- 
mate out (growth of close attention to bosi- 
ness in all it- <h't;iil». 

Mr. Bleekmau has been twice married, 
iiitt tirst wife, Eliza, daughter of Timoihj 
and Tirzah Farnhain, of Belleville, Ontario, 
died in April, 1875, leaving one child, Will- 
iam E. .Xnifust CI. ISTH, Mr. B. was mar- 
ried to Alice, dauj^hter of Jlarvey and Maria 
(Whiton) Bush, of Tomah. Wisconsin. Three 
children have blessed this nnion: Katie (de- 
ceased), Adelbert E. and Ruth. Mr. B. is a 



Kepublican in polities, and socially iaa mem- 
ber of the G. A. B., 1. O. O. F.'& A. F. & 
A. M. 

E. IIOIiXE is a member of the firm of 
Millrr it Ilorne, \v^J<.^( fine wholesale 
* and retail crockery eslablishment is 
located at 322 Pearl street, La Crosae, Wis- 
consin. This floarishing oonoem was founded 
in December, 1890, and they have secured 
for their ftock in tr;i(lc llu* enviitblo repnta- 
tion of beiiii; the tn'st ami most comprehen- 
sive in its liue of ail in the city. Their 
commercial career has been one highly credit- 
able in every respect, and they have already 
i^aliifd tlic cKiitidein'i' of Iciniiii^ mercantile 
and financial circles, and are merchants of 
the highest standing and soaudest judgment, 
whose Buct^B has been developed upon the 
sure basis of efficiency and integrity. The 
business now is 300 per cent, greater than it 
was in the same buildini; l>ofore the prpgf»nt 
partnership wad formed, and but few of the 
{)eople of La Crosse know the vast amount of 
goods hMudled by this iirm. In addition to 
their store they have several lingc storage 
roonjs, with a cajiacity equal to five times that 
of their retail store, and their freight bilU 
are perhaps the laigcst of all in the mercantile 
line in the city. Mr, Home was born in 
Iowa, March 13, 1868, to II. B. and J. E. 
(Baird) Ilorne, the former of whom was l)orn 
iu Is'urtluunbcrland, England, and the latter 
in Canada, The father's trade was cabinet- 
making, bat for the past twenty years he has 
been a market f^ardener. Both parents are 

r-tid liviniT and rean-d a familv of* >(.'vi'i) chil- 
es 

dren, live cf whom arc living, the subject of 
this sketch being the eldest of the family. 
He obtained bis edncation in the public 
schools, and after working in a frnit and 



Digitized by Google 



BIOORAP^rOAL HrSTORY. 



155 



f«DCj grooerj bouse at MeGre^r, \om%y for 
some time, he began traveling for the fimHf 

oontintiitit,' in thoir piiiploy for fr.iir vfare, 
followinfj which ho waii with !i I.fi ('ror^?c 
wholesale grocery liousc fur six ^eara. lie 
a shrewd, yet perfectly honorable sales- 
man, and hlB services were highly valued by 
h»8 employers. In 1888 Miss Ellen Bowen, 
of Marj'sville. Calitbrnia, l>e<'a!ne hia wife, and 
their union has been bks^od in the birth of 
a bright little daughter of two sninmers, 
£llen. Mr. and Mrs. Home are members of 
the Preshyterian Church, and in politics he 
affiliates with the Kepublic-an party. Mr. 
Home and Mr. Miliar have {mved their own 
way to ancceiM, and are reaping the reward 
of industry and integrity. 

;AVID LAW, who is now retired Irom 
active bnsinese, was formerly oonneeted 
with some of the leadin*^ eiitt-rpi tse?* of 
\a Crosse, and is fully entitled to the follow- 
ing space in the history of I.n (^roHse cnnnty. 
He WHS born Septeuiber 17, 1833, at Jatnee- 
towttf Chantanqna coonty, New York, and is 
a son of fliram and Jolianna (Arnold) Law. 
The mother was a danphter of David Arnold, 
who was one of the tiist whitf settlers of 
Ghaatauqua county. New York. Our snlyet-t 
lived ' at Jamestown nntil he was twenty^two 
years of age, receiving a common-aehool edn. 
cation. In the spring of 1855 he came "West 
and Inrnted at La Crosse. His first buisinesa 
venture wan in cutting and to ring ice and 
furnishing supplies to steamboats. He car- 
ried on this enterprise four or five years, 
and then purchased the omnibus line of Mr. 
RIoAsoni. I^ter he boutjlit an interest in the 
livery business from Thomas lJavit», and af- 
terwards added the transfer line of Mr. Met- 
cal^ continuing the management of the three 



brsuebes nntil 1861, when he disposed of 

the entire business. 

Upon the breaking out of tlio civil war he 
■ enlisted in the service, and had hpen on 
duty two years when hia health failed hini, 
and he was obliged to return to his home. 
In 1866 he bonght his old transfer line, and 
built up an enormous business. In 1874 he 
engaged in the lunilwr business, forming for 
thi« purpose the firm of Uaekett, Law <& 
Mosher. Mr. Haekett retiring in 1879, tite 
firm became Law ft Mosher, and thie 
relationship existed until 1886. « 

Mr. Law wa? united in marriafje, Decem- 
ber 25, 1861, to Mi«« Emma i3mith,a daugh- 
ter of Saninel Smith. To them have been 
bom five oltildren: Lillie M., Oharles, Archie, 
Josie and Sydney. 

Politically Mr. Law is identiticd with the 
Democratic party. He has served as Mar- 
shal of La Crosae for three years, as Alderman 
nine years, and as Mayor three years. He 
has filled these various positions with much 
cre<'!if to himuelf, and h;is nimfo a most effi- 
cient otbcer. He has always taken a deep 
interest iu his party, and haj^i been a promi- 
nent member of its oonneils. He is now 
retired from active business pursuits, as lie- 
foro stated, but the commerce of t!ic i-ouiity 
for many yrars felt the strong impetus of 
his touch, and was greatly profit«)d thereby. 

- £ ' > f f3- .' — 



:;f-SLNlJY C. HEATH, the present Grand 
Kcconicr iu the Jurisdictiou oi Wii»uuu- 
sin, Ancient Order of United Workmen, 
was born in the city of New York, May 31, 

1831. When a lad of eight years his par- 
ents removed tr> Plattshnrif, New York, and 
there the fatlier engaged in tlie business of 
marble-entting. In his early youth our sub- 
ject was employed in those oocupations whidi 
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assured Lim a robust physical development, 
ft posaesBion that has beeu of the greatest 
▼alne to him. He received an aeadeintc edn- 

cation, ail'] at the age of eighteen years he 
went to learn the carr!awiiiaker"> tiaile. 
This lie rapidly acquired, and in 1852 he 
«mW1ted in the biiBiiieaB on bis own accoant; | 
he operated a factory at Bandolph, New | 
York, for three years, meeting with marked : 
8ucf'e38. Desirous of sepinf pnmethins of 
the West, he sold this business and uime 
to La CroMe, WEsconun. Here he estab- 
lidied biniuilf in tbe ume trade, and in con- 
nection with the iiiannfactnre of carriages, , 
did building and contracting in partnership 
with his brother, W. F. Heath. Their busi 
nesB increased to snob an extent tbat they 
found it to their advantage to admit another 
partner, and in 1859 Mr. II. C. Tift joined , 
thotn; the old firm of Heath & Tift will | 
long be remembered by the pioneer citizens I 
of La CroMe. At the end of two years Mr. | 
Tift bought the entire business. i 

Mr. Heath's next investment was in a pho- ; 
tograph gallery, which he bought of J. S. Pat- 
ten. This enterprise claimed his attention 
nntil 18G7, when he sold out and embarked 
in die wliolesale and retail grocery bnsiness 
with O. H. Smith as a partner, the firm name i 
being Heath & Sinitli. In 1^70 he pur- 
chased Mr. Smith's interest in the concern, 
and conducted it alone until 1871, when he 
closed ont and retamed to the pliotugraphic 
art. He bought the gallery of J. A. Ray- 
innnd. and by cln^e atttnitinn soon became an I 
e.xpert operator. There is scarcely a collec- 
tion ot' photographs in La Crosse that does 
not contain a specimen of his work. 

In Septenil)er, 1876, he became a member 
of the Ancient Order of United Woi-ktnen, 
and February 2, 1877, he was elected Grand 
Recorder. He brought to this olHcc the same 
business methods, good judgment and tact 



which he had always exercised in his private 
affairs. He has so completely von the 

OOntidenw and good will of the Order that 
he has been elected to the ntlicp to Pticcecd 
himself since 1877 to the present time. His 
lost election was at Milwaukee, in May, 1891. 
He has several times represented this juris- 
diction in the Supreme Ljodge of the order, 
tilling the position with great credir to liiin- 
self and to the advant^ige of the entire oider. 

in l?i?s5 the work of tlie uthceof the Grand 
Recorder had reached snch proportions as to 
rafjaire tbe entire time of Mr. Heath. He 
disposed of his private intere.stH und has 
sincft been devoting his time exclusively to 
the business of the order. He has been a 
most efSeient officer, conrteone and obliging, 
and has won a wide circle of friends through^ 
ont the State. 

— Z - mi . ^s " '■■ — 

f XVlD AUSTIN, a member of the Saw- 
yer & Austin Lnin1>cr Company, is a 
nsitivo (if Scotlrin*!. but came with his 
parents to Ameriwi in i*i35, at the age of nine 
years. The family settled in Cattaraugus 
coanty, Nov Yoric, where he received his 
education in the conunon schools. In the 
fall of 1S4S lie eninarkeil in tlie lumber 
business on tlie Aiiegiiany river, at Allegliany, 
New York, where he remained si.\teeu or 
eighteen years. lie then closed up his busi- 
ness and removed to Cleveland, Ohio, wbere 
he conducted a lumber busincjis for four yeiirs. 
The tide of etnf ir'*.'iti'>mvas sweepintT t-trongly 
to the frontier, wiiicii was not thuu removed 
far from tbe banks of the Mississippi river, 
and drifting with tho current he came to La 
Cros.se, where he formed a partnert^hip with 
A. K. Siiwyer, of Black Kiver Fall.-;, Wi^- 
conein, under the lirm name of Sawjer 6c 
Anstin, for the purpose of carrying on a 
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general lo<jginir anrl lumber business on Hlack 
river, with headquarters at La Crosee. In 
the spring of 1872 Mr. Austin r«moT«d to 
La Gro8se» the firm continning in bMineas 
until the dettll of Mr. Sawyer. Hie widow 
and -="11. William E., still held an intcn st in 
the ustablishment until the business was 
incorporated under the name of tlie Sawjer 
AvKtin Lumber Oouipany. Tlief have their 
offices and sawmills located at La Croaee, aad 
are doitif; a large bnfiUH''Rp; their logs come 
from the Black and Chippewa rivers, where 
thej own large tracts of land. 

Although Mr. Aasttn lacks bni fire yean> 
of the allotted three ioore and ten years, ho 
is still actively engaged in comnHTclnl t iitci - 
prisefi, pontininff the most of his time to tiic 
lnmt>er trade, wiiich he has steadily followed 
rince 1848. 

He has been twice married: bis iirst union 
was in 1851, to Miss Lovina Crosby, of 
F'ranklinville, New York. She died Octolicr 
1, ISO^, leaving two cliildren, one of whom, 
Ora O., ie ttill living; he is a member of 
ibe Sawyer A Austin Lnmber Company. 
The second marriage was in 1866, to Miss 
Millie Baillet, of Ellicntf villc, Xevv y«)rk, a 
daughter of i'rancis K. i^aiilet, who was 
County Clerk of Cattaraogos eonntj, New 
Tork, for nine jears, and Depnty Clerk for 
three years or more. 

DiirliiL' ^li^ IxisiriePf career Mr. Aus- 

tin tuitt I'ucn too closely occupied to give much 
attention to politics, bnt he served as Mayor 
of La Crosse in 1887 and 1888. He is at 
this time a member of the School Board of 
the oWy, and i> ilcojilv intcrefitcd in tlie pros- 
perity of our educational system. He is u 
member of the Mioeteenth Century Club, a 
literary assoeiation, and of the La Crosse Clab, 
a social organisation of the bminess men of 
the city. Sitk-c eomintj t" the county h«> lias 
been a conspicuous figure in all those enter* 



prises which advanee the s^eneral welfare, and 
he has won a reputation for honorable and 
upright dealing which has charaeteriaed the 
operations of his corporation. 

EDER ULAUS £VENSEJ!4, editor and 
publisher of Farrf^n, a weekly news* 

|'afM>rin the Norwegian langua^, issued 
at La Crosse. Wlt^consin, was born near the 
historical town of Eidsvold, Norway, nearly 
forty-nine years ago, namely, on the 24th o»' 
November, I84d. His father was a farmer 
at this place, and here the son remained until 
hih Sfivcntf'cntli 3'pnr, assisting liis parents in 
their wurk, an<l obtaining such education as 
the locality afforded. 

At the age of seventeen he left the old 
homestead, with his mind made np to learn 
more of the world. The transactions of 
mercantile Icisines^ appeared! especially at- 
tractive to him, and he succeede«l in obtain* 
ing a situation with a large wholesale mill- 
ing establishment at Moss, Norway. Be- 
sides acqiiirinti a practical education in oDioe 
work, he took udvantsifp of the sprtn* titne 
allowed him to furllier improve liis mind by 
attending a private school of higher instruc- 
tion. The house with whidi he was em- 
ployed a<lvanoed him later to I he position of 
travelinrr sale-man, in wlu'eh einplovinent he 
continued for tive years, from lliti8 lu 1868. 
It was while engaged in this employment 
that he laid the foundation for those carefnl 
and sound business metho«ls which have 
stiMiil liiin in so g00<l stem! in later life. His 
next residence was in I'redrikstad, where he 
carried on a grocery business of his own until 
1874. When he abandoned this occupation 
it was to accept a situation on the railway 
system of Western Norway. Here he ad- 
vaoced to the position of station agent, which 
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is a very reeponBible office in tbe railway 
lerrica ol that country. 

The opportunities for progress und iiaan- 
cittl improvement were, however, email in his 
native land, and he dpterminod to emigrate 
to America, this grand conntry where the 
mind ftK well ae the pnne hare greater op- 
portanitieB for growth. In 1877 he landed 
on tlief>e ehores, and wae forced to take hold 
of wliatever emplojment first came to hand, 
na tiiunaaudfi hare done both before and since, 
lie began with the hold buinefls at La 
Oroase, WuGonsia, in 1880, and earried it on 
•aeoeMfally until ill health com{>elled him to 
giye it np. He whs of t^io active tempera- 
ment, however, to remain idle long, and soon 
began oasting about for a different ocenpa- 
tion. Everj eloud baa its silver lining, they 
say, and so it was with Mr. Evensen's career 
at tliis time. In looking over the »itnrittoii 
in search of a more congenial employment he 
thought of the newspaper publishing busi- 
ness. No time in the history of La Crosse 
could have Wvw more opportune for the 
laniichin(T of bmcIi an cTiterpri».t% although it 
might appear upon hn>t thought that to start 
a Norwegian jwper in that place was to in- 
vite eertain ruin and defeat Two weekly 
liewKpapers in the Norwegian language Lad 
already tilled "a long-felt want *' in LaCroste, 
hut had Ijeen fomd to (five np existence; 
Still there wao room and opportunity for the 
right kind of paper, and Mr. Evensen cor- 
reotlj interpreted the situation, as tbe resnit 
shows. Tt requireii a great courage, especially 
as the ca)»il»l wap limited, to uniiertake fincli 
an enterprise in the face of past experiences; 
bn( Mr. Evensen, nevertheless, issued the 
first number of F<m20» on tbe 18th of Sep- 
tember, 1888. The paper struck the popular 
chord and gave evidenee, ahitust from the 
beginning, of future success. Careful and 
shrewd management has brought it from a 



small Ueiiinuiug to be the foremost Nor- 
wegian newspaper in Wisoonsin, and its 
present position and worth in the newspaper 
world are too well known to require Airlher 

mention. 

Mr. Evensen is a stanch Repnblican, and 
Vaifdtn is a valuable oigan in the service of 
that par^. 

-^^^^^^ <V 

fOHK A. SALZER, deceased, late presi- 
dent of the John A. Salsnr Seed Com- 
pany, was a native of Dettinger, Wiir- 
temburt;. Germany, born DccemixT H, 1823. 
iie emigrated to America in tirst set- 

tling at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and later 
removing to Galena, Illinois. He entered 
the ministry of the German Methodist Church 
and wa^ .stationed at Des Moines, Iowa, and 
sul)bequeiitly at Iowa City, Iowa; Manitowoc, 
West Bend and Baraboo, Wisconsin; Peru, 
Illinois, and La Crosse, Wisconsin, at each 
])tace remaining the full length of time per- 
mitted by the chun li rnlo«. He was every- 
where snccesstui as a pautor, not only in 
marked aiiditions to the membership, but in 
each of the above poiuta he dther built and 
. paid lor either a parsonage or church. In 
j La Crosse under his pastorate, from 1866 to 
1S09, he purchased the present site of the 
First German Methodist Church, und re- 
moved the old church thereon, which has now 
given way to the new. 

In 1809, on account of ill health, he with- 
drew fnun the active ministry and devoted 
Ids full time to the greenhouse business, 
which to-day has assumed such mammoth 
proportions that it is looked upon by seeds- 
men as t!ic largest mail order business of the 
kind in America In I'nHP) he came to La 
('rosse and e.-tahl irthed tlie La Crosse Floral 
Gardens. From a t>n)ail lieginning the buKi- 
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ness has trrown to mammoth projwrtions. 
He bnilt ^cvoral greenhoiieee and conducted 
a gentaral plant trade. He owned and eon- 
trolled neveral thonaand acres devoted ex> 
clusivoly to the growth of Beetle and plants, 
this land l>fiii;^ located in WieoooBiDf Min- 
nesota, Dakota and utiier State?. 

Mr. Salzer's system of saving oiilj the 
beat floed and testing the rame carefolly be- 
fore placing ii[K>t! t!u« market^ created a large 
deinnnrj for hia northern-grown seeds. For 
years he made a specialty of farm fiee<l«. and 
iu tbifl Hue be led all Aiuerican dealers. He 
waa known aa introducing many ehoioe, new 
varietiee of potatoes, wheat, oats, barlejr and 
corn, an<l won n rppi)t;iti')ii which extended 
from tlic Atlantic to the Pacific coast. 

In iiis annnal catalogue iie tiius described 
ilia early love for flowera: "fVom early 
childhood I hare been passionately fond of 
flowers. Tlif summer days were always 
spent in my parents' garden. Great heds of 
phlox, panstes, verbenas, portulaca, stock, 
sweet William, fuur-o*eloeks, eandy I uft, bal- 
sam, etc, etc., were my daily delight My 
boyhood was spent in the garden. My &ther 
being a nurseryman and gardener, my young 
manhood found me there; indeed, there is no 
place I feel so completely at home aa when 
anrronnded with plants and flowers.** 

In 1886 Mr. Salzer founded the John A. 
Salzer Seed Company, oT wliich hp was pre.-i- 
deot. This is ouu of ttie leading enterprises 
of IeOnMae,and itafoander was well worthy 
of the aaccess that attended his under- 
takings. lie died January 22, 1802. 

He was a lihora!, unostentatious benefac- 
tor. Many a needy family, where his quiet i 
thoDgb substautial assistance was kuown, will 
miss him. In his ehnreh, that is nnder the 
Ger Methodists of America, he is known 
ah betK.'vuIent Father Sa!:rer, atut his gifts to 
the orphan ssylous, the widows, the aged 



people, the needy prfaebers, tlie educational 
cause, and for mission work among the Ger- 
mans, lliuugh quietly given, ran into thon- 
sandsof dollars. 

From the effect of the death of Mrs. 
Salzer, which occnrrt'd llio 27tli of June, 
1886, Mr. Salzer never fully rallied. Theirs 
had always been an exceptionally happy mar- 
ried life, and his death is bat the fnlfilliuMit 
of his fondest wish, to be reenited with her 
1 whom he so tendi rlv loved. 

He leaves in addition to his children, 
George, Ueury A., John I*., Uen. F.. Mrs. 
Anna Ran, Bertha and Emma, all grown np 
and living hero, cxeept Ben. F., who is in 
tlie liitiiber luisiness in Don ver. Colorado, one 
aged brother and sinter, the former livinj^ in 
Freeport, Illinois, the latiur iu Centralia, 
Washington. 




E7. WILLIAM DAVY TliOM AS, l*h. 
D., was born in the Principality of 
Wales, January 5, 1846, and was reared 



to maturity in the city of Glasgow, Scot- 
land. His parents, Davy and Elizalietti (Da- 
vies) Thomas, were also natives of Wale:', and 
the famiUe« were Celts for many generations 
back. The fatlier and mother both died in 
1856, the former in May, and the latter in 
September, so tbat in early years he was de- 
prived of that tender parental care which 
means su much to childhood. At the age of 
thirteen years he was apprenticed to Messrs. 
Shoalbied, merchants oi LoikIum. wliom be 
i served two years. A deposit of two hun- 
dred pounds sterling were required for this 
instruction. At the end of his apprentice- 
ship, he entered the Ghisgow University, 
where he studied three years, although an 
accident prevented his finishing the course. 
He came to America for his health, and iq 
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1800 Lmmmiuo h etadent at Princeton College, 
from whieh inatitotiOD he was (;riidnatf]d in 
1670, with the d^reea of A. B. and A. H.» 

in 1S73, taking a fellowffhip in mental and 
nioivfl philosophy, valued at fl.OOO. lie 
etudiod cue jr«ar after hie graduation, under 
Ur. MeCoali, and thea entflred tlie Theologi- 
cal Department of Prinoeton- He waa gradn* 
Bted from Union Thtiological Seminary, in 
1S73, and matricnlated nt the Uriiv»_'i-sify 
ot Leipsic, where lie retnained one year; 
ho then went to Berlin, and in 1875 he re- 
ceived the degree of Ph. D. He retnmed to 
America in 1870, and became pastor of West- 
minster Prcsl»ytc»rian Churdi, lyravrnwoith, 
Kaut^aB. At'ter eighteen months B}>eiit in 
thia work ho wa$ obliged to resign ou account 
of ill health. He was aflerward called to 
Winona, Minnesota, mA bad been there three ! 
ypfirs and a half wlieii \\c nccopted a cull to , 
the r'ir?t Pre«i1>rtfri:in ( liurrli at La Crosse, 
coming to this city in December, 1880, and 
serving this choreh eight and a half year«; 
daring this time tlie present fine edifice wa« 
erected. In May, IS89, he accepted a call to 
the I*t»rird of JMi^^sinni* <if the Wi=e<ni!iin 
Synod, and has been a most zealous servant 
in this cause. In 1890 he delivered 150 
regaiar serinon«, and lectured to 100 audi- 
ence)^, traveling 66,000 miles. He is anper- 
intundent of the Hoard of I fume Missions, 
Synod of Wisconsin, with purtnanent head- 
quarterit at La Crone. He is a gentleman 
of rare mental attainments, gifted with elo- 
qnence and strong persuasive powers. His 
leisure lioiirf are ^pont with fhe companiouH 
of his lit'etimc, book8, of which he has sev 
eral thousand carefully selected volumes. 

Mr. Thomas is tlie only son of a family of 
iive children: Sarah married J. W. Thomas, 
and Mary tnnrripd Wit!t*T SHmiifl, fiiit]i tesM 
ing in Carditf, Wales; Marj^areita married J. 
£. DhvIx, and Charlotte is the wife of W. E. ' 



Jones; these two reside in Liverpool. Mr. 
Thomas is the only representative of his 
&mily in America. His father was a builder 

and contractor, and p .^^ed hie life in Wales. 

Thirteen years of the life of our siihitct 
have been spent iu college. His library, 
which nnmlmv 6,000 volumes, is valued at 
$13,000. Politically he adheres to the prin- 
ciples of the Repulilicufi parry. lie is a 
member of Fronficr Lod;,'*', Nd. 45, A. F. «fe 
A. M., of Smith Cliapter, No. 13, K. A. M., 
and of La Crosse Commandry, No. 9. E. T. 

The First Presbyterian Church of La Crosse 
wa.H organized August 23, 1866, by Rev. J. 
Irwin Smith, T). D,. witli twenty-one Tticm- 
bers. Ten years Dr. Smitli was elected to 
the pastorate of this church, and iu June, 

1880, Mr. Thomas succeeded him. The pres- 
ent boautit'ol building, the result of the seal 
of Mr. Thomas, was dedicated u-> the worship 
of God November 25. lss;<, tlie liev. Dr. 
Herrick Johnson of ('iiicjigo preaching the 
sermon. The society has had a steady and 
prosperous growth, and numbers among its 
members over 100 families. 

■(. ;■ .>. — 

fAMES B. MURRAY, of the firm of 
Miller & Murray, general grocers in La 
. Crosf-e, was born at H rasher Falls. St. 
Lawrence county, New York, September 3, 
185H, a son of John and Julia (Lynch) Mur* 
ray, natives of the city of Dnnmanway, 
county Cork, Ireland. His father came to 
America when a young man, locating in St. 
Lawrence county, Mew York, and died in 

1881. The widow still survives, residing 
with her youngest son, Dennis, on the old 
home:>tead in St. Lawrence COUUty. 

Jjiirii'^ i-?., i>iir Ptih]tTt. wnp rt*arpd to f'tiriti 
life, and complett'd his education at Lawrence- 
ville and Amsterdam Academies, graduating 
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at the latter Juue 2C, 1876, iu a clane of 
thirteen. He tiiea followed te&ching and 
feed law in the oflioe. of L C. Lang, since 
then District Attornpy of St. Lawrence 
county. It was in 1883 tliat Mr. Murray 
came to La Crosae. iiie tiret j>uHitiun was 
that of foramatt for a jear on the Chicago, 
Burlington ft JNorthem railway, and atter- 
ward waa duperintendent of construction tor 
the firm of Willis «fe Rappa. In 1888 )je 
left that position, and formed his present re- 
lation in hnuneaa. He has alwaye taken an 
aetiTB part in poblie mattera. He ia at pvM- 
Oit Alderman for the First Ward, and as a 
member of the City Council he is serving on 
the oommitteea on Light, Fire, Police, liail- 
roada, Sewen and Piiblie Buildings, being 
Ohairmaa of the Gommitteea on Fire and 
Lighting. He has served aa Preeideut of 
I)ivi<«ion No. 1, A. O. H. ever sinee its or> 
ganization. 

He waa married in l^ew York, to Elisabeth 
A. Connolly, a native of Bt. Lawrenoe county, 
New York, and a danghter of John and 
Ellen (Desmond) Connolly, natives of county 
Cork, Ireland. Mr. and Mrs. Mun-ay are 
members of the congregation of St. Mary's 
Chnreh (Roman Catholic). 

SRANK BROWN, general blacksmith 
and carriage and wagon*mak»r, La 
GroMO, waa bom in Whitewater, Wal- 
worth county, Wisconsin, December 27, 
1867, a ?on of Joft*ph and Dorcas (Cliappel) 
Brown. His father, a cooper by occupation, 
was a native of Hew York State, and bis 
lather waa a native of Ireland, who early 
settled in New York State. Jo&eph Brown 
served as a soldier al>out throe and n half 
years in the war of the rebellion, as a private 
in a Wisoonein regiment, enlisting at White- 



water. Ilib wife was of Masisachaaetts an- 
oeatrj. 

Mr. Frank Rrown grew to manhood in 
Wiscon-iitt ai.d Mitmt'SOta, and lietran to 
ius.siime his own re!>pnn'-i'>ilitit'6 wlieii a iiu're 
lad, learning blackfiuuliuiig at Farmington, 
Warren county, Pennsylvania. He came to 
La Crosso county iu 1879, and has ever since 
carried on his trade iiere continuously. Pre- 
vious to 1S79 he wa< peven years at Middle 
Ridge, engaged at his trade, and also served 
two years aa Postmaster, and as Constable 
and Township Treaanrer, eaoh one term. He 
returned to La Croexe in 1887. and for the 
tirst two years was (■unstable; he ia now 
Alderman for the Twentieth Ward. 

He was married at Middle Ridge, No- 
vember 2, 1860, to Hiss Uaggte Brecht, a 
native of Germany, and they have one son, 
Herbert, who waa born August 10, 1882. 

ON. ALEXANDER MoMILLAN, who 

has fur Tnany years been a cotippienons 
figure ill one of Wisconsin's greatest in- 
dustries, wa» born in tiie township of Fiucii, 
Stormont county, Province of Ontario, (^it- 
ada, October 23, 1825, and is a son of 
l^uncan B. ami ilary (McMillan) McMillan. 
His parents were Ixirn inLochabi r, Inverness- 
shire, Scotland. The father was a merchant 
in Glaagovv for aome years previoas to his 
emigration to America. He left hia native 
land in 1815, and settled in Canada, where 
he enp^aged in farmingr. Soon after his 
arrival in that country he was united iu mar- 
riage with Mary McMillan, who, though a 
native of the aame part of Scotland and of the 
same name, was not relatei^I to him. They 
liad eleven cliildren: Daniel, John, Christian. 
Mary, Aloxauder, Angus, D. li., Catherine, 
Mai^aret, Ewen H., Dnnean B. and Allan. 
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Th« fattier was an «Ider die Presbyterian 
Chnrc'li, ainl trained his cliildreii strictly ac- 
cording to the doctrines of thnt faith. 

Alexander pojMcd his boyhood and yonth 
in bis -native place, attending the csommon 
schools and doin^; the lighter work on his 
father's farm. Attaining his mnjority. he 
removed to the State of New' York, wlierelie 
spent about four years iu variouo occujjatiuas. 
Ill the spring of 1850 he took passage on a 
•teamboat at Frenoh Creek, New York,^bound 
for the West, and settled in Madison, Wis- 
consin, and was there cmploTed as a clerk for 
three months. During a part of the time he 
also taught a .tight seUooI. 

Afc the end of lliat period he went to Port- 
age, Wisconsin, where he remained an til 
1852, when he formed a partnership with his 
brother, John, for tlie pnrpose of conducting 
a baaineM in the great lamber diitrict. They 
eetabliehed their headquartera at La Oroase, 
and tlicir firm conatitatad the first Black 
liiver Lo^tjing Company, and took the fir'st 
log ratt that ever went down the Mississippi 
to St Louis, in the spring of 1858. The en- 
terprise grew to mammotb proportions, and 
in 1864 a younger brother, Duncan D., was 
admitted to the firm, the name then l>eing 
ciianged lo J., A. »fe D. D. McMillan. A 
year later, on the death of the senior brother, 
it beeame A. A D. D. MeHilUD, and the 
■ 1 -hiess was so oondncted for many years. 
In 1864 the Black River ImprovtMncnt Com 
pany was organized, with one of this tirm as 
president. 

U]x>n the orgastaation of the La Crosse 

Oas Light Company, Mr. McMillan became 
its president, ariii sifter tfie formation of the 
Eleetric Li^lit ('omjtaiiy in l^'^a Liie interest 
was sold to that corporation. In October, 
1878, he became by parohase sole owner of 
the iNeshonoc mills at Weet Salem, Wiscon- 
•in, aud under hia management the prodocts 



of these mills became widely known for ite 
superior merit. In ISSl the mills were en- 
tirely remodeled under the personal super- 
vision of Mr. McMillan, and now poetess one 
of the best water powers in the State. At 
West Salem he also <Jwno<l the Noslmnoo 
stock farm to wlilcli lie devoted much time 
and attCTition, givintr especial care to the 
breetliiig and raising of live-stock, and his 
stables showed some of the beat standard- 
bred Ilambletonians of recorded speed, and a 
tiiJL- licrd ( f Aldt rncy cattle. The stock farm 
and mill have recently passed into tlie hands 
of his son, Samuel D., who, in 1891, had the 
mill entirely rebuilt, and supplied with tlie 
latest and most approved maeliinery. 

Although not a politician in any sense, 
Mr. McMillan has frefjiieiitly been honored 
with public otHce and positions of trust and 
responsibility. He has served several jeara 
as a member of the Cit^ Council, for several 
years wa9 County Snjiervisor, and for two 
yeurs was chainnan of the County lioard. 
He was Mayor of La Crosse in 1371, and 
churman of the Brard of Trade in 1876. In 
1872 he was elected a member of the State 
Legislature on the Bepnblican ticket, and in 
1S7;5, the year of the <i^reat financial crisis, he 
was chosen president of the First National 
Bank of La Crosse. He is au ardent tem- 
perance advocate, and was president of the La 
Crosse Temj^rance r.«8gne in 1S73. 

In October, 1858, he was united in mar- 
riage to Miss ISarah L., a daughter of Mer- 
rick and Mary E. (Sherwood) Parker. They 
had bom to them four ehildren: Mary, 
Angle, Samuel D. and Jesse. Of these only 
Samuel D. remains, the otliers baring died 
in infancy or early (diildhood, Samuel D. was 
married to Mi»8 May, daughter of John 
Clark, a merchant' of West Salem; they are 
the parents of three children: Clark, Parker 
and Harry. He was a partner and manager 



BIOOBAPHIQAL niSTO&T. 



1«S 



of tlM baaiiMB* honM of MoMinan & 600 in 
La Croeee, whidi wm diMontiaued in 1890. 

In 1883 oar subject and hie wife made a 
trip to Europe, visiting the olil homestead in 
Scotlaud, Ireland, England and the Conti- 
nflat, md making a voyage of the Kediter- 
nnmn. Ail the principal European citios 
were touched, and thoroiij^hly enjoyed. Mr. 
McMillnn wa-s much gratitiL*d that ho was 
able to converse in the old Gaelic language 
which he had neither heerd nor apokm, ex 
eept occasionally, ainoe hia childhood. He 
and his wife are nrjemhers of the Conj^ref^a- 
tioiial Church, and he bflongs to tlie Ma- 
sonic order. Mrs. McMillan is a lady of rare 
mental endowmenta and artiatie attainnwnta. 
8he ia an artiat of no amall merit, and while 
abroad ahe improved the i«\c4^'l!cnt oppor- 
tunities afforded for ptudy and ubservation. 
These worthy people have accumulated ample 
means for the gratification of enltivated 
taatea, and are anrronnded with every comfort 
which modern invention cmw suggest. In 
addition to the property already mRiitioried, 
Mr. McMillan owns several business houses 
and dwellings, the McMillan Building on the 
corner of llain and Fonrth atreeta being one 
of the finest in the city. He ia a man of 
tiroad public spirit, and has always encour- 
aged by his incaus and personal intluence 
those enterprises which have had fur their 
object ^ beat intereata of the community. 




Jj^EV. KATliEH KUJAJS G. BEYEK, 
f|d^ chaplain of St. Boae Convent, ia a na- 
^Hl tive of the State of Wiaoonaia, born 
near the city of Milwaukee, April 21, 1856. 
He received his earlier education at Pio Nono 
College, near Milwaukee, and sabaequeotlj 
entered St. EVaneia Seminary, at St Franeia, 
Wiaeonsin. After completing the prescribed 



I conrae of atndy, he waa ordained a prieat of 

I the Roman Catholic Church. Thia moat im- 

porfatit event of bis care<»r oectirred in Jnne^ 
, 1885, immediately alter which he was as- 
signed to duty as pastor in charge of a con- 
gregation at fiig River, Pierce county, Wia- 
eonsin. He remained there three years, and 
' since 1888 be has been chaplain of St Boae 

Cnnvpnt. 

By virtue of this office, Father Beyer is 
Secretary of the Dioceae School Board, aa 
well as of the Orphans' Asylum, and gives 
religious instruction to those in training in 
the convent, and also to the children of the 
orphan schools. These schools stand in the 
same rekition to bim that the parodiial 
achoola of the congregation ansbun to their 
respective priests in charge, that is, principal. 
Father Bever has bet>n a faithful servant in 
the cause he has espoused, and those persons 
to whom he has miniatered, either in the 
capacity of priest or inatruetor, hold him in 
the higheat eateem and the kiadeet regard. 

I xm ar. fbakoib noanTAL, 

I ttodov the juriadietion of the Roman Catholic 
Church, waa erected by the Frandacan 
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration in 1888; in 
1HS7 an addition, known as the west wing, 
was erected, and in 1890 the chapel or eaat 
wing was erected. It » a mammoth atnie< 
tnre of brick, built by the Franciscan Slatera 
of Perpetual Adoration without other aid. 
It is of a modern architei^tnral desijjn, and 
arranged witit all modern appliances for com- 
fort and convenience; it is heated by steam, 
lightad by electricity, and haa ample aewer- 
age and water supply. There are six wnrda 
to rtc'cornmodate abont fifty patients; thirty- 
live private rooms for about fifty patients; in 
addition to this there are the dormitories for 
the Siatera in charge, capable of aeoommo* 
dating about one hundred. 
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Vor the care of patients afflicted with cun- 
tagioiie dtHea^ee, a hiiildiiitr Buiiiewltrtt fli^tant 
froin the main hot>pitul lias been |>urcha«ed, 
having its awn morgw and other appliances, ^ 
thus entirely eeparatmg oontafpoo from the i 
the main liobpital. A morgue with base- 
ment for poet- mortem work has l)een erected 
adjuceut to the main hoH.pital. Tiie main 
building IB ISM) feet in length and 24 feet 
wide, four etoriee high besides the basement; 
in the latter are the kitche]i, dining-rooms, 
bakery, laundry, etc. Tho west adilitiuii is i 
40 X 80 t'eet, aod the eame heigiit as tiie iualn 
bnilding. The east wing is nsed mainly lor 
a ohapel, tiioagh then are serersl rooms for 
hospital piirpoHes. It Ik 40 x 56 feet, four 
stories high. All the cookinfj, making and 
mending of clothes, etc., iti done on the 
pretniiies. Groceries, dry-goods and pro- 
visions are purchased at wholesale in Ln 
Crosse. 

Sister Rose has been at the liend of the 
institution since it wasopeneil for patients in 
December, 1883. The formal opening and 
dedieation, whieh were pnblio, ooearred in 
January, 1884. About $1,500 have been re- 
ceived from citi/.t'iis of La Crosse; this was 
to aid ill t'uriiisliiiifr tlio biiilditiix. The hos- 
pital was dedicated by Uight iiev. Bish(»p 
Flasch, now deceased. Sister Matilda has 
charge of the dispensary and of the books of 
the institution, and attends to the corre- 
epondcnee and tinancial atTaire. She htm m an 
assistant in the dispensary, Sister Theodora. 
Both are regularly licensed under the laws of 
the State of Wisconsin. 

Dnring the past ronr over 400 patients re- 
ceived trmtment. and for six years previous 
an annual average of over 300 have been 
treated. The present year, ISOl, about 400 
ha?e been enrolled to September. Six reg- 
ular nurses have been on duty all the time, 
besides others connected with different 



branclii^s cf the iiiiititutiuu, who render aid 
wlien needed. One n)ale nnrs-e is hired hy 
the Sisters. Attending physicians are t^e- 
lected from among the city phyi^icians as the 
patients themselvee may desire. Mo inter- 
ference is made with these selections. The 
Unittd Statt^s provides a physician fur the 
Marine Hospital, aud the city, for the treat- 
ment for the patients treated at the ex- 
pense of the city. The Marine Hospital of 
the United States has one wartl under charge 
of the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Ador- 
ation. The expeusea of the iustitutiou are 
provided for by those who reoeire treatment^ 
though no one is turned away because unable 
to pay. Usually there are from twelve to fif- 
teen charity patiptit?. There are two si^ters 
employed in the laundry departn^eut, four iu 
the kitchen, two in the dining-rooms — these 
jointly attending to the housekeeping. The 
entire building is kept scrupulou.sly neat and 
clean, and perteet order reigns in every de- 
partment. 

ST. MICHABb's BQTS* OBPHAM ASYLVU 

was oj>ened in IS'75, the Right Rev. Arch- 
bishop Michael Heiss olliciatiiig. I'lie school 
was opened with six l)oys, and the girls were 
also taught in the same school. Up to the 
present time (1891) 809 boys have been eared 
for in the institution. Eleven inmates, boys, 
have died since the opening of the school. 
Two have been Ptnit to the State Industrial 
School because unmanageable. One of these 
boys was reoeLved at the orphanage by ex- 
press, being fastened in a box, on the top of 
which M-as the usual inscription, "This side 
up.'' Three infants have )>Qcrt found at the 
door of the institution, l^eing found on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, though 
not in atM BMne year, they were aumamed 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. In a 
few instanoes children have been brought by 
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one of the parents, who hare never been seen 
or heard from thereafter. One instance is 
cited where the father brought his little boj, 
neftrljr naked, hungry and cold, left Itiin in 
theMylam Mven jc«m,oontnbating nothing 
to his giipport, and stole him awsy in Hay, 
1891! 

This sciioul is under the niauHgeinent of 
tho Franciscan Sietera of Perpetual Adora- 
tion, wboee devotion to humanity and self- 
aaerifieing interest deserves the highest 
cuminendHtion. The school is (listiiietively 
Cathuiic, admittance being restricted to ctiil- 
dren born of Catholic pareuta. The records 
of tiie aehoot, whieh are oarefally kept by 
Sister Fbtronilla, show many sad cases of 
neglect, abuM and deseirtion by pananta and 
kindred. 

One Bad story told by the Sister ia the fol- 
lowing: A boy was given by his father to a 
negro, and the child wept bitterly, fearing to 
go with the black man. A Franciscan Father 
came along, askeil ihfj negro the price of the 
child, and finally paid him ^0 fur the little 
sufferer. This diild is now an inmate of the 
Mshool, and has been since 1S88. 

In the school there are three rooirii^ and 
three teachers, beginning with a kindergarten 
of little hoye iu dresses. The children are 
tanght the elementary branches of both Eng- 
lish Mid German, inolttdiog drawing, book- 
keeping, civil govern ment, caliathenics, Ch ris- 
tian doctrine, etc. The pnpils are snpportL'i] 
by collections taken up annually in the dio- 
ceie and by the charitable asaistanoe of the 
Sisters of St. Rose Oonvent, anless their 
keeping is provided for by their parents. 
Ten Sifters are employed in the building in 
the various departmeuta, but do not receive 
any compensation for their services. The 
boys are tanght to work, and are required to 
do snch little chores as they can perform. 

Sister Bridget has been with the school 



ever since it was eetablished. Sister I^ne- 

dicta is the present Superior. Sister Petro- 
uiila has taught in the school since 1884, and 
now has charge of the highest class in the in- 
stitntioQ. 

ST. kVVi*9 ORPHAN ASTLITII, 

tbr girls, was erected in 1889, and September 
20, of the same year, the orphan girls were 
transferred from Sparta, their fromer home, 
to the present building in La Crosse, which 
is in charge of the Franciscan Sifitcrs of 
Perpetnal Adoration. The school opt-ned 
with thirty-nine girls. Orphan children uf 
Catholic parentage in tlie Diocese of La 
Crosse are admitted, though in oases of ex- 
treme nccesnitv cliildreu of Protestant parent- 
age have been rcctiived. 

The building is the property of St. ii-oBB 
de Yiterbo*s Oonvent of the Franciscan Sis- 
ters, and is locateii jnst opposite St. Prands 
Hospital, on Market street. Children are re- 
ceived at all agef tip to tweive yenrs. They 
are fed, clothed and cared tor, receiving care* 
fnl educational and religions training. At 
present savmty girls are in the institution, 
ranging in age from three to sixteen years. 
The average of inmates is now less than ten 
years. At the age of seventeen or eighteen 
girls are expected to go out and provide for 
themselves, though the asylnm is always 
open to former occupants, and they are tanght 
to regard the institution as their home, and 
ar(^ welcome to it when sick or out of em- 
ployment* In case a surviving parent is able 
to eontribnte to the support of a child left to 
the institution, he is expected to do so; bat 
in cAse tlie parent ii? nnablc to aid in her 
support, the institution provides for her 
entirely. Children left at the school may be 
reelairaed and taken away by parent or guard- 
ian at any time. In this regard the institu- 
tion is unlike the other schools of the same 
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ehunMstor, when a ehild must be snrrendared 

unconditionally before it will accepted. 

The building is furnished to accommodate 
125 diildrea. On the premises they are 
tftu^^t tluwe things whieb in later life will be 
iDoet aaef al to tboie in their tphere— knitting, 
sewing, ironing, washing, cooking and general 
honeekeepin^ being matters to which strict 
attention is given by competent ioetructors. 
Fancy work, drawing and vocal mneie are 
taught in connection with the other atudies 
of the adiool. The conrae indadeB reading, 
writing, arithmetic, grammar, physiolotry, 
United States history, and church hi»tory 
with the catechism. They are taaght to read 
German if desired. 

ST. ROSE DE vrrERno's tonvent, 
of the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual A<!or- 
ation. The main building of this institution 
was erected in 1870, and in 1872 the north 
wing and chapel were added; in 1874 the 
aonth wiii^' waa hnilt^and in 1S76 the Chapel 
of Adoration was completed. The main 
structure is 160 feet in iongtli with pmjoct- 
ing wings, making a building wliieh is an 
ornament to the city and a credit to the en- 
terprise and eelf-saerifioing spirit of the Sis- 
ters having the matter in chnrgc. 

In this convent the varidus liranches of 
educatiou as well as music and the arts are 
taaght to tboee desiring to become oonico 
crated to the work of the listers. There are 
280 of the IVanciftcan Sisters belonging to 
tins order. One hundred of these are em- 
ployed in La Crosse in the orphan schools, 
aaylnnw and hoepitals and city parochial 
schools. Thirty'Six mieeioii schools are sup- 
plied with teachers from the convfflit. In 
the l>ui]<ling there is a clnse of fifteen yonng 
ladies, studying and fitting theiueelves for 
the work of teaching. Yoeal and instm- 
mental maeic are taught bj competent teseh- 
ers, and manj of the beet protestant hmilies 



in the city are patrons of this department. 
Various instrmncntR are tautrht, besidcp the 
piano and organ. In tite art department the 
lineet wax and needle work are done. All of 
the clothing, bedding, etc, need in the iosti- 
tntion are made and kept in repair in the 
building, even to repairing eludes. Firing of 
the different fnrnaces and attending the heat- 
ing apparatus are done by the Sisters, besides 
the keeping of the extensive groonds and 
flower gardens. It is a most attractive spot 
and furnishes many shady nooks for study 
during the heated puiiimer months. This 
convent is the general home for the Francis- 
can Sisters of Perpetaal Adoration within 
the diocese of La Crosse, and during vacation 
or when sick they return to this home. 

Niother Liidovica is the present superior, a 
position slu! lias held with crfnlit to lierself 
and honor to the institution sine^ Jauuary, 
1882. jJhe sncoeeded to this ptMition on the 
death of Mother Antonia, who was the iirst 
superior, and to whose energy, tact and in- 
dustry tlie institntion is greatly indetjte<i. 
The convent is regularly incorporated under 
the laws of the State in the name of the 
Franciscan Sisters of Pcrpetnal Adoration. 
The chapel of P. A., as the name implies, 
ifi where the scriptural injunction, to pray 
without ceasing, is faithfully complied with; 
two Sisters may be seen at devotion at any 
honr in the day or night; they remain at 
prayers one honr, wlicn tliey are relieved by 
two others, they in turn being relieved after 
an hour's devotion, and so on, ad it^nitum. 
This has eontitttted for tlie last thirteen years, 
and at no period dnring that time has the 
constant devotion ceased for one moment. 
The chapel is one of the most l>eantiful it 
has been the privilege of the writer to visit. 
The altars and furnishings are elegant and 
artistic, while the room itself is simply 
architeetaral perfection. 
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Sister Clara has diarge of the muaifr de- 
partment; ehe teaehea the piano, organ, pipe 
organ, violin, harp, mandolin, zither, gnitar, 
dalcimer, auto-harp, also vocal rausic. She 
has been with the inetitntion since 1871, and 
has tangbt the miisfe for ten years past. 
Sister Seraphioe has charge of the Normal 
School eonnectcd with the eonvpnt. Here 
yonntj ladit-s are titted for teaching in the 
parochial schools and orphan as^'lams, under 
the jnnsdietion of the chnroh; she has ooen* 
pied her present position for three years past, 
and has proviously tmi^ht at difrorent pltices 
under the auspices of tlic church tor twenty . 
years. Sister Bonaventare is assistant in the 
mnaie department. 



^AMPTON B. SMITH, insurance, real- 
IMI estate and loan agent, Batavian Bank 
Bnilding, La Oitwsef was bom in OooU 
Spring township, Mercer county, Pennsyl- 
vania, Fphrtiary 2R. 1^88, and is tlie mn of 
John W. and Susan ^Bean) Smith, natives of 
Feonsjlvaiiia; the parents wwe bom in the 
year 1800; the mother died in March, 1860, 
and the fatber survived until 1868. John 
W. Smith w.is a farmer, merchant nnd hnn- 
bermao, and never removed from his native 
State. The family consisted of live sons and 
three daughters: J. Irwin Smith, D. D., John 
G., Samuel F., Mary A., widow of Nathaniel 
Osborne; TS'aricY A., Louisa L., wife of A. A. 
Thomaa, and Hampton B., the i^uhject of this i 
biography; the remaining son died in youth. 
Hampton B. was edncated in 'his native j 
county, the latter part of his school days | 
being spent at the academy at Mercer, Penn- 
sylvania. At the age of nineteen years he 
began teaching schoul, and was employed in 
both public and jwirate schools in Heroer 
and Alleghanir oonntiea. In 1869 be went 



lo Ontonsgon, lliehigaa, and derked in a 

store there for two years; at the end of that 
time he formed a partnerfliip in the mercan- 
tile business with his former employer's 
brother, which existed until 1868, when he 
bonght his interest and managed the store 
alone for a time; he then took another part* 
ner, to whom ho finally sold the entire hm\- 
neas. In the fall uf lie went to Eticanaba, 
Michigan, engaged in murcantilt; pursuits 
which he disposed of in 1871, coming in that 
year to La Crosse. Here be became general 
af^ont for tbfi Itepnblic Life Insurance Com- 
pany, hut this proving unsatififaetory he 
embarked in the milling business in partner- 
ship with John £. Davis, now of fit. Planl, 
Minnesota. This relationship existed abont 
a year and a half, when Mr. Smith purchased 
the entire business and conducted it about 
one year alone, selling out and engaging in 
his present bnsiness. Ever since his resi> 
dence in La Crosse he has given some atten- 
tion to fire inenrence in connection with his 
other interests. He is now ^ivinof liis time 
exclusively to the business, and has a Unoly 
ftinisbed office in the Batavian Bank Bnihl- 
ing. 

Mr. Smith was married at Marquette, 
Michigan, to Miss Oriana Kdwards, a native 
of Ellsworth, Mahoning county, Ohio. They 
are the parents of three children: Joseph 
Edwards, bom September 18, 1887, at On. 
tonagon, Michifl^n, received his education in 
tlif La Cros^se pulilic seliools, at Galesvtlle 
University, and Lake Forest University; 
Anna £., born in i.a Crosse, January 24, 
1872, received her literary and mnsical edn- 
cation at ^^o^vyIl House, Toronto, Ontario; 
William Uipley died at the ag^ of thirteen 
tnoiiths. 

The ancestors for many generations have 
been Presbyterians. Afr. Smith has been an 
elder of the church for many yearn. He ic a 
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member of the Nineteenth Centurv Club, i 

I 

a litemrj organization numbering thirty, of 
the Knights of Honor, of the Legion of 
Honor, of the Ohoeen Friends and the United 
Workmen. Politicallj be affiliates with the 
Republican party, although his sympatbles 
are stroiiirly with tlie Probibition party. Ke 
served six years as Justice of the Peace in 
La Oresse and he was a member of the City 
Board of Eeeanaba, Michigan, durii^ his 
residenoe there. 

fAME8 L LAMB is a member of one of 
the best known and most deservedly pop- 
ular establishments in La Crosse, the firm 
in Lamb & Uekel, who are wholesale dealers 
in fraite and produce. Their transactions 
are eoodncted upon a hwge seale and their 
connections are of the most 6ub(<.tautial and 
gratifying cliaracter. Mr. Lamli was born 
in Matiison county, New York, in 1854, in 
which State his parents, Silas and Rbuda L. 
(Tattle) Lamb, were also bom, but are now 
residents of Fayette county, Iowa. The 
father lias devoted most of \\W life to fann- 
infif aud the raising, Imying and sflliniT of : 
stock, ami m he has lived in his preaeiit 
eonnty since 1868, he is well and fayorably 
known. He became the father of three 
children: Elmer, residing in Waterloo, Iowa, 
in which city he is engaged in the grocery 
business; Lottie, wife of Henry WiUey, of 
La Crosse, and James L, who received his 
initiatory training in Fayette, and afterwards 
entered the Upper Iowa University, where 
ho completed his course with the chiss of '74. 
He then turned his attention to civil engin- 
eering, but three years later began merchan- 
dising in Fayette, which bnsiness received 
his attention for one year. He spent about i 
the same length of time in Sheldon, after ' 



wliicli he embarked in the wholesale frnit 
butiiness in Siou.x City, but at the end of two 
years, or in 1885, he came to La Crosse, since 
whidi time he has sueeessfully followed bis 
present calling. His is, by common consent, 
tlie most reliable and beat known house of 
the kind in the city, none maintaining a 
higher reputation for integrity, and few, if 
any, enjoy a larger measare of. reeogniiion. 
The members of the hoirse are keen, intelli- 
gent business men, thoroughly conversant 
with all the requirements of the trade and 
eminently popular in meeting all its demands. 
They deal in all kinds of green fruits and 
TSgetables, and their business is constantly 
and rapidly increasing. Mr. Lamb was mar- 
ried in 1884 to Miss Georgia Hines, by 
whom he is the father of one child, Lloyd. 
Mr. Lamb takes little intereat in polities and 
nsuidly casts his vote for the man he con- 
siders most deserving, rather than in the in- 
terest of any party. He is a member of the 
K. of r., and he aud his wife move in the 
highest soeial <dreles of La Crosse, in which 
city they are well known and havo many 
friends. 

fOHN FOX, proprietor of the Tivoli 
Hotel and pleasure garden, the most 
popular report of its kind in the city of 
La Crnpsc Wieconein, was born in Bavaria, 
Genuuiiy, on July 28, 1828. He is the eldest 
of nine sons and one daughter bom to John 
M. and Harriet Fox. Of this family of 
children, George, Hans and our subject, came 
to America in 1853. Georjre enlisted shortly 
after President Liiu-oln'o call for 75,OOU men, 
and although daugeroutily wounded three times 
would not take a discharge. He always said 
he would not give up until the last *' Reb." 
was in the ditch. He was in the army of the 
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Potomw in tbe *< Iron Brigade," and was one 

of the bravest of tbe brave. lie wae killed 
in the battle of Gettysburg, when thirty- fonr 
years of age. llans Fox wae in America 
fouryoMV and thoii retamed to Germany, 
vU Great Britain, and while at Dover, Eag' 
land, was attacked bj thieves, bad his skull 
fractureJ, and was robbed of mueh money, 
bis watch and chain, et<^ 

John Pox, in early lille atndiaJ two and a 
ludf years for the miniatry of the Lnthemn 
Ohnreh. lie then abandoned that pursuit, 
and learneiJ the blacksmith trade, at which he 
worked six years in the old country, and focr 
and a half years in the United States, being 
one year and a half in Fittsbnrg, two years 
in Dubuque and one year in La Croaaa. He 
then learned tlie trade of tiiaisnn, bwfluse he 
could not (ret work hb a bliickt-inith , following 
tbe same sixteen years. He built tbe Tivoli 
Hutel in 1888, and haa been proprietor here 
since; and although he tnet with reverses in 
the way of fire^, etc., he is nicely fixed now, 
and alwiiys has Iiis house well [lutroiiized. 
lie has liold the office of Alderman four dif- 
ferent liroea, wai Conatable two years, held 
the oflke of Coroner foar years, was Street 
Commissioner two years, and for one year was 
Poor Comtnissioncr. lie has been Assistant 
Chief of th<3 fire department for live years, 
and for eight years was foreman of the Third 
W ard Fire Oompanj. 

He was married in Pittabnrg, Pennsylvania^ 
in 1x54. to Mifes Anna Barbcra, by whom he 
had fourteen ckildreu, those living being: 
William, married Olga Miller; Edda, clerk- 
ing; John, in Seattle, Washington; Charles, 
clerking in a hardware store in Chicago; 
Minnie, wife of Thomas Brook ; Louisa, wife 
of Charles Spragne of Chicago, engaged in 
the real-estate business; and Bertha, wife of 
ttr. Casson; and Jnlia, a student in CbicHgo. 
The mother died Mareli 7, 1888, at the age 



of fifHy-seTen years. Mr. Fox's second mar* 
riage occurred Angnst 14, 1890, to Mrs. 
Anna Hassing, of La Crosse. He is a mem- 
ber of the L O. O. F., and has been secretary 
of the L O. O. F. Mutual life losnranee of 
Wisoonsin, the past dxtera years. He has 
passed throagh all the chairs of that order, 
and lias been a delegate twice to tlie Crand 
Lodge. He has also been a member of the 
Tnroer's Society ainee 1867, and a member 
of the Germania Sooiety. In polities he is 
independent. Daring the war and until 
Horace Greeley ran for the office of Presi- 
dent, Mr. Fox was a Republican, but since 
then he has been Democratic and independ- 
ent. Mr. Fox is a very popular man, and 
when he ran for offloe he got votes from both 
sides. Wh!!<» be was mason and contractor 
ho built some of the largest fitone hinldinj^s 
in La Crosse, viz.: Gund's Brewery, City 
Engine House, Heasley's Bloek, Beharfft 
Ring's Block, Fniik's Foundry, Heilman'a 
Malt Honse, Mitchid";, Hrewery and Ran'a 
Block. In 1863, Mr. Fox was in the Provost 
Marshal's office, and was recruiting (»fiicer at 
the same time, recruiting seventeen men. 
He is a well-known and highly respeefed 
pioneer citizoii, "tricfly honest and possesalng 
many good qualities. 

^Jj^BXKR GILE, a well-known and highly 
ijTOV reHj>ected pioneer of La Crospe county, 
was !>orn in the State of New York, 
January 3, 1820, and is a son of Katban and 
Lydia (Y ates) Gile, natiTes of Vermont. The 
father followed agricultural pursuits all his 
life; his dcatli occurred in New York, to 
which State he had removed in 1881, at the 
age of ei;4hty-four years; his wife died two 
years later, aged eighty-two years. They were 
for many years consistent members of the 
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Baptist Church. They reared a family of ten 
eUildreti, of whom Abner OHe ww the fonrth- 
born. He resided io New Tork antil 1848, 
end dnriog the iattcr years of his residence 
then* was enpftj^tHl in farming. lie tlieii 
removed to Wuiikegan, Lake county, lllinuib, 
where he operated a sawmill, built piers and 
dooke in the lake, and pnrehaaed land which 
he oultivated until 18&0. In that year he 
went to California, bnt returned twelve months 
later. lie rt«Puino<l liis agricultural pursuits 
until November, 1854:, when he came to La 
Cruaae, and omharked in the Inmher trade, in 
whieli he has been actively engaged ever 
since. Ue owned at one time an interest in 
the La Crosse F.ninbflr Cofnpanv, hut has dis- 
posed of the same, lie was one of the pro- 
jectors and builders of the Linseed Oil Mill 
of La Crosse, a most serviceable industry to 
tlie city; it gives employment to twenty 
persons, and consumes raw material from 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Miaueeuta and Dakota; its 
prodncte are shipped to all parts of tlie civ- 
iliaed world, and the presoit year the smonnt 
of seed ground will be 175,000 husliolf*. The 
daily expense of the mill in fiUout $10M, which 
sum is distributed almost exclusively among 
citizens of La Crosse. Mr. Oile is also a 
stockholder in the Abattoir uf La Crosse, 
another important industry. He owns stock f 
in the Batavian Bank, of which lie is vice- 
president. He has a farm of 1,200 acres ip j 
Minnesota, and lias other investments in 
various enterprises in the city and connty. 
He is a man of superior 1>usiiie<4 <]ii:ilitica- 
tions, and every enterpri-<i wliich li:is re- 
ceived his support has uot fallen short of 
succebS. 

The reeideoce of Mr. Gile deserves more 
than a passing notice, as it is one of the finest . 

and most cypf'ti.-i vf in tlif t-ity. The Lit fronts j 
on Main strt'ot 210 t't^ot, and <jn Wo^f avo ' 
nue 280 feet, and contains the rueidence, barn 



and co;ich man's house. The house is eighty 
feet in length and forty in width, besides tho 
porch and drive. It ia two and a half stories 
above the basement. A room in the half 

story is large enough to accojnmodate fifty or 
sixty couples in n dnnco. The hniipp is Imilt 
on the latest plans, with all the modern con- 
veniences. 

On the first story are six rooms beeidea 
the hall, and three aksovM. The sitting room 
is 22x32, the parlor. 16x20; Mr. Gile's 
private room, ISxlS: wardrobe and bath 
room; kitchen, IG x 14; breakfast room, 
12x14; dining-room, 18x24. In the sec- 
ond story are eight rooms. 

It is safe to say that Mr. Gile i? well fixed 
and has a residence perhaps the most beauti- 
ful and complete in this portion of the preat 
Northwest. The name of the residence, Pas- 
adena, has reference to a fancy town near Loe 
Angeles, California, and is said to mean 
"Queen of the Valley." 

The barn is in keeping with the house. 
Both are built with jiref-ed brick and heated 
by furnaces. The barn iuus room for 
ooaohwanV family, for ten or twelve horses, 
three cows, basldes abundance of room for 
storing feed . 

In 1^13 ^fr GiU' was joined in marriage 
to MiK.s Mary K. Sin itli, (bmijlitpr of Orange 
and Mary ^KetchumJ Smith, and to them 
have been horn two children; Elsie D., wife 
of Ilobert A. Scott, and Wales Eugene, born 
December 14, 1863, who was killed when 
nine years of age by the accidental firinij of a 
pistol in the hands of a boy (riend. The 
mother died in September, 1877, aged fifty- 
thrse years. 

Politically Mr. Qile is identified with the 
Republican party, and liii^ ever been a strong 
adherent to tlic prin^-iplrti of tlmt organiza- 
tion. As a pioneer settler and a loyal citizen, 
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hp rcffivee tlic liiglicst respect of all wlin 
know him, and is in tn ery way worthy of the 
regard in which he is iield. 




UGUSTUS STFINLEIN, Police Judge 
of La Crosse, was bora in the city of 
Trevea, oo the Rhine, Prussia, Septem- 
ber 26, 1828, the Bon of Frmneis Joseph and 
Margareth (Herrig) Stein lein. Hi* father, a 
tenclier, whs empUtytn! by tlie Government all 
his Jit'ti from liis seventeenth year to his 
aeventieth, when his son, the subject of this 
eketeh, bronght him to America in 1873, and 
he spent the remainder of Iiis lito with lii» 
P(»fi AnpuHttjs, nnd his ilanghter, Mrs. Anna 
Wortmann, dying in I'.rooklyn, New York, 
at tlie age of about eigiily-one years. Of his 
family two eon« and three danghtors live in 
America, while one K>n and one daughter re- 
main in the old country, the Boa in Berlin 
and the daughter in Treves. 

Mr. Steinlein, who^e name heads this 
Bketch, completed hia aohooling in the g)'in- 
nasium of Treves, tangbt school two years in 
his native country, and in 1844 came to 
America, landing at New York city with but 
50 cents iu his puree. His tirt>t employment 
wai in the printing honie of Heury I^idwig 
de Co., Yewy ttreet. New York, three and a 
half years. His acqnirenioat of the English 
language waa &o rapid that he was ap()oiiited 
proof-reader in £n|;lish and German. In 
18iS€ he camo to La Crosse ouuutj, pur- 
ehasing 120 aeret of Qovernment land, and 
following farming here eix year», but de- 
voting thf! winter senpons to the Nordtif* id . 
which he had helped to establish. In 1862 
he became a partner in the business, and was 
connected with that paper two yiars, when 
be waB elected Register of Deeda for the 
county, and held that office four years, and 



since tliat time he has been Justice of the 
Peace. Fi-om 1879 to 1886 he was a mem- 
ber of the Board of Education of La Cro»se, 
and from 1870 to 1885 Poor OommiMioner. 
In the last civie eleven he was choaen Po- 
lice Judge. During his official career be bae 
married 2,300 eon plea! 

Mr. Steinlein has ever been a liberal con- 
tributor to the prea* of the city, and is ae- 
knowledged to be the •'poet lanreate'* of hie 
city and State. lie has issned two beaatifal 
editions of a collection of rare poetical gems, 
and is about issuing auothor volume. Ue is 
a member the Oermania Society, and an 
honorary member of tlie Third Ward Work- 
ingmen's Society. 

He was married in Nfw YorV. city to Mrs. 
Louisa Doelger, a native ot Germany, bom at 
Frankfurt-on-thu-Main, and they have one 
■on and five dani^ters, namely; LoniBa, wife 
of Joseph Yeck ; Fntncis Joseph, a cigar 
I manufacturer and Justice of the Peace; Au- 
i gusta, widow of Frnnk J. Toeller, who died 
j when City Alturuey of La Crosse; Hannah, 
wife of Henry Unker; Paulina, now Mrs. 
Louis I'illmans; and Emma, wife of Frank 
Ikrtel. 

fOSEPU ROTH, Treaanrer of the city of 
La Crop sc. wu^ bom in this city. Decern* 
her '29, l>i-")7. a ?on of Andrew and Mar- 
garet (jNi'thi lioth. liis father was born 
July 31, 1624, at the village of Earbach, 
nearWttraborg, Kingdom of Bavaria. He 
was a tailor by occupation, and alter his mar- 
riage to Anna Bauer he c«mf to America, in 
1^52, settling first in Southern Indiana, at 
Lauesville, near New Albany. His wife died 
at that piece, leaving no children. In May, 
1855, for his second wife he married, at 
Lanesville, Indiana, Mifls Margaret Neth, and 
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bj this onion bad twelve rhildreo, of whom 
five aoDB And three daughters survive. 

Id DeeemW, 1855, he came to La Crosse, 
where he engaged Id husinese as a merchant 
tailor, and afterward in genornl merchan- 
dising. In 1864 he entered tlie cracker and 
bakerj bosiness in partnership wiUi Frank 
Gvtgesell. In 1878 he sold ont to bis part- 
ner and engaged in the grocery trade until 
1878, wlien he rotinMl IVom htisimv-H. Jmiu- 
ary 14, 1884, he died, and was buried under 
the honors of St. Boniface Benevolent Society, 
wbieb be bad assisted very materially in or- 
ganizing, and he was in full crnnmunion with 
St. Joseph's Chnn h (Ciitln^lii ). Ife Iiu 1 served 
hii> chnreh triisti'tj, ami was a worthy offi- 
cial of the 6oetety whieli honored his funeral. 

Mr. Both, whose name beads this sketdi, 
supplemonted his comthon-f<-!KM>l rducation 
witli a coniraercial conrsc at the La Cmsse 
Bnpiiiess Collofre. His tirst fiiiir y<'ar(* in 
husinese was as clerk in liis father's htore. 
The next six years he was in the employ of 
Thomas Hogan,' as eierk and bookkeeper in 
the commission fruit trade. Later he was 
wit!i Mons Anderr^on in thft wholesale dry- 
goods trade, then witii Matt Weix, wholesale 
dealer in cigars. Leaving this latter bnstuess 
in 1886, be formed a partnwebip with his 
yotinger brother, Frank, in the ivtail grocery 
trade, which he eontiniuil until .Mnv, IS'JO. 
In July, 1890, he became stock clerk for the 
Standard Oil Company, and it was while he 
was engaged in this latter position that he 
was elecft (1 City Treasurer, lie is a inem- 
Vior of St. Boniface HfTievolcnt Soriety, 
having served it in utticial relations, and he 
and his wife are zealoas members of St. 
Joseph's Church (Catholic). 

lie was married in La Crosse, May 24. 
1881, to Miss Mary Wiskirchcn. n nnfise of 
Milwaukee and a daughter of Matilit-w mid 
Mary (Wiist) "Wifekirehen, from Trubeia. 



Mr. and Mrs. Rotti had three daughters who 
died ill infancy, and have three sons, namely: 
Joseph Matthew, Bernard Andrew and Arthur 
Henry. 

OHN WARREN DAVIS, proprietor of 
a general transfer business in La Crosse, 

was born in Washington county, Maine, 
in the town of Wesley, June 27, 1837, a son 
of David and Phebo (Grey) Davis. His 
father was a merchant in early life, and spent 
con^i k ruble time in the merchant marine of 
the United State*, making one trip to the 
Sandwich Islands. He died ou a farm in 
VernoD county, Wisconsin, in 1883. 

Mr. Davis, whose name heads this sketch, 
grew ttp in the town of Coo|)er, engaged in 
Inmbering in the pineries. In April, 1861, 
he fame to Wisconsin, stttliiig in Vernon 
county and engaging in farming. l>tiring 
the war he enlisted, at Viroqna, in Company 
I, Forty*seoond Wisconsin Volunteer In- 
fantry, iitiil w;is employed in provost duty to 
the close of the war. In l'<70 he moved to 
La Cros.se, where he has since l>een prioci 
pally engaged in contracting and ii the trans- 
fer business. He has served foar years in 
the (yity Council, and is now serving hie first 
term as Connty Supervisor from the Nine- 
teenth Ward of La Crosse. 

At Viroqua, in 1863, he married Miss 
Georgia E. White, a native of Worcester, 
Massachu-etts, and a daughter of William 
S. S. and V.nnu'r- fHiirefow) White Tlie 
f>arentA came to Wisconsin alKXit 1859, lo. 
eating in Vernon county. B'or six years Mr. 
White was Register of Deeds of that county. 

Mr. and Mrs. Davis have one son and 
throt* daughters, namely: Netti«\ wife of 
C!mr1f« (!onrow. n locomotive engineer; 
William II. and May. Mr. Davis is a mem- 
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ber of the A. B., of John Flynn Posr, 
No. T7, in which he Iws held official posi- 
ttoni. He is also a member of North La 
CroBse Loflrje, No. 90, F. & A. and with 
bis famiij attends the Fresbyteriau Oiuirch. 

fOilN GUND BREWING COMPANY, 
La Crosse. — La Crosse ha* reHsoii to W. 
prond of many of ber early ptoneera, who 
liave done bo macb to win her a favorable 
reputation in their respective linea, and Mr. 
John Giinfl, Sr., of the John Gund Brewing 
Company, '\a not to be accounted the least on 
the list. Ho was bom in Baden, Oermanj, 
in 1830, and his father, Oec»gB M. Gnnd, 
brouglit the family to AmericH in 1848. They 
ecttlod in Freeport, Illiiioig, whcrt' the futhor 
died of cholera July 29, 1850, and the mo- 
ther followed him to the grave three days 
talert of tho same fell disease. John Gnnd, 
Sr., lenmcd the brewer's trade in his native 
country, and after comint^ to the riiitLnl 
States worked for two years in Dubuque, 
Iowa. Prom there be went to Galcua, Itli- 
Bois, rented a brewery and oondueted the same 
until 1854, when he came to La Crosse. lie 
built the firpt brewery in tliir^ city, on Front 
and Division streets, resided un the same lot, 
and carried on the bneiness in a small way, 
thon^ qnite eztensivelj for tiiose days. In ' 
1858, he, in company with G. Huilman,bnilt | 
the City Brewery and continued in partner- 
ship uatil the fall of 1872. when Mr. Gtmd 
sold out his interest to Mr. iieilman and 
oommenoed the erection of the Empira Brew- 
ery, which he still owns. In 1878 he made a 
trip to Europe and visited his old home. 

The John Gund Brewing Company was 
organized and incorporated May 1, 1880, by | 
John Gnnd, Sr., and his two sons, George and i 



Henry. In 1.890 George witlidrew from the 
firm, and Henry returned to La Crosse and 

took the position formerly occupied by 
George. The officers now are: John Gnnd, 
Sr., President; Henry, Secretary and Treas- 
nrer; and John, Jr., Superintendent. 

Mr. Gnnd has ample capital and credit to 
carry on his business, and the La Crosse beer 
has a reputation extending over a wide terri- 
tory. In view of the foregoing facts, it is 
with great confidence and pleasure that Mr. 
Gnnd's brewery is selected to represent tlie 
brewing industry of this section. 

By his first wife Mr. Gund became the 
father of five cliil«lren: I^ouisa, wife of 
Charles Mitchel, of i<a Crosse; Emma, wife 
of William Lnrning, of Milwaukee; George, 
Henry and John, Jr. The mother of these 
children died May 18, 1880, when not quite 
fifty years of age. The daughter, Emma, 
died in 1884, when about twenty-seven years 
of age. Mr. Gttnd*s second marriage ooenrred 
in Europe in the year 1885. Mr. Gnnd is 
highly regarded in trade circles as an honor- 
able biisine.^^fl iniui, who has gained the entire 
coutidenco of his numerous customers, and 
once to form business relations with him ia 
to he a permanent customer. 

HKirflT GUNP^ 

secretary and treasurer of the Gund Brewery 

Company of La Crosse, Wisconsin, is one 
whose authority on all matters connected 
with this business, together with hie wide 
experience and popularity, eminently iit him 

for the important and responsible position 

that he holds. lie wtis born in La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, March 2, 1859. and is the son of 
John and Louisa Gund, both natives of Ger- 
many, the father bom in Baden and the 

mother in "Wurtcmburg. (See sketch of John 

(iiind, Sr.) Henry Gnnd received a good 
pr^ictieul edtu'iition in the piitilie schools of 
La Crosse, and began business ibr iiimself in 
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1880, as member in the John (innd lirewing 
Company. He wont to HinneapoKe in 188S, 
was tortner BAMMger in that city and con- 
diR'tt'<l a larrjo ng-enry. While a n-.-iiktit of 
tliat city he was tlu> lu ad of a liuiiding and 
loan association, and was a prominent and 
repreeentatiTo citizen. He remaiued there 
from 1881 nntil 1890» and ttien retnroed to 
La Crosse and has been secretai-y and treas- 
urer of the brewing con)pany pi nee. He 
wa^ married in 1885 to Miss ISora Johnson, 
daughter of Andrew Johnson, of Minneapo- 
lis, who is now retired. To Mr. and Mn. 
Gnnd have been bom three interesting chil- 
dren: Emma, Ix>nisa. an<l an infant son. In 
politics Mr. Gund advocates the principles of 
the Uemoeratio party, and sodftUj is e mem- 
ber of the Masonic fratemi^. He ia a 
thorough buaiiiese man and sustains a high 
repntation in oornrnerfial circle?, and h re- 
spected by all who know or ever had dealings 
with him. 

i<MV ODMU, JH., 

one of the prominent business men of 

La CrohBt'. aii'l general snperintendent of 
tin- Gnnd Brewing Company, ii^ a nafivo 
retiiietit of La Crosse, born April IH, 1SP)2. 
IJis parents, Jobu and Louisa Gunti, were 
both natives of Germany. (See sketch of 
John Guud, Sr.) John Onnd, Jr., reeeived 
his primary education in the public schools of 
La Crosse, and iinished in one of the promi- 
ueut colleges of New York, First Scientific 
Station in the Art of Brewing. He gradu- 
ated at the end of a year, as he had had some 
advantages of the kind before goint' I'rtjw- 
ing Hhs always hvvn hnsiiiess, and in tliat 
be has been very successlul. lie became a 
partner of the Jobn Ound Brewing Company 
in 1882, and be is at present general snper- 
intendent of the same. The ontpnt of this 
brewery is 50,000 barn*)-. ]mt year, fini] tln v 
employ from sixty-tive to seventy hands the 



year round, not incindiiig coopers, agents and 
teamsters. The bnildings cover aboat Ave 
acres in all. This is one of the principal in* 
dustries of the city and the largest brewery 
in the Northwest, ontside of Milwaukee. 
Their goods go ail over Wisc-onsin, iowa, 
Dalcota, Minnesota, Nebraska and Hlinoia. 
When tweoty-filve years of sge John Gnnd, 
Jr., was elected Alderman for a term of four 
yearts, but resigned after serring three and a 
half years, on account of having moved out of 
the ward. He has been and is now director 
in the Inter-Sbite Fair. He was Itrat director 
of the United States Brewmaaters* Associa- 
tion for throe years, but resigned owing to 
press of business. Mr. Gund selected Miss 
Carrie Bobin, of Wincma, Minnesota, as hia 
companion in life, and their nuptials were 
celebrated on the 8th of January. 1890. Her 
father was fortncrly connected with the IJohm 
manufacluring establishment of St. Paul, 
Minnesota, one of the Urgeat in the North- 
west. In polities Mr. Gnnd is a staunch 
Democrat. , 

KRIN L, SMITH, who is engaged in 
the insurance, loan and real-estate busi- 
ness, La Crosse, Wisconsin, was bom 

at Galena, HHnois, Decx<iiil)er G. 1^20. His 
parents removed to the State of Ohio when 
lie was an infant si-x mouths old, and resided^ 
iu Cincinnati until he was sixteen years old; 
thence they went to New Orleans, and three 
years later came north to St. Louis; 1851 
found them in La Cross^e. Orrin L. l>eing 
twenty-one years of age. He pre-empted a 
quarter section of land on the wild prairie 
where Winona Junction is now located. He 
received his education iu Cincinnati in the 
public tchiinlr; aii'l in the college of which 
Dr. Aydelott was president. When they ar- 
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rived in La Orosoe in 1851 there were but 
six eliimtlfis here, and about 300 Winnebago 
Indians were camped in th<? neighborliood. 
Ill 1852 Mr. Smith went to his farm, and re- 
niMned one nawn. la 1866 he sold the farm 
for S800, and within the last five jaara one- 
half the land has been aold for $19,000 for 
railroad pnrpoflef! 

He was married April 29, 1851, to Miss 
Mary E. Simooton, of Ohio. At that time 
hia fiiniiljr wera 1iTlnj[|f in St. Lonia, and be- 
fore going to La Croase he took hia wife to 
her hotne in Ohio. After i-otninfr here he 
entered the employ of Smith, ilublee & 
Simonton aa bookkeeper and aaleaman, a 
poaitioD whieh he held nntit the spring of 
1854, when he became clerk on the steam- 
boat Doctor Franklin, whic!i was sunk in \hp 
Mississippi river the same season. Tiie next 
two seasons he was clerk of the Ladj Frank- 
lin, and the reat of his river life was on the 
Itojal Arc-li, riranite State, Greek Slave, and 
"War Eagle, l)clonging to the Galena and 
Minnesota Packet I.irie, and the Fall City, 
which was owned by La Crosse capital. Tlie 
last-named «vas annk in Lake Pepin. 

In 1869 Mr. Smith left the river, and for 
ten years following handled fuel in La 
Crosse. In 1809 lie wa.s elected City Clerk, 
aud held the otiice three years. lie was clerk 
of the International Hotel for two years, and 
apent one year as clerk in the employ of the 
Black River Improvement Company. lie 
wfts bookkeeper for the David Laws omnibus 
and transfer line until the spring of 1882, 
when be removed to Brookings, Dakota Ter- 
ritory; there he managed the Commereial 
Hotel one year, returning to La Crosse at the 
end of that time. He re-entererl ^\r. Laws' 
employ, aud held the same position until the 
anmmer of 1880. In September of that year 
he removed to Slierwood, Franklin eonnty, 
Tennessee, where he owned a hotel aitnated 



j in the Cnmberlxnd moantaina. In 1800 be 

I dis}>os»efl «»f this property and cnmo back to 
La Crosse. Bvou after lie pngan^od in the 
real-estate, loan and intsurance business, which 
he haa condueted with marked soooess. 

Mrs. Smith is a native of Warren oonntj, 
Ohio, boni Xovember, 1832. Tliree children 
have been horn to our enlvjeet and wife: For- 
est J. was born .January 22, 1853, in La 
Crosse, Wiaoonsin; he is now bookkeeper and 
clerk in the employ of the Blaek Kiver Im- 
provement Company, aud secretaiyand treaa- 
nrer of the East Fork Impnivemout Com- 
pany and of the Lnmlierman's Exchange; 
Eva M. married Matt. T. Wimaey, of La 
Crosae, and Frank O. married Kiss Minnie 
Lamb; he is a journalist by profession. 

Mr. Smith is n moniber of the I. (X O. K., 
and has tilled all the otticial pu»itioii8 of tiie 
lodge, which he baa frequently represented at 
the Grand Lodge and in the Grand Eocamp- 
ment of Wisconsin; is a member of the A. O. 
IT. W., and ha? passed all the chairs of this 
lodge. He is also secretary of tlip I'i'meers 
and Old Settlers' Asaociatiou in La Crosse 
oonnty* Politically he has been » life-long 
Republican, aud is a zealuos supporter of the 
issues of that organisation. 



^TBPHEN MARTXNOALE, loan and 

^ instiranee agent, 326 Main struct, La 



Crosse, was born at Tinmouth, Ver- 
mont, June 9, 1823, and is a son of Stephen 
and Dhintha (Kent) Martindale, who were 
also natives of the ** Green Monntain " State. 
The father died in Walliugford, Vermont, in 
IH47; the mother removed with her datiglitcr, 
Mrs. Lucinda M. Ilill, to Beloit, Wisconsin, 
about 1854, and there she passed the reiuaiu- 
der of her days. There waa a family of four 
daughters and two sons: Caroline wife of 
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Daniel Roberts, died in 1885; Angeiine T., 
married Gharlea N. Mattoon, D. D., both 
Ujingin 1885; Lncindalf.. married I. Mtm- 
son Iliil; Tlnldah S. resides with Mrs. Hill; 

i 

Stephen is the iifth in order of birth, and 
Cephiks K., the youngest, a succeeeful pLy- 
•idan, is deceased. 
Stephen Martindale neeived hia ednoation 

in the commuD Mhoola of Vermont and at 
Burr Seminary, which he pntend at tlm aue 
of seventeen jears: there he spent three 
years, and waa alio a atndent at Cayuga 
Academy, Attrora, New York, for one year; 
he next entered Uiddlebary College, Yer- 
in- lit. svlien- lie pnrened a clnHi^ical conne, 
and wart graduated in 1847. Having chosen 
the proEeiaioii hkw for his life work, he 
entered the National Law Soliool at Ballston, 
New Tork, and studied under thp noted Pro- 
fe»8or Jame:^ K. Fowler; he was j^rnduated in 
1848, having done a portion of the work re- 
quired before entering this school. His 
father waa also a graduate of Hiddtebnry 
GolIiMTc. bein^ a member of the class of 1808, 
and luttli liis father ard patrnm! j^raiidfntlit r 
were soldiers ill tlie war of 1^12. the latter 
being a Colonel and the fonuer a line officer. 
Hia grandfather also fought in the Itevoin- 
tion, and although a mereohitd leiidered gal- 
lant t^>M-vico. 

Mr. Alurtindate bcjran the practice ff law 

I 

at Wallingford, Vermont, but soon after- 
ward decided to remove to the Weat, and in 
1849 be located in Racine* Wtaoonsm. In 

1854 he came to La Crosse, where he has 
since resided. Alwut twenty vf*?irs nrrn he 
returned to his native State to look after his 
wile's estate, and remained there two years. 
He has apent aeveral years of his life in tlie 
mercantile and lumber trades, but the last two 
decfldes have Iwen devoted to the Joan and 
insn ranee business. I 
At the house of his maternal greut-ji^raud- , 



father, the tirst declaration of independence 
given to the world was drafted, by virtue of 
which Vermont stood independent of the 
world for fourteen j-ears. The Kent family 
trace their genealogy to Chancellor Kent. 

Mr. Martindale was united in marriage 
Oetober 11, 1866, to Miss Catharine J. How. 
ard, a native of Benson, Yermontf born in 
1825, and a daughter of Major Edward 8. 
and Anna fMeoker) lloward. Of this union 
two sons and uue daughter have been boru : 
AntiaH., Steplien, Jr., and Edward Seymour 
Howard. Mr. Martindale has never been an 
office seeker, and dates tirst presidential vote 
back to Henry Clay; he Im? always been a 
stanch supporter of liepublican principles 

Mr. Martindale haa now in hia p os s oss ion 
deeds and records pertaining to the family 
estate, which date back 200 years, and the 
family dates its American origin to 1686. 



f^l^M r) FOX, hotel proprietor. La Crosse, 
Wisconsin. — A city has always 
i' ' i^toS * amuiiir its distinguishinfr features 
one which persons of all degrees thoroughly 
understand and appreciate, namely, a homelike 
and elegantly appointed hotel. La Crosse 
has many ostablishmenis of this kind, a note- 
wiirthv one Ucinix the Cameron House, con- 
ducted by W. D. Fox and D. P. Smith. Mr. 
Fox waa bom In Ontario county. New York, 
December 6, 1826* and ia a son of Qeoige 
and Huldah (Sheldon) Fox, natives of Cnn- 
necticnt an<l Now York respectively. He 
received hit- «>diit:ation in the common eohoola, 
and at the age of twenty years went to Ohio, 
soon after removing to Wisconsin; there he 
was engaged in the milling business for ten 
years. J.4iter he turned his attention to the 
hott'l liusiness, and has kept hostleries all 
al<'ii<^ uie line of ibe Chicago, Milwaukee it 
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8l Panl Railroad; firsi he was at Portage, 
where he remained twentj-five jeanaod bad 

an enviable reputation. 

In Mnrcli, 1880, lie came tu La Cros>c to 
take chargu of tlie Catneruit iiuuse. Here 
everything will "be found oeeeaaaty to the tit- 
ting up of a high-olaas botel, and the cnisine 
bears deservedly a high and wido-apread re- 
putution Htnong the best classes of the travel- 
ing public. During the past decade Mr. Fox 
baa aUo been oonneeted with the Inmbor 
inlerMto here, aod hat fonod them quite re- 
nuiuerative. He has aetiociated with him in 
the hotel business [>. V. Smith, possessing 
(j^nalifications that especially dt him for the 
management <tf a tuMel. 




ILLIAH NBADFELT, one of the 

most reliable agricalturists of Uauiil- 
ton township, is the subject of the 
following brief biographical sketch. He is a 
native of Qennanj, born Norember 18, 1862, 
and is a ion of Dietrich and Dora Neadfelt 
The father emigrated with hib family to 
America in 18<19, and after his arrival in 
the United States located in La Crosse 
county, Wisojnsin. Dietrich Neadfelt died 
May 16, 1890, aged fillty-eight years; his 
widow is atili living, at the age of sixty-three 
years. Seven chililren were born to tlicm, 
four in the Fatherlnnd " ami three in 
America. Upon comin*; to this (x>untry our 
■abjeeted invested in 160 acres of land, and 
later made another purchase of 160 acres in 
the same township; this land he has brought 
to a high state of cultivation, and is improved 
with large and convenient buildinga. Mr. 
Neadfelt baa given especial attention to the 
raising of live-stock, and bas some excellent 



grades on his place; he raises oats, com, hay, 
wheat and barley, barvestiDg bountiful crops; 
the farm is welt watered, and is one of (be 
niOi?t desirable in the community. 

In 1884 he was united in marriage to Miss 
Hena Imgartea, a daughter of (German par> 
ents who still live in their native land. Of 
this anion five children have been born: 
Henry, Fred. Angnat, Eda and Mary. The 
parents are members of the Bustwick Valley 
Lutheran Ohnreh. Mr. Neadfelt is a worthy 
representative of his conntryroea who came 
to America, and with no capital excepting 
that with which Nature has endowed him, 
accomplish the most gratifying results, iiy 
good nwm^gemcQt, energy and industry, he 
has aoenmnlated a competency and is sur- 
rounded witii all the comforts invention and 
intelligence can produce. 

Uenry Neadfelt, brother of our subject, 
resides with him, and renders him good ser- 
vice on the farm; two sisters, Mary and Dora, 
are both married and live in this country; 
the former was wedded to Dietrieh iiadius- 
laijen, and the latter to William Byer. 



lOHOLAS a RICE (originally Reie), 

U' // ^"^'^ Wheeler »S5 llice. Novelty 

Works, LaCro88e, was born in '\rf!4li'jiin, 
thie State, July 12, 1858, a son of Frederick 
and (Jhristina (Neaman) Reis. His father, a 
wine-grape grower, was bom on the Mosel, 
Prussia, and came to America when a young 
man, locating at Madison, where he died, 
in 1858. His wife was born at Eiffel, near 
Cologne. 

Mr. Bice, onr subject, left Madison at tiw 
age of fourteen years, lived one year and a 
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half at ^"aiiktoii, Dakutn. lunl in tlie fall of 
1874 came to I>a Oossi". Ilaviii;; learned 
the glatier'ti trade, he fuiluwcd it hore twelve 
yeartt, for Scgelke, KolhMiB & Co., then 
joioed the iBrin of Lovejoj Broa. & Ca, i«ith 
wliom he was connected until December, 
IISSS, when J. E. Wheeler purrha.*cil the in- 
terest ot the Lovejojr Bros., forming a part- 
iMMhip with Mr. Rioo, and thoj ue now 
enjoying a good trade. Mr. Riee i« now 
Alderman for the Fifteentb Ward, aerviufr 
his first term; and ho is a niemlifr of the 
fcjocietj of Modern Woodmen and of the Con- 
eordfak Society. 

He wa» married io La CroMO, to Anna 
fiehabert, who was born at Auscha, AoKtria, 
a daughter of "Wenzel and Theresa (Siege- 
mnnd) Schnhert, who t-ame to America in 
1873, settling in La Crosse. Thejhave four 
•ons and one daughter: Ernest, Henry, 
Walter, Anna and £mi1. 

£ ' i > < ' 3-" ' 

IIARLIS ASA HUKT, Chief of the 
Fire Department of the eity of La 

Crosse, was born at Carthatje, Jefferson 
coontv, New York, Ma}- 23, 1S59, h son of 
Orvilie E. and Esther F. (Crook) Hunt. His 
father, a native of Massaehnsetti, was a eom- 
mereial traveler by occupation. Theanoeitry 
of this family have been New Englanders for 
generations past. Mr. Tlinit's mother wan n 
daughter of IIora<» Crook, o£ ^ew York 
State. 

Mr. Hunt grew up to manhood at Inde- 

pendence, Iowa, whither his father had moved 
and where he was \m extensive earriiure- 
maker for many yeurti. In addition to his 
edacatioo at the public schools, yonng 
Charles pursued a oourse of ooromereial 
study, and then engsgsd in commercial life, ' 
at the age of sixteen years. At eighteen he j 



entered upon business for himself, at Inde- 
pendence, and also carried it on at Cedar 
Kapids, Iowa. In 1885 he came to La Crosse, 
where he ha« sinoe been a merchant. H« 
has been a member of the fire department 
three years; is also a member of OfKcial 
Lodge, No. 27, Knights of Pythias, holding 
now therein the office of Keeper of the 
Beoords and 6ea1| also a mMnber of the So- 
eiety of Modern Woodmen of America and 
of the Ancient Order of Druids. 

lie was marrie<l in Chicago, to Miss Lizzie 
K. Blanchard. a native of Fiiiladelphia and a 
daughter of George W. iilanchard, a commis- 
sion merchant of that eity. They have one 
son, by name Eugene Dale. 

. g 1 . 1 3 

II ARLES H. MABQUAKDT, M. D., ie 
a native of Germany, bom in the village 

of Nemrin, province of Pomerania, 
Janiiarv fi, 1855, son of Frederick and 
Augusta (Baumann) Man^uardc. iiis father 
was a shepherd by occupation, that being the 
general occupation of the Marquardts — men 
of hardy constitiitiotii- and iiii'dinm stature. 
They were of the Lutheran faith and feiui- 
cious of their religious principles. In 1808 
Frederieit Marquardt came to America and 
established his home at La Crosae, where he 
has been engaged as a laborer in lumber 
yiwiU. He has rearsd three sous and three 
daughters. 

Charles H. grew to manhood in this city, 
obtained a fair schooling in Qermany, and 

engaged as an apprentice in the drug busi- 
ness after arrival in La Crosse. In ISTt he 
went to Philadelphia and entered the Phila- 
delphia College of Pharmacy, where he was 
graduated in 1876. He then went to Coun- 
cil Blnfls, Iowa, took charge of a drug store 
and began reading medicine under the tator- 
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age of Dr. Henry Oeborne. After remaining 
therp three yearti he returned to i'hiladeipliia, 
entert»d Jefferson Medical College, passed 
three jeara in study and gndttated ]n 1882. 
That y«ar lie ratarned to La Oroaae and be- 
gan the practice of medicine, in which he has 
since been »ncce86fully cniragcd. Froiii 1H84 
to 1890 he served as city pliysician; from 
1888 to 1889 as A member of the Pension 
Board; and for several torms as a member of 
the School Board. Qe is now examiner for 
the Germanift Life Insurance Company, thfi 
Michigan Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
and aaioeiate examiner for the Equitable 
Life Insnranoe Company; is also examiner 
for the German branch of the Catholic 
Em'ghts of Wi-iconsiii. II« Ls u iniMiiber of 
the State Medical iSociety, and has served 
the La Croaso Conntj Medical Society as its 
Tiee-president 

Dr. Marqaardt was inarriod, in Hokah, 
Minnesota, February 20, 18S9, to Miss 
Frances Bnrkart, a native of Houston county, 
Miunesota, by whom he has a daughter, 
Sophia. 

" ■ ^ ' X ' g ' " 

tIJGO SCllICK, of the tirm of Stoltie 
A Sohiok, arebiteets, L Crosst^i Wiscon- 
sin, was bom in Bidjow, Northern 
Austria, January 80, 1855, son of Joseph 
and Annip (Letehoner) Schick. Soon after 
the birth of Hugo his father, a merchant by 
ocenpetion, removed to Vienoa and there 
carried on his business till about 1880. On 
both sides of this family tree «e find them 
descendants of an old-time ancestry in Aus- 
tria. The house in .whicli Mr. Schick was 
born is daimed to have belonged to this 
family for over seven generations. As a gen- 
eral rule they were people who followed mer- 
cantile pnrsaita. 



The subject of our sketch was the sixth 
born in a family of four mm and three 
daughters, of whom one daughter is deceased, 
lie grew to manhood in his native land and 
there obtained a good edneation in the pnbiie 
schools, subseqnently taking a thorough 
wurse of stndy in tlift Polyfechnical School 
and Academy of Arts of Vienna, completing 
his studies abont the age of twenty-two, 
and graduating in a legnlar course of arehi* 
tecture. He spent three years in office work 
in Vienna, and in 1880 came to America; 
was two years in JSew York city, two years 
in Ohieago, and two years At St. Paul, ooming 
to La Crosse in 1886. Here he became as- 
sociated with Mr. Stoltxe, and has since been 
erignged in a vory succppsfiil bneiness. 
Among their wurks here may be uientioned 
the Chicago, Burlington & Northern Kail- 
way depot, Tillman Bros*. Block, schools, 
churches, City Hall, etc., etc. 

Mr. Scliiok was married in Mnpcatine, 
Iowa, to Miss Mary Kendig, uf that city, 
daughter of John and Magdalena Keudig, 
natives of Pennsylvania and of German an- 
cestry. They have tu-o dmiglitors and one 
son: Nelly, .fenuie and Frederick. The 
family worship at the Methodist Church. 

USTAV STOLTZE i'^ a member of tho. 
firm of Stoltze Schick, architects. La 
Crosse, Wisconsin, and is prominently 
connected with the business interests of this 
city. 

He was born in Goslar, province of Hano- 
ver, Germany, February 27, 1854, and grew 
to manhood in his native land, there receinog 
a college edneation. In 1872 he came to 
America and located in Boston. In 1878 he 
completed a thorough technical course of 
study in arehitecture there, after which for 
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two yeare he applied himifelf to ib« practice 
of hiB profeMion md woriE«Ml in the offices of 
Ware A Van Brnnt and lEotoh A Tilden. 

In 18S() he camo We»t through an induce- 
ment from a Minneapolie firm of architecltire, 
and reiiiaiued in that city until 1883. Then 
be apent two yean in the employ of the 
Northers Pacifie Refrigerator Oompeny. Re- 
tiring from that position in 1885. he came to 
Lii (Vo«9e and opnied up a husint'cs which he 
has eiiKM snpcessfuUy condnoted, having had 
Hr. Ilui/u Schick as partner since I8S8. 
Tbeir desigiM inctnda att ehuBes of bnilding 
work. Among the many blocks erected by ■ 
tboir firm inriy fie mentioned the Ifeihunan 
Brewing Company's brewing building, the 
Odd Eellows Temple, the shops of the Chi- 
eago, Bnriiiigton A Northern Railway, 
obapet and hoepitel Fur the Franciscan Sis- 
ters, Cropse City Hall, residences of 
Stephen Gantert, J. J. Fruit, £. 0. Dailey, 
and many others. 

Mr. Stoltze waa married in La Croase to 
Miss Alraa Wi^enhorn, daughter of Eugene 
Wi^i^eiiliorn. Mr. Stultze h a memhtTof the 
American Institute of An liiteuts, and as a 
business man and a citizen he is respected 
by all who know him. 

■ " ' C ' X ' S - 

LMER J. TiliDEMANN, M. D., Ma- 
rine Surgeon of Ln Orosse, wee bom in 
Chicago, niinois, Angust 10, 1861, a 

son of Anthony and Parthenia (Pierce) Tie- 
detnann. Ilie fathpr wa? a native of Ger- 
many, born near Berlin, and was a merchant; 
and hia p«ndfather, Jacob Tiedenann, was a 
eomtnander in the merchant marine of Ger- 
many. Many of the ancestors had marine 
ocpnpations. Dietrich Ticflemann was widely 
and favorably known in tlie medical profession 
as an inflneotial authority in anatomy and 



physiology. Of this progenitor Eluier J. is 
a direct deseendant. The ancestry generally 
had hardy eunatitntiona and a laijife statnre, 

and were long-lived. 

Dr. Tiedemann, onr subject, grow to man- 
hood in Chicago, where be attended the pub- 
lie elementaiy and high school*. From the 
age of eighteen he taught school three years, 
and then, in his twcnty-Kecond year, be en- 
tered the old Ohio Medical Colle£r« at Cin- 
cinnati, and a year afterward Uush Medical 
College at Chicago, where in 1886 he grid- 
nated. He opened out in praetice at Weat 
Concord, Minnesota, and was prospering 
well, when, on account of injuries received, 
he was compelled in June, 1889, to abandon 
his practice there. Qe came to La Croase 
and began to eateblish a practice wltiefa wouhl 
not call him out on trip^i of exposure. He 
is li ineinher of the Minnesota and the Wis- 
consin State Medical Associations, and also 
of the local medical society. Is now uiarine 
hospital surgeon for La Crosse. He is a 
meiuber of the A, (). TJ. "W. and of the Ma- 
ponic order, and both himsoif ami wife are 
meinlwrB of the Congregational Chureh. 

Ho was married in Maaston, Wisconsin, 
October 8, 1888, to Mise Jennie Halton 
Davis, a native of Baraboo, this State, and a 
daughter of liichard Flalton and Helen 
(Tliompson) Davis. They have one son, Ian 
Davis Tiedemann. 

OLOXKL NELS R. NELSON, Super- 
visor ol the Seventh Ward, La Crosse, 
although a native of Denmark, is thor- 
oughly identified with the beet interests of 

this city, and is justly entitled to honorable 
montioii in the hi&tory of La Crosse county. 

lie was born at Gulthen, province of Jyl- 
land, Denmark, January 18, 1817, eon of 
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Baamna Nelson by his marrugd to Earan 

Johnson. Flis fjitlier was also a native of 
Gnlthen, and was a inerchant of that place. 
HiH ancestors were for the most part agri- 
enltariaU, and for many geDerationa had 
liTed in Ihat prOTineeu They vera people of 
good station iu life, had strong constitntions 
nnd were noted for their longevity, Onr 
anbject grew to manhood in his native town, 
and obtained a good oonimon-eohool edneap 
tlon, anpplemeaiing it with an aeademie 
oonrse at Aarhns, which he completed in his 
seventoenth vtar. The year tbllowinnf he en- 
Itdted in the Oanish army, and served in it 
widi the war againat Praeaia, a» Saoond 
Lientenant in it* reaerwe. After the war he 
went to Aarhua and entered upon a three 
years' apprenticeship to the dry-goods trade, 
at the expiration of which time he came to 
America} landing in New York city, June 
12, 1868. He located in Oconomowoo, Wia- 
consin, where he made hie home until 1873. 
The next two years he spent at SpHrta, from 
which place he went to Viroqua. In tlui fail 
of 1U76 he accepted a position with J. W. 
Tome d» Co., La Croaae, aa traveling ealee* 
man, and continued with tliem nntil the fall 
of 1S79. At that tune he engaged with 
M0118 Anderson »Son, also dry-goods mer- 
chants, and traveled for them until July 1, 
1881, when he aevered hit eonneetion with 
the company. He next engaged with Straw, 
Ellsworth & Co., Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 
the hat and cap trade, and remained in their 
employ until January 1, 1890, when he ac- 
oefrted a position widi the Q0II A Frank Go., 
Milwankee, in the wholeaale dry-gooda bnei- 
ness, in which he is engaged at present. 

Colonel Nelson was tnarried in Sparta, 
Wisconaio, to Miaa Anna Pedcrson, and by 
her haa had three tone and rhree dauj^ters. 
Their oldest son, Robert, died and ie bnried 
in Oak Orore Cemetery. Those living are 



Paul, Klaudia, Rennet, and Agnes and Nora 
(twins'). The Colonel is a member of the 
following fraternitiea: Norden Society, of 
which he haa served aH president on two dif- 
fierent oeoaaions; tlie Normanna Lodge, I.O, 
O. F., having pacaed all the chaira of the 
order; and the A. F. & A. M., being a mem- 
ber of the Chapter. He is also a member of 
the Board of Trade of La Urosae. He aud 
hie wife worship at the Lutheran Chnreh. 
In 1888 he was appointed by Qovemor Bnek 
as a member of bis staff, and served until 
1889. Is now eervinj^ his second term aa 
Supervisor of the Seventh Ward, La Croaae. 

w 

^^ENiiY ESPERSEN, although of Enm- 
\W\ V^^^ birth, haa thoroughly idcntitied 
^1 himaelf with America and her grand 
institnUons, and for many years has been a 
prominent citizen of La Crusse, Wisconsin. 
Briefly stated, a review of hia life ia as 
follows: 

lleitry Ei>perfien was born in Denmark, on 
the island of fiornholm, the home of tiie old 
" Vikings," in the town of Rr>eiine, Feb- 
ruarj 11, 1830, eon of Christian Espersen by 
his inarriagp to Margaret Pcarsen His 
father was a watchmaker by truUu,aud curried 
on his bnsioeas in JSdenne till his death, 
which ooenrred in 1850 or 1661. The Esper- 
sens were generally artisans, although we find 
branches of the family in the pursuit of other 
interests. Neils Esperren, an uncle of the 
subject of onr sketdi, was honored by the 
King of Denmark. For inventions and im- 
provements in time- pieces he was made a 
Knight of the order of Dannel>'>ro and pre- 
t»ent(Hl with the golden croi»s ut honor of that 
knighthood. As a raee, die Espersens were 
of mediam sise, heavy bnilt, hardy eonstitn> 
tiona and long-lived. The Pearseos were 
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merchantmen, and were favoriihly known in 
the marine interests of the Kingdom of 
DwunArk. 

1!he Bnb|6at «f mir akttdi mt reared in 

bis native land, and acquired a thorough 
knowledge of the watchmaker and jeweler's 
business. He had obtained a good education 
in the public ichool«} wA had aupplemented 
it wi^ a training in the niilitarj eohools d 
Ebinore, for the purpoeeof taking a com- 
mission in tho Danish armv; hnt, on aoconnt 
of the t^Hota of ollicers being full, he turiie<l 
Ilia attention to liii trade. After spending 
some time in Copenhagen he retnm«d to hie 
nativo inland and continued there until after 
the death of his mother, when, in 1*^33, he 
came to America. He epciit three years in 
New York city, and ia 1856 located in Mil- 
waukee, floming from there to La Oroese, in 
1858. He has been engaged chiefly in real 
estate interests} building and improving city 
property. ; 

Mr. Ettpor^en waa tire*l married to Mrs. 
Cordelia (Bean) Bnras, a native of Miasoori, 
widow of Governor Diiriis. She died in 18tt7» 
leaving a son. .\rtlnir Esporsen, who is now a 
resident of Tacoma, Washington, engaged in i 
the real estate bnsiuess. He formed a second 
marriage with Miss Caroline Matilda Mead» 
a native of Brooklyn, New York, and a oonsin 
of ex-Governor Hoffman of New York city. 
By her he has two sons, Harry Iiarae and 
Frank tienry. 

When Mr. Espersen came to America he had 
but one dollar in hie pocket, and hie present 
prominent and inflnential pontlon is the re- 
snlt of his own earnest efforts. He has 
served as J nstice of the Peace for La Crosse i 
on different occasions; asStreet Commissioner 
and Snpertotendent of the Foor, the first 
officer in that capacity tlie city had; in 1876 
was commissioned hy the I'resident as a 
Deputy Surveyor and to make allotments for ^ 



tlie (Jhippewa Indians of WiscoiiHin; in 1877 
was appointed by the President as Survejor< 
Qeneral of Dakota, and held the ofBoe until 
July, 1881; served as Registrar of the ITnlted 
States Land Office here, during President 
Arthur's administration. During the war 
Mr. Espersen offered his services in the field, 
and, they not being accepted, he took an ac< 
tive part in raising men and means in the 
furtherance of the Untoo cause. In 1874 hs 
was apjvointeil Assistant Serfjefint at Arms of 
the Senate of Wisconsin, and served during 
the session. 

In the snmmer of 1870, upon the occasion 
of his second marriage, Mr. Elspersen ])ai(l a 
visit to the home of his nativity, and travuled 
through Germany, Switzerland and Scandi- 
navia. 

— ■■ ■C ' i'fi 

fOIlN DEXGLEIi. eigar manufacturer 
and formerly Mayor of La Crofise, was 
bom in Koentgswart, in the German 
part of tlie Kingdom of Bohemia, Austria, 
January 1, 1849. His fafhor, Francis Deug- 
ler, was a boot and shoe rncrchant. His 
mother's maiden name was IJarbara Dietl. 
Their anoestiy were people of good physical 
constitution and long-lived, and were mechan- 
ics, generally blacksmitlia. In 1856 Francis 
l>engler oatne to America, landing at ^lew 
York city, and the next year brought the 
family over. 

Mr. John Dengler grew to manhood in 
New York city. At tlie ap;e of eleven years 
lie entered a cigfnr mnnnt'actury, becaine an 
apprentice at the age of thirteen and a jour- 
neyman at fiftem. He was employed in New 
York cl^ until his twenty-ninth year, during 
which time he served as foreman of different 
factoric-i. always in an amicable relation, those 
under hie superinteodency never being dis- 
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poMd to "Strike." In 1878 h« oumWMt 

and spent some six moDtbs at St. Panl, and 
in 1S7') located iit La (VoKse. TIere !ie was 
fiuperiutendent of John Tauiperin's cigar 
munfactory ootil 1884, shoe which tine he 
has been engaged in the bnainees on his own 
aeeonnt. He began basineee fur himself in 
a small way. for a time employing but two 
liande; but his trade ban kept steadily grow- 
ing with the oonitantly inereaaing demand 
for Ilia goods. His bosiness has grown to 
ench proportions that at this writing, in 1891, 
he ^'i\ c> (Mnploynicnt to upwards of fifty erii- 
ploycee, and the products of his factory find 
a ready market in many of the principal 
towne and eitiea of Wiseonsin, Minnesota 
and Iowa. 

Bcinpthoronalily Aiiiericanizcd, Mr, Dang- 
ler takes a lively interc-t in nil pulilic tiups- > 
tions, both nutioual and Statu, lie is a sup- 
porter of the Bepeblican party, and has done 
mach efficient work in the interest of that 
organization, thon^^li lie has never sought 
political distinction for hiinpolf. prt'l'crring 
to devote his time to the promotion of his 
basiness interests. In 1889 be was elected 
Mayor of the city of La Crosse, and fiaith- 
fnlly discharged the dntics of his offier 

Mr. Denglpr h essentially a pelf-inude 
man, and his business success is due to his 
own indnstiy, energj and strict integrity iu 
all hie eommereisl transactions. 

He is a memtMr of a nnuiber of social or- 
ganisations. 



fl^TILBUll I. DUDLEY, one of the re- 
liable farmprs and f^f ock-raiserri of La 
I" ^t^"3 (Jroii(*e county, was born at GuilfonJ, 
New Haven county, Connecticut, March 31, 
1849, and is a son of William L. and Pbebe 
Dndlej, old and respected residents of La 



Crosse connty. He reoeivod bis edneatiOH in 

the common echooln, at the La Crosse Valley 
Seminary, West Salem, and at a bupiness 
college in Chicago, taking a three months' 
eovrse at the latter j^aee. He began the 
bnainesa of life as a farmer, and baa since 
followed agriculture. In 1856 became West 
with his parents, who were nraon<x the pio- 
neers of the county, and in his joutb ex- 
perienced many of the privationa and trials 
incident to life on the frontier. He now re- 
sides two and a half miles southwest of West 
Salem on a valley farm of 300 acres; the 
land is in a high btate of cuitivatiun, and 
the improTcraents are of a most snbstautial 
character. The residence, which fa bnilt of 
brick, is a large and convenient dwelling, and 
has a charmin<r site, overlookiiio- tlie fertile 
farms which stretch in every direction. Mr. 
Dudley rai^s grain, iiay and hugs; he plants 
from sixty to eighty acres to corn, a little 
tnore to oata, and HtYy to sixty acres to hay. 
Although he rai-^es Iar>re numbers of hogs, 
he also has high-grade cattle and horses, lie 
is a pronounced type of the progressive farm- 
er, and lias been very snecessfnl in all his 
undertakings. 

He was married October 9, 1876, to Miss 
Marion A. Bailey, a daughter of George E. 
and Ellen A. l:$ailey, honored residents of 
Mansfield, Massaehnaetts. Mr. Bailey is an 
inventor of considerable notoriety, being a 
patentee of an oven sold extensively in this 
country, and patented in England. Mrs. 
Dudley is one of a family of six children, of 
whom she is the oldest; Carrie married 
Alexander McReaj Hattie ia the wife of 
Clarence l^oylston; George P. marrietl Misa 
Mary Rurkenhead; Frank II.. who it- in the 
bakery business with his father, and 8adie. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Dudley have been Irarn 
live children: Geoi)^ W., Lillian Phebe 
Walter B. and Sherman L. The parenta 
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are menil-i^rft of the CongregatiunHl Cluircli. 
Mrs. Diifiley is ft woman of iiiteiligenco and 
calture, and was a successful teacher for 
■everal years prior to her iiMrriage. Our 
worthy snbjeot ie a BepnbliMn in his poli- 
tics, and U a staaob Bvpporter of the temper- 
auoe movement. 

■ »< ■ } ■■ 

SSAAC EMBERSON, blacksmith, and the 
al pro^ent Alderman for the Seventh Ward, 
7 of LaCrosse, was born in Bergen township, 
Yenioii oonoty, Witoondn, J nly 24, 1859, a 
Km of Andrew and Oarrie (HolverwHi) Em- 
b«noD. Hie father was a aatiTO of Norway 
and came to America when n yonng man, 
locating first in Virginia and afterward mov- 
ing to tbia Gtate, and died September 24, 
1890, leaving fbnr bodb and two danghtera. 
The mother died in 1866. 

Isaac, as he grew to manhood, learned tlie 
blacksmith's trade. Ifl 1880 he came to La 
Crosse. 

He wae mnvied here, to Miae Agnes 

Hughes, a native of St. Mary's, Ontario, 
Cnniida, and a danijliter of Patrick and Cath- 
arine Hughes. Mr. and Mr^. Eniberson liave 
two sons and one daughter, namely: Mary 
Olive, Andrew Rnsaell and James Mnrray. 
The third diild, Jaeob, is deoeased. 

IEL8 GUSTAY HILLE8TAD, Ooanty 
Tressarer of La Crosse ooiinty, wes 

born at Drammen. near Cbristiania, 
Norway, October 29. ib48, the son of Hans 
and Martha Uiliestad, farmers. At the age 
of fifteen jears he was appmntieed ss a derk 
in a general mercantile store at TOnsberg. 
In 1866 he came to Araeriea, settling here 
in Ia Crosse and engaging aa a cleric nntil 



1SS2, and since as a partntr with Chrit-tian 
Pederson, in clothing and furnishing gix>d8, 
enjoying a saccessful trade, licingan active 
worker in the politieal field, as a Demoeiat, 
he was elected in 1890 to his present respons* 
i1)1e position, already named, by a handsome 
majority, in a county which has generally 
been iiepul>lican. He is a member of the 
Korden Sodety, has been one of the efflelent 
oflioers of the Normanna Sangerkor, was one 
of the charter members and is at present the 
treasurer, fie is kIao the treasurer of the 
I. O. O. F., I^iormanna Lodge, No. 260. 

- ■■ g ' l»< i } >'».i 

Jj^mUAAXU LOH MILLER, agent of 
ti^^ tiie Chicago & IS' orth western liail- 
r^prj way Company at La Crosse, and 
manager of the La Crosse Fnel Company, 
was born in New York city, April 23, 1844, 
a son of John W. and Elizabeth (Hoerner) 
Lohmiller. His father was a native of Sar- 
bruck, France (now Alsace, Germany), was 
an arehiteet and builder, and came to America 
in 1829, when a young man, locating in New 
York city, wliere lie was married. His wife 
WJ18 born near Johannisherg, Bavaria, (4er- 
inany. In 1856 .lohn W. Lolimiller came 
to Wisconsin, locating at Fvrt Atkinson, 
where he brought op five sons, all of whom 
are still living. 

William, whose name heads this sketch, 
learued the drug trade, following it in Madi- 
son and Fort Atkinson for about twelve 
years; was then agent for the Chicago ft 
Northwestern Railroad Company at Sparta 
nearly fifteen years, and finally hp came to 
La Crosse, in 1885. In 1887 he organized 
the La Crosse Fuel Company, of whit^ he 
has since been tlie manager. He is a Thirty* 
second-degree Marion, being a member of 
Oriental Consistory and also of the Mystic 
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Shriaa. Be is also a member of the Itojal 
Arcanum, A. (). U. W,, and of the Interna- 
tional Association of Ticket Agents. He 
and farailj attend worabip at the Congrega- 
tional Oharoli. At praunt Iw ii an Alder- 
man of the Fourteenth Ward of Ia Croeae, 
for term ending 1895. 

He wa.s married in Chicatro. in 1871, to 
Mi^B Charlotte ilickox, a native of WitsconBin 
and a daughter of Lyman Hiftox, of Fort 
Atkinson, Wisconsin. Mr. Hic-kux settled 
in this etatt' from Syracuse, Ts'cw York, in 
1840. Mr. and Mrs. Lolnniller Inive three 
auu8, viz.: Leavenworth William, a young 
man of bright promise and now a clerk in 
the freiglit ofBoe of tlie Chicago A North- 
western Railway Company, and a partner in 
the stationery hnsineRS of Fred Leach &0o.| 
Boyai Kaseon and Calvin Arthur. 

^.« g » >< . 3 .»»-- 

fOHN ALOYS RENGGLY, M. D.. City 
Physician of La Crosse, was born in the 
town of Sohmerikon, in the canton of St. 
Oallen, Switaerlandt December 27, 1827, son 
of Anton and Therete (Kellfir) Renggly. His 
father wae a farmer by occupation. We find 
these people Iwlonging probably more to 
Entlebndi in the canton of Lucerne. The 
anbjeet of our sketch waa reared in Zurich, 
Switserland, and stndied medicine there and 
at Vienna, AtiPtria, completing his studies 
at the age of twenty-four years. He prac 
ticed his profession at Zurich till 18G0, when 
he came to America and direct to La Crosse. 
Here he has since continued to reside, en- 
gaged in a medieal p met ice. 

Dr. Itenggiy was niarrifd. in Ztiricli, S'.vit 
zerland, to Miss Louise Arbenz, by whotit he 
has one son, Alfred, a booklieeper by profes- 
sion. During the y«ar« 1883, '84 and *86 
the Doctor held the office of city physician, 



which position he is now filling. He has 

also served the city m Supervisor of its 
schools. Ue is a meini>er of tiie I. O. O. P., 
and is medical examiner for the lodge to 
which he belongs. 

fC. llEiiiCi.NGTON, yard master for 
the Chicago, Burlington A Northern 
^ Railroad at North La Crosse, ma bom 
in Clyde, New York, in 1853, and is a son of 
John and Julia (Strong) lierrington, natives 
of ihe Empire State. They removed to Chi- 
cago in 1866, and there passed the remainder 
of their days; the father died in 1871, at the 
age of fifty-nine }cars, and the mother sur- 
vived him fourteen years, pa«»iniT away at the 
age of aixty-uine years. Young Uerrington 
attended the oommon schools of Chicago 
until he waa fonrteen years of age, when he 
entered the employ of the Chicago, Burliug* 
ton & Qtiiney Kailroad Company: he l»efjan 
work in the machine shop, where he was for 
eighteen months; then he was fireman on a 
locomotive for three years, at tlie end of 
which time he was promoted to the switching 
department; there he eontinnod geveu years, 
giving complete satisfaction to the company; 
he was next promoted to the position of yard 
master for this company at Chicago, where 
he was until 1B86; he was then sent to La 
Crosse to take cliarge of the ('liiea^o, Bnr- 
liiiiitoii ^ Northern yards. Ue has always 
rendered the railway company the most eth- 
cieut servicfe, and bis merits have not been 
witliout recognition. Although young in 
years he Isold in t!ie railway businees, having 
devoted twenty tliiee years to the various 
positions lie been called upon to till. 

Mr. Herrington isa member of the Knights 
of Pythias of La Crosse, and holds the office 
of Keeper of the Seals and Itecords^ 
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In 1878 he was united in marriaire to Miss 
Surie GUrk of Ohicago, a daogliter of Hugh 
and Elinboth (Campbell) Clark ; her father 

Wft6 a contractor in Chtram"!; l)otli arc now 
decoascil; the fatluT diwl in lb67,aged forty- 
five jears, and the mother in 1886, at the 
age of eixty nine years. To Mr. and Mn. 
Henington have been born five children: 
Georf^B, Frank, Norman, Bessie and Ethel; 
Frankie dit>d at the ncre of two years and ten 
months, hie death being a «ore trial to the 
parenta. 

[CHNELL BitOb., brick mannt'acturcre, 
La Croseu, one of the moat noted and 
•Qoeeflsful ooneerne in thie part of the 
State^ extensively engaged in the mannfaetare 

of 1)rick. is tliat conducted by Schnell Bros., 
(iiiiiipp and John), who have owneil and 
operated the Schnell Bros, brick yarda for 
the last five jeara. They turn ont from 
1,200,000 to 1,500,000 bricks per year and 
si'll tlie saint; in La CrDS&c. Tlit-^o Itrotliers 
are doing a govd I)ti8ines8 and are energetic 
and industrious citizi^tl8 who are a credit to 
any community. They are well liked by 
their buciinoBs asaoeiatea. Their pareote, 
Frederick and Margtierette Schnell, were na 
tive* of Gormatiy and came tn the United 
States in 1870. The father is still livincr, on 
an adjuiaiitg farm, but the mother received 
her final anmmona in 1889t at the age of 
aixtythree. 

t'hiHip Schnell was marries! itt 18*^2. to 
Mies Lena i'eyen, daughter of Nicholas and 
Katie Feyen, nativea of Germany who came 
to La Croeie about 1668. To Mr. and Mra. 
Schnell have been born three children: John, 
f'harlis nnd Pliilipp. Mr. Schnell has been 
called to serve his town in a Dumber of posi- 
tiona and haa done ao with credit to bimaelf 



and t'O tlie satisfaction of his follow townsmen. 
He and hia brother John are iitdependent in 

their political views, voting for the man 

raflier tlian tlio party. Both are members of 
the Lutheran Churcli. John is uoinarried. 




L. DUDLEY, a citizen of Crosse 
rtuintv, lias Imrne hia share of the 
bun:len that falls to the lot (»f the 
pioneer; he haa aided in preparing the way 
for the march of ciriHaation and progreaa, 
and it ia to sbch men that the present gener* 
ation is indebted for the rare educational fa- 
cilities a!)d the many opportunities afforded 
both in agricultural and commercial life. He 
waa bom in New Haven oonnty, Conneetient, 
October 20, 1816, and is a son of William 
and Deborah (Lee) Dudley, natives of Con- 
necticut. His father died in the State iu 
which he waa burn, at the age of aizty-five 
yeara; the mother, a moat noble and lovable 
woman, died in 1827, aged forty-four years, 
notl) wore exemplary Christians, and devout 
mcmbersof the Congregational ( 'hnreh. They 
reared a family of two sons and live daugh- 
tera, three of whom are living. 

W. L. Dudley was reared on hia fiither*a 
farm in Connecticut, and agriculture haa 
been his principal occnpatinn tlironi^di life, 
and in this caliln:,' lie has been deservedly 
aneoesalal. In hU y iitli he worked tor a 
period of three years in a comb factory, and 
he was very highly spoken of by his employ- 
ors. His nn»tto in life has been, " Keep thy 
vvurd eacred and inviolate," and a life accord- 
ing to this precept haa brought ita reward. 

In 1856 he emigrated to Wiaoonain from 
Connecticut, and aettled in LaCrosi^o county; 
the following year his family made the jour- 
ney, and as his hcaltli was ^jreatly improved 
by the change, they decided to remain. He 
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lia> been very wise in his inve^stment?, and 
now owiiii several huudred acres of land, a 
large portion of which i« aa find aa liaaivitbin 
the bordera of tho ooon^; hia improTemanta 
are of a enbstantial character, hie reeidenc© 
is dtliglitfullv situated, and he ia surrounded 
with all thecomforta of the day. His farm 
ia well adapted to the raising of grains and 
live-atoelc, and he ia nnmbered among the 
most reliable farmers of the county. 

Mr. Dudley wns niiitcd in tlif holy bonds 
of matrimony NoveinluT 10, Is-tl. to Miss 
Pbebe A. Ivea, a daughter of Daniel and 
Elisabeth Ives, of' Now Ha^en ooanty, CJon- 
neetient. Her father died when she was a 
yonng girl, but her uiothtr lived to be over 
eitrhtv y<'fti*P old. Of this union two sons 
and two danghters were born. Caroline 
married Joho Aldricb, and they have had 
aevon chUdvm; Walter W. raaidea in Chicago, 
married Mias Elizabeth Beecher, and they 
are the purents of one cliild, Grace; Wilbur 
I., a sketch of whom will be found on another 
p^e of thie Tolame, and Jennie JU, wife of 
Henry D. Griswold, who died leaving four 
children; she was a worthy memher of the 
Cungrt (iati(>iial C'hurch and a woman of un- 
asaal f«>rce of character. 



H-fKEI) IIKMKFIi, onp of the ]m»<rressive 
and entei prising citizens of llaniilton 
towoahip, ia entitled to the following 
apoee in the record of the leading men of Ia 
Crosse county. He was born in Hanover, 
(kwinriny, July 22, ISBG, and i> n son of 
Henry and Sophia (Elo) Uemker, natives of 
the (if ruian Empire. The father was a fanner 
by ooQOpation, and followed his calling with 
rare intelligence. In IH^n lie emigrated to 
America, and after his arrival in tin- United 
States caiue to La Crosse county, where he 



lived with hi-; cliiWren. Fred Iletnker is the 
youngest of a family of si.v children. At the 
age of fourteen year* he began to learn the 
trade of a bride and stone maaon, and worked 
at this business fourteen years in his native 
land. In 186 1 he determined to come to the 
United States, and carrying out this determi- 
nation we find Uiro a citizen of Hamilton 
townahip. Here he woriced at bit trade for 
three or foar years, and after his marriage in 
lie settled on a farm of 220 nereis, 
loi^aled in the La Crosse %*alley. This was 
wild land, entirely unimproved, but years of 
toil tiave converted it into one of the most 
lieiuuit'ul and fertile tracts in tlie township. 
Tlie |irinc ipal crops are whent, oats and corn. 
.Mr. Ileinker also doef. a thriving dairy busi- 
ness, keeping from twelve to fourteen head 
of cows. He has some good hoga of the 
Poland-China stock, and a few fine head of 
horj^es. His buildings are of good style, 
roomy and convenient; (he residenrc is partly 
of s«»lid and partly of veneeretl brick, and ia 
aitaated on an attractive spot, commanding 
a view of tli» ftrtite valley. The cellar is 
one of the tinent in the State, being ent in 
the solid rock. There is a thrifty v n-'^r 
orchard, and all the surrouodinga are pleading 
aiid homelilrai. 

Mr. Hemker haa been a member of the 
Town Board for tlx yean, and in this capacity 
has <ione bin coinmnnity most ethcient Fcrvice. 
He is a man of good, sound judgment, is 
genial and coarteoua of manner, and a good 
representative of his follow.oountrymen. He 
is president of the Free»Thlnkers' Society of 
Ro^twick vulley, and is one of its moat ad- 
vanced members. 

He was marrie<l in 18G9 to Miss WilheU 
mine Wege, a daughter of Henry and Soj^ia 
Wege, residents of Haniitton township. Mra, 
Hemker is one of a family of five children: 
i' red, Lizzie, Mary, Dora and herself. Sbe is 
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a woman of kind, gentlo dispositiofi, and 
highly esteemed by a wide circle of acquaint- 
ftnoM. To our rabjeet rad wife b«v« been 
bora tbreo ohildreD: Emma, Fred eod Alfred. 
Fred is overseeing the farm, end has displayed 
great aptitnde for agrienltiiral punsaiU. 

■g ' l 'i i ' S i'i" ■ 

AMUEL MATHE80N, a genera] 

murcbaiit nt Bangor, was born in Nor. 
way, fourteen miles from Ohristiauia, 
February 11, 1848, a son of Hathena Swan- 
een, a native of Norway, who ia now ninety 

yean of age. Our subject waa I'eared to farm 
life, nnd educated in tlio common pchools of ' 
hi6 native place, lie came to the United ' 
States in 1866, and first stopped two years 
io Dane eonn^, Wisoonaia, after which he 
removed to Tietnpealeau county. rTcs]>eiit 
the first seven ycarfi in this State in working 
on a farm during the stimin*?rs and in the 
lumber woodn in the winterii. In the fall of 
1878 he began derldng in the store of A. H. 
Kneland, in Galesville, Trempealeau county, 
and remained with him until 187f^, when he 
and hio cousin, John E. Johnson. cn^a<^ed in 
the hardware business at Blair, theirH being 
the first hardware atore in that plaoe. Their 
IraildiDg was destroyed by lire Jnty 27, 1801. 
Mr. Matheson sold his interest in 1878, after 
which !io owned and opprnt»'d a farm two 
years, and then engaged in eletking in a 
wholesale hardware store two years at La 
Gros?e> In 1881 he went to Onahwica, Wis- 
consin, where he clerked one year, and in 
1882 came to Hnngor and enimijpd in his 
pres«Dt business, lie carries a full line of 
gMieral merehandise, having a capital stock 
of 9B,S00 and annual sales amounting to 
$15,000. 

Mr. Matheson was married Deofiiilier 19. 
1871, to Caroline Thompsoit, who was born 



October 16, l>v4S, a daug^hter of Thorsten 
Thompson, ot Taylor, South Dakota. They 
hare fire children, foarof whom stilt surrive, 
namely: Laora, bom Angast 82, 1876; Inga 
C, August 14, 1880; Mollie B., December 2, 
1883; and Thomas A.. August 1, 1886. The 
deceased, Fritchof, died at the age of five 
years. The mother died August 8, 1889. 
She was reared a Lutheran, but at the time 
of her death was a consistent memtier of the 
Presbyterian Ctmrch. She was an affec- 
tionate wife and mother, and her loss is 
Iceenly felt by her neighbors and friends. She 
wae a derotod Ohristian worker, and a ralu* 
able member of society. Our subject also 
was reared a Lutlieran. and still holds to the 
mother church. Ue is a member of the M. 
W. of A. 




UAliLES VV. MoKEXZlE. a pioncor of 
the La Crossu valley, re&ides on section 
6, range 6 west, Bangor township, La 
Crosse county. He was ham in Waltham, 
Addison county, Vermont, a son of Alimham 
McKenzie, a native of Now Hampshire, but 
an early settler of this county, having located 
here in 1854. Our subject's mother, Soplua 
Brown, also a native of Vermont, was a 
daughter of the noted Phineas Brown, who 
came fn>m "Walthani, England, in an early 
day. He was the first settler in Waltham, 
Massachusetts, and also named the place, and 
years afterward he removed to Vermont and 
established and named the Waltham of that 
State. Our 8n?iject's jjniitdfnther, Alexander 
MoKensie, a native of Scotland, was pressed 
aboard a Britisfa man-«f-war and ewt to 
America as a British soldier; bnt his nnde, 
John MoKenzie, then second in cuinmand, 
refused to fillow tlicni to conipt'l Alexander 
to sign the papers, and drew his sword to 
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einpliai^ize Ins apst rtiot>. The captain finally 
exempted iiiin, putting tiiiii asiiorc at l)o8ton, 
when eeventeen jean of age He at onoe 
enlisted on board an American privateer^ 
where lie tci vcd tlirec TcarF, nnd iiftorwanl 
two jtars on laiul, participating in tlie battle 
of lirandjwine and many oihere. lie was a 
penonal friend of FrnideDt Iflonroe, and 
died an honored citisen of Waltham, Yer- 
mont. Onr snhject's parents bad nine chil- 
dren, fonr of whom arc now livinfr, namely: 
Sophia, DOW Mrf. Burke; Sarah, who married 
Ur. Meeder» and Hves in La GroBBe; and 
Belte, now Mrs. Carrigan, of Sparta, M^ia* 
eon sin. 

Mr. Mc'Kenzfe, our subject, was reared to 
farm lite, and educated in tlio common 
«ehooU of hia native oonuty, and aleo tauglit 
rehool one term in Vermont He eante to 
Winnebago connty, Wifconsin, in 1850, where 
be worlced at the oarpeiitcrV trade the first 
snmroer, aud the follow ing winter taught 
school in Cheater township, near Wanpun, 
Dodge county, Wisoonain, and later taught 
two termA where Brandon now stands, in 
Foful till f.ac nonntv. In Au'nist, 1^51, lit' 
settled on his present larm of 5i(M) acres, 
which he parcbased from the State, and at 
onoe put np a loft cabin and began to keep 
bach. The first night he had six Indianb to 
gtay with him. who were then nnnierntis Imt 
peaceable, ile made rails and fenced land 
the first winter, and in the latter part of the 
same season he went to La Crosse and with 
bis oxen hauled the tim}>cr for the first dock 
ever bnflt in La Crosse. In the fall of l'^5l 
Mr. McKenzie freij^hted j^oods frotu Slichuy- 
gaD to La Crosse, camping out at nights, 
which were made bideoos by the howling of 
wolves, and the only weapon)*, he possessed 
were an ax and a jack-knife. In April, 1852, 
he returned to O^hknsli. nnd worked in a saw- 
mill at that place until the spring of 1854 



and was also engage*! in teaching school 
during the winters. He brought his wife to 
this place in Jnne, 1854, and, the roof being 
gone from his cabin, Ihey lived in the wagons 
three u*eel<s. uf^iiip; tlie old caMii for a stable. 
Ile hauled 1 iniiher f roiii tlie k'iokapoo valley, 
forty niiies distant, and after reaching the 
mill the Inmber was all engaged, and he 
begged permission to ran the mill that night, 
and in that way secured enough lumber to 
load his wawns. IIo built a small frame 
hou^e, which was the tirst one ever built in 
this vicinity. 

Mr. McKenzie was married in Waupnn, 
April 10. 18 j2, to Lydia B. Roberts, a native 
of Vermont, and daughter of Samuel Rob. 
erti», now decewied. They have three chil- 
dren: Ida, now Mrs. Dr. Newton, of Bangor; 
Emma, and Mary, now the wife of Dr. Samnel 
Jones, of Minneapolis. Mr. McKenzie was 
Town Trensnrer one term, and also Sup«*rin- 
teadent of Schools two years. Socially he is 
a member of the A. O. U. W., and religi- 
ously of the Baptist Chnrah. He attended 
the organization of the first Baptist Churoh 
if! La Crosse valley, which occnrre'l in Janu- 
ary, 1852, at tiro house of Deacon Samnel 
Smith, services being conducted by Elder 
William Card, who formerly preached in 
Fond du Lac and other points. 

EVr WITHEB, whose name has been 

known and honored in La Crosse coanty 
^ilH•e 1S53, \!^ the descendant of sturdy 
New Eiii,'luiiil ancestors. His parents were 
Zachariah and Polly ^Longley) Withee, na- 
tives of Maine, the father being of Irish line- 
age, and the mother of English extraction. 
Zachariah Withee was a farmer by occupa- 
tion, and was a leading member of the agri- 
cultural comuinuity. He was a soldier in 
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the war of 1812, and for the service rendered 
fate eonntrf rMMV«d * knd warrutt. His 
wife wM one of tlie beat of women, poMMS- 

ing that great breadth of character which 
ennblcil hr-r to hpfriend the •]i«»''c:<>eii imd 
aeedj, and to give companiou^bip to those of 
bigh e«Ute. For over fifty jeara she sod 
her hatband were members of the Ifethodist 
Episcopal Chnreh; he died in 1876, at the age 
of eighty-two years; she passed away in 1871, 
at the ago of seventy-four. Levi Withce was 
bora in Somerset countj, Maine, October 20, 
1884, end is the HMk of e family of seveji 
children, only throe of whom snrvive. He 
received hiseiiucatiDii in his nativR State, and 
was reared to the oectipalio:i of u faruifr. 
The tide of emigration was sweeping west- 
ward, and the opportunities iteemed bo mnch 
greater to tin; young and ambitious man that 
in 1853 Mr. Withio found himself in 1^ 
Crofi^f'. Wisi'onsiii, taking up the laborious 
life of the pioneer. He secured e.uployment 
with a lumber firm, and in 1959 was enable J 
to open a bnsiness on hi4 own acoount, in 
Clark county, Wiisconsiu. Prosperity has 
attended bh over? afti<tn. and he has accu- 
mulated a handsome estate. Ho is one of 
tiie large stockholders of the Island Mill 
Lnmber Oompanj, of the Abattoir of La 
OKM8e,of the Electric Light Plant, and of the 
Gas Litrht Oompuny. He has for several 
years been a meuiUcr of the firm of bright & 
"Wllliee^ a logging company, and of the La 
Oroflse farming Company. He is a man of 
excellent bnainess ability, of sound judgment 
and keen foresight, and unusual executive 
ability. 

Mr. Witbeewas married, June 3, 186S, to 
Miss Lovisa Bmtth, a daughter of Orange 
and Harriet (Ketchuro) Smith, of La Crosse, 

Wi>con6in. Her father wa« born in Krnnklin 
county, New Tork, Uctot>er 11, 1800, and ! 
died near West Salem, Wisconsin, iu 1881. ' 



He was a farmer and resided in Franklin 
county till 1886, when he emigrated to Oook 
eonnty, Illinois. Later he went to Lake 
county, Illinois. In 1851 he came to La 

Croaso county, and cnt<>red a farm near 
Oaalaska, which he sold in 1875, and re- 
moved to West Salem, Wisconsin, in 1876. 
He was County Commissioner for three years, 
and was Justice of the Peace at Onalaska for 
many years. He was honorablf. prudent, and 
persevering in any cxuse he espoused, and left 
behind him an untarnished reputation. 

He was married to Harriet Ketehum, a 
native of P>ro<iklyii county, Vermont. She 
liied in Illinois, in I''t;t)!iiiirv. 1851. His scc- 
(Hui marriage was to Lanrirui lIoMen, who 
was born in Vermont in 1814. Nine chil- 
dren were bom of his first marriage, only 
three of whom are living: Henry, the oldest, 
lives at Grant's Pass, Oregon; Mrs. Sarali 
Smith nnd Mre. fjovisn Witlioe. Politically 
Mr. Smith atbliates with the iiepublican 
party, and takes an active interest in all enter- 
prises tending to advance the city, county and 
State. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Withee has V>een born 
one child, Abner, a pupil of the La Crosse 
public schools. The parents are members of 
the Universalist Choreh, of whiob Mr. Withee 
is a trustee. In his political Opinions he 
adheres to the Republican party. 

»LETER KIE.NHcn.X. Clerk of the dr- 
iPf^ ruit (""oiirt of La Crosse county, was 
l>orn in iirienz, canton of Berne, Swit- 
zerland, November 25, 1840, a son of Peter 
and Magdalene (Schild) Kienhola. His father, 
a carj)enter by trade, emigrated to America 
in 1S50, settling it) Shelhy fownship, La 
Crosse eoiitity. where lie brought up a son 
aud live daugliters, and died August 1, 1884. 
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Mr. Kienholz, our subject, was reared to farm 
life, and has continued therein until the 
present, in Shelby township. Ue was mar- 
ried in this eonntj, to Mim Afary Hma, a 
mtivii of Pomenaia, Prnsaia, and a daughter 
of Frederick William and Henrietta (Hass) 
Ilapp. Mr. and Mrs. Kieidiolz have three 
eons and one daughter: John Peter, Louieft, 
William Peter and George Editffn. Mr. 
Kienbolx ia a member of the JefFereon Olnbf 
and he and his wife worship at the German 
Kel'ormed Church. 

■ C><8 ' ■ 

fE. WHEELER, president of the Ex- 
clianiro State Bank, and proprit'tor of 
* the Novelty Wood Wurks of North La | 
CrosiM}, has been identitiod with the interests | 
of La Crurse ooanty ainoe 1879, and is de- 1 
e«rvingof more than pissing mention. He 
is a nntivc of the Empire State, Iwrn in Buf- 
talo, Octolter 10, 1850. Flis parents, John ' 
li. HUtl Mary (litwkwollj Wheeler, came from ' 
the aame State. The father emigrated to i 
Wiaeonsiu in and aettled in Walworth I 
county; he was connected with a bank there 
fur thfpp year-, and tlicn removed to Colum- 
bus. He made a trip to Colorado with his 
ton, onr snbjeot, and made ioveetroenta in 
abeep, cattle, in the gold and ameltlng works, 
and other enterprii^es. lie came to La Oosse 
in poor fiealth, and died here Septeml)er 19, 
1881, upon the same day that President Gar- 
field pawed away. Hia age was aixty-gix 
yeara. Hie wife died in 1869, at the age of 
thirty-eight years. They were both consist- i 
ent members of the Epis -opal Church, and 
were people of rare culture and retiQement. 
After Mr. Wheeler waa forty-five yeara of 
age be mastered the Spaniah, German and 
French langaagea. He began life with few 
advantage*, eave hia own bigli pnrpoaea, and 



arose to a positi»m commanding the honor 
and deepest respect of ati advanced com- 
munity. Mrs. Wheeler was tor many years 
a teaeher in the higher grades in the aehools 
of the Sonth, and was one of tlie most ave- 
ccssfnl of edncator.4. 

J. E. Wheeler, son of the above, was edn- 
cated in iiacine College, where he was a class- 
mate of QoTonior Merriam, of -Minnesota. 
He was gradnated with the honors of his 
class in 1870, and after this important event 
waf enjjafred as toller in tho bank bolonfrinw 
to his lather in Coluntbus, Wisconsin. He 
remained there one year, and in 1871 went 
into the eattle trade in Kansas; in this 
venture lie lo^t all he had on aecOant of the 
prairie fires that raf!;fd that season and the 
.severe winter which followed. The sheep 
business next engaged his attention in Colo- 
rado. There he was eminently snooeseful, and 
in Rve years made as mneh as he had lost in 

tliL' cattle trade. 

In ih7b lie purcha.^t'd a hiri^e interest in 
the First National i>ank of Colorado Spritigs, 
but sold this in order to give his attention to 
the .settlement of his father's estate; this 
I n in ss required his time for Gve yoar^. In 
IssS he was elected president of tho Ex- 
change State Bank, and in the fall of 18U1 
was re-eleeted to the office. The capital 
stock of this bank is $25,000. The vice- 
president is N. B. Uolway; cashier, H. P. 
MaL!:ilI,and teller, E. B. Nel-^on. Mr. Wheeler 
is one of the directors of the La Crosse Wal- 
lace Carriage Works, and is the owoer and 
proprietor of the Novelty Wood Works; this 
is an important iiidiiBtr}' to the city of La 
Crosse, manufacturing lumber, lath, f^liinjrles, 
sash, doors, blinds, fancy hard- woods, and ar- 
ticles in wood for patentees. 

Mr. Wheeler owns two farms, one in Oolo- 
rado and one in Walwortll eonnty, Wiscon- 
sin; the former is a milk ranch, con- 
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hiiiiing 4,000 acre^, and pastnrinj,' 12" f<uvs. 

In IS?! be was Joined iu wedlock to Miss 
Alice Edwards, a lady of culture and a daugh- 
ter of J. L. Edwards, of Walworth eounty, 
Wiscontin. Tbreti children have been born 
of this union: J. KuBsell, Jlerbcrt E. and 
Marie Adttaide. The parents are members 
of the l'4>i.scopal Church, and occupy a lead- 
ing position in »ooia1 eirelea. Mr. Wheeler 
is a man of the iiiottt correct InisinoM moth- 
<)<1h. is courteous and atl'dhht of nianitfr, wnd 
enjoys the esteem of ail classes of citizen?. 
He hafi a beautiful home, where he has sur- 
rounded hia family with all the comforts that 
ovr present civilisation anggeets. 




:ENZEL grams, dealer in grooericf, 

provieionp, winop, liquors, etc., and 
Alderman for the Thirteenth Ward, 
La Crosse, was bom in Teschen on tlie Elbe, 
Anstria, fii^tetnber 2V, 1851, a eon of Angnst 
and Eleanora (John) Grams, who came to 
America in 1857, landing at Mew York 
city. Coming directly to La Crosse county, 
they settled on a farm in Greenfield town, 
ship, where the father died September 26, 
186S, and is buried in ^formon Coolie ceme- 
tery. Of their family four eons and one 
dangliter are living: Frank, a farjuer of 
Eureka, Dakota; Anna, the wife uf Michael 
Pnnk of La Crosse; and the three brothers, 
Wcnzel, John and August, who oonstituted 
the firm of W. Grams A RroR., until 1886, 
when Wenzfl bnnght the interest of his 
brothers, who later engaged in the manutkct- 
nre of boilers at La Crosse. 

In November, 1867, Mrs. Orama married 
Frantz Ileinrich of Vernon county, Wiscon- 
sin, where they resided until 1875, wlien tliey ■ 
removed to La Crosse. Mr. ileinrich died ' 



in September, 1879, and Mrs. Heinricli on 
September 21, 1880. 

Mr. Wenael Qrams, onr snbject, grew to 
manhood on a farm, leaving it September 10, 

1875, to enjjage in mercantile business at the 
prcecnt ?tand. In 1887 he was elected Alder- 
man for his ward, and re-elected iu the spring 
of 1891. 

He was married Febraary 22, 1879, at 

La Croise, to IV)ttharina Leisgang, a native of 
America and u danphtcr of John and Mary 
Leisgang, natives of Germany. They have 
one son and two daughters, namely: Camilla 
Katharina, bom April 10, 1880,; Leonora 
Mary, Febroary 7, 1882, and Alfred Wenzel, 
Augurt BO. 1886. George Aogaat, the 
youngest child, is deceased. 

John Leisgang, the father of Mrs. Grams, 
was bom in Bavaria, April 20, 1881. He 
came to this country with his parents aboilt 
1852, lof^itiiiii; Ht Afilwaukee. He was a 
shoemaker by trade. 

On Dec ember 15, 1857, at Ilustisford 
Wisconsin, he married Mary Kartas, who 
was born near Trier in Prnssia, Jnne 23, 
1835. She emigrated to America with her 
parents, arriving at Milwaukee Octol>er 6, 
1852. To Mr. and Mrs. Leisgang were born 
five ^ons and fonr daughters, bat one died in 
iniancy and one at the age of thirteen years. 
Tho.»o living are Ivatherina,wife of W. Gratns; 
Mary; Maggit>. tlie wife of H. Schnltz; Liz- 
zie, who wedded George f^elburg, of Mil- 
waukee; John, Frank and Charley, who live 
at home with their mother in 1m. Croase. 
Mr. Leisgang died at his home in La Crosse, 
Jaly2G, 1886. 




O. TOLLEFyoN, farmer, Barre Mills, 

Wisconsin. Altlumt^h a compara- 
tively young mau Mr. ToUefsou has 



Digitized by Google 



BIOO&APHIGAL Ul^TORT. 



198 



rieen to a poeition in agrionltaral affairs in 

La Crosse conn(y wliich many older in yejirH 
and opportunities mifjlit envy. He is tl»e 
only son of six children l>orn to Ole and 
Hary Ualveirioii (Strand) Toll«fBOtt, nativca 
of Norway. The parenta emigrated to tlie 
Unitcil States in 1852 and went flnt to Kosli- 
kolong, Wi!>consin, uliero they remained two 
years. In 1664 tliey removed to La CrosBe 
Qonn^, WiiQotuin, where tbeir only eon, T. 
U., and five dangbters were bom. The father 
and mother and three daughters are now re- 
siding in La Crosse. One danghter living 
in Menomonie, Dunn county, ^Vlacollsiu, 
and another in Trempealeau county of this 
States T. O. Tollefflon attained hia growth 
in iiis native county and was married in 1880 
to Miss Lisettc Wcge, a native of Qeriiiany 
iiiul the (iaiii,fliter of Henry and Sopliia Wefje, 
Hlbo uativebof that country. Mr. Wuge died 
in Qerraany in 1861iat the age of fifty years; 
and his widow, with five children — ^Litette, 
Minnie, Fred, Mary and Dorn — eaine to the 
United States, eettling in La Crosae county. 
She is now residing witii her daughter Min- 
nie. Mary is deeeeaed. Mr. and Mr*. Tollef • 
son's marriage resulted in the birth of three 
children: Arthur R., Orrin J. and one de- 
ceased, unnamed. They nre wortliy members 
of the Lutheran Church ot Hostwick Valley 
and liberal contribntors to the same. Mr. 
Tvllelbon has held a number of local positions 
and has filled them in a creditable and satis- 
factory manner. He in the owner of a fine 
farm of 230 acres, all valley land, and has it 
nnder a good state of enltivatioiL He has a 
large farm house, a stone-basement bam cap- 
able of stalling ciirht head of horses and forty 
}n'!i'l of cattle, and is one of tlio prominent 
^tu^•k-^ai8e^s of the township, keeping a good 
grade horses, cattle and hogs. Ills sur- 
roundings indicate thrifty, eneigetie and 
capable mausgement He is a pahlic»spirited 



citizen and gives his hearty snpport to all 

wortljy enterprises for the advancement of 
the county, in politics he afliiiates with the 
Kepiiblicaii party. 



D. CiOODllICII, station agent for the 
Chicago, Milwaukee «& St. Paul Kail- 
^ way Company, at West Salem, was 
born in Bntland eounty, Vermont, Haroh 8^ 
1835, and is the eon of Mason and Sarah C. 
(Dana) Goodrich, natives of the Green 
Mountain " State. The father was a black- 
smith and luaubiuUt by trade, and followed 
this occupation until 1859, when he came to 
Wisconsin and engaged in agricultural par« 
suits in DfiTie county; later he removed to 
Sun Prairie, and there purchased a shop and 
resumed his trade. He died in 1869, at the 
I age of sixty-three yMVs; hia wile died in 
1856; they were consistent members of the 
; CongrejTatiunal Church. They reared a 
■ family of children, four of whom are 

I still living: iienry enlisted in 18G2, in Com- 
I paoj K, Thirty-third Wiseonsin Volunteer 
Infantry, was BO(m afterward talECn ill and 
: died, at the age of twenty-two years; A. D., 
the subject of tliis notice, had been engaged 
in agricultural pursuits two years when be 
abandoned this work, and enlisted in the same 
company and regiment as his brother. He 
was in many of the most notc<l engagements 
of the war, and did valiant and t'aithfnl eer- 
vioe in the cause he had espoused. He was 
on duty for three years, and in this time par- 
ticipated in sixteen battles: Gold Water, 
Miesiseippi; the sie;,'e of Vicksburg for thirty 
days; Jacktson, iMit^Kiseippi, for two days; 
Pleasant Hill Landing, Louisiana; Ft. De 
Kuesy, Louisiana; Yellow Bayou, Louisiana; 
Oane River, Louisiana; Marksville, Louisiana; 
Tupelo, Mississippi; Old Town Oredc, Looisi- 
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ana; NrxRhvillc, Tetmessee, two days; f lie ?ii'ge 
of Mubile and Spaninh Fort, lor tii'teeiMiayti; 
Cftniargo CnMs Roads, Claatiemlle, Bayou 
Beef and Gonshatte Gbnte. He enlisted as 
a private, and was first promoted to the otiice 
of Orderly Serj^cant, and Inter to the First 
Lieutenancy, a fKieition he had filled eight 
months before the ulose of the war. He was 
honorablj disehar|{ed Angnst 14, but 
was mustered oat of the eervico in Jnly, hav- 
inp nerved tlirpe years to a day. lit- sra? never 
wounded or taiten prisoner, and cndurfd t!>e 
exposure and privations fairly well. At 
Tupelo, Hisslasippi, he received a snn-slroke, 
in July, 1864; this caused him considerable 
discomfort, ami in consnqnence he now lias a 
pension from the United Stutes Government. 
After the cessation ol ho»tiiitie»- he returned 
to his home and took np farminji;, which he 
porsaed until 1869. In that year he bsgan 
working for the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railway Company, and for twenty-two 
years has been in their employ; he has Xaxn 
agent at De Forest, Windsor, Arlington, 

M and llfreet Salemi making a record 

as an efficient, courteous and capable officer. 
As a citizen, Ihp loyalty can never be cnjes- 
tioned, and he is a iil)eral supporter of home 
industries. 

Mr. Goodrich was united in marriage in 

1861, to Miss Lydia A. Walker, a daughter 
of Anio:i J. Walker, of Wljttinf, Vermont; 
one child was born of this union, Hessie, who 
is now the wife of Carroll Cook; Mr. and 
Itfrs. Oook are the parents of one child. Mrs. 
Goodrich died in September, 1K02, at the age 
of twenty-six years. She and her hiisfmnr! 
had determined that she would better go to her i 
parents in Vermont and remain there during 
his term of service in tlie armjr, but she was 
taken ill and died tlie day they had set for 
her starting on the journey. Tlie daughter 
Bessie was then taken to her grandparents, 



and Btill rfpides in Vermont. Mr. Goodrich 
was married a second time in the fall ot ihfiT, 
when he was united to Miss Juriepliine Van 
Wie, a daughter of John and Emeline Yan 
Wie, of Windsor, Wisconsin. Five children 
have been born to them: Kntrna, Julia, who 
died at the age of ten years; (]larence, Jolm 
and Edna. Clarence is engaged ns night 
o]>cnitor in his fother's office. Mr. Goodridi 
U \i HUMnberof the Masonic order and of the 
rniiMi Veteran Legion of La Crosse. Politi- 
cally he attiliates with iiepnblican party. 



W. WOOD, proprietor (*f one of the 
best liotels in tliis section of country, 
* is a natix'C of Jetlercou county, New 
York, borti at Watertown, September S4. 
1833. Iliif parents wers Lorsnzo and Ann 
L. (Jeni.-on) Wood, wlio were also natives of 
the "Kmiiire State." Tlit; father died when 
our subject was a child of three years; the 
mother supported him and a sister, Harriet, 
nntil the death of the latter, in 1845; when 
L. W. was nine years of age he began to earn 
hi'' own livinw, and from the time he had a 
home it was the shelter of his aged mother; 
she died at the age of sixty-eight years, 
a devout member of the Oongrsgational 
Church, and a woman of rare force of character. 

In 1S51 Mr. Woofl removed to Wisconsin 
from New York, and embarked in the rail- 
road bnilding which was then being oeguu 
by the Ohieago^ Milwaukee & St Paul Rail- 
way Company. When the road was com- 
pleted lie was made a conductor and held 
that position for nine yeara. At the end of 
that period he I'esigued to engage iu the hard- 
ware business; he learned the trade of a 
tinner, but afterwards abandoned it to take 
up airrietilttire: he carried on farming until 
1890, and iu that year built the hotel over 
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wtiieh he presides with great tuoceis. Be 
koepe a firat-elass house ia every respect; 
tbere are twenty sleeping rooms for gaeets, 
an office, parlor and dining rooms, all of ' 
which are well fnrnishcd. Mr. Wood sold 
hia £arm iu li^UO, and gives his nndivided 
attention to the care and oorafort of the 
gneets of the home. 

lie was married in 1858, to Misn Clarissa 
D. Wyatt, fi daughter of William and Clarissa 
(Dodgt!) Wyatt. of Erie county, Pennsylvania. 
Of this union throe children have been born: 
Lntber W. is the agent for the Chicago «& 
Northwestern Railroad at Huron, Dakota, a 
position he has filled for twelve years; he 
married Miss Carrie Mower and they have 
three children: Burt, Gracie and Wyatt; 
Mary E. is the wife of Ooorfj^ T. MeBlroy 
of West Salem, and is the motho' of two 
children: Clara and Blanche; Charles W. 
is the cashier in the office with his brother at 
Huron, Dakota. The parents of these ohild- 
ren are tnembers of the Second Advent 
Chareh. Mr. Wood belongs to the Masonie 
fraternity, and in his political opinions ad- 
heres to tlio principles of the Prohibition 
party. He and his wife have proven their 
abilitjr and qaaliiioations to till the position 
of host and hostess in their popular hostelry; 
th*y have a constantly increasing patrotmge, 
a fact which kIiows the appreciation of the 
traveling public. 

William Wyatt, father of Mrs. Wood, was 
born at West Point| New York, and was a 
tanner by trade; he earried on this business 
in Pennsylvania and New York, and after- 
ward engjigcd in mercantile pnrMiits. Later 
in life lie removed to Stevens' Point, and i 
there acted a« Notary Public aitd land a^ent. 
He was born March 26, 1808, and died 
March ^, 1S64; his wife was bom in the j 
State of New York, January 15, 1812, audi 



died April S!», 1S37. They reared a family 
of four children: Mnry E., John H,, William 
£. and Mrs. L. W. Wood. 

fK. JOHNSON, the Bubjeet of the fob 
lowing bioj^raphtcal i>ketch, occupies a 
^ position in the commercial circles of 
La Ormse county which entitles him to more 
than a passing mention in this history. He 
is a native of Norway, born February 14, 
185P), and is a son of Johannes .Mikkelson 
and Malino ^Thoresonj Kollostueo, also Nor- 
wegians by birth. The mother is an honored 
resident of this county, living with her 
oldest dftiightor at Onala-ska. The father 
died J an nary 1, 1889, at the a^e of ?eventy- 
six years. .1. K. Johnson is tlie ninth of a 
&mily of ten children, eight of whom are 
livinf;. He received his edooatton in the 
common schools and at AtwelTs Business 
Oollecre, La Crosse, being a graduate flierein 
1872. ills first businedS undertaking was as 
a clerk in North La Crosse, where he was 
employed by the firm of Tarbox A Son. The 
follow! year he taught school at New 
Amsterdam, La Crosse county, and altlirni^li 
this was an entirely new vocation, he suc- 
ceeded remarkably welL He did not follow 
the profession any length of time, but re- 
Buined clerking, accepting a position with O. 
II. Leet; at the end of pix rr^oatlis, liowever, 
he agreed to teach otie term uf school at 
Holland, Wisconsin. When this was finished 
he returned to West Salem, and was em- 
ployed as a clerk in the general store of E. 
Johnson, who was posttnanter of the place. 
In the spring of 1870 lie piireiiaesed a half 
interest iu the store in which he had been 
employed, the firm name being changed to 
j E. .liihuson & Co. Tliis relationship existed 
i until April, 1881, when £. Johnson sold his 
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interest to L. Lar'^on, and the firm name l>e- 
caine Johnson ik, Larson (nee e^ketch (,f L. 
ioireon.) This i^ tlie leading geuerul luer 
eantile tirm of th« place; they do s heavy 
bneint'.-^:^ and have a continually increasing 
tiwle. TIk' 8ucee8« of Mr. Jolinsuii is not 
due to cliaiu-e. \mx to tlic iact tliat he has 
made the mual ot' his opportunitios. Being 
endowed with snperior bnoiocta qualifieations, 
be has per^vered in all bta underiakipge 
until hie effortt bare been erowned with 

He wa« aj|)pointed Postmaster by rresident 
Ilayes, and filled the ofBee fonr yean with 
eredit to himself and with entire satisfaction 

to the public. Lk'forc his appointment be 
bad serv'C'i as Deputy PostinastcM- for six or 
eeveu years, and was familiar with every de- 
tail of tfie business. 

Mr. Johnson was united in marriage^ July 
6, 1B81, to Miss Nettie Larson, a daughter uf 
Christian Lari^on, one of »he oldest .-cttlers 
o£ the La Crosse valley anil a highly respected 
citisen. Fonr children have been born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson; Charles J., Gny M., 
Harrison and Morton, the last two boing 
twins; Morton difd in ISSR. aged five 
months. Tlit' pai*ents are meiiiliers of the 
r>it)r\vi '^ian Lutheran Church. In his politi- 
cal opinions oar subject aditoras to the prin- 
ciples of the liepublican party. He is a man 
of that type wliich gives character to a coiu- 
inunity, (hio wlioni any couDtv may be proud 
to own as a citizen. 

-■ »*'i g ' |i <' ^ 

C IIEWiTT, proprietor of the largest 
livery, feed and sale stable of West 
^ Salem, was born in Canada East, Ang- 

uet 7, 1840, and is a son of James an<l Pollen 
(Barton) llowitt, natives of Canada, the for- 
mer being of English, aud the latter of Scotch 



oxtrnctto)). Tlic father was ftifrngotl in agrl- 
cnltural pursuits in Canada, and in iSoT, fame 
to the Uuited States and settled on a farm in 
La Crosse eoun ly, Wisconsin. He oondncted 
this hnsine^< vvitli rare judgment, and aocom- 
jilishcd rii-nlts thiit reflected great credit not 
only upon liim.-i If but also upon the pnrpiiit 
of agriculture. He died in 1873, at the age 
of seventy years; bis wife lived until 1889, 
aged eighty-two years; they were both con- 
sistent members of the Second Advent Church. 
Their family consisted of eight children, neven 
of whom are living. J. C, the subject of 
this notice, remained nnder the parental roof 
until he was twenty-four years of age. He 
bad learned the blackstnith*s trade, whieh he 
followed a nninlver of years previous to em- 
bai-king in the business of UUiug tbe soil. 
He purchased a farm irf 160 acres, and still 
owns 140 acres; this land lies in Bnma 
township, is well improved, and excellently 
adapted to tbe raising of live-stock. Mr. 
Hewitt has some very fine Jersey cattle, and 
has been very successful in bis efforts to ele- 
vate the standard of all classes of stock raised 
in the commnnity. 

In 1*^1)7 he \va3 iinitod in mnrrja£»t? to Miss 
Fidelia, a daughlor of George and Lavioa 
(Whitcomb) Levitt; four children were born 
of this union: Jennie V., wife iA J. Smitb; 
Minnie, wife of Edwin Lovell; George, who 
is assisting his fatfior in his present business; 
and Cliar!t>8 .1., a teacher in the public schools 
of the county. Tiie mother of these children 
died February 18, 1881; she was a consistent 
member of the Second Advent Church, and 
\va^ a de\ oteil wife and mother. Mr. Hewitt 
was married a .second time in l>sS2, to Mrs. 
Kli^^a Uobinsoa; Jesse iiobinson, her sou by 
her first marriage, has been a member of our 
subject's family since he was three years of 
ago; he is now a 8tu<lent in the public seliools 
and is a promising lad; bis mother died De- 
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oember 8B, 1883, at the ag^ of thirty-three 

years; plie whb fi worthy memhor of tlie Pres- 
byterian ('hiirch. The third marriage of Mr. 
Llewitt was to Mrs. Viola Wilbur, hm Bun- 
day, J Illy 3, 1884; she has ooe daughter, 
Grade, the wife of W. Quiggle, of Mindorot 
La Cro88o county. 

Mr. Hewitt enlisted in 18R1 as a memlier 
of Company B, Second Wiscunain Cavalry. 
In May, 166S, he was eererely injnred by a 
kii'k from a horse, wliicli neceMitated hie 
discharge. In the fall of 1802 he re-enlisted in 
Company 1, Eighth Wisconsin Volunteer In- 
fantry, and partici|}ated in the enga^ment 
at NashTilte and Spaniah Fort, and aome 
minor battles and akiriniabeB. He reedved 
his final discharcre at Madison, Wisconsin. 
TTe iH now drawing a pension from the Gov- 
ernment in recoj^oition of his services. Qe 
is a member of the O. A. R. Poet. Foliti- 
callj he supports the principles of the Pro- 
hibition party, but before he espoused this 
cause he votdl the Republican ticket. lie 
and his wife belong to tlic iSecond Advent 
Choreh at finms, and he is a deacon of the 
•oeietj. He fa a man of the highest princi- 
ples, of the most correct business methods, 
and is worthj of the esteem in which be is 
held. 

f AMES VINCENT, one of the moat in- 
spected citizens of La Crosse county, 
Wisconsin, has he<!n identiiieil with the 
lumber interests of tliis bection since 1854, 
and has lai^lj aided in the development of 
this mammoth enterprise of the State. He 
was born at Half Moon, Saratoga connty. 
New York, October 16, 1825, nnd 1;^ a son of 
Stephen Viucont, a native of the same plat^ 
His grandfather, Jeremiah Yinoent, served 
aeven years in the war of the Revolution, 
being Captain of a military company; he 



died at the age of ninety-six years; his sec- 
ond wife, Mary Vincent, tlie mother of 
Stephen Vincent, died some years later, at 
the age of ninety- four years. Tbesobjeot of 
this biography is the second in a family of 
six children. In his yuiith he went Out to 
fervipp on a farm, receiving; $8 per month; 
like many another lad of that day, he had few 
educational advantages, and at the age of six- 
teen years he went to learn the carpenter's 
trade; three years later he went to Lanaing- 
bnrg, New York, to work as a journeyman. 

During the California gold fever of 1849 
he started to the Pacitic coast. Arriving 
in San FranoiBoo in October, 1849, he was 
offered $11 and two rations per day to work 
at his trado for the Government, but this he 
declined. Wlicn lie rcaehed Stockton he was 
offered an ounce of gold, or $16, per day to 
work at carpentering, and this he accepted. 
At the end of one week he discovered that 
he could do much better by going into busi- 
ness for himself; ro ho went to work on his 
own account. It was at this time be had the 
pleasure of voting at the lirat election in Cal- 
ifornia, the question at isaue being the free- 
dom uf tlic State; and it wn-s about this 
time, also, that tlie Vigilance Committee was 
appointed. 

lu the fall of 1850 Mr. Vincent left Stock- 
ton for the mines, and had been there but 
six weeks when he beard of the serious ill- 
ness of his wife, and that she wished him to 
return home; the same day he sold his claim, 
took bis blanket with a t»ox of gold-dust the 
next morning and started on foot over a 
lonely trail to the nearest ranch, a distance 
of forty miles; he reaehed this place the 
evening of the sami: tisiy. foot-sore and weary. 
Upon his arrival at his home in I^ew Vork 
he fonnd his family much improved in 
health. 

Early in the '50s he started on his second 
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trip witli ,1 friend, SyUami.s S.ivles, for Cali- 
fornia; Mr. Sayiea was u cuiiipaiudii of hie 
boyhood, and it was his propobitiuu that tlioy 
go to Ciilil'uriiia and engage in contracting^ 
and brid^f-biiildinp; they carried out tliiij 
plan, and wen; very euccessful. After va 
abaerioe of eigliteen months tbej retnraed to 
Laneingbnrg, New York, greatly gratified 
with their trip. Mr. Vincent was clcctcJ 
Alderman booh after coining home, the Xvrm 
being three years, but he resigned the otlice 
in tlie spring of 1866, upon bit rerooral to 
Wieoonsin. In the fiiU of 1854 he came to 
La Crosse, and was so much iiiiprcBSed with 
the place and its poSfiWe future that he re- 
moved his family and his parents tlie follow- 
ing bpriiig. Soon after bit arriTal he oom- 
meneed bailding bis residence^ and engaged 
in the Ium1)er business. 

In 1858 he forintH! a partnorship with Mr. 
George Edwardn. and tor some Y*-'nr» did a 
large business iu buying wheat and pork. 
In the fall of 1860, Mr* Vincent, with his 
usnal basiness aigadty, obi>erving the low 
price of IuHil)er and the small quantity in 
stock throiif»hout tlio country, suggested that 
they invest in this commodity. Mr. Edwards 
remarked, "Why, what are you going to do 
with Inniberl Yon oannot give it awaj.*' 
Mr. Vincent replied, "That is just the reason 
wc shnnld hny now. There ii* no stock in 
the market, and prices must ad vance.^^ They 
carried on the wheat and lainher hnsioeN 
for two yearv, when tbey gave up the grain 
trade, and instead added to their lumber 
bu»iness that of logginsf. In 1S75 Mr. Vin- 
oeDt became sole proprietor, and iu 1880 he 
took his son Eugene into partnenhip in the 
Ininber-yard. This partnership eontinned 
until the death of the son. since which time 
Mr. Vincent has cnntimied llie l.tisinr-s^, 
uudor the tirm uame of James Vincent &, I 



Son, and is also interested in several of the 
leading enterprises of tUe city. 

He has been twioe married. April 88, 
1646, at Lansingbarg, New York, he 

weilded Mifis Eliza JL Oolo; she died Janu- 
ary 7, 1882. There were throe children by 
this union: James Piatt, who died in 
Nof ember, 1805; Eugeue, whose death 
oeenrred in November, 1884; and Gordell 
^l., the wife of F. H, Sejmonr, of Green Bay, 
Wisconsin. At Chicago, Illitiois, J an nary 
31, 1884, Mr. Vincent was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Agnes McKillip, a daughter 
of Hugh MeEillip, of La Croese. They are 
the parents of one child, Agne*. 

By industry and strict cconotny he lias 
heeti eininenHy BUceeBefnl in the acquisition 
of wealth, and at his pleatuiut home urt Ca«g 

Street is aarronnded by all the comforts that 
make life worth living. 

• i ^i i ii s 

fW. liANNEY.— In reeording the an- 
nals of any oommnnity there are always 
' a few characters that stand pre-eminent 
among the worthy pioneers, men possessed of 
many virtues that have had their iofluence in 
monlding and shaping the destinies of the 
emning generations. It is these men who 
readily find place in history, whose career 
it is a pleasure to review. Such a man if J. 
W. Kaiiuey, an old and respected farmer cf 
La Grosse coanty. He was bom in Oneida 
eonn^. New York, January 3, 1818, and is a 
son of Eli and Eveline (Parmley) I^nney, 
nativeg of Mafsaehiieotta and New York re- 
Bj)ectively. The father was a farmer, and in 
1853 he removed to DeaHoines county, Iowa, 
where he settled on a tract of land which he 
cultivated antil the time of hie death at the 
aijf of neventy-one years; hit! wife died in 
i lb3u at the age of tbiriy-foar years. There 
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Wttre live children of this marriage: J. W., 
the subject of this brief Itio^Taphy; Nancy 
J., wite of H. O. Minor; Herman, who mar- j 
ried Mies Smith; Levica, wife of Clinton 
Brand, and Jnliaiy who married Htm Milkk. 
Eli Riiimoy was married a eecond time to 
Miss L. Whitmors^ and font children were 
born to tlictn. 

J. W. Ivanney began life upon iiis own re- 
•ponalbnitj at the age of eighteen jean. He 
taaght school for lour or five wiotarB in the 
primitive schoolhonso of "ye olden times" 
and was quite snccpssfnl. He worked at the ' 
carpenter's trade in the sumiaer season, and 
also operated a sawmill. His marriage oe- 
enned in the State of- New York to Hiss 
Elizabeth Qnackenbueh, a daughter of John 
Qiiackenbiish and one of a family of eleven 
children. Mr. Eanney was engaged io the 
milling baslness for several years after his 
marriage, and in 1864 emigrated to Wiscon- 
sin, settling on the farm where ho now 
residef. Fie owns 200 acre? of as fine lutn1 ■ 
as lies within the borders of tlie iState of 
Wisconsin, and is surrouhded with all the 
improvements and modem appliances for 
carrying on lni:^!«n«iry in the most profitable 
manner. His Icirn Ik large uiid l-oii\ culciitly 
arranged, and the sheds for llie protfcition of 
live-stock are of the same substantial cliarac- 
ter. Mr. Banuey is numbered among the 
most progressive and successful fanners of 
the county, and his opinioti on all agricnltural 
questions in given i\\w weiglit. 

Politically he is identitied witii the lie- 
puhlican party. He has filled all the minor 
offices of Uie township, and the people of the 
county have tostitied to their confidence in 
his ability and judgment l>y fleeting liim to j 
the State Senate. He discliarged his duties i 
with that fidelity which has ever marked his 
every action, and refieeted great credit not on 
himself alone but also upon his constitnem^. 



Mr. and Mrs. Kanney are the parents of 
six children: Clara M. died ;it the age of 
I twenty-four yeju-s; Cassins M. is assisting 
his fatlieron tlie farm; Edwin H. was killed 
while attempting to hoard a train February 
25, 1876, aged sixteen years; Mary L. died 
at the age of twenty one yenrs: Minnie, twin 
sister to Mary L., diet! at tlio ai^e uf six 
months, and Jay W. The mother passed 
from this life in 1881, aged fifty-fdnr years, 
^e was a member of the Congregational 
Church, and u as w devout Christian, a faitb/nl 
' wife and a loving mother. 

Abner Raunej, grandfather of our subject, 
lived to be one hundred years and six months 
old! He was a soldier in the war of 1812, 
and died in Oneida coun^, New York. 

SB. SMITH. — Ko name is more promi- 
nent in agricultural circles in La 
.> - Oroefse connty than tliut of the i^entle- 
maii whuHC uaiue appears at the head of this 
brief biogmphical sketch. He is a native of 
the State of New Tork, horn in Oneida 
county, August 21, 1835. His parents, 
Robert und M;ir<jaret (Green) Smith, were 
also born in tlie Empire State," but emi- 
grated with their family to Wisconsin, and 
settled near Ooonomowoc; there they lived 
until 1861, and then wmt to La Crosse 
county, where thoy were among the earliest 
settler"; they endured many privations and 
hardships, bnt being possehsed of tliose ster- 
ling traits characteristic of the pioneer they 
ovMtsame all obstaoles, and aided in securing 
to the coming generations one of tlie ilneet 
j farming commnnities in the Union. The 
I father followe<l agriculture all hie life, and 
ai^er ooming to tlte county purchased 200 
acres of ehoioe land, on which he lived vntll 
his death in 1888; his age was seventy-seven 
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years; his wife died in 1879 \vhi1f> slie wfis 
visiting a daughter in Kaneae. Tuey had a 
ftmily of fonrefaildien: F. B., the aubject of 
thii notioe; Anna dooeaaed; Nettie, de- 
ceased, and Lavorn, who was murdered in 
California, being shot from hi^^ horee while 
riding over the Kierra I^evada mountains; 
tbe mntdMwr vaa caught, and hung aCter a 
trial by jorj. 

Mr. Smith grew up amid the wild scenes 
of the frontier, and was early inured t'> the 
hard lalK>r of the farm. In IbOU he began 
eultivatiog tbe tract of land on which he now 
Uvea, which he bad purchaaed from hia father 
He set abont twenty acres to hope, and this 
prove«1 a most profitable inchiKtrv; from four 
acres lie took in two years $13,0UU worth of 
hops. He now owns 600 acres of knd, nicely 
located in the LaOroaie Talley; the aoil ia fer- 
tile, and produces everything that grows in 
this latitude. Ho hns erected n commodious 
house, large and convenient barns, and has 
furnished liie place with all tlie modern ap- 
l^ianoes of fitrming. The huoid ia wel- 
watered by natural atreama. and is well sup 
plied artificially by means of a windmill 
and pipes. Uis largest crop for IS'Jl %vas 
oats, of which grain he threshed 5,00il bush- 
els; he has fifty-four acres in com, and equally 
aa mneh land in hay. He ia known aa a pro- 
gress! ve farmer, and his snccesa is the result 
of wipe management and indnstry. 

Politically Mr. Smith atiiliates with the 
Kepublican party. He was elected dudrman 
of the Town Board, a position he has Jield 
for twelve years, and which he has shown 
himself well fitted fo occnpy. lie was ek»ctcd 
a member of the building committee of the 
La Crosse Insane Asylum, and after the hos- 
pital was completed he waa appointed a 
trustee for three years by the Oonnty Board ; 
at the expiration of his tonn he was re-elected 
for another term of three years. He was 



chairman of the building committee of the 
ija Crosse county jail, a structure which cost 
over $80,000. 

He also takea m great interest in blooded 
stock, of which ho has fome fine specimens 
on liis farm; he has a trottinj; .-tallion which 
has a record of 2:25, which also took second 
money in a free-for-all race at Black River 
Falls; he baa a herd nnmbering aboot aixty 
head of Shropshire sheep, and eighty head of 
hogs, of a f^npcrior tirade. 

Mr. Smith was married in 1860 to Miss 
Celestia Best, a daughter of William Best of 
Ta Crosse county, and to them have been 
born six children: MilHc, wife of Howard 
Cronk; Walter, Burt, Stella, Pearl, and 
Winnie. Mrs. Smith is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church. The family stand high 
in the oommnnlty, occnpying an enviable 
position in aoeial and financial eirdca. 



A. L BRADFIELD, M. D., specialist 
of the eye, ear, nose and throat, is 

^ ranked among the leading practitioners 
of r^a Crosse, a [losition that lias been Hf,- 
cordcd him through his own merit. He is a 
native of the State of Ohio, bora in Colum- 
biana county, at East Fairfield, Febmaiy 8, 
1861. Uis parents, 6. W. and Saline (Beck) 
Bradfield. were natives of the same connty; 
the father was a farmer by occupation, and in 
186S lie removed to Crawford county, Hli- 
nois, where he engaged in the raising of live- 
stock for six years; thence he went to Clay 
county, niinois, where lie resumed agricult- 
ural pursuits, which lie continued to the 
time of his death in 1879; he was forty .four 
years old. He held variona local offloes where 
lio resided, waa well and favorably known and 

univi-rsallv respected. lie wa« a member of 
the Disciple Church from his youth, and 
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livLiI the relit-ir !: I^c ])^»f(•s^od; his wife is 
also a ciMisistent mcinlier of tlic same church. 
After the death of her hushaiid she lived tor 
four jean on the fRirn, and then removed to 
Enieki, Illinois, where she opened a milli- 
nery store. She was bom Fehriiary 3, 1S35, | 
and to her and her lamented Lusban*) were 
born ei^ht children, seven of whom are 
living: fiophronU J. is the wife of Milton 
Sleek, of Waehington; Lonelle inarried A. E. 
McKnight, of Chicago, Illinois; the Doctor 
is the third in order of hirth; Kate C. is the 
wife of Ira Galp, a bookkeeper in the em- 
ploy of the Armoer Flacking Company ; W. 
G. ie principal of the pnblic eehools of 
Qeorp^etovn, lllinoiB; Ruth A. is aesieting 
her mother in the millinery business; Hnttie 
A. is still in school, and is now a etiident at 
Eureka College; the fifth ehild, a rod, died 
in infanej. 

Dp. BradfieM remained on the farm fonr 
jeare after his father's dcatli. and then entered 
the Eureka College, where he reiuaiueU two 
years; for the next two years he was a snc- 
oe«efnl teacher in the public sohoots of Wood- 
ford eonnty, Illinois; vacations and all other 
time which cnnld be spfircd frnjn Pt-hoot duties 
were devoted to £itady in hischo&eu profession, j 
Having determined upon the medical pro 
fewion as his life work, in the spring of 1834 
he began his study of the ecience under the 
direction of Dr. L. A. Ferry, of Eun ka. Illi 
nois. He remtiitied with tliis physician two 
years and then entered the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons, Chicago, from whteh he 
was graduated with the class of 1688. Im- 
mediately following this event he went to 
Loyal, Wisconsin, where he opened an otiice 
and began practice; for two and a half years 
he remained in this place, and met with very 
gratifying snocess. Ambitions to excel in hie 
profession, he returned to Chicago for the 
pnrpoee of taking a special coarse in the 



study of the di senses and treatment of the 
eye, ear, nose an<i throat. After he hud com- 
pleted this work he came to La Crosse, in 
1891, and opened hie olBoe at 8S8 Main 
street; he has done a very satisfactory busi- 
ness, having made a repntation as a skillfol, 
CO ti Hc i en t i on s ph ysi c i an . 

Dr, Bradtield was married November 1, 
1888, to Miss Frona A. Oastner, a daughter 
of John and Lydia Oastner. John Oastner 
was a pioneer of the State of Wisconsin, 
although a n'itive of Ohio; he lias traded 
with the Iiidians un lUack river, and can tell 
many a thrilling cvpcrienee he has had with 
the red men. Be is now a resident of Oiark 
county, Wisconsin, and is engaged in agri- 
cultural pnrsnits. His wife's maiden name 
was Lydia Mack; ebe is a native of the Do- 
minion of Oanada, and esme to Wisconsin in 
her girlhood. Tb^ have bad bora to them 
nine children, two of whom died in infancy: 
Mary is the wife of Ernest Bnyer, and the 
mother of three children, fearl, liuby and 
Delbert; George married Miss Lilian Nutting, 
and tbey have two ehildren, Oora and John; 
Mrs. Bradfielil Is tlie third born; Albert and 
Alfred are twins, the former a farmer and the 
latter a teacher of wide experience and excel- 
lent reputation; Biua is the wife of William 
Dnteher and the mother of one child, Royoe; 
Daniel is still at home. Mrs. Brad Held was 
educated in the public fchools, and at the ajre 
of sixteen years began tcacliinp: slie was suc- 
cessful in her chosen Held ot labor, and in 
order to fit herself better for the work she 
had undertaken she entered the River Falls 
Normal School, from which she was graduated 
in 188ti. She taught in the l.a Crosse pub- 
lic schools for one year, fully sustaining her 
reputation as one of the beet educators in the 
county. The year the Doctor was in college 
in Chicago she spent in an art school, study- 
ing painting and crayon work; she also has 
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a considerable talent for music, and has made 
■AdTMioed progress in its itadj. The Doctor 
and his wile are both worthy members of the 

Methodist Episcopal Cluirch, and are among 
the meet hi^lily cBteemed members of social 
circles in La Cruase. 

— ■ ^i .. i3" ' 

Jj^jariLLIAM R. SPARLING, an old and 
•wl^jM liiglil v i"espectod citizen of La Crosse 
r^Ti cuuutj, has been a resident of tlie 
Steteof Wisoonsin since 1846. He was bom 
in Tioga eounty. New Toi^ in 1826, and is 
e son of Peter and Lydia (Rose) Sparling, 
natives of New Jersey; they were reared on 
the banks of the Delaware river, were mar- 
ried in their native State, and came to New 
York shortly after this event. The father 
was a farmer by occnpation, and pinvnod this 
calling with rare itifelligence. lie died in 
Tioga county, New York, iu 1849, at the age 
of sixty-tive years; his wife died in 1837; 
they had bom to them a family of eight chil- 
dren, six of whom are now living. At the 
age of sixtwn yoars Willliun II. Spiiiliiiir 
cnteriMl u])('it the responsibilities of lile. He 
learned the tradeof a blacksmith in New York 
State, and then «ame west to Colambia 
comity, Wisconsin, in 1S4(1; for ten years he 
followed tlii.s calHtifj quite succesefuUy, and 
then caiiio to Lh ( 'l■o^^^• county, locating tour 
miles from tlio present site of West Salem; 
there he conducted a farm and blacksmith's 
shop until 1866, when he removed to West 
Salem, settling in the house he now nccii[iies. ; 
Hp owns 100 nerps of Innd. which he !i;is ' 
rented; the principal products are grain and 
fruit, and to the cultivation of the latter he 
has given especial attention. The improve* 
ments of this farm are of a most substantial 
character, the brick residence being erected ■ 
at a oobt of $y,OUO; water is carried by a sys- ' 



tern of pipes to all the bnildings. Three 
acres of another tract of nine acres are set to 
tobacco; this industry is not a large one,.bnt 

is conducte<l to prove the p-issibility of rais- 
ing tobueci) with [irufit in l'it;tnd«\ 

Mr. Spsirliiig was married .September 24, 
1851, to Miss Cornelia Young, of Fall River, 
IVuoonsin, a daughter of Thomas Toung, of 
Saratoga, Now York. Four ehtUren have 
l>eeu Imrn of this union: Will.e died at the 
age of live years, and Bertie, when six months 
old; Fayette K. married ivlith lioby, and 
tbey have one child, Neal ; they reside on a 
farm in Baogor township; Adella, wife of 
Frank 11. Nye, lives on a farm in Hamilton 
township, and has two cliildreti, Mark and 
Pattie lielle. Mrs. Sparklin<r departed this 
lile April 16, 1891, at the iige of sixty-four 
years. She was for many years a member of 
the Baptist Church and was a devout Chris- 
tian ; she was a fond and faithful wife, and an 
indulgent mother. 

During all the years of bis residence in 
La Crosse connty, Mr. Sparling has been al- 
lied with tliosc movements which have tended 
t(» develop tlie best re^onrccs of both the 
county and JStute, and he is numbered aiuoQg 
the iirst citizens of West Salem. 

tKV .FATIIKIJ .1. K. PRUCITA, pastnr 
of St. Wenceslaus' lioheniian Catliolic 
Chnreh, Winnebsgo street. La Oroase, 
Wisconsin, is the subject of the following 
biograpbieal sketch. He was born in New 
York City December 22, 1805, and in his 
youth was a student at the Jesuit Sixteenth 
Street College ; later he took a classical course 
at St. Yinoent's Benedictine Abbey, Latrobe, 
Peimsytvania. His philosophical and theo- 
logical trMininrj was received at St. Francis' 
Seminary, Milwaukee, Wiscoosin. After be 
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had finished the course of the latter itiHtitii- 
tion, Le was sent bj Biahop Flasch to \\h 
present pwtormte. Here he has eharge of a 
laige oongregatiou of Bohemians, whom he 
addreBS^H in their native tongue. Something 
over 150 families are corntnunicfints of the 
ohuroli. The present building, capable of 
aeeommodating BoO people, is foand inade- 
qnate, so that a new and larger edifioe is in 
contemplation. A parochial school ie con- 
ducted under tlu' (rcntTal puporintendcnce of 
Father i'raoha; the building, containing 
tliree rooms, stands adjacent to the ehareh; 
three teachers, one lay teacher and two Fran- 
ciscan Sisters are employed in giving instruc- 
tion to the children; the Bolietnian language 
is taught half an hour each day, and in the 
highest grade Bohemian grammar is taught 
twice a week; the rudimentary stndiea are 
taught in the English language. 

A pleasant hnmf>, n good lilinirv ftnd refined 
fiurrounUin<ji» relieve the iMilatioii from the 
world. Failner Prucha is a young man of 
fine literary attainments, and is deeply de- 
voted to the daties of his calling. 

The church was erected in 1873 by Hev. 
Leo Suchy, at the present time h resident of 
Milwaukee; the structure cost a little more 
than $9,000} the iota were donated by Brother 
Bernard. The first religions services were 
held in a small chapel, which ie a part of the 
present sanctuary. The followin;? clergymen 
have been in charge of this congregation sinco 
the present edifioe was ere<^: Father lico 
Sttchy came in 1878; Father Q. W. Weld- 
lioh, in 1875; Father Fideles Bannwarth, in 
187fi, who died .«ndd.Mily November 3, 1S77; 
Father Alois Heller was next in charge, re- 
maining four months; Father Augustine 
Lang came in the same year; he died in Kew 
York in 18S5; Father Alois J. Blaschke 
camo in 1881, and Father Frncha August 3, 
1888. 



Tlic got'it'ticf of the ciiurch are: St. Wen- 
ceslaus, which has n membership of about 
eighty, and a capital of $2,000; Uniformed 
Bohemian Knights of St. George, tncmber- 
»hip, tifty; St. John^e Society, the t^oeiety of 
the old men of the congregation, numbers 
twenty members; and the Young Men's 
Society, with thirty-five momhers. The ladies 
of th«i ehnroh have four societies, and there 
is a dramatic society open to both sexes. 
ITnder Father Priiclm's ministrations the in- 
terest of the congregation has been greatly 
extended, and the spiritual condition elevated. 
The various societies are mad» up of enthusi- 
astic workers, and the outlook is most favor- 
able. 

fOQN WAOKER is an American citisen 
Ity adoption, his native land being Switz- 
erland. He was born Octolu r 14, 1833, 
and ii» & son of (4eorj;fi utid I'.arbara (Schlat- 
ter) Wttcker, who spent their lives in their 
own country. The father was a milter by 
trade, and, as was the custom in that time, 
also kept a tavern. Ho was a quiet, unpre- 
tetitions man, alwavs attending- closely to bis 
own atiuirs. He was htuii in 17i>2, and died 
at the age of tifty four years; his wife died at 
the age of eixty-fonr years. Of the tkmily 
there are five living in America and three 
still reside in the old country. It was. in 
1851 that John Waeker emigrated to the 
United Stales, settling in Alma, Wbconsin, 
at that time called Hhe Twelve Mile BInff." 
In 1852, with Mathias Hummer, he miide a 
claim of a piece of land on which Buffalo 
City now stands; the following year they 
surrendered tlie claim, bnt if they had held it 
a few months longer they would have realised 
from it $1,600. It was purchased I y a Cin- 
fiiiiiati roinpany. Victor Prolist, John C. 
Wacker and Joseph Berni were the most 
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prominent fettlers there at that time. Mr. 
Wadter mnained in the neighborhood uf 
»Tw«lve Mile BInff*' for two jear», and then 
cpent a year ninong relfttives; later he was 

ein]>lovpd at Mount Veriion a?ifl Gslena. It 
was about this time that be detertuiDed to 
Irtm the td*ekamitb*a trade, biit Rnfortu- 
natelj be was taten with a aevere illneM and 
was thns com [h;! led to abandon the plan. He 
tlicn eecnred sn^h light employment as he 
could. From 1856 to 1861 he owned and 
ran the restaurant and bar of a Miesieeippi 
ateamer; and in 1861 he engaged in hia 
present bnainew, which he has carried on 
eitiee tlsat tune. 

Mr. Wacker is one ot the oldest settlers oi 
the countj, and prominent as a pioneer. He 
was Alderman of the eitj for six years, and 
rendered most efficient service in this capac- 
ity. He has ever been a Hlierul supporter of 
thofe enterprtses tendinc; to advaru.'c tlic in- 
terests of the cit^, and ha» been true to the 
confidence reposed in him by her citizens. 

Ho was marrietl in ISHO to Miss Mary 
Becktl. a daughter of Jacolt and Elizabeth 
( Frank) Beckel, an old citizen (if La ( nissp, 
who died at tlie age of eeventj-two years; his 
wife was about fifty years of age when she 
died. Mrs. Waeker is the oldeat of a family 
of nine children, eight of whom are living. 
Upon emigrating to this ronntry from (ler- 
many in 1845 her parents settled near Dayton, 
Ohio; the father made a trip to Wisconsin, 
and finally removed his family to La Crosse 
eonnty, settling in Shelby township. He was 
a man of sterling traits of clianictpr and ex- 
cellent business qualifications. For twenty - 
five years he was Poatmaster of Shelby, and 
was nunibmvd amorig her leading citizens. 
Mr. and Mr^. Wacker are the parents of five 
children: I.oTiisa C, born Mar 29. 1870; 
Olga, born Jannarj 20, 1872; John W., burn 
September 1873; Cora £., bom Jnne 23, 



1875, and Arthur F., Iwrn September 4, 188y. 
Mr. Wacker is a member of the I. O. O. F., 
having passed all the eliairs of that order. 
He takes an interest in the political questions 
of the day, and votes with the Democratic 
party. 

N. liOliRKSEN, Vice-Prcsid.Mit <ir iho 
State P.ank of La Crosee, Wisconsin, 
is a recognized authority on banking 
and finance, is a shrewd and practical man of 
business, and is a vigorous exponent of sound 
commercial prin(•iplo^. All tlie tncilitiea 
consistent witli sound and oini-ervuti ve hank- 
ing are extended to customers, and this bank 
is a factor fully appreciated in sustaining the 
Ijigh reputation La Crosse has acquired as a 
bnpincfp center. Mr. Horrescn \vm born in 
Lille-haniintT, \or\va\', .lanuary 21. 1847, to 
B. ii. and Eiizalielli iiorresen, tlie former of 
whom died in 1870, when sixty-nine years of 
age, and the latter i^tU living in Ohristiania, 
Korway, at the age of seventy-nine years. E. 
N. Borresen is one of their twelve children, 
and the yoimgest of four brothers who came 
to America, which hmd he reached in 1868. 
Carl came in 1870, Peter in 1872, and Henry 
from Parts, in 1887. They all now re>idt In 
La Crosse. Mr. Uorresen was firot a clerk in 
a clothing store of T. D. Servis, in La Crosse, 
and his next more was to join the Batavlan 
Bank as bookkeeper, which position he re- 
tained for nine years. In 1879 .F, M. Holley 

and Mr. Uor!T(»»«n enwHcrrd in tlie Ijaiikini? 
business for themselves, under the firm name 
of Holley & Uorresen, and the previous ex- 
perience they had gained now stood them in 
good stead, for Mr. Holley had been teller in 
j tlic Hataviati Hank for nine years. In 1883 
they organized the State Ihink of La CrOSbe, 
' and Mr. Borresen has held the position of 
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Tice-president •ince. Tiie capital of tHiB 
cuncern i& $50,000, with $25,000 snrplne and 
undividt'iJ prtitits. Tlie presidetit id D. D. 
McMillan, and J. M. Ilollev it» cashier. 
Thtise gentlemen are widely and favorably 
known eapitalieU, po^sMS the loundest 
judgment, Mid Imvo hftd » wide mnge of 
practical experience. They are thoronglily 
eoTiFprvativp in their iiu'tluxls, aii*l tlie 
(•1ICCC8S oi their bunk ia »« eubbtHUtial as 
it is well merited^ Mr. BorreBen deserves 
mueh credit for the sneeess which has at- 
tended Ilia efforts, for npon coming to tliia 
country lie had but little inean^ and was nn- 
acquaintod with the English language. Ilia 
own pluek and perseveranee have earried him 
safely over many difiicaltiesi and he is now 
sailing ort a prosperous sea with the wind and 
tide in his favor. 

In 1871 he was married to Miss JS'ettie 
fianberg, daughter of H. ftkuherg, and in 
time a family of three ohildren gathered 
al>out their hearthstonei Bildah« Fred and 
Willie. Mr. and Mrs. Rorre<ton nre members 
of the r^orwegi^n l«uth^rau Church. 

— . r^i ' S '-" — 

tON. NfR.XX II. WITin':E, decease.!.— 
Tiio lite record uf hiia whose name ap- 
pears above has been one of more than 
nsnal interest, and his career was of each 
beneiit and wielded sncb a wide influence 
over the people, not only of" La Crosse but 
also the RTirrountling eouiitics, tlint a pketrh 
of his cart^er will convey some idea of hie 
nsefniness in the different widlts of life. He 
was born in >iorridgewock, Maine, June 21, 
1827, to Zachariah and Polly (Longly) Withee, 
who were also born in the " Pine Tree State," 
the father of Irish and the mother of Eoglisb 
extraotion. Zaehariah Withee was born in 
Norridgewock, Maine, March 81, 1794^ and 



I was a leading a^enltnrist of the section in 

I which he resideil, a soldier in the warof 1812, 
I and for herviccs ifiuleiod tlip GovHrnnient in 
that capacity ho roceivetl a land warrant. His 
wife wag one of the noblest of women and 
possessed that breadth of oharaeter which en- 
abled her to befriend the distreseoil and needy 
aR well as to feel perfectly at ease in the pres- 
ence of learned and higlilT ptiltnred people. 
For over fifty years she and her husband 
were members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Ohnreh, and in that faith they were called 
from life. lie died in La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
June 6, 1875. His wife, also born in Nor- 
ridgewock, St^ptember 28, 1794, died in La 
Crosse, May 24, 1871. 

Mr. Niran H. Withee, one of the seven 
children uf the above, was given the mdi- 
nicnts of an aeademip education. 

When the tide of emigration swept west- 
ward, Mr. Withee embraced tlie opportunity 
then afforded of bung one of the pioneers 
of La CroHse county, Wisconsin, and in 1852 
settled in this region, with the commercial 
interests of which he thoroughly identified 
himself, and eventoally became one of the 
most sncoeesful bneiness men and extensive 
land owners of the county. Soon after his 
arrival ho embarked in the lumljer business, 
and Ins operations in that line became so ex- 
tensive that iu 1S70 he removeed to Clark 
county. From 1857, however, he was closely 
identified with the logging interests of the 
I BItu'k river country in La Oosse cotinty, and 
! he was a prominent fii^ure in all the progres- 
I sivt; business muvemeuts in tlio lilack river 
valley in the lumber and flooding-dam com- 
panies, and was scarcely over without heavy 
official respoiisibiiify of some kind. He did 
much to shape the policy and manage the 
affairs of Clark county, and was its Treas- 
urer from 1875 until his brother Hiram 
anceeeded him in 1888. He represented that 
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OOUntj in tho General AB&embly of the State 
two terms, where iiie al>ilitj as an able 
leader was felt and acknowled|inBd; hiB great 
integrity and nprightncM of character won 
lor him the honor of his contetnporariee, 
and hift clear, anulytioal ami well-poised 
iniiitl iiTiil fjTiick perception brought him 
into itntneiliate recognition. His activity 
and keen bnunew foresight led him into 
many important enterprii^es which have been 
of permanent benefit to tbu coranmnity, find 
his generons impnlses won him numerous 
friends, wiioin he rarely lost. 

At Hemloek he owned a large griet and 
saw mill. He was connected «rith the leading 
lumber firms of the city and was the moving 
spirit in the Island Mill Company of Ln 
Crosse. Soon after his removal to (Jlark 
oonatjhe was elected a member of the Board 
of Saper^iBora, daring whieh time the best in- 
terests of an appreciative constitnency were 
well looked after. His manly character and 
true worth inspired confidence, and a faith- 
, ful performance of duty Beevred its eon- 
tinnance. He was modest in his estimate of 
hiinj^clf, never foroed himself upon jtu' 'i 
attention, and only tilled publie position.s at 
the earnest solicitation of his numerous 
friends. He wag diligent in business, amassed 
a large fortune, and gave freely to all benev- 
olent enterprises. 

}\(' was' m»rn>d to Mrs. I.onisa (Wood) 
Stratton, widow of Avery Stratton, of New 
York, and daeghterof Colonel ArtemasWood, 
of New Berlin, Chenango county. New York, 
the latter being a C/Olonsl in ihe State Militia. 

To Mr. and Mr.<. \Vitlit>o the following 
children were born: Niran Haskell. William 
Wood; Theodore Owen, and two who died iu 
infancy. Mr. Withee was a Sepabliean in 
polities. In social lif<' Ik- wa-- highly 
rsteprnod for liin cordial and agn cahlt" man- 
ners, aud in the doinestio circle he was a 



model li'j-' iind and father, loved his family 
with extreme devotion, and made their hap- 
pineas and eomfbrt his ehi^ mm and objeet 
in life. He never violated a friendship nor 
forgot a kind action done bim, and althongh 
charitable in his dwids he wae one of those 
who would that «'the left band should not 
know what the right hand doeth.** He de- 
parted this life July 8, 1887, at the age of 
sixty years and eleven days. 



EY. RtcnARD SIEOLEll is the reg- 
^[f^; ularly ordained minister of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Cliurch, of Bnrro 

tawnship, and for the pact eir^ht yoars he has 
been laboring in the vineyard ot his Master. 
He was bora in WoUin, East Plrassia, but at 
tlte age of two years was brought by his par- 
en ts to America, His father, Charles Siegler, 
came to this country in 1864, and settled in 
Watertown, WiBConsin, where he made his 
home nntil his death, whieh ooeurred in 1873, 
at the age of fifty-five years. The wife of 
lie latter, Wilhclmina iienke, died in 1886, 
ut the nt;e of i<ixtv two y<"*''^> having borne 
her husband seven children, six of whom are 
Still living: Albert, the eldMt, is a minister 
of the gospel, stationed at Two Rivers, Wis> 
oonsin. where he ha.s biH?n for the past four 
year*. Uev. liiehard Siegler received his 
classical e<hication in the Northwestern Uni- 
versity at Watertown, Wisconsin, completing 
the regnlarcoorse of seven years,and graduat- 
ing with the class of 1881. lie then entered 
theTheoluo;ical Seminary at Milwaukee, where 
he completed his theological stndies in 1883, 
occupying a pulpit a portion of the time 
while attending this institution. October S8, 
of the same year he was ordained for the 
ministry at Ellington, Outatraniie contity, 
Wisconsin. After having tilled the pulpit in 
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thftt place ftncceHsfnlly for two and a iialf 

years, ho was oallcil to liis pn'sent pastorate 
of St. John'tJ Lntlieran Ciiui cli, wliprp Ik^ has 
beeu since 1886. lli? work iiei-e covers a 
period of •» yearit and hia long continnatica 
ill tfao work for the same chnreli evince* tbe 
high eateem and tbe valuable Sfrviceu ren- 
dprt»d by him dtiiin^r Hiat timo. \\U fonpre- 
gatioii at tiret embriiced ninety familiee, but 
it now nnmbera more tbaa 150, showing a 
epleodid increase of over ten per eent. 
annuiilly. Sinco ctiterinir upon his duties a 
new cluirob has lieen erected, which in archi- 
tecture, turnisiiings and eurroundiujrs, would 
be a credit to Any city> Tlie cost of the 
ehnreh, including pipe organ, was $10,000. 
The building ie pleasantly located on a natural 
building site about thi; center of Host 
wick valley. The school connected with this 
ehareh, costing $1,300, was baiitin 1890, and 
lias a seating capacity of about 100, and has 
increased in about tht* same proportion as 
tlic cliiirch. Rcr. Sic^'lcr is a member of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod ot Wiscon- 
sin, ile possesses a good library of stand- 
ard theological and classical works. He has 
proven the riglit man in tho rii^lit |(]iici> and 
his efforts have In^en rewanled in tiie love and 
rt-spect, not only of his own iraincdiatc con- 
gregation but also of all who ksow him. 

fOHN M. F! NN. a retired contractor and 
one of the old and substantial citizens of 
La Oroese^ was bom in coanty Sligo, Ire- 
land, in 18S8, a son of Patrick, a native of 
the oonnty of Mayo, and Elizabeth (IV>taDd) 
Finn, a native of the county of Sligo. in the 
Emerald Isle; there they lived and died, tbe 
mother in 1841, and the fctim in 1848. 
They had a family of seven children, three ctf 
whom are now living: Mary, the widow of 



Peter OolUns, is now living in I.a Crosse with 
her two pons, James and Jolin; I'atrick, the 
older hrotiier, is living in Monroe county, 
Wisconsin, and John M. is the subject of 
this notice. He attended school in his native 
couoti7 nnti) the death of his father, when 
ho went to England; there lie vras thrown 
upon hif? own rci^ponsibilitie-, hut valuiTijj a 
good e<J'ication he went to school as much as 
possible nntil be was eighteen years of age. 
By that time he bad saved enoogh money to 
pay his passage to America, so he bade ftre- 
well to the Ltritish Isles and crossed the sea 
to the United States. When he reached New 
York, however, bis funds were exhausted: so 
he sought employment at once. He secured 
a position in a store and worked there for 
one year, when lie pushed his way further 
westward, reaching Janeiville, Wisconsin, in 
1856. Ile was hired by the railroad com- 
pany then running a line through this point, 
and soon he be^riin taking small contracts on 
other roa<ls, ciilarrjing the contracts as his 
means increased. This he followed until 
1870, when he went to work on the Pitts- 
burgh, Ft Wayne & Chicago Railroad. The 
contracts taken on this road were very profit- 
al)le. but he was defrauded by a dishonest 
partner. In X'^li be removed to La Crosee, 
and tliere he has since made his home. He 
has taken occasional contracts ni railroad and 
other work. Affcerwards for three years he 
was engaged in the tea trade, having the 
Htrcncy r>f an Eastern hoQse — importers from 
China and Japan. 

Mr. Finn was united in marriage, in 1862, 
in La Crosse, to Miss Ellen Bairy, a dand- 
ier of Edmond and Johanna (fittrrj) Bany, 
natives of Ireland, but for many years resi- 
dents of Monroe county, Wisconsin. Her 
father died in 1886, and her mother in 1889. 
Mr. and Mrs. Finn are the parents of thirteen 
children, four of whom are deceased: Patrick 
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married Miss Mary Clare; Jolm married 
Hia« fiar&h Matthowe, of Dakota; Helen is 
tlM wife of Heoiy Lowell ; JameB, Hannali, 
Heryt Catherioe and Af^nes. The family are 
all devoot memlien o( the Komaa Catholic 
Charcb. 

i g 3m ' - 




.1. LKMON, passen(:;('r conductor on 
the Chicago, Uiirlington & Northern 
* Railroad, was i>orn in the State of 
PennBylvanie, a wn of Robert and Mary £• 
(Gilham) Lemon, the father also a native of 
Pennsylvania, and the mother of Virginia. 
The parents removed to St. Lonis, Missouri, 
when T. J. was an infant. The tatiier wat* a 
ateamboat carpenter, and followed thie cftl! i ng 
twentj'itvB years on the boats mnning op the 
SfiMtssippi, Missoari and Arkansas rivers. 
ITc wns in the river trHnsportntion depart- 
jneot during the war, Iruin l^fU to 18M5. 
He died January 3, 1885, at the age ut sixty- 
eiglit years; the mother passed away Febrnr 
arj 26, 1879, si^'i-d lifty-seven years. Botli 
wore devout members of the Congregational 
Church. Our subject received his edncation 
in the pablio aohooisof St. Loui», graduating 
from the higli school. Tlien, following his 
father's inclinations and tastes, he passed ten 
years on ihe steamboats, tlie first two yeart 
m a clerk, and eight years a« a pilot, in 
1S71 he left the river for the railroad, 
secnriog a position with the Hissonri Pacific, 
and waa conductor for nine years. lit; next 
went to the Chicago Si Alton liailroad, and 
was ill tlie employ ut this compa»y as con- 
ductor for eigiit years. He ran a way freight 
on the Fort Scott & Galf road abont six 
months, and iu 1886 went to work for the 
Chicago, Burlington «fe Northern Compjuiy 
in the capacity of conductor, a position wHirh 
he still holds. lie has been most iaithful 



and conscientious in the dincitarge of his 
duties, and has won the entire coniidence of 
the railroad ofBdals with whom be has been 

connected. 

Mr. Lemon was married October 9. 1H65, 
to Miss Irene E. Jacobs, a dangliter of Cap- 
tain J. M. and Mary D. Jacobs, of St. Lonia. 
Of this anion six children bare been born; 
Mary D., the wife of T. H. Wamsby, of De 
Soto, Missouri, niu! a cnndnetor nti the St. 
Louii?, Iron Mountain «fe SoutliLrn Railway; 
' they have three children; Nellie U. married 
Charles A. Burger, engineer on the Chicago 
& Alton Bailroad; Reginald T. resides in 
(Colorado on a ranch; Harry Rrent is a 
student at Wnyland University, Beaver Dam, 
Wisconsin; E«lgar is at home, a pupil in the 
Crosse schools. The parents were be- 
reaved by the death of tiieir oldest son, who 
passed from (his life in 1867, at the age of 
one year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lemon are devout meml>ers 
of the Baptist Cbnrch Mr. Lemon is one of 
tlte directors of the Y. H. C. A., and is an 

active member of the same, accomplishing 
much f^'{tod aninng the railroad men. Politi- 
cally he adiicres to the principles of the 
Demoerstic party. 

FILM AM i;. JONKS ro>i,les in oneof 
iho nvjal beautiful and productive 
sections in the State of Wisconsin, 
the La Crosse valley, and is narabered among 
the advanced agriculturists of llie oomnuinity. 
lie is a native of Wales, born May iiO, 1^3:^, 
and is a hou of Evau aud Mary Jones, who 
were also of Welsh birth. The father is a 
farmer by oeenpatton; in 1841 he emigrated 
from Wales and settled on a farm in Canada, 
where he lived for eight years, lie then 
came to Wisconsin and located on a farm near 
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BftDgor, ill La Orosae ooantj. H«hu« tract 
of 300 acres, which has bean brought to a high 
atate of enltivation, and in accomplishing 

this he experienetMl all tlu- privfttions and 
hardships of tlic frontier, lie i»s now eighty- 
seven yearb old. His wife died in Wales in 
18^ Th^ had a family of five children: 

Williiuii E., the snhjectof thisnotioe; David, 

wlio died ut tlie flcre of forty yearc; Jolni, a 
resident of I>aiijj;or, Wiscorifiii; Mor<;Hii, wlio 
livee in Daliuttt, and one child that died in 
Wales. 

William £. Jones remained nnder the pa- 

rental roof until he was twenty-five year« of 
Rtrp. and then started out in life for himself: 
he engaged in agricuUaral pursuits, but did 
not I6ei^ on the farm which is now bis home 
nntil 1862; he owns 160 acres of ohoieeland, 
his residence being one mile east of West 
Salem; it is pleasantly sittiiitcd. commanding 
a tine view of tlie valley, and presenting an 
attraetiTe appearance from the railroad and 
thepuhlie highway. The hams and sheds 
are substantially built, and the entire pisee 
wears an air of flirift and prosperity. 

In 1861 Mr. Jones visa united in marriage 
to Miss Mary Francis, a daughter of Dauiul 
and Hannah Francis. They have two 'ehiJ- 
dren living, Hannah and Hattie; the former 
is staying at home, and the latter ib onr of 
the teachers of tiic conuty, and has made an 
enviable reputaiioo in the profession. The 
father and mother are members of the Con- 
gregational Chnroh. In his political opinions 
Mr. J on 08 adiierefl to the prineiples of the 
li»'piililicaii party. 

Diiniel and Uaunah i<'raucis had bom to 
them ten children, seven of .whom are living: 
Evan, Mrs. Joues, James, Rachel, now Mrs. 
McEldownoy, Daniel, David, and Ruth, the 
wife of Harry liaymond. Daniel Francis, 
the father, died February 22, 1888, aged 
eighty-one years. He belonged to the Ikp- 



tist Chttreh,and for many years was a deacon. 
His wife is still living, and is an honored 
resident of We-t Salem; slie has attained the 
advanced age of eighty- two years. 

flI AllIJ-:S WEINGAUTEN,oneof the 
proniiciiig young business men of La 
('rosse rounty, rceides in Wept Ralein, 
where he is engaged in the jewelry trade. 
He was born in this csoonty January 27, 1868, 
and is a son of Ohristopher and Dura (Hen- 
ker) Weingarten, natives of Germany. Tho 
father was a farmer by occupation and was a 
man of rare iutelligence; he came to America 
shortly after the dose of the civil war and 
s^led on a farm in this county; he rented 
land for a time and then purchased a tract of 
120 acrop in Hamilton towni^Iiip, which he 
improved and sold. He had learned the 
btttdier'a trade in Hanover, and after coming 
to the United States he and hia two elder 
sons carried on the bnsitiesa to some extent. 
His dcatli ocrnrred in August, 1889, at the 
age of sixty-one years; his wife died in May, 
1879, aged fifty years. They reared a family 
of eight children: Fred married Miss Cora 
Whitney; Dora is the wife of Dudriuk Es- 
miller and the mother of one daughter, 
Lillie; Herman married Miss Mary Sandman, 
and they have one child; Charles is the sub- 
ject of this notice; Emma died at the age of 
nineteen yean; Ida is the wife of J. U. My> 
ers; Louis and l illie are the younger mom- 
bers. In liis jtolitical opinions tiie fatiicr was 
a Democrat. Mr. and Mrs. Weingarten be- 
long to that most worthy chua of Germans 
who have emigrated to this country, leaving 
home and friends and native land for the 
sake of giving their children those opportu- 
nities in the world which the Old World does 
not afford. They have overcome manyob- 
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etacU'? find l ii-lilj dc'-'ervo tlic eonfi^lcnce and 
esteem in which they were held. Tliey were i 
both members of the Lutherau Church. 

Cbari«B, flon of the above, receivod his 
education in the common echoolsof Hamilton 
township nnd high school of West Salem. 
In March, 1891, he pnrchaficd the etock of 
jewelry of George li. Viet«, whom he also 
anoeeeded m express agent at Wodt Saletn. 
He ia a young man of f^ooA business qualiti- 
cationti, fliul Iii- outlook ie au.-picious. Tn 
the capacity of express ngciit iio h;i.< givtn 
excellent satisfaction, and with diligence and 
perseverance he is sare to win sncoess. 

mAKVEY a LAKLIN, M.D., » a lead- 
ing member of the mcdicn! proff8>ion 
tSIi in La Crosae coiintv, Wisconsin, where 
he has resided since 1^7^. lie was born iu 
Chautauqoa oooaty, New York, July 87, 
18S4, and is a son of Eliakim and Almirn 
(Grover) Laflin; the father was liorn in Du.\- 
bnry. Ma?*itchiigptte. in InOii, ami the mother 
in Springtield, i'cmieiylvaiua, in 1805; soon 
after their marriage they located in New 
York, where they had bora to them three 
sons and two daughters : Lark K., foreman of 
the cotton factory at Milan. Illinois, and Mrs. 
Cordelia Melvin, widow of Joseph Meiviii, 
with our subject, are tlie only surviving 
members. 

Dr. Laflin received his education in the | 
Stateof New York, and at Kock klund, llli- 1 
nois. When be began hie professional study, 
he entered Bennett JUedical College, from 
whioh lie was graduated iu 1878; this school 
in located in Chicago, and is one of the lead- 
ing Eclectic institutions of tlie cotuitrY Tm- 
me«liately after his graduation he removefi to i 
La Crosse and engaged in practice; he has ' 



mot with more tlmn ordinary enccees, and has 
more than realized his expectations. 

February 5, 1859, the Doctor was toHrried 
to Miss Jennia B. Baldwin at Yorktown, 
Illinois. Mrs. Laflin was born at Hennington, 
Vermont, Jnlv 31. 1838, and i.s a dun. 'liter ..f 
Jacob and i'eres iialdwin, also natives of the 
Green Mountain State. Mo children have 
been bom to Dr. Lsflin and wife, bnt they 
had one adopted daughter, Nellie; she Utar- 
l ied ,f. A. Kaymond, and died at the sgie of 
thirty years. 

Our worthy subj^t is a member of the 
Eclectic Stale Medical Sooie^ and of the 
National Mediesl Society; he has sen'ed as 
J'repident of tiie State Medical Society two 
or rljree ti-rrns, and lias Vteen Vice-President 
Hiid Corresponding Secretary of the National 
Society. He is a member of the Maaonie 
fraternity, belonging to IVontier Lodge, No. 
45, A. F. & A. M.; to Smith Chapter, No. 
13, R. A. M., snd to La Crosse Commandry, 
No. 9, K. T.; he is also a member of the 
A. <). IT. W., and of the KoigbU of Honor; 
be belongs to the La Crosse Board of DMe, 
and is devoted to the interests of home enter- 
prises. He and Mrs. Laflin are consistent 
members of the Uuiversalist Church. 

08IA.U L. PETTINGILL, eugaged in 
the real-estatt; loans, abstract and insur- 
ance business. La Crosse, Wisconsin, was 
born in CheUftTigo connty. New York, No- 
vember 10, 1840, and ip. a ^on of Alonxo and 
Luey (Davis) Pettingill, who were aLu na- 
tives of ChenangO connty. They emigrated 
to Wisconsin in 1856 and located at I^wis 
Valley, La Crosse county, where the mother 
died in 1878; the fatiiei now resides witlihis 
son in La Crosse, in itie eiglity-nintii year; 
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previous to his coming to Wieconfin, lie and 
his family had resided two years at Fiiit^bing, 
Flint county, Michigan. He and his wife 
hud a fiamily of toor sons and two daughters: 
Lather, deceased; Jay, John A., Joshua, de- 
ceased; Martliii I., wife nf John L. Miitluns'- 
son; Hnd Eliza, deceased, wife of Fitz J. 
Arnold. 

Joeiah L. attended the pablto eehooli 
of New York, Miohigan, and Wieoonsin. 
November 19, 1861, he was united in 
marriage to Miss E. Antoinette Kenrick, a 
native of the State ot New York. Mrs. Pet- 
tingill eame with her parents to Wisconsin 
at the age of Ave years; her fisther, John 
Kenrick, was born in London, England, and 
her mother was a nntive of (tIpus Falls, New 
York. Following his marriage, Mr. Pettin- 
gill engaged in ftrmtng near Lewis Yalley, 
which he oontinned nntil 1872. In the fall 
of 1871, he was elected to the office of County 
Clerk of r.a Crosse conntv, and removed to 
the county seat previous to taking charge of 
the office January 1, 187S. He was re-elected 
to the office until he had filled the position 
for a period of eleven yean^. Prior to his 
election to the eniinty office, lie Imd served as 
tylerk of P'arniinojton township for six years. 
He wad elected chainnau of the Township 
Board, by virtue of which offlei he became a 
member of the Gonn^ Board of Supervisors. 
Subsef[iHnitly lie wa? elected cliiiiniiau of the 
Coimty Board, and continued a niomber of 
tills bo<ly until his election to the uHicu ot 
Connty Clerk. At the end of his eleven 
years' service as Oonnty Clerk, he opened his 
present business, wliieh he has conducted 
successfully since 1883. lie docs a general 
real-ebtate, loan, abatract, and insurance busi- 
ness; he owns a full set of abetrset Itooks of 
the conuty, which he keepa down to date; in 
insurance he rcpret^ents the most reaiionsible 
companies of the conn try. 



Mr. PpttinJiIl nffiliatef? with the Republi- 
can party, although in 1885, he hud the din 
tiuction of being chosen City Assessor of La 
Omsae by a Democratic conneil. He lias 
been ehairaan of the Republican County 
Committee, and was returned to the Board 
of Supervisors since leaving tlie clerk's office, 
serving two yearis as its chairman. He is a 
member of the La Crosse Board of Trade. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pettingill are the patents of 
live (diildren: Cliarles A., who liolds a respon- 
Bil)lL' [(ositioii in St. L'anI; (Maixi K., who 
graduateil from the La Crosse higli school at 
the age of eighteen years, is now in the same 
office with his brother; Maude A., and Oraee 
E., who arestndents of the public school, and 
Johnnie, who died at the aj{e of eighteen 
months. 

§E.\RY E. WKST, secretary of the La 
Crosse City iiailway, was born in 
Waterbnry, Washington eonnty, Ver- 
mont, March 17, 1840, and is a sou of Jona- 
than P. and Louisa (Bacon) West, who were 
also natives of the Green Mountain State. 
The father was a farmer by occupation, and 
was a man whom every one honored and re- 
spected. He died in Lamoille eonnty, Ver- 
mont, in February, 1872; the mother still 
snrvivcs and resides in La Cro^^e. There 
were two gons and three daughters in the 
family: Justin P., Henry E., the subject of 
this notice; Helen, deceased, the wife of 
George S. Gates; Emma, widow of Ricliard 
Trcnwith; .\nna. the wife of II. L. Ilolnie.^, 
a banker and stcK-k-raiser of North Dakota. 
Henry £. grew to manhood in his native 
State, and received his edncation in the com- 
mon schools and the academy at Morrisville. 
October 28, 18G1, he enlisted in Com|)any 15, 
Second Regiment iierdau's Sharpshooters, 
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Hiid went to Wa$h»ngtoH city, whett^ be re- 
intined until March 22, 1863, when he was 
dieeliarged on acconnt of disability. He re- 
turned to his home and worked on tlie farm 
for a time, and again offcrefl his services to 
the (Toverninent, but was rejected. In 1863 
he went to Chicago and ww» employed as 
oondnctor on the street cailway of that eity, 
which position be held until he secured a 
place witli a jewelry firm a» bookkeeper. At 
the eod of twelve mouths he returned to Ver- 
mont, wh^e lie remained three jwiv. His 
experience in the great city of Illinota had 
not heen altogether unpleasant, and the 
memory of it remained with him, so that he 
finally went back and eutered the office of the 
Michigan 8ottth«ni A Northern Indiana 
Kailway. This line was consolidated with 
the Lake Shore & Erie, and the oilice was re- 
moved to Clovcliini], Ohio; Mr. West also 
went to that city and held a position in tlie | 
general office until October, 1873. when he 
aooepted a position with the Southern Min- 
nesota Railri !nl, iiiid rt'Uiovt'd to '\Vt'lli*, Min- 
nemita. Thie roaii uu-. ;ih>urbed by the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee d£ St. Tanl Kailroad in 1879, 
when he went to Milwaukee and was in the 
Auditor's ofHce abont one year; he then re- 
signed his position and cumc to La Croese. 
Here ho wan first employed as l>ookkeepcr in 
otiice of W. W. Cargill & Bro., grain 
dealers, and held the position seven years. 
At the end of that time he resigned on ac- 
count of ill health, and returned to Wells, 
Minnesota, wliere he purchased a hardware . 
ptoie. in.* physician objoctoei to this occu- ; 
pation tor him, so he sold out and returned 
with his family to La Crosse. The two years 
following he wee not actively engaged in any 
business, and in Febrnarj, 189<*. he was in- ■ 
Htallci] Bccrctary of tlie La Crosao Street 
liailway, a position he now holds. 
Mr. West was married December 24, 1877, 



to Mit's Ettie McMillan, a daughter of John 
McMillan, deceased, who was a pioneer lum- 
berman of the city of La CroSSe. To Mr. 
and Mrs. West has been born one child, 
Mary Louise, whose birth-day waft JainiHiy s, 
1885. Mr. West is a memi)er of the Knights 
of Honor and of the M. W. of A. 

Politically he affiliates with the Republican 
party and is an ardent supporter of the issues 
of that body. Mis pn-^ition as secretary of 
the tstreel railway is one of great responsibil- 
i ly , and he has proven by a long career that 
he is worthy of the ooufidenoe reposed in 
him. Mrs. West is a member of the Freaby- 
terian Chnrch. 

1 g .,,, 

fOSEPII BOSCH ERT, Eegistnrof Deeds, 
La CroKse county, Wisconsin, was bom 
in Greentield township, this county, Jan- 
uary 9, 1858, and is tlie eldest of three chil- 
dren of Gregory and Anna (Tausehe) Bo- 
echert. His parents located in Greenfield 
towm^hip in 1855, bcin<r among; the earliest 
t^ettters in La Crosse county. The father was 
elected Supervisor of the township in 1857, 
and served in that office for many years. As 
the result of iiyinstry and frugality he had a 
fine estate. t)f lii:^ three eliiliiren, Helen and 
Andrew arc unmarried and reside at home 
with their parents. Joseph spent his youth 
in those occupations which nsaally fisll to a 
farmer's son, and during the winter season 
he attended school. In 1877 he began teach- 
ing, and followed this prnfef>Bion for six 
mouths of the year until 1884, when he came 
to La Crosse. He served as clerk of Green, 
field township in 1681-'82->8a. He invested 
in real estate in La Crtjsse, and in the fall of 
1884 he ert'cted a bii.-inrsfi building at the 
corner of Fifth and Jay streets; there be em- 
barked in the mercantile trade, having formed 
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a partnership with E. J. Tmiscbe, the firm 
being Boecbert & Taaacbe. This relation»hip 
exidtMi until NovemW, 1886, when Mr. 
Boaohert withdrew, having been appointed 

Depnty Collector of Internal Revenue, First 
Division of the Sixth Distrift of Wii^consin. 
In July, 1887, the Second and Sixth Revenue 
Districts were ooDSoUdated) and Mr. Boechert 
wae appointed OeputyOoIleetor; this division 
eotDpri»oH nine counties, inoIiir}in<f T,;i (.rosse 
county. By a change of administration, June 
30, 188U, Mr. Holmes succeeded Mr. 13o- 
schert. 

Aognst 7, 1889, oor snhject bonght oat 

his former partner and re-embarked in the 
mercantilo tra<lr' at hi'i old Rtaiid, continuing 
there tuitil Jatmaiy 1, 1891, wiiuu he sold 
out with a view to takio;; charj^e of bis 
pnwent offieA* to which lie had been elected 
in the fall of 1890. This ie a reaponeible 
and profitable position, the term being two 
yearp, and th*^ work requiring two clerka be- 
sides the principal. 

Mr. Boaehert owne oonriderable valuable 
real estate in La Crone, inolading several 
lots, a residence and three business buildings. 
Septenrjber 8, 19^5, he wap miited in mar- 
riage to Miss Mary McUonville, a native of 
La Orosse county, born in the town of Barre, 
Febrnary 14, IMO. Her fkther was Ji iiative 
of Ireland, and her mother was born in Ohio. 
Tlie mother died in Septemder, 18S"9,aiid the 
father is a re!>idfnt of La Crosee. TUey , 
reared the following named children: Rose, 
Hugh A., Hannah C, Dennis J., Onrran, 
John an<] Mary; Margaret and Emniett are 
dpceased. Mr. and Mrs. Boscbcrt arc the 
parents of three children: Rose M., born 
June 28, 1886; Annie L., born Feitruary 27, 
1888; and John J., bom Deoeniber24, 1889. 
Mr. Boschert is a member of the La Cross© 
Board of Trade, and belongs to the JefFernon 
Club, iie and hie wife are both members of 



St. Mary's Cutliolic Church, and lie l)clonfT9 
to St. Bonitace Benevolent Society. Pre- 
vious to her marriage Mrs. Boschert wae a 
teacher, in the poblie schools of La Crosse 
connty. She first taught in the district 
school, and vrn^^ afterwards appointed a 
teacher in the city schools. 

'i g ' i ii l ' i 

f-:()RGE EDWARDS.— In rwc-rdinrr the 
history of anv connti-y, the Lrrowtli aiid 
development of a community may 
always be traced to a few sturdy sonls who 
gave not grudgingly, but with their vhol« 
hearfn, the hest oHorts of their lives to carry- 
ing civilization to the frontier, and estnhlish- 
ing those occupations which distinguish the 
progressive man from the untutored savage. 
It is to these men the highest honor is dno) 
and it is their names that lead in the bio- 
graphical portion of the country's annals. 
Such a man was George Edwards, a retired 
Inmberman of La Crosse, residing on the 
comer of Sixth and Vine streets. He was 
bom at Windsor, Broome county, New York, 
December 1. 1818, and is a son of Joseph 
and Abi|^l (Bnel) Edwards, natives of the 
State of New York. The fcther was honi 
April 10, 1791, and died in Jnly, 185S; he 
was reared in Broome county. New York, on 
the Susquehanna river. A f.unilyof six sons 
were born to them, four of whom were born 
in Broome county: the two voungost were 
bora in Chenango oonnty, to which plaoe the 
family moved about the year 1822. Their 
namcsare: Simon B., IVanciw F., Edward F., 
Daniel C, deceased; Loren J., deceased, and 
George, the subject of this biographical 
sketch, who was tlie third-bom. The mother 
was born in 178», and died in 1868. The 
parents were both cf>nHi.-triit inctnbcr.- of the 
Baptist Ohuroh for many years. Ebeoeaer 
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Edwards, the paternal grandfather, was a 
lumberman on the Delaware river. 

At the ege of nineteen yean Qeorge 
Edwards went to Lodi Pieina, Michigan, 
where Ik' spent one sainmer working by the 
nioiitli. In t]K' full of 1838 he tied iiis ward- 
robe lip in a red bandana handkerchief and 
made » tour of the Great Lakes, his object 
being to in^eBtigate the resources of the 
frontier conntry; he arrived in Wisconsin 
jnst before the land sales, found the people 
poor and the crops a failure. In spite of all 
the discouragemente he located at Troy, 
Walworth county, and hired to AnguBtaa 
Smith to split rails at $12 per month. The 
profit of hift services was in proportion t<> the 
bill of fare furnished by hii^ employer, rather 
meager. In the spring of 188tf he purchased 
100 aerae of land, and determined to donble 
it within three years. He saved his earnings, 
ludidit file laud, and built a shanty, and sIho 
bought a yoke of oxen. He was then ready to 
eultirate his own land, but soon after he was 
taken with inDammatory rheumatism'; he was 
alone in his shanty at the time, but fortun- 
iitelv wfif soon discovered and taken to tlie 
home of his brotlier, who resided in East 
Troy. He was ill through the entire snm- 
mer, and came near passing to the silent 
beyond. It was ilurinij; this illness that he 
sold Iiig land for $1,U00. After h\t^ rocovcry 
he o|>ened a grocery store in Ea^t Troy, Wis- 
consin. While engaged in this business be 
retnmed to New York, and August 25, 1847, 
he was united in marriage to Miss Electa 
Edwards, a daughter of William and Lodama 
(Smith] Edvvard'*, honored residents of 
iJruome county, New York, lie carried ou 
tile grocery trade until hie health failed, 
when he spent a winter in Texas; in the 
spring he returned to Eant Troy, and in 1833 
he rnme to I.h Crosse county iind pnrelinRfd 
'620 acres of land near West tiaieui ; in 1^54 



he came to the city of La Crusne, made some 
purchases of town lots, and moved his family 
to the plaoe in 1865. He formed a partner- 
ship with B. P. ^rt in the hardware busi- 
ness, nnd they t-ondncted a successt'iil trade 
until 1859. when the store and f<toc-k went 
up in flames. This enterprising tinn was 
not long in recovering from the oonflagration, 
and carried on business three years after the 
lirt!. 

It was at thit> time that Mr. Edwards em- 
barked in the lumber and wheat business, in 
which enterprises he has been more tlian 
ordinarily saocessfol. He is a man of ex- 
rellenf business ability, keen foresight and 
sound judgment. Ue has for many years 
taken a leading place in the commercial cir- 
cles of La OrosM concty, and no man stands 
higher in the estimation of the people. He 
was Mayor of La Crosse for one term, bat 

' declined re-election, as his private business 
re<^uired his undivided attention. Ue was 
also Alderman for several terms, and in his 
oflieial capacity need every effort to advance 
the interests of the city. 

\fr. Edwards has been n wide traveler, 
having visited every State and Territory in 
the (Joion, Cuba, the Bermudas, and old 
Mexico. He now has in contemplation a 
six-months trip to the Gulf of Mexico. He 
and In'ji wife have had born to them fonr 
ciiiidren: Georgia F., wife of William W. 
Taylor, and the mother of two children; 
George E. and Bessie A.; Emma L., wife of 
W. Ernest Polleys; she wa^ the mother of 
one child. Irene E. : Iier death occurred June 
11, 1801; slie was a woman of ijreat htncvo- 
leuce, tender-hearted, and the friend of the 
unfortunate everywhere; Minnie A., the wife 
of Joseph M. Parsons; the yonngcat child, 
Gracie M., died of diphtheria at the an^e of 
teti years. The mother of these children 

I died Marcli 20, 1876; she was boru April t>. 
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1822, and WiiB one of a family of nine chil- 
dren, only one of whom snrvives. She was a 
voiiian of many rare traits, and greatly ad- 
mirad by a wide circle of frieods. Mr. 
Edwards is • member of the 1. O. O. F., and 
baa paned alt tbe chairs of the order. 

iIlILLIP McCONNELL, one of the 
leadiai^ agrionttnriats of La Croase 
eoHTity. was born in Wayne county, In- 
diana, September 20, 1838, and is a son of 
David and Catherine (Hineman) McConnell, 
nativee of Penn»jlvania. The Hither «a« a 
wheelwright by trade, but devoted the ktter 
years of his life to fariiiinir. Re TPinnved 
witli his family froiTi Indiana to Ashtabula 
county, Oiiio, iu 1889, and thence to Wal- 
worth eountj, WitooDsin, in 1848. In 1852 
they cHino to FarmiDgton, La Oram eonnty, 
where they experienced many of the priva- 
tions of fronfi(^r lite. Mr. McConncH entored 
laud, and purchased some that had already 
been iinproTed. He died in 1660» at the age 
of eixty-MX yeara; hia wife died in 1871, at 
the age of seventy-seven years. Both were 
worthy memher? of the Presbyterian Church. 
They had a family of ten childreu, iive of 
whom are living. Phillip MoOonneU began 
bnatneta for bimaelf by teaching acbool wtien 
the system was yet in a primitive State. He 
followed this calling for three ywirs, and thuii 
embarked in the morcaatile and milliui; 
biiaineae» at the same time oouducting the 
eoltivatioa of a farm. He afterwards dis- 
posed his commercial interests, and for 
many years p^ve his entire attention to agri- 
culture. He made »onie investments in grain, 
and lumber and live-stock, l*ut withdrew his 
money from these enterprises and went back 
to fanning. He ie nnmbered among the 
lai^tand moataneoesaful agricaltnriat8,and 



the .stock he has put on the market lias been 
of the best grade. He owns two large farms 
at the present time, located one-half mile 
eaat of the Weat Salem railroad atation. His 
residence ie pleeaantly aituated on a natural 
building site, overlooking the wide and fertilo 
valley and affordino^ a benntiful view of tiio 
hills beyond; the bailding is trame aud is 
large and oonveniently arranged ; the bama 
and sheda for (he live-atoek are anbstantial, 
and the whole place has an air of thrift and 
prosperity. Mr. ^fcCnnnell is pro;;re«8ivo in 
his view-;, ami lends a generous support to 
thoae enterprises which tend to the np-baild- 
ing of the com rannity. He haa been lYeasnrer 
of the town, discharging his duties with rare 
fidelity. Politically he is identified with the 
iiepublican party. 

His marriage, which occurred January 1, 
1862, was to Miss Jkfai^ret E. Van Ness, a 
daughter of John Van N^'ss, a well-known 
citizen of West iSalem. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Mc<'oniK>li harp Imen born four children: 
John E, an atiurjiey of La Crosse; Myrtie 
M., one of the teachers of the oonnty who is 
now attending the Normal School at Osh- 
kosh, Wisconsin; Carl P., a member of the 
senior class of the West Salem TTif^li School, 
and Wesley G. The father and mother are 
members of the Presbyterian Ohnreh. 

i gO i a - ; !'*' 



LEXANDEU JOHNSON is numbered 
among the intelligent, enterpritiiug, and 
snoeessfnl men of West Salem. He is 

a native <jf the Dominion of Canada, born 
June 2o. 1859, and is a son of Johannes 
Mikkei«on atid ^faline Thores((n, tiativet« of 
Norway. The father was a farmer by occu- 
pation, and followed that calling after coming 
to this country. He emigrated to America 
witli hia family in 185tf, and settled nea' 
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FarmlnRfton, La Oros!*e county; nt the t«n<1 of I 
two years ho sold oat and removed to ilol- 
land, WiMonrin. He wm born April 4, 1 8 1 3, 
■od died December 80, 1888. Hia wife was 
born January 3, 1S16, and died November 
2*), ISlil. Tiiey liaii eleven eln'ldren, eight 
of whom are living; there wore six soua and 
five denghterB. 

Alexander Johnaon waa edneated in tbe 
common schoolB of WiaoODiSD, and also took 
a conrsp in tlie La Crosse Riisiness Ooltoi^^e. 
At the age of twenty-two years he embarked 
in business on bis own account, opening a 
droj; store id West Salem, and doeea thriving 
business. 

In 1889 he wae appointed Postmaster of 
"West Siilcrn. and has given good satisfaction 
in his othcial position. He is an ardent Rc- 
pubiieaa, and always gives a aealons support 
to the movements of that body. 

Mr. Johnson was married, June 5, 1SS3, to 
Miss Anna K. (Tiidtnundson, a native of \or- 
way, and a daughter of Hans and Eolette 
Gndmnndson, highly respected residents of 
La Crosse valley.- To Mr. and Mrs. Johnson 
hare been born four children: James H., 
Molvin B.. Abbie J., and Alexander A. The 
parents are members of tbe Norwegian Lu- 
theran Ohnreh, and occupy aa enviable po- 
sition among tbe prosperous citizens of La 
Crosse eunnty. 

ILUAM A. IHHOFF is one of the 

enterprising citizens of La Crosse, 

and is the proprietor ofn prosperous 
insiiu'ss. He was born at Higiiland, Iowa 
county, Wisconsin, April 22, I860, and is a 
son of Anton and Christine (Borichter) Im- 

hoff. natives of (ierniany. Both the father 
and niotlKT were Ixirii in Hanover, and the 
former was a carpenter by trade. His early 




yonth was spent in his own country, bnt be- 
lieving the opportunities greater in America, 
he OTOSsed the Athintic and took up his resi- 
denoe in the United States. He located at 
Highland, lo v i. hikI daring the latter part 
of his life followed farming. The mother of 
our subject came to America in her girlhood. 
They reared a family of two sons and five 
daughters, William A. Imhoff b^ng the 
eixth-born child. He passed his yonth in 
ILVIilaiid, and at the age of nineteen years 
i>egan to learn the harness-maker^s trade at 
Moscoda, Wisconsin. He completed his ap- 
prenticeship there, and in 1880 came to La 
Crosse, where ho has since conducted a suc- 
cessful bngiiier^s. lie manufactures all kinds 
of harness and sa<ldlos, and has established 
a substantial trade. 

Mr. Imhoff was married to Miss Theresa 
Schilling, a daughter of Rudolf and Johanna 
Scliillinijr. natives of Germany. They have 
had l>nrn to them one son and two danphters: 
Idel, Liiuuji, and William A., Jr. The par- 
ents are members of St. Joseph's Roman 
Catholic Chnrob. Mr. Imhoff belongs to St. 
Boniface's Society, to the Casino, and to the 
La Crosse IMoeesan Life Insurance Com- 
pany. He has built and improved some city 
property, owns a pleasant residence on State 
street and a good business block on Third 
street. He is a stockholder of the Inter-Stale 
Fair Association, and talces an active interest 
in those enterprises which are of public 
benefit. He is a eiticen in OTery way wortliy 
of tlie country he has adopted. 



ICHAEL KRATCHIVIL, manufac- 
turing coufeotioner, La Crosse, Wis- 
c is a native nf Germany, born 

March 17, 1S51, a son of i'rank and Tliercsa 
(Koblae) Kratchivil. His parents bade fare- 
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well to thf! «* Fathtrl.uxl" in 1854, croRsed 
the tnea and took up their residence in a 
strange country among a strange people. 
Tb«y Mttled in Washington township, MiU 
Wankeo county, Wisconsin, abont twelve 
miles from the citv of Milwaukee. Michael 
was an infant when lie was brouf^ht to this 
country, and here received his education. 
He Icmrned his tradv in HilwmnlcM and Chi- 
cago, and afterwards worked as a joumeyuian 
in mriTiy rf the largo eitien in this cotiiitrj. 

In IH'iil lie came to La Crosw and eetab- 
liebed himself in the candy-manufacturing 
business in a small way. The exeellenoo of 
bis goods soon created a good demand, and 
by faithfully sustaining the high standard he 
has built up a trade thronfrhont Wisconsin 
and Miuneaota. He has two traveling talett- 
men all the year, and gives employment to 
thirteen sldlled workmen. 

Mr. Kratchfvil was married in Milwaukee, 
"Wi.^confin, to Mis8 Annie Hale, who died, 
leaving two children, Katie and £Ue. Mr. 
Kratehivil was married a second time, at La 
Orosse, Wisconsin, to Miss Emily Joslin, a 
native of this city. They have no ohildren. 
The first wife ot onr eui)ject was a foil com- 
municant of the lioman Catholio Church. 



|MIL l!KIi(J, snperintendent of tlie de- 
livery department of the La Oosse 
Fostoffice, and leader of the Xormanna 
SsnxM^kor and Frobsinn, was bom at Trond- 
jem, Norway, December 12, 1848, a son of 
EIjIh) Herg, l>y lii^* niarriajr*^ to Christine 
(Lund) Beri;. His fattier was an ofHccr in 
the commissary department of the artillery 
of Norway, and is a desoeodant of agrienit- 
ural ancestry. The general chsnicteristies of 
the Bergs were large stature, hardy constitu- 
tion and long life. On the mother's side 



the ancestry wore Swedes, althougli slio whs 
born in Norway. They had seven sous and 
two daughters. 

Hr. Emil Berg received bis edncation in 
the public schools of Trondjom, and in early 
life allowed a strong predilection for music. 
He however learned the furriers trade in his 
nuti%'e town. At the age of twenty-three 
years he came to America, locating in Chi- 
cago, where he followed his trade one season, 
for which there was not sufficient dcnifind. 
Then he enjxaged in upholstery, in the mean- 
time devoting iiis attention to music. His 
line tenor voice and his love for the old Norse 
songs made him favorably known in the mn- 
sical circles of that city, and in the fall of 
1866 he orcranized tlto singing fsoeictv named 
Nora, the tirst Norwegian singing society or- 
ganiaed in tliat city. Dnring the fall of 
1868 it was merged into the Freja, Mr. Berg 
being el«)Cted leader of both societies. 

In the spring of 1869 he catne to La Crosse, 
where he hai> since resided with the exception 
of foar years in Dedorab, Iowa, where be 
went to assame the leadership of die "Lnren," 
a singing society. June 1, 1869, soon after 
his arrivjil in LaCrns^e, he was elected leader 
of the NurmuitiiH,'' which position he held 
until 1880, excepting the four years men- 
tioned. In that year this society divided, 
half going with the Norden society and half 
wurliing independently. ^Ir. Herg was elected 
leader upon hein<,' aduiitted to the Norden 
society, and lield the position for several 
years, and as an appreciation of his laboia 
was elex:ted an honorary member of the Nor- 
den >c>ciety. For several year? lie was also 
leader of the Se.xtteii Hariaonicii, and at one 
time loader of tlie quartet Gauken, and tor 
two years leader of the La Crosse Vallej 
Singing Society at West Salem, this State. 
During the summer of 1889 the Norske 
iiangerkor was organized with Mr. i^g as 
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Jeader, which Bocictj in the fall of 18*J0 
jained the Norninnift fikngerkor, and Mr. 
fi«rg wae agun elected to tlie leaderabip, 

which position he Btill holds. Since March 
1, 181W>, he has a1.«o conducted llm GiTinan 
einging ^ciety, Frohsinii. Mr. Berg is ud- 
douhtfdly the oldest Sceodinsviau leader of 
Mug in the Northwest, if not in America; 
and it is to be hoped tluit h*; mwy live a 
great innny years yet to hilxjr itt the field he 
ie a<imirably ticted to till. 

lu the early part of the year 1870 the 
Iforniarna aoeiety had an active inemberahip 
of thirty or more, and at that tinje was the 
only singing society known heyond tiieir im- 
mediate neighborhood. May 17, 1S72. the 
Is'ormarina ast^isted Ole Bull in his concert at 
Madison, Kiven for the purpose of creating a 
fund for the eetablishment of a ficandinavian 
library at the State University there. 

In 1874 Mr. lloppe was elected leader of 
the Noruianna, and served for a year. From 
1875 to 1876 the society lay dormant, hut in 
the last named year it obtained a new lease 
of life and re-elected Mr. Berg leader. In 
1880 E. B. IJyiiniiig was elected lender, and 
served several years. In the fall of i^iUO the 
Norske Sanxerhor and the Normanna nnited 
and elected Mr. Berg leader. The sodetj is 
itt {iri'scnt in n flonrishiog condition, having 
tiiirty two active members and ftfty-five hon- 
orary. _ j 

Mr. Berg has been a member of tlie I. O. 
O. F. for the past tventy.two years, having 
passed all the chairs, and is also a member of i 
the eucampmpTit; and lie hap servtvl tlio order 
in many of itsothces. Being District Deputy 
Grand Master, he represented the lodg&a here 
at the Grand Lodge on different occasions. 
August 1, 1870, he was appointed delivery 
clerk Jif La Croesf rost(;fB(.-c, and served 
tiirongh all the grades of oliice iiere up to his 
present position. Although he has a number 



of times been offered municipal othce, he 
wottld never accept them. 
Mr. Berg was married in La Crosse, to 

Ella Ranl)er, a native of Norway and a 
daiij^'hter of Andrew UHtdHM- by liis inrirriage 
to Miss Sophie Naess, wlio came to America 
in 1863, settling iii ChicAgu. Mr. and Mrs. 
Berg have one son and two daughters, 
namely: Ebbe, a mercantile clerk of bright 
promise; Ragna and Nora. 

I Ml I I? . Tl If I ^ w 

LBERT V. PETTEU. contivcting 

plumher, steam and i;a.-> fitter, ofcnpies 
n {ifominetit place in oorniiiercial cireler^ 
in La Crusse eouuly, and is entitled to the 
following space in the history of her leading 
men. He was born near Fountain City, 
niiflfalo county, "Wisconsin, April 22, 1866, 
and is a son of Ferdinand and Dorothea 
(Eder) Fetter, natives of Germany. The 
tatber was a law^ ei' by profession, and emi- 
grated from Prussia to America when a 
yonng ujan, locating at Fountain City. Wis- 
consin, where for many years he was favor- 
ably known as a meuiber of the legal pro- 
fession. In the' latter years of hia life he 
became a rosidmt of Alma, Wisconsin, and 
was County Judge of Buffalo county at the 
time of hi' deatli, wliicli oeenrred October 
16, IbTU. lie was a man of uni^nestioued 
integrity, and discharged the duties of his 
offioe with a fidelity that won him the highest 
esteem of the people. Of his family, four 
sons and tun daut,ditpr« survive: Norman is 
the associate editor of West's Law Publish- 
ing Qouee, St. Paul, a lawyer by profession; 
Albert V., the subject of this noUee; Harvey 
J. is a civil engineer by proFt'bsion, and is 
now chief engineer of the Duiuth Ternjinal 
lUilway Company; John I*, is also a civil 
engineer, employed by the Northern Pacific 



Digitized by Google 



BtOQRAPHTCAL BJ8T0KY. 



Railroad Company; Uaoiuih and Ella M. are 

the two daughters. 

Albert Y. spent hie earljr youth in Ahna, 
WinonBin, and at th« age of ionrteen years 

started out to meet the res|fnn3ibilities of 
life. He first enpaged a? a clerk, ariil \va« 
thus Aceiipied for several years, lie then 
became interested in steamboats, but ho 
abandoned this enterprise in 1888 to estab- 
lish the business in which he is now engaged. 
In tliis undfrtuking lie 1ms b«'on moi'e than 
usually proripfioiiB, and has won an enviable 
reputation as a progressive and substantial 
oitizeD. He is a charter member of the La 
Crosse Bnilders' Exchange, and belongs to 
the La Crosse Board of Trade. In 1891 
Mr. Fetter joined E. T. Mueller in ba?.ineeB 
for the purpose of manufacturing a patent 
tool to be nsed in the plnmbing bnsinesB. 

Onr worthy sutgeet was married in La 
Claire, Iowa, to Miss Mae Orwig Hilbourne, 
a native of that place and a daughter of .Tolm 
and Kato Hilbourne, natives ot the 8tate 
of Pennsylvania. Mrs. Hilboome*s maiden 
name waa Sehrsiner. 

VnilOMAS W. CUMMINGS, funeral di- 
^fjl? rector and undertaker, La Crosse, Wis- 

^ consiji, is a natire of the State of 
Illinois, born at Galena, November 15. lS'r>4, 
lli.< parents, Andrew and Catherine (Murphy) 
Cum tilings, were natives of Ireland, but in , 
1849 they bade farewell to the bsaatifnl 
^^Ernerald Isle" and sailed away to America. ' 
The father was a grocor by tra>lo, and carried I 
on a thrivinn; hnsint'ss in Uubnque, Iowa. 
from l^od until the time of his death, which 
ooenrred in Jnne, 1865. He and his wife 
reared a family of fonr sons and four dangb- 
ters: Mary married Richard O'Brien, a 
merehsAt of ludependenee, Iowa; Simon is 



a resident of La Crossf. Kri'lcrct is the wife 
of George liiggini^, an uugiiieer of St. Louis, 
Missouri; Miiggiu is the wife of John Lark- 
ins; T. W.; Annie, wife of Peter Pauls; 
Walter J. died at Bismarck, Dakota, leaving 
a wife and one con; John C. died in Dnbnqne, 
leaving a wife and two danghtenj; they had 
buried four children in infancy; Tliomos W. 
is the sabjeet of this biof^raphieal sketch. 

He obtained a good idiK'ation in Dabnqne, 
and early in life began clerking in a grocery 
store; subsequently he was employed in a 
saloon and billiard hall, and in 1886 he came 
to La Crosse, where he carried on the saloon 
business until 1889. He then embarked in 
the enilialining and nndertakioj{ businesSyaud 
has met with fair success. 

Mr. Cnnimings was married in Dubuque, 
Iowa, to Miss Phebe Beab, a native of Iowa 
and a daughter of David and Sarah J. (Blake) 
Reah. Of this union two eons and two 
daiin;htt>r.s have Iteen born: Bertha, Andrew 
D., Stella and Ambro«e. The parents are 
members of tlie Roman Catholic Church, 
while Mr. Cnmminga belongs to the Oatbolie 
Knights of Wisconsin and to the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians. 




LORENS SCHILDMANN, of the firm 
of Weide & Schildtnann, saloon-keepers, 
La Crosse, was; horn October 31, 1855, 
in Westphalia, (iermany, in the town of 
Bielefeldt. His father, William, who had 
married Elsabeth Ebetfeldt, was a carpenter 
by occupation and came to America in 1856, 
with bis family, locating at Quincy. Illinois, 
Four years afterward he movcil to bank City, 
Wisconsin, and three years after that, in 
1862, to La Crosse, where he has since made 
his home. He reared two sons and three 
daughters. 
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Mr. Scbildmann, whose name introdai'cs 
thift akatohi grew to mtnhood in La OrosBA, 
obtained a fur edneation in the common 
•chool, and has eincc been engaged in keep- 
ing a saloon. Tie has sorve<l four T«»arfJ as 
Alderman of the Kighth Ward; Jias been 
chairman of the Committee oa the Poor, and 
member of the Oommittees on Lfonnae and 
Health. He is a member of the Society of 
tlie Sons of flermann, of the DfMitsclier 
Verein and al&o of the Third Ward Aid 
Society. 

He married Mies Margaretha DahnelJ, a 

native of Germany and a daughter of Freder- 
ick iiiid Marn;;iretha Dahnell. Tlicy havp two 
Boiis and fliri'O d.nirrfitcrs, naini'lv: Krriina, 
Louisa, Walter, Williaiii and Flureuue Minnie. 

fHOMAS HANSEN, a contractor and 
builder of La Crosse, is ono of the char- 
ter members of the Builders* Ezehange 

of that city, and has been prominently idcnt- 
ifittd witli her building interests since 1809, 
wht ii lio enii<rrated to America. Ue was 
born in Norway, near Lillihamer, March 1, 
1844, and is the son of Hans and Oarrie 
(Jensen) Thomsen. His father was a fanner 
and mercliiiit ; his death ocrnrrod in 1859. 

Thomas Hansen learned the carpenters' 
trade in bis native country, and in 1869, as 
before stated^ crossed the sea to America, 
believing that the opportunities afforded in 
tlie new world were greater than those of the 
old. Aftpr landing he came direct to La 
Crosse, and hero e6tai)li^lied hi nisei t in the 
extract iog and bnilding bnsinees. He is 
also a millwright, and for several years lie 
followed this occupation thronghout Minne- 
eotii, Dakota, Nebraska and Wiscongin. His 
efforts liavo been rewarded witii a lair measure 
of sncci'ss, and his religions with hie newly 



adopted mother country have been of a very 
pleasant cnaractcr. 

Mr. Hansen was married in Norway to 
Miss Blisabeth ErickBon, aiul of this union 
eight children have l)een \>qy\\: Ileiiiv. the 
oldest, a promising young man, died at tlip 
age of nineteen years; those living are: Luui^a 
and Hilda, five children having died In ctild' 
hood. 

tOUIS N. NELSON is one of the mo^t 
skilled painters and decorators of Li 
Crosse, where he has resided since 1888. 
He was born in Madison, Wisconsin. Novem- 
W 24, 1803, and is a son of Thomas A. 
and Lena (Qreodley) Nelson, natives of 
Norway. The parents were bom in Skien, 
about 12U miles from Christiania, and emi- 
grated to America in 1853 or 185i. Other 
members of the iNeUua and Grendley families 
also crossed the sea, and the greater nnmber 
settled near Uilwankee, althongb branches of 
the Grendley family are scattered over Wis- 
consin and ifichiiTan. 

Louis N. Neisun grew to tnanhowl in Madi- 
son, TV^isconsin, where he learned his trade 
iVom his fi^ther, who waa a prominent painter 
and deoorator in that city. In 1888 he caioe 
to T. I Crasse, as before stated ; aftor arriving 
in tliis city he formed a partnership with O. 
J.Oyen; litis relationship existed until 1890, 
when it was diaaolved by mntaat consent. 
Since that time Mr. Nelson has condacted 
the business alone, and has met with marked 
f»ncrea«. Thoroughly well fitted for hi.« line 
of work and possessed of those sterling traits 
of character which win and hold confidence, 
he has made for himself an enviable r^mtar 
tion among the business men of La Crosse. 
He is a member of the Builders' Exchange 
of La Crosse, and is deeply interested in the 
socoBSS of the organization. 
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Hf WHS ni;irri<'(i in .\I:i(!i«rm, Wisconein, to 
Miss Margaret Agnes (Jutuietl, a daughter ot 
Thomas and Margaret Coonell, and of this 
anion on« son has been born* Loaia T. 

ONS ANDERSON.-America is in- 
debted to all the nations o( thn earth 
fur ber inhabitants, and no conntry 
hafi contrihuted a more npnVlit, lionoriiblo 
dass of citizens than iias Norway, the birth- 
place of Hona Andereoii, one of the most 
highly respected residents of La Crosse, Wis- 
consin. He was born at Valders, .luiic 8. 
1S30, a fon of Algiers find Mary ('KniKisori) 
Anderson, both of whom were natives of A'or- 
way. His fttther was a farmer by occupation, 
and died vrhen our snbjeet was but a lad. 

Dnriog his boyhood he was ednoated in the 
common ?c?ino!f;, and iit tlio ai;e of i«i\teen 
(l>eing the oldest in the fittnily) he bade fare- 
well to liis friends and ilie pine-clud hills of 
his native land, and sailed aeross the sea to 
America, locating aflw his arrival in Mil- 
waukee. He was fortunate in securing etn- 
ployment with lion. Daniel Wells, a inoml>er 
of CuDgresii from Milwaukee, and then pro- 
prietor of the Oi^ Hotel. He remained in 
Mr. WelU* empby for threo years, two of 
which he was a student in Prof. Balk's 
school, lie spent one yvtw as a salesman in 
the grocery store of Herliurt Reed, giving 
entire saiisfaetion to his employer and win- 
ning many friends nmong the onstomers. 

Observing the necessity of capital to 
achieve success in tlie older Enptern cities, he 
deteriuiued to push farther West, and, at- 
traoted by the eommereial prospects of La 
Crosse, he oame to this eily when it was a 
small village, in 1851. lie first engaged as 
clerk in the store of S. T. Smith, which was 

located on i'Vout street, and iu IboS became a 
le 



' partner in the establishment. I Te later formed 
a partnership with W. W. Uatick, which 
continued one year. He was then alone for 
some years, his next partner being & E. 
Oleson, with whom he was associated for 
two years. 

Then Mr. Anderson successfully continued 
the business alone for several years, while his 
two sons were being fitted for the responsi- 
bility of the incre4ising trade. 

In 18"*D Mr. .\ndprson took both of Vu 
sons into the company, the tirin then being 
known as Mons Anderson A Sons. His 
oldest son, Alfred H., aeqnirsda large interest 
in vvhat was then Washington Territory, and 
it s(Hin bcenine ap|mr<>nt that it required his 
j personal attention, so he withdrew from the 
Urm, and moved there to take charge of his 
own interests. It was then thought advis- 
able, as being the popular system, to organise 
into a stock compnny, to l)e known The 
Mons Anderson Company, which was done 
in January, 1891. Samuel W. then became 
the mainstay of his father in the management. 

His fine block on the corner of Main and 
Second streets has lieon built from time to 
time as the business demanded, bein<r always 
ahead of the town. It has been a common 
remark that he has the largest establishment 
of itD kind in America in proportion to the 
population. He has been in active business 
' forty years, and i^ to <lay the oldest business 
man by many years, on the Miiseisfiippi river, 
above Galena. 

The qaestion would natnrally arise in the 
reader^s mind, <'Why did sot Mr. Anderson 
move to n larger plnee many years af^o where 
his enterprise and push could be appreci- 
ated f His answer would be, that he would 
rather be a leader in the city of In Crosse 
than a follower in some larger city. 

At the present time. .Mr. Anderson em- 
ploye traveling men by the dozen, and employe 
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in his factory arnl 8torc> by the humlretls. 
Hie goodB tiud a ready market iu Western 
WUeonsin and in MinDOsota, Iowa, Kansas, 
Nebnnka, and the Dakotaa, and the annnal 
ontpnt exceeds a million dollars. 

The writer was shown throngh tA» varions 
departinent* of the maniifiipfory and ware- 
honses, and was enrprised at finding euch a 
niainniotk establiBhinent in a city the size of 
La Crosse. From offloee to engine room, 
every department evinces neatness and order 

and the strict bnsiness metliods that prevail 

therein. 

It is one of Mr. Anderson's cUa racier istica, 
tliat he always wants bis castomers and visi- 
tors to be liapi^lj disappointed and find it 
more extensive than represented or expeeted. 

One feature worthy of remark, is that Mr. 
Atulerfion started ont in an early (Iny to have 
strictly one price, and everyone treated alike, 
and to have gpode ro|veflented as thsy were. 
This is the key to liis snoosss. At one time 
he did a wholesale dry-goods, retail dry-goods 
and millinery, and retntl clothing Intcine^s. 
His retail dry-goods and millinery tratiic watt 
the second largest in the State. 

As tlie country developed and the city 
grew, his wholesale operations steadily io- 
creased, making it necessary that some of the 
minor interests sjIioiiIiI lie dis]>enscd with. In 
1885 be closed out his retail esfnlvlii^lunonts, 
and since that time has been doing a whole- 
sale dry-goods and mannCaetnring bnsiness. 

Mr. Anderson attributes his saoeess in a 

measure to the fact that when he gotti tnist- 
wortliy ptTijiloyceB he manages to retain them 
in his »iervi«e. Among those who have served 
him long and faithfully, are Mr. J. T. Van 
Yalkenburg; the old veteran ^^Utiele John" 
Ilalvorson; his trusted bookkeeper^ Mr. Louis 
Streetcr. who if* bpc rotary and trea*>nrcr tif the 
pr^nttirm; Mr. Fred Ilamfgaaru, manager 



of the mannt'auturing department, and many 
others. 

Mr. Anderson has not only witnessed the 
growth uF Lh Crot>Hi» from a mere Iiaiiilet to 
the heaiitifiil city it now ie. liut liH.s iietively 
participateti in all tiiat pertained to it^ ma- 
tured advancement. He has bnilt up a 
business whidi is an honor to himself and a 
credit to the city. As the city has ji^rown, 
and pompetitors have entered the field, he 
has maintained his superior position in com- 
mercial circles by the excellence of his goods 
and his nniformly eonrteoos and honorable 
dealing. He is a man positive in his con- 
victions, and of marked eharacteristics and 
unusual ability. 'While bis life has been one 
of bnsy usefulness, itacaiea have set lightly 
upon him, for he retains his youthful vigor 
and activity in a marked degree. Coarteous 
alike to customors. employees or strangers, 
he is the highest type of the genuine Ameri- 
can bttstneas man and gentleman, whom to 
know is a pleasure. 

In bis pursuit of wealth he has not been 
nnmintlfiil of the comfort of his employees, 
nor lias he been wanting iu public spirit. He 
is a liberal contribnter to those enterprises 
which are calculated to benelit the city, either 
morally or intelleetnally. System and >:ood 
judgment a'e noteworthy ff;»tnres ot all his 
operntions, and liis i:it»'ii;rity rendered his 
credit ••gill-edged, ' nut only at homo but 
abroad. He has acenmolated a handsome 
competence, and enjoys the highest regard of 
the social and commercial world in which he 
moves. 

T^lLLIAM WIELE,of thefirmof 
lu^^ Wide ft Schildmann, proprietors of 

I I' a sahion in LaCroese, was born in 
Penskowo, iu the provinee of Po?en, Ger- 
I many, March 21, 1859, a son of William mid 
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Amanda (Elein) Wide. Hi* father was a 
farmer, and liis paternnl (grandfather a dis- 
tiller by trade, but mostly engaged in farm- 
ing. On the miteratl side bis forsfathers 
weregeoerslly millers. 

Mr. Wiele completed his appreniiceshipin 
the grocery trade and came to America in 
1U78, locating ia Alleglmuy cunnty, Penn- 
sjlveiiie, mer Pittsburg, where he wes t 
fkrmer for a short time. Next he was for a 
short time at Albert Minnesota, keeping 
a saloon, and finallj, in came to La 

Crosse. Here, for four years he was employed 
at Heileman's brewery; next he was clerk 
for a year for Mr. Wehansen in the oigar 
trade; then was mail carrier about a year; 
and then ff)r h year wae clerk for .folin Schil- 
liug, a clothing merchant; and since 1886 he 
has been couducting a good saloon, lu 1891 
lie was elected Supervisor for the Third Ward. 
He is a in ember of the Germania Society, 
hap served jis its pretiidcnt; luis 1»C('ti scrrPtary 
of tlie lyiederkiaiiz ; hns pas>ed all tiie (jliairs 
in tiie society of the Sons ot Herman; and 
is one of the stockholders in the Inter-State 
Fair Association. He is a pnblio-spirited 
and enterprising eitisea. 



riARLES A. BARTZ is one of the 

many successful contractors and build- 
ers of La Oroi^sp, and is also one of the 
many honored citizens (or whom America is 
indebted to Qerinany. His birth>plaoe is 
f olnow, alwnt thirty miles from Berlin, and 
the date of IiIb hirtls is October 3, 1855. 
His parents, John and Phillipcna (Schwartz) 
I3artz, emigrated to the United States and 
settled in La Crosse. The father was the 
owner of a oonsideraUe amount of propwty; 
his death occurred here in 1877, and his wife 
passed from this life in 1889. 



Charles received his education in the com- 
mon schoolfs, and in liis ^-outh clinse the busi- 
neaa of contracting and building for his 
occupation in life. In 1881 he became iden- 
tified with the bnilding interests of La Crosse, 
and has ^on his share of the patronage of 
thp city a:iil surroundinpr coiintrv. Ainon»» 
the many buildings be has erected may be 
mentioned the residences of Stephen Gantert, 
Samnel Anderson, J. J. Frait, and Alderman 
Keumeister. He is a member of the Build- 
ers' Exchange, wa? an carlv advocate of its 
establishment, and assisted very iiiaterially in 
its ogautzation. He is a member of the 
Modern Woodmen and of the Progressive 
National Union. He is deeply intereated in 
the prosperity of Iiis tVMow-craftsmen and 
may be relied upon to protect and sustain 
their interests. 




fARL LUDWTG CORRESoy, of the 
firm of Iwrreson Bros., genernl grocers, 
La Orosse, was born in the city of Lil- 
lehammer, in Eastern Norway, January 30, 
1842, a son of Borre Hansen Borreson, by 
his marriage to Elizabeth Lundj^ren, who was 
of bwedisli descent though born in Norway, 
The forefathers of the Borreson line were 
generally engaged in the professions, espedal« 
ly that of teaching. The father of our sub- 
ject, however, was an architect, and also 
served the public as Justice of the Peace and 
Mayor of the city. He ended his nsefnl and 
active life in bis native city, Lillehanimer, in 
1878, at about tlu- a;j;*' of seventy years. 

At the age of twelve years Mr. Carl L. 
Borreson, our subject, began in mercantile 
business, serv ing an apprenticeship. In tiie 
spring of 1870 he left his native country, 
spent eight months in Uermany and traveled 
iu England, and in the fall of 1870 came to 
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America, direct to T.a Cruspc. Here he 
began as clerk and hook k( t [rt r for Charlrp 
B. Soldber^nr. n wholesale i^rocer, and uuntimieil 
in tiuit poHitioii tt'ii yt■n^^:. Hy then Iwcaiae 
head manager of tiie retail department of 
this firm for two ycftrs, htWng an interest in 
the bn^ine^K, and tlien, in the cpirillgbf 1883, 
formed willi William Joo^ten a pnrtnt'nihip 
ill tlic grocery hueineee, wholesale and retail. 
In the spring of 188G he eoid hie interest 
there to his partners, and the next (all joined 
bis brother Henry, in hit present business, 
already mentioned. 

He was married in La Trosgcfo "Mii^s IIhii- 
nnh Matilda Wederwang, a native ot 'i'hoten, 
Eaetern JV(orwaj,and adanghteruf Matthias W. 
and HaryWenderwang. The mother of Mrs. 
BorreeoQ came to America with herdanghter 
in 1865. BCttling in T.a Croeee, where nhe still 
resides. Mrs. I'lirreson did in 1875, leav- 
ing two daughters: Lillie Mary Kli^aU3tll 
and Hannah Matilda Borgia. She was an 
earnest b; liever in the Lutheran Chnrch. 

Mr. Borrieson's ^'^'c■( lMl w arriage, which 
occnrred December ^ti, 1S77, was to Min» 
Josephine Uermine Bolcttc llnugan, who was 
liom at Drainmen, Norway, May 0, 1S3*J. 
She wasaseliooltescher in her native oonntry, 
and aUo tanght in Chicago after eoming to 
Amerit ii ii> 1865. Her father was a manu- 
facturer ot wagons at Drammen for «onu' 
years, and titeit moved to Christiatiia, tho 
capital of Norway, where he was engaged in 
the Hanie business; and while there he served 
tlif I'itv as Alderman f'^r -i "im;' cr of years, 
lie came to America iu lJ>(iU, and in 1S70 
located at hix Crosse, where he died three 
Tears later. 

Bj his second marriage Mr. Borreson hn<« 
one Sun und one daughter; Borgo llaugan, 
born July 7, 1879, an^I r..it!ia riirit^tinr 
Ambtx)Bia, bom October 9, X880. Mr. and j 



Mr^!. Borreson are worthy members of the 
Lutheran Church. 

In this religions body Mr. JSorresoo has 
been very asalona and eflident, holding ta* 

rioMs ollh ial positions. He was a member of 
the Ixianl of the church which located the 
Lutheran College uf the Norwegian bjuod 
of America at Deoorah, Iowa« in the snmraer 
of 1889. In the summer of 1890 he was 
chairman of the building committee which 
eupi'rinteiiih'il the erection of the Norwegian 
Lutiieran ('hurch of this synod at North La 
Crosse. He has served liis church here as 
trustee for about fifteen years, as secretary 
about nine years and as trea'iurer three years* 
He has l>een a member of the Scandinavian 
Society tor six years, and wa« its president at 
the time of its dissolution and merging into 
the Norden Society. He is at present Super- 
visor of the Ninth Ward. 

Of his family, his two eldest daughters are 
young ladies of bright promise, exhibiting 
the best traits of the Horreson line, in the 
profession of teaching. The eldest daughter 
is a stndent malting rapid progress at the 
Milwaukee Normal School, and the other is 
now in her gradnatinp: jear in the high school, 
and will also complete a thorough course of 
training for the teachers* profession. 

fOSEPH Axn FRANK SCHWALBE, 
builders and contractors. La Crosse, Wis- 
consin. — Joseph Sehwalbe was bom in 

Au>tria, near Prague, at the village ol' Aucha, 
June 19, 1829, and is the son of a contractor 
and builder, whose ancestors for many gener- 
ations had followed the same calling. He 
received a good edneation in Prague and 
completed a thorreiirli eourse of training in 

tilt' arrliitiTttiral t^clnr.ils ,,f (fiat CItV. T'''pon 

I attainiDg his twcuty-tirst year, he embarked 
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in thp business of contracting and building, 
wliii-h lu! I'OTidiictcrl until when he came 

to America and located in Hi. l/ouis, Mis- 
aonrt Thore he remained tliirteen montlu, 
bnt at the end of that time» eaine to La 
Crosse, where he has since made his home. 
He has heen prominently identified with the 
buildiug inturesU of the place, and ba« very 
maieriallj aided the groirUi and development 
of this indnetij. 

He was married in his native rillago to 

Mise Lizzie , Of this nnion ten 

ohildraa were born, three sonsand four daiigh- 
tera, in Germanj, and two tons and one 
daughter in this country; three sona and 
tliree daughters survive: Mary is the wife of 
Josfpli Rcliubcrt, of LaCrossc; Joseph is a 
real-estate agent in West Superior, Wisconsin; 
Frank; Lizzie is tlie wife of Lorene Schent, | 
ci La Crosflo; Line, and William, a book- 
keeper by occupation. 

Fiiink Schwalbc, the junior memberuf tho 
tirin, was horn at Aiicha, Austria, Octnlier 8, 
1863, aud is a sun uf Joseph bchwalbe. He 
reoeived hia edneation in La Groeae, and early 
in life took np the bnaineMof big father. In 
18SS the present partnership was formed^ 
He was married in this city to Miss Charlotta 
Kuiiiii^^us, a daughter of Jacob Kohluaas. Of 
thia nnion two aona have been born; Frank 
and Arthur. He ia a member of the La 
Crosse Board of Trade and of the Gennania 
Society, hoingan honoriul otticial of the latter. 

Mr. Schwalbe and his son Frank are both 
membeiB of the Bni1d«r»' Exohange, and are 
among the leading membera of their craft 
Among the many buildings which they have 
erected tnav he mentionci] tlio Wfilcmnn 
Browing Company's plant, Zeister's Brewery, 
&e largest portion of the Gund Brewing 
Company*! plant, most of the C. J. Miefael 
Brewing Compnny'a plant) the Eagle Brew- 
ery, the Yogel Brewery^ the West Wiaoonsn 



Machine Shops, the Tivoli (a summer garden), 
Peter Leliiniui's Garden, Doerre's Block. City 
Hall of La Crosse, Mr. Wheeler'b residence 
on Tenth and Gaaa atreets, etc 

« 

... .i g . l ii l . g i. - 

RAN0I8 XAVIER D£ LORBA,who8e 
bueinesK career in La Orosae haa beett a 

most Hatisfai'tory orip. Ims heeti a resi- 
dent of the coutity since 1878, and has won 
an enviable position among his fellow build- 
era. He waa born in the city of Montreal, 
July 4, 1837t Md ia a aon of Battiate and 
Susan (Ronmant) Do Ix)rea. His father was 
ft farmer by wciipation, but ap;nen1tnre pre- 
htnted few attractions to young Francis 
Xavier, and he took np the carpenter'a trade, 
which he learned very thoroughly in hia na- 
tive city. In 1861 lio came to the United 
States, and until 1873 worked as a journey- 
itmn in the various cities of the Uuioo. Siuc^ 
locating in La Crosse he htt come to be ree- 
ognised as one of the moat intelligent eon- 
tractors and has won his share of patronage. 
He erected the Sixth Ward scboollmnse. the 
McMillan building, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the La Crosse Abattoir, the business 
block of l3ie Norwegian Workinginen*B Soci- 
ety, the Lienlokken building, and many of 
the finest residences. Dtiriti^ the past seven 
years he has given considerahh' atti ntion to 
contracting and building in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, meeting with yvrj enoonraging 
results. 

Mr. De Ix)rea was married in La Crosse to 
Miss Emma E. Rawlinson. He ami his wife 
are regular oommnnicauts of the Epiiicopal 
Church, and are members of the congregation 
of Chriat Ohnreh. He ia a worthy Sir Knight 
of the Masonic order, and belongs U> the 
Knighta of Honor. Mrs. De Lorea is a 
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Worthy Mutn.n of flit' E:i^ti>rii Star, «nd is an 
active utiiciHl ot that society. 

Oar Bnbjeet is a member of the direotory 
of tbe BniJders* Exchange aod was one of the 
prominent lactorB in the perfeetion of that 
organization. 



v.ENRY WILLIAM RAETZMANN, 
m editor ainl jirojirittor of T)er La Crosse 
Volkitfreurid, was born at Baniin, Han- 
over, Gerinanj, September 9, 1847. Id 
Oetuber, 1866, he emigrated to America, 
going directly to Beedsbufg, Wisoonsin; 
there he found employment in a general 
store as clerk, and aleo gave some time to the 
study of the English language, attending tiie 
publie sehool for this purpose. He atndied 
law in 1867-'«8 with Mr. Joseph Maekey, 
one of the leailing attorneys of Sauk county, 
and in 1869 became a xtndent in the North 
western Uoiversity at Watertowu, Wiscou- 
ain. In 1870 he again turned lu's attention 
to mercantile parenita, and six years later he 
entered upon his career as a journalist, in 
which he lias met with the most gratifying 
eucvesH. in December of that year he estab- 
lished at ReedBburg, AV^iscousin, the Demo- 
cratie weekly new^pHper called D«r Sank 
Coitnty IJerold, of which he haa been the 
editor and piiblislu r for fifteen ypnn^. lie 
was Notary Public during this time, and held 
the agency for several i^teamship linos and live 
different fire-insnranee companies, fle served 
as Justice of tlie Peace for two terms, being 
twice re-electtMi, bat declining to accept the 
lionor the third time i^ was conferred, as his 
private busine6S required his undivided atten- 
tion. 

In January, 1891, Mr. Raetzmann removed 

to La Crosse with his family, and has resided 
in this city since that time. He also bonght 



his printing materia! ftixl chtabtihlied tlie new 
German Democratic paper, Dei La Crosss 
V^iUafriui^^ and a Snnday supplement 
called /fn.^ain»Mie}ubv«M. Ti»Ba%^CovMiy 
n«N)ld%til[^iiie having been )mbHshed here for 
nearly ten months during 1891, \vm merged 
into the Volksjtreund, and is published in 
connection with that ] aper every Saturday 
nnder tlie name of tlie fftrold and Volkt- 
freund. Der La Oro$i9 Volks/remtd iion% 
of the leading (ierinan ymlilications of the 
Northwest; is a bright, nowsy sheet, ably 
euited and well conducted. 

Mr. Baetzmann was united in marriage 
April 90, 1874, to Miss Emilie Licht, who 
was born Se|)tetnher 30, 1855, the eldest 
d«Ti(jhter ol' iionry Licht of Westfield. .Mr. 
and Mrs. Raetzmann are the parents ot i^ven 
children, aix of whom are living: Ewald 
Lndolf Friedrich, born March 20, l87S; 
Amandus Hugo Luthar, born August 8, 1876, 
died \farch 12, 18^7; Meta Louise Frieda, 
born December 25, 1878; Wilhelm Hermann, 
Jane 9, 1881; £Ua Catharine Panline, 
August 27, 1883; Panl Otto Werner, Jan- 
uary 11, 1886; Alfred Louis JuUna, April 
14, 1888. 



A. SLOANE, stamp clerk in the La 
,, .. Crosse, Wipconein, jM'.stoftice, wa* ori- 
,-jjr*a irinally from Hayesville. Ashland 
county, Ohio, his birth occurring March 2«, 
1846, and his parents, William and Elizabeth 
Ann (Williams) Sloane were natives of that 
State also. The father was at one time a 
miller, but snbgeqnently liecame baggage 
master on the Pittsburg, Fort Wayne »i: Chi- 
cago Railroad, holding that position from 
1865 antii 1873, when bis death occurred. 
He was just forty-five yearsof age. During 
tlie civil war he served as a private in Com- 
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pany 11, One Himdred and Second Ohio In- 
tan try, and was on puard nnd garrison duty. 
He was discharged on account of aickiie^s 
•ftiiir die fli«t jMT. He was for many years 
ft devont; member of the Methodist Bpimsopftl 
Charch, and in politics he was an Aholitiun 
Republican. Ilis wife is^ still living;, is sixty- 
three years of age, and resides at Crestline, 
Ohio. There were four children born to this 
anion, E. A. Sloane being the eldest. The 
others art- 7 'm, on the railroad at Peoria, 
Illinois; William, a blackhinitli at Gallion, 
Ohio, and Rudolph B. E. A. Sloane was 
reared in town, learned the printer's trade at 
twelve ^ears oC age, and followed that nntil 
he enlistedf Jaljr, 18C2, in Company D, One 
Hundred and Second Ohio Volunteer In 
tantry. Hip first battle was at Athene, Ala 
bama, where he and many others were uver- 
pow««d and captured after hard fighting. 
He was taken to Oahaha )tri«OD, Alabama, 
and there his treatment was horrible, lie 
was captured in September, 1864, and in 
March, 18t55, the river overflowed, the prison 
wae flooded, and the prisoners were obliged to 
stand in water op to their waists for one week. 
He weighed 130 pounds when he entered, and 
on coming out, in March, weighed but sixty 
pounds. General Washburn, who bad charge 
of the Confederate prisoners at Vieksburg, 
sent word to prison at Oahaha, that if the 
prisoners at that point were not liberated im- 
mediately, he would bang everyone of their 
otticors in his charge. They were soon 
after liberated. The prisoners were then sent 
to Yicksburg, and onr snbjeet was in the 
hospital for some time. Ue then became 
terribly homftrtlck, had been out three years, 
and liad seen the very roii;Thest side of war- 
fare, and as a consequence he slipped away 
from the hospital and ensconced himself on 
the Snltana, hoping to avoid the hospital sur- 
geons, so that he eonld make his way to his 



Northern " Home, sweet home." lie was de- 
tected, however, and brought hack to the 
hospital by order of the surgeons, aud thus, 
unwittingly on the part of those professional 
men, was presumably saved from the terrible 
caluinity that overtook the Sultana, and sent 
1,900 brave soldiers tu a watery grave with- 

' out a moment's warning. Mr. Sloane was 
die^charged May 2, 1865, and it was a year 
before he recovered from his experience. 
Alter this he was on tlie railroad, and was 
conductor for twenty-one years. On the 
fourth of July, 1889, he met with a serious 
accident. He was firing anvils, when the 
ring which connected them bnrst, and a flin- 
der struck bis lei^, nece-initating its ampata- 
tion September 17, of the same year. Since 
April 11, lie has bt-eii htfimp clerk in 

the postuthce at La Crosse, WiecoDsia, and 

: has filled that position in a very aeoeptable 
manner up to date. 

Mr. Sloane was inarric<l on May 20, 18G8, 
lo MiR8 Clara I'owen, daughter of Captain 
Bowcu of Port Huron, Michigan. They 
have two daughters living: Cora, wife of 
Fred Lampiuan, residing in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota; and Grace, wife ot M. M. Conley, 
of Minneapolis. Mr. and Mrs. Conley have 
two children: i'earl and Wayne. 

Mr. Sloane is a member of the G. A. 
of the order of Railroad Oonduetors, is a 
member of the Knights of Pythias and the 
^!^>dern Woodmen. Ue i? a Republican in 
politics, though somewhat independent. 

PEN.TAMIN li. EDWAliDS, a promi- 
nent and inlliiential citizen of La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, identified with many of the 
important bnsineas enterprises on foot in this 
city, is one whose biography will be found 
of interest to many. 
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Benjamin E. Edwards was horn in Wal- 
worth county, Wit»cun«in, Noveinli^r 12, 1845, 
■on of Theodore B. and Adeline F. (.Nfc- 
Craeken) Edwarde. Qrandfather Jnlios Ed- 
wards came to "Wisconsin at an early day, and 
Theodore B. Edwards caino from North- 
ampton, Mae&achu6etts, to this State in 1B3U, 
mftkidg Mttlement in La GroEte, in 1852. 
Tlie latter waa an active citizen and a pnb1i&- 
epirited man. He Vi&s engaged in the real- 
cetate btisiiu'i-s uml di'l much toward hnilding 
Up and improving city property. In 1870 he 
went to California and eatabliahed faia home 
in Santa Clara county. 

The anbject of our sketch was reared in I^a 
CrofiSf, find obtained a fair education in tlie 
public schools of this city, fiuhftequently en- 
tering the preparatory school at I3eluit. In 
the •nmtner of 1864 be enlisted in Company 
Q, Fortieth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, 
and went to tlic front. Ik, however, pnw tio 
great amount of liarJ tightinj;. From 
to 1873, lie was engaged in the dry-goods 
bueineea, and from 1878 to 1887 gave his 
jttention to lumber interettts. Upon the 
organization of the City Street Railway Com- i 
pany, in 1882. he took an active part and ' 
continuoi.1 witli it tiil its consolidation with 
the LaCroaie Street Railway Com |>any, form- 
ing the present extensive plant known as the 
La Crosse City llailway Company. Since 
the consolidation of the companies, Mr. Ed- 
warde has served as president. Upon the 
oiganintion of the La Groeee Knitting 
Worke, in 1886, iie gave the enterprise hie 
ardent support, and took an active official 
membership in its dircctorv, servintr ris vi>(- 
president. In 1889 he joined Mr. \V. U. 
Davta in tbepurohaae of the Wheels Seeder 
Company's plant, at Fonddu Lac, Wisconsin, 
and in 1890 they organized the Wheel & ' 
Seeder Manufacturing Company, and built 
their extensive factory on Clinton street, 



North !.H Crosse, and removed the plant from 
Fond du Lac liero In 1890, he joined cor- 
dially in the support and organintion of the 
Inter^State Fair Association, eontiibuted lib- 
erally to it, and haa served as its president 
since that time. He i;* al^o engaged to aoino 
extent hi the real-estate business. 

Mr. Edwards was married in La Crosse, in 
1867, to Miss Ella G. Osborne, (tiee aketch 
of the (>8l>orne family.) They have one eon 
and three daughters, viz.: ICiipt'ne O , (Jraca, 
a student of Wdlesley College, MaRsachu- 
aetta; Helen L., who ia now iu the prepara- 
tory department at AmWat, Massaehnsetta; 
and Annie K., attending the public school. 

Mr. Edwards it* a nuMrjIior of the Old Set- 
tlers' Society of La Crosse county, and is 
associated with the I. O. O. F. He and his 
family worship at the Congregational Charob. 

X|r,TILLlAM LUENING, dealer in dry 
L'^ooils. turaiflhing, etc., was born in 
l"^,"?"*! . n, Germany, March 12, 185L 

Hip fjitliLT, William laieniiii^r. was a infrchant, 
and liis ancestors had generally been mercan- 
tile people in Hanover, Eeens, and other cities. 
He married Bertha Kroning, whose fore- 
fathers had generally l)een in public office. 
In 1S53 he camr tn America and establiehed 
him.selt in business at Milwaukee, and two 
years later bron^t bis family over. In 1864 
he moved to Sank City, this State, where he 
passed the remainder of his usefal and active 
life, dying in 1870, and being buried with 
ilm honors of the German Singing and Liter- 
ary Society. He left two sons «id two daugh- 
ters, namely: Diedrieh C, prindpal of a 
public school in Milwaukee; Louisa, who 
became the wife of Edward Carl of Waufan, 
Wisconsin; William of this sketch, and i^er- 
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tb«, whu iiiamed John K<ihl8a«t, of Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 

Mr. William Luening, our subject, com- 
pleted hia schoul d&yd in the Milwaukee high 
lehool; then, at aizteeiif wae apprenticed 
olerk in a wboleeale nution store; at nineteen 
lie went ont m a '* knight of tlio grip-sack" 
(traveling salesman), in wbicli ca])acity he 
enjoyed great succeaa. In 1880 he retired 
from the road and joined the John Gnnd 
Brewing Company, which partnersliij) lasted 
until IHm. Next hi- joined Mrs. O.K. Klein, 
in the luisinoFH ot dry good^, clotliinp", etc. 
lie hat) servKd one term of four yt^ars as a 
member of the City Oonneil; has been Preai- 
dent of the Gcrmania Society tiiree years, 
Speaker of the Turn-Verein three terms, and 
hap held other positrons in these eocieties. 

lie was married in La Crosse, to Miss Em- 
ma Gnnd, daughter of John Gaud (see 
sketch). She died in 1885, kam'ng two eona 
and a daughter: Irma, Guido, and William. 
Mr. Luening eubseqiiently mnrrit'd Miph( 
Anna Kienohs, a native of Northern Ger- 
many, and by thi« marriage there h one sou, 
by name Eugene. 

KHgHH|-§, 



iENJAMIN F. iUiVANT— The mau 
from Maine baa always lieen a potential 

elt'uicnt in the oiviliziition and develop- 
ment of Wi-iConsin. The pint- tree pointed 
the Wiiy for the pioneers, but alonrr the 
woodman's trail came tneo of ail vocatioue 
— Diercbaats, meehaoiea and aoholastic pro- 
feaaors of every d^^e. No better blood 
ever infused pioneer life; no stun^lier arm 
ever set abont the tmk of pnhduing the wil- 
derness, and no less vigorous mental activity 
eonld hare raiaed a great oommonirealth 
ftmid the nnl>roken elements of nature within 
the limits of half a oentnry. Yery much of 



I the strong, distinctive Aniericanism which 
i Wisconsin has maintained almost co equally 
with the other Extern States, against an un- 
])aralleled tide of iramigrattou from every 
nation upon the earth, is due to the virility 
of the pioneer stock in which the J:'ine Tree 
m&tii is so, strongly represeuted. 

The war, which turned and overt uriu'd 
everything ia the United States except t)ie 
fandamental jffineiplea of indissolable union 
and universal liberty, called a bait upon the 
westward jonrneying star of empire until 
every star in tin- national firmament, linw- 
over proue to wander, shall know and admit 
that its place was fixed and eva^asting. The 
lessons of the war were not only to those 
who denied the nation; all men understood 
Ix'tter thnt this wae onr common country, 
and the migrations, which before had seemed 
like leaving home for distant and alien lands, 
took on a dianged aspect as the iron bound- 
aries of the State were levetetl. The associa- 
tions of the war had also their iritlijence. 
The men of Maine and Wisconsin Uood side 
by side for a common cause on many fields, 
and the friendsbipa cemented in sacrificial 
blood are not easily broken. When the last 
act in the great drama \vaf' accomplished, and 
half a tnillion soldiers returned to peaceful 
civil life almost in a single day, thousands 
of home-seekers turned thdr fsoes toward 
the star of empire which again grandly took 
its way westward. Every Eastern State liad 
its favorite Western State, and the men of 
Maine, still intiueuced by the magnetic pine 
tree as well as 1^ the thought of friends who 
had preceded them, resumed their journey 
toward Wisconsin. 

There are occasional instances of one who 
paused upon the way to try the light of what 
we now call the Central States, bat which 
thirty yenv ago seemed the far West to the 
New Englander. When each an one corn- 
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pbted his journey to Wisconftiti, Ailrtlling 
bis destiny as a Maine maa, he was r(K!eived 
with all the more complaoeney as one who 
CMne npon judgment and knowledge, and 
not becaiiBe others Iia<l Ixatcii tlie patli. Such 
an one was the subject of thiS sketch, Henja- 
tiiin F. Bryant, who left Maine for Ohio in 
1861, rad flrtt pnt hii foot apon WiBeonsiu 
soil to dwell there io 1868, three years of 
the interim having been spent upon Southern 
bnttle- fields. The Judt^e, or Colonel, as he 
1^1 called indiscriminately, is one of the best 
representatives of his native State, WiBoon- 
sin, that it has ever welcomed; proud of his 
birth-pIac-«; loyal to his alma mater, the ven> 
erable Bowdoin Colleijp; faithful in regard 
for statesmen and scholars that Maine Las 
given the nation, yet from the start, thor^- 
onghlj asiimilating all of weatern life except 
its crudeness, he was well fitted to do his 
share in the educsitional and social develop- 
ment of a relatively new cutiuuunity. 

6en]'amin ¥VMidk Bryartt, son of Benja- 
min and Ln<^ F. Bryant, was horn at Book* 
land, Maine, September 8, 1837. His father 
waH a physician, born at New Vineyard, 
Franklin county, Maine, in 1803, himself the 
son of a farmer and blacksmith, who taught 
all his sons — many in number — the hlaelc- 
amith trade before their majority. The Bry- 
ants in New England were from tlie olden 
time workers in iron. Colonel liryaut's 
grandfather, of the maternal branch, Deacon 
Joseph Frenoh, wee a fkrmer, who went into 
Maine from Mas8achii>ett>^ near the dose of 
the last century, when Fraitkliii poiinty was 
a wilderness, and settled on a farm at Sonth 
(Jliesterville before a tree had beuii felled 
on it, and cleared it himselt His daughter 
Lucy was l)orn there in 1805. The farm is 
still ownnl and cultivated by descendants of 
the same name. 

Both branches of (Jolonel Bryant's family 



are oUl in New England, and settled in Mas- 
sachusetts near the middle of the seventoentli 
oentnry. His father's family ar^ of English 
and Scotch extractiDii ; hie mother's of Eng- 
lish. His grandfather Hrvfiiit nnd sons were 
men of versatile talents and ready in sppcch. 
The mother's family liave been from the 
earliest time among the sturdiest of Kew 
England ]>t'<>{de, usnally farmers, bat some- 
titnuH liott'l keepers, tnoclianics, merchants 
a'ul pliyrticians. Dr. John French, of Bath, 
New Hampshire, watt ivolunei Bryant's moth- 
er's nnde, and Eara B. Frtfndi, Seeond Au- 
ditor of the United Statea IVesanry, was 
Dr. Frencli's ?or. and her cousin. 

Colonel ikyant lived in Maine from his 
birth until after Lis majority, attending com- 
mon achools onlj until he was seventeen 
years old. He then began to attend the 
Maine Wesleyan Seminary at Kent's Hill, in 
the town of Readiield, where his father and 
mother Lad completed their education. He 
there pursued his studies about six mwtbs 
eaeh year for four years, fitting himself for 
teaching and also to enter college. As his 
father was too poor to assist liitn in his 
education, he was compelled to provide the 
means himself, and aeoordingly wliile at the 
aeademy and in college he worked on the 
farm each summer and taught school win- 
t<»rf», and in this wax defrayed the expenses 
i of sciiool. He left home when sixteen years 
old to take care of himself, and was with 
his parents afterward only for brief periods 
with long intervak. 

The voting man had the full measure of 
American ainbition, and upon the subject 
of education lie said, "1 will." 

All thingH come to soch if thej are as 
steadfast as courageous; and in 1869 he 
entered Bowdoin College, in the class of 
lht)3. He did not. however, cfunplete the 
course. When his class graduated he was 



Digrtlzed by Google 



BJOQIUPEICAL mSTOllY. 



taking a higher eonrw in patriotism with 
the Arinjr of the Cumberland in the Chick- 
atnauga rainpaign. In 1856 his father had 
removed to llurou conntjf, Oliio, where the 
•on joined him in 1861. Soon after he en- 
tered the law office of Kennan ft Stewart at 
Norwalk in that eonnty. Legal studies as 
well a-; all other peaceful vwaHone were 
^jrufctcuted under difficulties, with the war 
spirit growing into an intense passion 
throughout the land, and in August, 1862, 
Blackatone «t id omne genus went back upon 
the shelves to bido their tinio. while the 
joung student went to the front a« Sergeant 
in Company A, One Huudred and First 
Eefdment Ohio Volunteer Inhntry. The 
regiment was assigned to t)ie Army of the 
riiiiibirland, and participated in the principal 
battles of that sectiun. After Stone River, 
Sergeant Brytiut was commissioued First 
liebtenant, aiid in March, 1864, Captain of 
his cotii|)anjr. He wag muttered out with ; 
h]> rc^'imcnt at the close of the war, .fmio ' 
20, 1^1)5. His military record tflls its own 
story; promotion was won uu tlie tield, and 
was the reward for duty faithfully and 
oonrageonalj done. 

lie was not alone of his family to serve 
the Union cause in tlie service (if arms. His 
father had but three 6ons, all of whom were 
in the army. Colonel Bryant't oldest brothwr, 
John E. Bryant, was Captain in the Eighth 
Kegiment Maine Volunteer Infantl^. He 
entered tlie service with his regiment in 
1861, and served tliree years. The young- 
est brother, Thomas 0. Bryant, enlisted in 
1863 in the Thiid Regiment Ohio Volunteer 
Cavalry, and ser?ed there until the dose of 
the war. 

Atter returning from his military service 
Colonel Bryant completed his legal studies 
at Norwallt, Ohio, in the office where he had 
commenced them in 1861, and was admitted 



to the bar in April, 1866, at the spring term 

of tlie District Court for Huron connty, and 
at once began to practice !;iw there. He was 
married near the close of the war, to Afiss 
Augusta A. Stevens, of North Fayette, Maine. 
She was educated at Eent*a Hill, at the semi- 
nar}- which he had attended, and also at the 
femide college tlicre. In 180(5 tlie y<»""J? 
couple took up their residence at is'urwalk, 
Ohio, and remained until the spring of 
1868, when they removed to La Crosse in 
May, wiiich has been their home to the 
present day. 

Few n»en have settled in La Crosse who 
made their presence felt more (quickly and 
positively than Judge Bryant. He bad an 
e.xceetling grace and suavity of manner that 
sometimes made his Irish friends inqnire 
what part of the "ould sod" claitmd th« 
honor of his birth. When occasion arose for 
a public speeeh he stepped in an instant into 
p»pi)lHr favor. His language was scholarly, 
forcible, poetical if occasion required, with a 
pnn:rt>iit pavor of wit, and liis method was 
at once persuasive and forcible. From the 
start Colonel Bryant waa in such demand by 
the Republican party that his law practice 
would have fared ill had not good Yankee 
ljusinc'!-,- f-ensG set a limit n^ynn too impor- 
tunate party demands. As it was he was 
foroed against his intention, and almost 
against his will, into pnblic life. He waa 
County Judge of La Crosse county for one 
term of four year? -from 1870 to 1874. He 
has been elected to the office of District At- 
torney of that coun^ for three terms of two 
years eadi. In April, 1878, he waa ap- 
pointed United States Pension Agent at La 
Crosse, and held the office until it was con- 
solidated, in July, 1877, with tlie St. Paul 
and Milwaukee agencies. From October, 
1883, to September, 1886, he was Postmas- 
ter at La Crosse. Governor C. C. Washburn 
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and also Oovurnor William E. Sroith, c»f Wis- 
oonsin, appointed him Aid*de*cainp on their 
staffs with rank of Colonel. He has also 
beoD aetive and prominent in the Grand 
Army; was a charter member and has been 
Commander of Wikon Oolwell Post, G. A. 
R., of La Crosse; has also asrred as Senior 
Yiee-Oomroander and Department Com- 
mander of this Department. He wae one of 
the incorporators of the Wisconpin Veteran 
Home, established in 1887 under the aup- 
pices of the Grand Army of that State, and 
has been a memherof the Board of Directors 
and treasurer of that institution. 

It ie, perhaps, well that some inore ex- 
tcnde<1 al!ni»tnn phonid be made to Jinlgf Urv- 
ant ill his capacity as a public speaker, la 
his practioe be is best known as an advo- 
eale, though he never goes into court with a 
case without knowing tlioronglily all the law 
bearing upon it. It the announcement is 
made that Judge Bryant ie to address the 
jury, people make it a point to get around 
and hear what he has to say. He likes very 
well to compose an address — to set his 
thoughts clearly and lof^ioallv in array with 
felicitous simile and apt quotations; but he 
is also one of the few men who can make a 
speech under the inspiration of the hoar 
that will, withont addition or emendation, 
read like a polished essay when it appears 
ID print A notable inetauce of this faculty 
is fonnd in his s peech at the annual encamp- 
ment of the Grand Army of the Be|mblie at 
Milwaukee in 1887, on the Dependent Pen- 
^^'n" bill, which was taken down by the 
stenographers as spoken, and printed without 
revision, a sheecb made without preparation 
and called ont by the occasion, but that stands 
as one of the ablest and most eloquent ad- 
dressee ever delivered in Wisconsin. While 
Colonel Urviiiit rarely speaks witl'oiit some 
preparation, tslili, when called upon with but 



a short time to prepare, the outline of n 
speech quickly takes slu^ in his mindi both 
as to what he shoiild saj and the order of ar* 

rangement. Close obserration of current 
affairs throii'_fh<int tlie world, the study of 
ancient history, especially the history of gov- 
eniments» and an exceptional familiari^ with 
the best literature, both ancient and modern, 
have stored his mind with ideas which are 
always subjeet to the call of a retentive 
memory. Tliat such a man should be both 
an elegant and eloquent speaker need hardly 
be ssid. That he is a logical and aoourafe 
debater haa been proven in many warm 
pulitical eontcsTu in Wiecoiibin. Ilis sjieeches 
on patriotic occasions are inodeln tor all 
America. He inculcates a devotiuu to the 
ideas underlying our form of government, 
and the flag that symbolizes them, *<that 
touches the right spot," as his hearers say, 
and makes one of hie addresses a lesson in 
patriotism for old and young. To sum up 
his broad-gauge eharaoter in a phrase, it may 
be said that Colonel Bryant is a true oosmo- 
politan. The rugged experiences of early 
farm life put stores of vitality into a phy- 
sique uot apparently robust; liie years at that 
sedate and most dignified seat of learning, 
old Bowdoin, imparted the seholastie air 
which time and later circumstances have uot 
changed; the study and practice of law has 
eliminated haste or prejudice in judgment; 
the bitter experiences of war has made patriot- 
ism an active principle worthy of entering 
into all the affairs of life; tlie tilling of pub- 
lic ottiees widely differing in charicter has 
imparted a knowledge not only of atiairs, but 
of men, and to these latter qualities twenty 
years of experience as a public speaker have 
contributed more than words can readily ex- 
precfi. To all thiji. something equal to all may 
he aJded: a wife capable of aiding as well 
as appreciating. Mrs. Bryant is so uharm- 
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ing in sooiety that only those who know her 

well realize all the fjrB<'e« of fier nni|)]y stored 
mind, her jiulgment of art and literature, iior 
doRT insight of eharacter, and her kind and 
diaritable disposition. Their homo is a model 
of quiet eleganoBi snd whoever enters feels at 
once the pervading attiiosplit re of refinement. 
It is tike model American home of a model 
American citizen. 




fE. BENTI.E V 18 the etHcient caeliier of 
one uf the must popular, strong and 
* flourishing flnancisl institutions of tiie 
State of Wisconsin — the Ratavian Bank of 
Crogse, Wisconsin, with which he has 
been connected since 18tiG, iirst in the 
capacity of messenger boy, aud lastly as 
eashier, doing effective Sttvicse in each and 
every department. He was horn in Scho- 
harie county, Now York, October 22, 1S43, 
to Edwin S. and N. M. (Galhip) Bentley, 
both natives of tiie State of New York. The 
parents came to Madison^ Wisconsin, in the 
spring of 1865, and in the fall of the same 
vt ar took up their abode in La Crosse, where 
the father followod the calling of a jiainter, 
his trade being that of a mechanic, lie wat* 
a very devoat man and was as highly re- 
aprated as he was widely known. He was 
■ converted to Christianity at the early ago of 
nineteen yearn, ntid soofl after united with the 
Methcxlist Episcopal Church — the church of 
his choice. He was a tireless worker in the 
vineyard of his Master,.and as layman filled 
all the important offices with great efficiency, 
and ills life was fully rounded out nnd filled 
with tiio deeds and benevolences which mark 
the truly Chriijtiau character. In the more 
intimate and sacred relationships of domestic 
life, as husband and father, he l)ecaine all 
these words imply; aud in this inner circle. 



where his noble charaetnr won love, venera- 
tion liiul Hlifil reverenee in overflowing 
measures, hie death left a void that can never 
be filled. He was married on the 24th of 
September, 1884, to Miss Nancy M. Gallnp, 
of Gallupvillo, New York, a village named 
in honor of her nnele, and t^lio became to him 
a true, faithful and loving helpmate. She 
was a woman whose many acts of kindness 
and charity gave her an exalted position in 
the affections of the commnnitvin which she 
lived, and she wa.s. in evcrj' way worthy of 
being the life coui|iatiion of Hiu-h a man as 
her husliand. Tlieir ntuny deeds of Christian 
ebarity will stand as living monaments for 
many years t*» come, and their lives point a 
moral wliicli all would do well in heed. Mr. 
Bentley died liet-enihcr 25, 18(50, at the age 
of titty «ix years, iii^ widow surviving him 
nntil May 24, 1884, when slie passed away, 
at the age of seventy-two years. The follow- 
ing are the names of the five children born 
to their union: Abbie S., Clara M., Charles 
S., £. £., the- subject of this sketch, and 
William L E. E. Bentley first' i«oeived a 
pnblio-school edneation, bnt later finished a 
classical conrse in the Ohio Wesleyan IJni- 
verf-itv. f^radiottiiiiT in the el;iss of ISH', after 
which he followed the calling of a pedagogue 
in Hamilton, Ohio, and also in Wisconsin, 
winning the repatatibn of being a eonseien- 
tions and able edocator and a tine disciplina- 
rian. He wftp first married in 1869, to Miss 
Susan N., daughter of Alfred Shepard, of 
La Crosse, the only issue of which marriage 
is a danghtar, Sasan M., who is a pupil in 
the Ohio Wesleyan University, and will 
graduate in the classical department in the 
class of '92. Mr. licntley was called up<in 
to mourn the death of his wife in 1872, who 
died at the nnttmely age of twenty-seven 
years, having been a devout member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church from girlhood. 
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In 1879 Miss Eiuiua £. Langduu, ilaiigliier 
vf Walter H. and SalUe E. Langdon, of La 
Crosee, became hi* scoond wife, and tlie fruits 

of thie union are the following cliildren: 
Charles E., Wayne and Percy D. Mr. and 
Mrs. Dt'iitloj' are memberg of the MetlioUiet 
Episcopal Ohnroli, in vhieh he has been 
trnstee and steward. He wae a lay delep^ate 
to the OMMral Conference of this church, 
wliioli was held in New York city in 18HS. 
and lias l>een a member of tiie J^ay Electoral j 
Coofinrenee one tarn. He is president of tlie 
Y. M. G. A. of La Croeee, an organiaadon of 
wliicli the city is jnstly prond. In 1864, 
\shile attt'iiding college. Mr. Botitley, with ; 
many other students, dropped his books to 
beoome a votary of Mars, and enlisted in the 
Union service from Delaware, Ohio. During 
tbe four months that he was in the service 
he WHK principally on j»nard duty. Tlie Ail- 
jutant of the regiim'iit \vii8 \V. II. .Moore, 
and Richard R«ynulds wau the Captain of 
bis company. As will be seen, Mr. Bentley 
has held positions of preferment in social, 
moral, financial and educational organiza- 
tions. and m« an honored citizen has the re- i 
epect and coutidence of a large circle of ac- 
qnaintaneea, and is lidd in liigh est-eem for 
lii>i many excellences of character. 

Perhapt^ this is as gi>od a place as any to 
give a sketch of the Young Men's Christian 
Associatiou of La Crosse, with whicli Mr. 
Bentley has been so prominently connected. 

THE YOIJNO MKN's CUKiSTIAN A(<SOCIATIOX. I 

I 

A irKiiin; all the agencie? for the <xoo<l of mu!)- ' 
kuicl uud the betterment uf his moral, physical 
and spiritnal natnres, probably no one has 
proved more practical and eflfoient than chat 
arm of the cliun li known as the Young Men's 
Cliristian Assix-iation. Ap the K;irl of • 
Shattesbury said in speaking of their work, I 
^'tiieyareof immense importance. Tltejarenot | 



only good locally, but politically. The young 
men educated in them will oontribnte mneh 
by their sentiments and actions to form pnb- 

lie opinion, and will constitute what has been 
called by Hurke, 'the cheap defense of na- 
tions.'" All over the world, where they liave 
Sprung up by the thonsands, and especially 
in our own land, where tbey have been muet 
systematically and comprehensively develop- 
ed, tliey are pointed to with confidence by all 
elat^stts as conservators of the greatest force 
of any nation,— the power of young manhood. 

While by no means possessing a model 
association in every respect, owing to local 
restrictions, yet La Cronise tnav well take 
pride in her Young Men's Chrietian Asao* 
ciation. In 1883 a public meeting was called 
to consider the advisability of opening a 
reading room for young men. Previous ex> 
perienee. wliicli had re.-.nlted in fnilnro, even 
under most favorable auspices, decideil again^it 
any eifort in this direction that was not an- 
chored to some sure and tried principle, and 
it was thought best to organise as a yonng 
men's chri.it ian iis.mieiatio:!. State Secretary 
I^wis, of cherished aieiuory, and Secretary 
Willis, of the Milwaukee Association, aided 
in the initiatory steps. 

The formal organisation took place , April 
30, 1883, at the office of H. B. Smith, and 
the following persons signed the constitution : 
£. £. Bentley, E. B. Magill, L. B. Coleman, . 
M. B. Qreenwood, .G. W. Barton, J. M. 
llulley, H. B. Smith, Geo. HcMilhm, 8. F. 
Clinton, J. T. Van Valkenberg, A!fre<l James, 
John Janie>, Joseph James, E. R. Montague, 
F. \V. Lange, lit)bert Nourse, A. U. Gustaf- 
son, Gilbert Shepard, N. Ameson, J. Bangs' 
berg, H. B. Smith, Jr., H. 1. Bliss, E. D. 
Loomis, \Vm. W. Jones, J. B. Canterbury, 
Ilenrj A. Sab.er. T!ie first board of direc- 
tors were as follows: President, E. E. Bentley; 
Vice-President, J. T. Van Valkenberg, Bu- 
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cording Secretary, J. M. H jlk-y ; Trea^nrer, 
H. B. Smith; Directors, G. li. Montague, 
0«o. HcMiUan, A. ft. QnitafBon, Joseph 
James, Henry A. Saber. 

Great interest -was at once manifested in the 
organization, and it at once sprantf into popu- 
lar favor. Mr. M, B. Wii Hams, General Sec- 
retary of the Elmira, New York AsMdation^ 
was called to take charge as general eeeratary, 
and, under hie skillful and experienced man- 
agement the work was successfully developed 
along all lines. In 1886 Mr, Williams re- 
signed to aoeept an offer to become 8tate 
eeoretary of Virginia, and waa snoeeeded by 
Mr. Jamee R. Pratt, who continued to act as 
general fiecretary until 1889, when he ac- 
cepted a jKisition tendered him upon the 
State foree^ afterwards suoceeding to the po- 
sition of State secretary, npoit the death of 
Mr. Lewis. Mr. Pratt was followed as gen- 
eral secretary by Mr. W. B. Miller, who had 
jnst finished his studies at Appleton. Mr. 
Miller remained in charge only eight montlis, 
wlien he was oflipred, and aeoepted, a position 
in the office of the Twenty>third Street 
Branch, New York city, nnd was Riicfeeded 
in April, 1890, by Mr. F. O, Hopkins, the 
present general secretary. 

The first quarters occupied by the assoeia' 
tion were un Main street, between Front and 
Second, wliere the Nord.ft-m now has its 
officr. The rooms were considered very do- 
sirabic at the time, but in 1881 the associa- 
tion took advantage of the erecti<m of the 
bnilding where the rooms are now located at 
Nob. 423-425 Main street, to have rooms i 
especially arranged for them, and in October 
of that year occupi^ them. Great credit 
shonid be ipven the ladiM* anxiliary for their 
help, not only at this time in tnraishing the 
rooms bnt for their efficient ud from the very 
beginning of tbe nfpociation. 

The rooms uow occupied consist of a read. 



I ing room, pleasantly fnmishe<l and supplied 
with ail the leading publications of the day; 
a parlor, furnished in good taste with piano, 
ete.; recreation room, fnmiahed with snitable 
amusements and games; assembly room, for 
meetings; pymnasintn, with fair equipment; 
bath-rooms with tubs and shower baths; toilet 
room, and eeeretary's office. 

The assoeiation has a total membership 
of al>ont 325, including a janior department 
of fifty iiiernbers for boys between the ages of 
twelve and sixteen. 

Early in the history of the wurii iL-i ne- 
cessity of special work on the North Side was 
recognized, and a hmneh was started with Mr. 
George Tun»ming6, now general secretary, at 
Chippewa Falls, in charge. In 1885 \\m was 
made an independent railroad department, 
and is now partially supported by the Chi- 
cago, Milwankee and St Panl Bailroad 
Company. They occupy a very tastefully 
furnished suite of rooms on Rose street, in- 
cluding all the advantages mentioned in con- 
nection with the Sonth Side rooms. Mr. 
George A, Kidder, a former aotive member 
of the South Side department, is now the 
etiicient general secretary, and the associa- 
tion is in a most prosperous condition. 

The result of the work in f a Orosse can 
only be estimated. Briefly summarized, over 
450,000 visits by vonn^ men have been wade 
to the rooms, 60,000 have attended irx re- 
ligious meetings,over 500 known conversions 
reported, and scores each year kept from 
leading evil lives; hundreds have oome here 
strangers and aided by the association have 
found good companion?, pood !>ounlii)<r places 
and eniployiueut; thousands of letters have 
been written, thousands of baths given, while 
free lectures, medical talks, entertainments, 
educational clasfses, gytnnasium instructions, 
etc., etc.. !i'ive all aided in rounding out a 
grand work. 
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The present officers of ttie South Side As- 

sociation are: President, E. E. Bentley; Vioe- 
President, J. T. Viiri Valketiherg; liecordiiiti: 
Secretary, J. J. Hartley; Treasurer, Geo. II. 
Clark; Direotor«, T. B. Lawrence, J. M. 
BcH»ft C. F. Emwjf I. Oavilear, J. P. Sal* 
ser, O. B. Stowel], Qeneral Seeretaiy^ F. D. 
Hopkins. 

The officers of the North Side Aesociation 
are: E. G. Boynton, Prebident; W. E. Kit- 
tredge, Yioe-Fkie«ident ; K, P. Howard, Re- 
eording Seoretary; T. 0. Dodd*, Treasurer; 

Directors, D. E. Bice, A. R. Van Nocker, I. 
Ranum. S. A. Hrown, C. C. Prce^i Ott. G. H. 
Taylor, F. C. Green, H. L\ Magill, A. S. 
Sat her, E. B. Nelson. 




fHARLES LINSR, one of tlu- most 
prominent agriculturists of La Crosse 
county, was born in Qermanj in 18S5. 
His parents, William and Ida(Knehn) Linse, 
(;inij);rared to the United States iti 1848, and 
fccltlod in Jefferson county, Winconsin, wliere 
they remained one year; thence they removed 
to Colnrabia county, near Portage, Wi&con- 
sin, and lived there until 1858, coining in 
that year to La Crosse county. Mr. Linse 
pre-empted Government land, improvod it 
uue year, and then sold out his claim; he 
next bought a traet of 160 acres, on which 
he and his wife lived nntil 1864. In that 
year tlioy gave up bonsekeeping and went tu j 
live with their children. William Liii--e died ' 
in 1878. at tlie age uf Beventy years; his wife 
died in 1879, aged seventy nine years. They 
reared a family of Ave children, of whom 
Charles is the oldest; Emielie married Au- 
gust Laudcrbach, and they have four chil- 
dren; Herman married Fredericka Bruixzc, 
and they are the parents of eight children; 
Matilda is the wife of Adolph Pfunt, and 



they have eight diildren; Frederick married 
Caroline Dans, and lEiey have nine ehildren. 

Charles Linse purchased his father's prop- 
erty ill 1*^04, and the same year whs raarric«J 
to MIkk Juiia Tau^che, a native of Austria, 
bom in 184S. Her parents eroescd tite «e* 
to America in 1665, hut both are now de- 
cease^l. To Mr. and Mrs. Linse were burn 
nine children, six of whom are Vwintj at the 
present time: Charleii married Miss Harriet 
lieinhart, and resides in Chippewa Fall», to- 
gether with his brother William; Valentine, 
Joseph, Anna and Ida are all at home. Tho 
TmitluT of these children died in 1870, and 
three of the children died in infancy. Mr. 
Linse wan married a second time in 1884, to 
Miss Margneritte Pfnnt, and of tlus union 
three ehildren were bom: Adolpli, Julia and 
Matildn. 

^fr. Linse owns a good farm of 400 acres 
of linely improved land in Mormon valley, 
well fitted for carrying on the dairy bnsinese. 
He runs a dairy of about fifty cows, making 
it his business to produce the finest qaality 
of butter, far which he receives tlu» top mar- 
ket prices, both in La Crosse und St. Paul. 
In connection with his dairy he is also en- 
^ixned heavily in raising hogs, selling abont 
100 head annually. 

At various times Mr. Linse has held nearly 
all the offices of his township, and in 18b»4- 
'85 he was a memlier of the State Legislature. 
Ele is president of the Farmers* La Orosee 
Comity Mntnal Fire Insurance Company, 
which covers nearly all the farm buildiriirs in 
La Crosse county and four townships of Ver- 
non eounty. It was organhted In 1875, and 
Mr. Linse has held his present office sinee its 
inception. Like all ir^od citizens he is in- > 
terested in the political welfare of the county 
and State and Union, and, believing the prin- 
ciples of the Republican party boat suited to 
the demands of the nation, he baa cast his 
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anifrage with that bodjr. He and hia wife 
ve devout menibera of the BvangeKeal 
Lntherao Ohnrch. 







^ON. FREDERICK: ALLEN' COPE- 
LAND, a protriinent cltizi'ii of La 
Croisse, Wisconsin, waw born July 14, 
184:6, at Ypsilanti, Michigan, whither his 
parent*, Allen A. and Mary A. (Eittridgo) 
Copelaod, removed about 1840 from Lowell, 
Massachusetts. In both lines of depct^nt hi* 
belongs to stock of New EmjIaTid c>rjf»in. 
lli-i father was a merchant at Lowell and 
oondaetfld a aimilnr baaineaa at Ypailanti for 
ten 3"ear8, rernovinj^ thence to Battle Creek, 
Michi(;an, and in 1853 to a farm near Paw 
Paw. Michigan. In iSfiO he wpnt to Raniboo, 
Wi^jnsin, where he remained until 1869, 
the date of his removal to Winona, Hinne- 
aota. In 1872 he removed to Weaver, Mione- 
60ta. and while a resident of that place he 
revisite<l hivi old homo in MaBsachnsetts. 
Before the end of his visit he died at Mhus- 
fleld in November, 188S; hie wife «till eur- 
vivea. Six of their eleven children are living: 
Edward A., George N., Frederick A., Lucius 
I)., Harriott A. and Willis E. Harriett 
married lion. A. 8. Batchelor, of Littleton, 
New Hampshire, a prominent Dmuoerat and 
at preeent State Mietorian. 

At the tender age of fifteen years Mr. 
Coj)t'laml enlisted in the service of liis coun- 
try, lie enrolled December 3, 1861, at 
Baraboo, Wiaoondn, and wae mnatered in 
daring the same month with CSompany F, 
Third Wisconsin Volunteer Cavalry. in 
the Bprinp; following tlie rt-i^inienl went to 
the front, leaving tiie 6tate March 26, 1803, 
•topping at St. Louis for partial equipments^ 
and went thenee to Kanaaa, arriving at Fort 



Leavenwortli, where horaee were added to 
their ontlit. 

Up to that time Mr. Copeland had acted 
as clerk for Captain, DanM S. Vittum, 
who had taken agreat interest in iiira. After 
tlie regiment waa fully equipped, the Seoond 
Battalion, nnder command of Uajor B. 8. 
Ilenning, was ordei-ed to Fort Seott, KanM'. 
Jn the meantime Cript.iin Vittum we.s put on 
detached service at Fort Leavenworth. Mr. 
(Copeland Iwd hia choice to remain with Cap- 
tun Vittnm or go Sonth with the company 
in the same eapaeity with iJi-ntt imnt Plowa, 
who wa? in comnmnd. Heinj^ nf an adven- 
turesome disposition ho chose the latter, bnt 
soon found that he was not with his good 
friend, the Captain, bnt a wonld-be tyrant, 
and rather than lye treated as a servant he 
conclmK'd Co tak<- his chancea with tl»e boya, 
rein riling to the rank.-;. 

F^ort Scott was the border of the frontier, 
and the laet defenae. The command there 
engaged in all aorta of frontier service, chiefly 
scattering guerrillas. Mr. Copeland was in- 
croduc*^! to one of t!ie worst features of war 
at Montevallo, Missouri, with the command 
of Colonel Coffee. He next had a similar 
experieoee in the nneqnal fight at Prairie 
Grove, Arkansas, December 7, 1862. where 
the Kel>els, nnder General Hindman, were 
whipped by a Union force one-third as great 
throa^h the prowess of Wiecoiiain aoldiera. 
The next move of tlte Third was to Van 
Bnren, Arkanaae, and thence to Forsyth, 
Missouri, enonunterin^^ hefore reaching Van 
Bureu a force of Texas Kangera, whom thoy 
aeattered while taking their breakfaat. Mr. 
Copeland lost hia horse, and had to snbetitute 
an old mule, which he bought for tendollan. 
Thns monnted he started with his command, 
and had the distinction of always bringing 
the rear at uight, aud received the title of 
ikdaara. At Tan Bnren they banied aeveral 
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steninerit belonging to t)ie ReltelB going ap 
to Arkansas with sii|)pllei». They went from 
then^ to FortiytU, and thence to Salem. Mis- 
Hoiiri, sending iinpediinents by way of Spring- 
field. In the 8}>ring of 1863 thej went to 
Fort Scott, and Compaoies A» D and E 
reinftined there until the spring of 1865, 
guarding the ontpoBts of the frontior and 
scouting between Mieeouri, Kansau and the 
Indian Tvrritory. Soon after arriving at F<H:t 
ficott Mr. Oopeland was detailed aa Chief 
Clerk at General C. W. Blair's lica lquarff rs. 

January 4, 1861, he veteranized and took 
veteran furlough. In the fall he was relieved 
of detached dntj to become Oommiaaary Ser- 
geant of bia oompany, which he joined at 
Camp Insley, seventeen miles east of Fort 
Scott iu Miseouri. At tlic reorganization of 
the regiment in the spring of 1805, Com- 
pany A was made Company E, and Mr. 
Oopeland waa eoinmiBsioned Second Lieu- 
tenant, to date from April. In June follow- 
ing Coinprinics F and K were eent to Fort 
Leavenworth, and on arrival there were or- 
dered to Marysville, Kansas, and remained 
there protecting and eaoorting Governinent 
trains. Mr. Copelund was made Quarter- 
master of the liuttalion. In Octolier tlio regi- 
ment WHS ordered to Madison, and the sol- 
diers were mustered out October 23, 1805. 

Fonr sons of Allen A. Copeland proved 
their right to their inheritance by fighting in 
the war of the rebellion: W. H. Copeland 
enlisted in J one, 1861, in Company A, Sixth 
Wisconsin V^oluuteer Infantry, and fought 
with the Iron firi^de antil the battle of 
Antietam, where he r^ved a fatal wound, 
dying in the afternoon of September 17, and 
was buried on the tield; Edward A. was with 
Kit Carson in the Third New Mexico Cav- 
alry, and George N. waa with the Army of 
the Tennessee. 

After bis return home, Mr. Oopeland ob- 



tained a position in a dry -goods store, and 
passed three years as a clerk at Baraboo. He 
started for Winona, .Minnesota, stopped at 
La Crosse, and here chanced to meet Captain 
1. H. Moulton, who bad just been appointed 
agent of the Chicago, Milwaukee ft St. Faol 
liailroad, to whom he applied in vain for a 
position; but a week after hie arrival in 
Winona he received a telegram summoning 
him to La Crosee to the employ of the raiU 
way company. Hia head fell in the autumn 
of 1890, when the fbrce was reduced, as he 
was one of the yonnjept employes. Rut 
I (Ja|itain Mouiton had Inscome iutere»ttjJ in 
i hiui, and obtained for him a position with 
the Sonthem Minnesota Railway, where be 
was occupied until the spring of 1871, when 
! lie i ntert'd the employ of Hart & Norton, 
dealers in agricultural implements. 
- In Deoeniher, 1871, he was selected oat 
of fifteen applicants as bookkeeper of the La 
Crosse Lumber Company, of which Gowrnor 
C. V. Waslilnirne wn'^ pret-ident. In 1875 
(.Tovenior Wat*hbiirne purchased the interests 
of the other stockholders, and in the fall of 
1880 directed Mr. Copeland to go to the 
woods and take charge of putting in a large 
tract of timber. Never having done anything 
of tin- kiml, Mr. Copeland ask for iiistrnetion, 
and wliat he should do wlien he arrived on 
the spot. The Governor's reply was: *» Ton 
go up and find out for yourself, and if you 
do not tind any thin^r to do, 1 shall have no 
further use for yonr services;" and it tnrne<i 
out to be the most valuable tncideiit of his 
whole life. In the following spring he re- 
ported to the Gnvemor the exact price per 
thousand it coat for labor, to feed the men, 
and to feed the teams This po pleased the 
Governor that be piaeeii Mr, Copeland in 
charge of his lumber intorests at La Crosse. 

After the death of Governor Washbume 
in 1882, lie received instruction from the 
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executors of the estate to contiiuie in full 
charge of all the late owner's lumbering in- 
teresta. By the terms of the will the estate 
was to be Mttled in five jeara, iind dnrtng the 
interim the intereats under Mr. Copeland'B 
contract made a net showinjj of ^300,000 
above apjiriiiscd valuation. In April, 1887, 
the execntore 6ubmitt<»l to Mr. Copeiuud a 
propoaition to pnrehaae the mill pro{>erty, 
which be finallj aeeepted with uiucii reluc- 
tance, and wns sncccssfnl. The capHcity nf 
hiB mill i» 200,000 feet of hunlmr. l -M.OOO 
fihiuglesand 40,000 laths. The milt contains 
one ctreoiar and one hand mill and one im* 
proved Wick gaage. In 1892 he eontrols 
about 125,000,000 feet of pine etumpage. 

Mj-. C'opcljind was named in the will of 
(iovernor Washburne a« on© of the trueteee 
of the public librarj founded by him, and 
to the dSorta of Mr. Oopeland are Uujgely dne 
the completion of the library building, its 
8ttracti%e style of arehiteotnre and ita ar- 
rangements. 

Early in 1887 he oif^niaed a atoelt com- 
pany for the pnrpoae of putting in an Ediaon 
incandescent eleetric-Iight plant, and he was 
ftiade president. Under his manafrement the 
plant has increased from 2,000 lamps in 1887 
to 07er 8,000 in 1892. He is also a director 
in the fiatavian Bank, the Exchange State 
Bank, the Brush Electric Light Ck^mpany, 
the La Crosse (THci Light Company and La 
Crosse Theater Company. He baa in every 
possible manner foAtored the public enter- 
priaea of La Oroaae, and, with other eitiaena 
equally intereated, he has aided in aecnring 
for t)ie city one of the fineat opera-hooaea in 

Wi'>foiisin. 

Uo albo made a record in the Wiscon- 
dn National Guard; he has an executiye 
ability which ia eiwrdaed in all hb relationa, 
and in connection with the militia of which 
the Badger State boasts he has sustained his 



reputation. In 1878, when the La Crosse 
Light (iuards were organized, he was made 

I Third Sergeant, and August 22, 1879, was 
elected Second Lientenant by nnanimona 

' choice, and was commissioned by ^e Gov- 
ernor. June 17, 1881, lie was promoted to 
a Captaincy, and in June, 1881, his connec- 
tion with the Light Guards ceased througli 
his appointment on the staff of Goremor 
Rusk, with the rank of Colonel, and waa 
asBtgiied to duty as Assi^tsuit Inspector Gen- 
cnil rit the W. N. G. On tlie e.\piration of 
tlie tti m of tliat official, in 1889, he tendered 
his renignation. 

He is a Mason, belongs to the Republican 
party, and is a member of the G. A. R. and 
of thfi Loyal Letjinn. In the 6prinf» of 1891 
his friends, much against his will, induced 
him to make the rnn for Mayor of La Crosse. 
His purty being considerably in the minority, 
the outlook was not very encouraging, but he 
managed to win the mce, he l)eing the only 
liepublican elected on the city ticket. 

if r. Copeland was married in 1874 to Cora, 
daughter of Colonel Theodore and Marie A. 
Rodolf. Two children have been born to 
them: Mnrie I^nisa, Angoet 7, 1875, aod 
Irene, March 15, 1877. 




fOSEPIl POEHLING was born in La 
Crosse, Wisconsin, September 23, 1859, 
sou of Herman and Annie Poehling, 
natives of the province of Weatfoeten, Ger- 
many. Hia fother, a carpenter and mill- 
wright, cninc to Americji when a yoting man 
and settleil in Rock Inland, where he epent a 
few years and wliere he was married. He 
came to La Croaae about 1852 and made hia 
home here until his death, which ocenned in 
1863. He left a widow, four sons and one 
daughter. The latter, Louiea, married Cas- 
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par C^roekelhaiipr. und died withiml i->iic. 
The BoiiB, Herman, ifo&epb, John ami Henry, 
are all residcnte of La Croese. 

The sn}>ject of our sketch grew to man- 
hood in the citj of hh nativity, ol>tairuHl ii 
fair 8choo!in<r. snd :it the h<^(> of Heventct'ii 
began to learn tiie tinner's trade in tiie shop 
of Vin«ent Taiuche, with whom he has einoe 
ooDtinned, with the exception of one year 
spent with Dittman & Jor^h'*]. He was 
married in L;i Cro^so to Mi?s Annie Steelier, 
a native of Milwaiiiiee and a daughter oi 
Obarica Steeherf a inerehant tailor. They 
have two sons and one ilaaghter living: An^ 
nie Loaisa, Edward William and lit.hcit 
William, nnd an infant son derpa>t<l. Mr. 
Poebliog and hia wife are Imth roi^nihir com- 
innnieants of the St. Joseph congregation, 
Botuao Catholie Chnreh. He is a ntKinber 
of St Bont&oe Aid Society. 

As an honorable nnd npritjlit man Mr. 
i'oellliiig iias the resjject and confidence of 
his fellow-citisens. Ue Supervisor of the 
First Ward of La Crosse. 

ILLIAM KDWIN DAVIS, County 
Clerk of La Crosse eountj, was boro 
r"^^ in Cardiganahire, Wales,- June 2, 1849, 
and was reared in Covington, Kentucky, his 
parents being Thomas and Sarah (.Tenkinr^) 
Davis. Hie father was a pattern-maker i>y 
oocnpation. On both sides the ancestors of 
Ur. Davis were eharaetmriaed by well deveU 
oped physical frames. Fn 1850 tlie parents 
emitrrntod to this country, landing at New 
Y'ork and settling at Covington, Kentucky, 
where they had two sons and a duugiiter. 
After the war they moved to Wiseonsinf set- 
tling where they now reside, in La Grosfie 
connty. 

Mr. Davis, the sabject of this sketch, in 



hin youlh engaged in steamboating on the 
Ohio and Mississippi rivers, running from 
Pittsbnrg" to New Orleans, and in 1866 came 
to Wisconsin, first locating in Farmington 
tuwn-ln'p, La Crosse connty, hrit followed 
steam hoatintj on tlu' Missisisippi, during the 
seaeon of navigation, until 1886. He has 
served as Treasurer of bis township and Di- 
rector of tlie school board, and was finally 
elt'cted to his prc^Liit position, already named. 

He was married in La Crnsi^^o. to Katie 
Barclay, a native of Scotland and a daughter 
of Andrew and Jenette JBarelay, and tbey 
have two sons, — ^Thomas and John. Mr. and 
Mr>f. Davb worship at the Presbyterian 
cburoh. 

ACOB HUDKUT GRATES, proprietor 
of l!ir Park Salnonand Summer (iarden, 
was born August 1, 1848, at Heins^erg, 
Province of the Rhine, Prussia, the son of 
John Habert and Elizabeth (Fabre) Qratea. 
His fatiiL'r, a baker by trade, came in 1864 to 
America, locatiiii: at ("aslika, Minnesota, and 
afterward at Lon^ I'rairie, game State, where 
he died in 1874 or '75, and was buried in the 
Catholic cemetery. His wife died in 1876, 
in Wyckoff, Minnesota, and is buried beside 
her hnsband. They were both in full com- 
munion with the Catholic Cliurch. Bytiieir 
death they left three sons aud three daughters: 
LeoAard, a mason, contractor and bnilder of 
Cashka; Hahertina, wife of John Hofer. a 
fruit- raiser of Anaheim, California; Jacob 
Hubert, the subject of tlu's sketeli; Conrad, a 
resident of St. Paul, Minnesota; Helena, the 
wife of Joseph fltatbnm, a saddler and har- 
ness-maker of Aastitt, Minnesota; and Mary, 
the wife of John EickstadC, of Orand Meadow, 
Minnesota. 

Mr. Grates, our subject, followed farming 
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at Loug Prairie until 1884, when he came to 
La Cro8»e, and at length engaged in the 
wlooQ buiiiuesti, in which he ia doing well. 
H» bvilt the itore whioh he now oeeopies, 
and hae since added to and itn pro veil it. lie 
is serving his first term as Supervisor, now 
representing tlio Eleventh Ward. Me is a 
member of Sc. Buuit'ace Societj (benevulentj, 
Mid also of the Ooncordia Society, and both 
himself and wife we uembenof theCathulic 

Church. 

lie WHS married in 1876, at La Crosse, to 
Mies Anna Uofer, a uativo ot La Crosse 
countj, and a daughter of Joaeph and Clara 
Hofar, lately deeeaced. of Ooalaska. The/ 
have one son and three daugliterai oamelj: 
Joeeph, Mary, Oacelia and Emma. 



rOSEPd MORAK, West Salem, Wiscon- 
sin. — Amon^ the many prominent agri- 
ctiltiirists Ticnv rt'siding in La Crosse 
county, Wisconsin, stands the name of Josoph 
Horan, who was bom in Ooanty Donegal, 
Ireland, Kay 8. 1821. His parenta, Alex> 
ander and Mary (Thompson) Moran, natives 
also of Ireland, are both deceased. 

Mr. Moran came to New York in IH'iQ, 
and there ioUowed the mercantile bnsineM 
for seventeen years. In 1866 he eame to 
lia Crosse, Wisconsin, where he resided two 
years. In 18o8 ho l»oug!it !i farm of 160 
acres in the town of Barre, wliere he has since 
resided, Hr. Moran has been an industrions 
fiurroer and baa been repeatedly honored with 
the variooa offices of his town and has tilled 
them in n most satisfactory minner. In 
politics ho is a Whig Democrat, and believes 
in free trade. 

He was married in 1844 to Miss Catherine 
Kegan, a native of Irelan<l. They '"'^e had 
ten diildren. Mary married Peter Sparling, 



and died January 13, 1882; Aie.Yander mar* 
ried Misi^ Sann<lers.nf Kir«r Falls, Wisconsin; 
Joseph, Jr., married Mitis8teveas,ofLaCroi)se; 
Samael Wilson; Catherine Jane, died No- 
vember 4, 1889; Francis died July 10, 1857; 
William; James Henry; Zaidu Ellzulieth 
rnnrrif'd Frank Leete, and died April U, 18S4; 
and Charles Boyd. 

Mr. and Mrs. Monui, with all their chil* 
drea. are xealons members of tim Episoopal 
Church, and are classed among the best citi- 
zens <»f the county. Mr. and Mrs. Moran are 
stili both " hale and hearty,' ' after their man y 
years of pioneer Hfe, and Ud hir to enjuy 
the fruits of their labors for' many years to 
oome. 






^ECTRT ESMILLfiR, farmer, Bam Mills, 

Wisconsin. — It in ioubtless owing en- 
tirelv to tlio iniiuritrious anil jiersevering 
manner with which Mr. Kemiiler ha^ adhered 
to the pursuit of agriculture and stock- 
raising that he has risen tosneh a snbetantial 
position in farm affairs in this county, llis 
parents, Fred anri Mary (^Ltnilerkainp) Es- 
miller, were nativtis of (Ttjrmanj, and there 
the father tilled the boil all his life. Of the 
eight ohildren born to this ttnion, only onr 
snb|ect and one sister came to this country. 

Tho parents died in dieir native country. In 
IStltJ Henry Esniiller crossed the ocean to 
America and tirst worked in a sawmill in 
Chippewa county, Wlseonain. Later be 
worked on hruu in La Crosaa eonnty, and in 
1873 be bought his present place of 260 acres 
where he hat resided ever since. He was 
married in 1873 to Mr^. Mary Miller, 
widow of Fred Miller, by whom she had 
six children, four sons and two dangh'o 
ters. Fred, one of the wms, married Ifiaa 
Anne Sandmann, and now resides in Kan- 
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Ba«; Deidriuli married Miw Sophia Kut- 
tolroaoii, and now rMidei in La Crome 
oonuty; Sophia became the wife of Fred 
Kottelmann, and resides in La Groase county; 
Henry marrieil Sopliiji Saiidinann. am! mfikes 
his home in Kausas; ilurelte became tlio wife 
of Qeorge Sprain, and resides in Bostwick 
valley; and William, at home. Mr. Eemiller 
arrived in La Gro««e in the winter of 1866. 
with only capita!. !nif h\ liis onpr^y *"d 
push has accumulated a conifortulile compe- 
tency for his declining vl-his. Ue belongs to 
the FrMChinkera' Society of Bostwick Val- 
ley. He hae held a number of local positions 
in the towns^hip, Supervisor for live years and 
assessor nearly as loiirr, and fil!»»d those offices 
in a manner satisfactory to his constituents. 
He maj well be elasBcd ai one of the best 
eitiaens of the town, for he aharea the reapect 
and confidence of his fellow men. He is 
independent in politics, pupporting the men 
and measures he considers best for his town 
and State. On hia large, well improved farm, 
he haa a cotnmodiona two-atory bride resi- 
dence, large bat^ement barns and other con- 
venient out IniiliJingti. II(> raises goo<l crops 
and in couuection with his farming interest 
ia engaged in stoek-raiaing. He keeps 
graded cattle, eight horaea, eta 




TIRLING W. BROWN, editor and 
proprietor of the Weat Salem Journal^ 

and Notary Public, was bom in La 
Cropse connty, July 12. 1S5G. Uig parents, 
John and Klizat^t'lli (Brown) Hrown, were 
born, reared and married in Scotland. In 
1856 they emigrated to America, and after 
their arrival ia the United Statea located in 
La Crosse coinitv, Wisconsin. The father 
had been engaged in mercantile pursuits in 
Scotland. lie purchased a farm of 160 acres 



in f,H Crosne valley. Jn ls75 he removed to 
West Saiem, retiring fruin active lalwr. liis 
death occurred August 10, 1881, aged seventy 
years. He and his wife were both members 
of the Coogr^tional Chnrcb. lira. Brown 
still aarvives, at the age of seventy-nine 
! years. 

Stirling W. Browji is one of a family of 
nine children, six of whom are living. 
Thomas 8., the oldest sou, went to California 
in 1868 and was engaged in mining there 

until the Iwginning of the civil war, when he 
enlisttTd in the Fuion ranks aiid .-served four 
years; John A. enlieted in Company B, 
Second Wisconsin Cavalry, and did valiant 
service for a period of fonr jeare; he ia now 
a I'c.sidont of Cottonwood county, Minnesota, 
find was t lf( tc I Auditor in 1S90. Our sub- 
jwl was educated in tlie common schools of 
La Crosse county, and was engaged in teach- 
inir fur a period of seven terms, gaining an 
enviable reputation aa an edncator. in 1884, 
during the Hlaine campaign, he was employed 
on the Ilepnhllcan Leafier of La Crosse, and 
worked on this paper until December, 1^88, 
when he parchased the West Salem i/oufviaZ. 
This paper was founded in 1886, and hae 
flourished since it« inception. It is a read- 
able: elicet. (k'vott'd to tiie best iuteresta of 
the county, and is well patronized. 

Mr. Brown was elected Justice of the - 
Peace in 1891, the term of office being two 
yeare. He is librarian of the Hamilton 

Library Association, and has given most cor- 
difil support to this organization. In his 
printing-office he does all kinds of job work 
in the moat approved style, being thoroughly 
equipped for tint-dasa work. 

He was married in 1889 to Miss Jnlia 
Larson, who died t)ctob€r 13, 1891. One 
son wa* born of this union, September 16, 
' 1891, named Julian. Mr. Brown is a mem- 
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ber of the Knights of Pythias, and aifiliatcs 
with file Republican party, casting hia first 
vote in 18ijU, for James A. Garfield. 

OHN A. MIU.I'IK, a progressive and 
lilglily R'specteii citizen of T.a Crosse, is 
descendtHi frotu a lung line uf German 
Mioeston who were welt vweed in the art of 
building. His paranta, Oaapnr and Biuaniia 
(Ginsliath) Miller, were natives of Germany, 
thi'ir name betnrr nripinallr Mueller. The 
father was a contractor and builder, and was 
edneated for this oocapatioD in the polytech- 
nie mhoola of hii native ooantry. In 1853 
he emigrated to America and spent the first 
year of his residence in tliis conntrv in Now 
Orleans, lie then came to Dobu^ue, Iowa, 
and the year followiaf; was married. In 
1856 lie came to La Croaee, and waa a welU 
known figure in building circles until his 
death, whioh occurretl August 10, 1887. 
ms ancestors for raanj generations were of 
tlie Roman Oatholie faith, and he was a fall 
oommnnieant of the ehnreh. Hia bnrial 
service was conducted by the societies to 
which he belonged: St. Jost pli's Benevolent 
Society, St. Joseph's (Jaaino, and the La 
Crosse Dioeeean Life Insarance Society, of 
which he was a founder. He waa of a re« 
tiring disposition, but gave a cordial support 
to tli(>.-*(' iiistitiitinnfi wliioli were fur tlie bone- 
fit of the entire community, llifi widow died 
September 24, 1891, and four suns and a 
daughter are living. 

John A. Miller received a good education 
in tlie public schools, an*! wlu>n he came to 
select a vocation for life lie chosf that of his 
father. The date of his birth ie December 
81, 1857, and the place La Crosse. It waa 
not until 1881 that he joined his father in 
bnaineas. They were oonneoted with the 



erection of many prominent buildingK of 
this city, an^l sitiff tiie fatlicr'^ death Mr. 
Miller has conducted a prosperous businfsp. 
ILe has taken an active part in many oi the 
pnblio inovements of the city and eonnty, and 
was one of the early promoters of the Bnild* 
ers' Exchange, one of the largest and most 
potent organizations in the city. He is a 
member of the Catholic Knights of Wiscou- 
nn, of St. Joseph'a Benevolent Society, of 
St. Joseph's Casino, and of the La Oroese 
Diocesan Life Tnsnrance Compriny. 

Mr. Milltr was united in marriage to Miss 
Minnie iiitter, a native of Pittsburgh, I'enn- 
Hvlvania, and a daughter of Henry Bitter, of 
the firm of Voight & Bitter, manufactarera 
of carriages and wagons. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Miller have l»een horn three children: Alfred, 
and two sons who died in childhood. 

EOKCiE U. YAliIiINGTON,oneof the 
pioneer settlers of La Crosse county, 
was horn in Steuben eounty. New York, 
in 1811, a son of William and Amanda 
(Nolan) Yarrington, natives of Pennsylvania 
and New York respoetively. The father was a 
wagon maker by trade, and in 1851 be remov- 
^ to tlie West, settling at Watertowu, Wis- 
eonsin; there he followed his trade antil 1868, 
when he waa employed as a teamster in the 
army for one year; at the end of this period 
he was discharged on account of disahility. 
After his return lie engaged in the business 
01' bailding, which he followed nntil his death 
in 1887; he was seventy-seven years old) and 
his wife still survive.^, figed Pcvpnty years. 
Georjje IT. lived with his father until 18^2, a 
blacksmith by trade, and then enlisted in the 
Twenty-ninth Wisconsin Volontaeir Infantry, 
and went out in defense of his ooantry's flaig; 
he had been in the service nine months when 
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hb was diecliHr^ud on account of ill health. 

He came hack to his hoine, and as ^oow ari he 

was able he beftaii drivinir «n omnibus in La 

Crosae; thiii he euntiiiiied two yeai?, and then 

entered the employ of the Ohicago, Milwaukee 

A St. Paul Railroad Compaoy; he was in 

their yards for foiirtoeii years, and then went 

into the train ^trvit-e, tillincj thit» [lositiun for . 

sevea yeare; he was traneferrwl to a way- 

fieight train, and haa filled thia position for 

three jeare. He is highly valoed by the 

officials of the road, and his conecientions 

■erviee has tifen fully appreciated. 

Mr. Varrington was luarried May lU, 1870, 

to MifeB Louisa, a danghter of laaao and 

Folly L. (Austin) Dolphin; the father died 

May 16, 1870, aged tifty-eix years; his wife 

survives him, and makes her homo with her 

Bon-in-law; she is seventy-four years old, and 

is well preserved both in body and mind. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tarrlngton have had bom to 

them six children, lour of wiiom are living: 

Ja^iperll , 'Nryrtlc L..Mary L<Mii.-:i uiul Mabtd 

E.; tJie parents were sadly btTfavcri in tlic 

dejith of their two sons, George l.ucins and 

Albert Clyde, aged foar and eiglit years re- 

apeetively. The father and mother are devout 

Tiietnbers of the Hajjtit't Clmrclu also the son 

and two daughters. Mr. Yarrin|,'r.>ii In^Ionfjs 

to John Flyuu Post, No. 77, G. A. ii., and 

his wife is president of tlie Woman's fielief 

Corps, having been elected to that office at 

the first of the year. Jasper H. Yarrington 

i« a member of the Sons of Veterans. 

■ 

C I , i : ■■ 

IIJOCKWELL E. OSBORNE, of the firm 
fKv <if E<lwanlg & Osborne, La Crosse, Wis- i 

eonsiii, is a uative uf the Empire State. 
He was the son of Jonathan Willia Osborne 
and Aluoa R. (Denison) Oabome, both natives 
of New York State, and was born at Ifelson, 



Madison county, New York, January 28, 
1S42. The father vvae by occupation a farmer, 
(irnndfather Jonatlinti < >!i|)nrTie was a native 
ot Connecticut and a descendant of an Eng- 
lish family who made settleoient in that 
State in early CidoQial times. Abont 1810 
or 1811 he removed from Connecticut to the 
fcnitral part of New York State, then « new 
country, lie settled in Neleou, Madition 
connty, where he lived ontil his death, which 
oocnrrod in 1843, at the age of seventy-six 
years. He was a man of strict integrity, au 
adlierent to the Pre9byt«»riati faith, and was 
the father of tifteeu children, nearly ail of 
whom grew to manhood. 

The fother of onr anbject was one of the 
youngest of tltese children. While absent 
from liotne on business he was taken ill and 
difd at (iroton, Tompkins county, New York, 
November 19, 1850, at the age of thirty-six 
years. He left to monrn his loss a widow, 
three 60(i> and one danghter. The subject of 
this sketch is tin? oldi'st of tlicsf children. 
In ISoS the family came We^t and located ai 
La Crosse, where they still remain e.\cept the 
youngest son, who is a member of the pros- 
perous firm of Osborne & McMillan grain 
dealeiii "f Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Tiiickwf'.l K. taui^lit school from the time 
he was eigliteen until he wab twenty-three 
years of age. lu the meantime be served aa 
a private in Company I) of the Fourteenth 
Wisconsin Volunt*^^r Infantry. He waa en- 
•rawd in the battle of Shiloh, and was dia- 
charged for disability in August, 1862. In 
1864 he assisted in the organisation of Com- 
pany 6 of the Fortieth Wiaoonain Volnnteer 
Infantry and did fervice in Tennessee. After 
I retirincj from the teachcrV desk, Mr. Osborne 
was engaged iu various interests ul a clerical 
natnre nntil May, 1879, when he joined Mr. 
B. £. Edwards in the lumber business, which 
they continued nntil 1887, when they dia- 
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poMd of it, and en^iged in other and Tuied 

interests. 

l\Ir. Oshorne was married in La Crosse, 
August 11. iS70, to Miss Luuiec L. Ubur, 
daaghter of Levi £. Ober, H. D, She was 
born in PaineBville, Ohio, and is a graduate 
of Mt. Holyoke Fenialu Seminary. Her 
father was a native of Vt>riiioiit. lie came 
to La Crosse in 1957, and was an active and 
aaefiil man, in his piofesBion, a pablie* 
tpirited citisen, a devont Oiiristian, and a 
faithful member of the Baptist Chorch. He 
died in 1881. 

Mr. and Mrs. Osborne have one daughter, 
£Ua Louise, a stadent of Ml Uolyoke Col- 
IsnO, South Hadley, Massachusetts, a bright 
and promi)>ing yuung lady. 

Mr. Osbnrno is u trnstee of the First 
Methodist Episcopal Clnircli of I, a ('rosso. 
He is also a member of the xsiiteiei.'utii (Jeu- 
tnry Clnb, and of the Hamilton Club of that 
eity. 

.. ^ . i^t . ^ u, 



lOET UEY.FATHER JAMES 
SCHWE6ACU, Bishop of theDiooese 

of La Crosse, was born in the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg, Germany, August 15, 
1847. His parents were pious German 
people, and he was early educated in the 
principles of the Roman (ktholie Ohnroh, to 
the interests and advancement of which he 
hfis thus far devoted hie life. While yet a 
youth in his 'teens, ho finished a colle^iatt: 
course of study in Lnxembui^, where be be- 
came proficient in the French and German 
languages. He emigrated to Americji in 
18H4 liuriiii,' the trying times of tlu* civil 
war, and entered St. Francis Seininarv at 
Milwaukee, where he studied philusuphy and 
theology for five years. Being a young man 
of rare inteliifpmce and fine mental endow- 



ments, he was graduated from tiiis seat of 
learning at the age of twenty-one years. Too 

yoimi^ for ordination, he was 8cnt to Ln Cropse 
as a sub-deacon, where he performed such 
duties as his ofiioe required. For one year 
previous to his ordination he preached regu- 
larly in three different languages, Eni^lieb, 
German and French. He was ordained a 
priest on the feast of Corpus Christi at St. 
Paul, by Bishop Grace, iu 1870, and was then 
appointed pastor of St* Mary's Ohnrch, La 
Crusse, which position he held to the time of 
his elevation to the episcopacy. In 1882 lie 
was appointed Vicar-General of the Diocese 
of LaCrossu, apositionof honor aud responsi- 
bility, and at the death of Father Flisdi was 
ap|K>inted administrator of the diocese. 

Being of nstiKlioue disposition and owning 
a fine, wtll-ireleoitKi library, Rij^ht liev. 
Father iSebwei)ach devotes much of hiu time 
to reading. 

On the 30tli day of Nuvember, 1891, he 
was appointed Hishup of the Diocese of La 
Crosse. The interesting announcement was 
received by the candidate at Prairie du Chien, 
Sunday, December 18, 1891, while in the aet 
of blessing the new church at tliat place. 
The official letter announcing his promotion 
was received by Right Kev. Father Schwebach 
through the Archbishop at Milwaukee, to 
whom it was addressed by the Pope. Ue 
was conseerated on the 26th of Febmary, 
just twenty- three years from the day of his 
H'Tivul iTi La Crr>S!ie. 

1 Ut) selection is a wii>e one, and will give 
general BattBfaction, as the newly appointed 
Bisliop is thoronghly conTersant with the 
business of tlif Diuoeee, and is loved and re- 
spi'ctfil liy the rlergy and laity tlieriin. In 
luanner he is quiet and unubtrii!<ivt>, jiossess- 
ing a most amiable character. As a spiritual 
superior he has always lieen a mild, yet firm 
and just ruler. The people of La Crowe, 
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who hare known bim for a quarter of a cen- 
tory, speak of him in the highest terras, as a 
Ohriatiaa geiiil«iB«i, Md congratulate him 
upoD the diitingaiihed honor* reoeotly coq- 
temd npon him. 

ATHANIGL FRET, who is in the em- 
ploy of the Chicago, Burlington & 

Northern Railroad Company, and liiW 
been for iiiiiiiy yeiirs connected with railroad 
wurk 111 ilie West, was born at Erie, Feuueyl- 
vaniiii in the year 1890, the oldest aon of 
laaae and Anna (Klein) Frey, both nativcH of 
Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. The fiitlinr | 
is a direct descendant of the Frey family that j 
emigrated to Lanca«t«r county from lioUand \ 
in 1687; they are one of the moat widely and 
fiivorably known familiea in that county. 
Isaac Frey was a merchant at Erie until 1870, 
when he retire<l from active pursuits: he is 
now living on a farm in Bow creek, Arkanuas. 

Nathaniel Frey acquired hie edoeation in 
the public aehoole of hii native city; then he 
took a bnuneee college coarse, after which he 
served an apprentioeship in a machine shop 
at Erie. 

In ISn, Mr. Frey was married to Miee 
8o]Aa Hane, a danghter of Adam Hana, a 

merchant tailor of that city, wlio died in 
1887. Wiien Mr. Frey became a master 
machiniat, he moved to Davenport, Iowa, 
where he wa« employed aa foreman of the 
Laclair Iron Works. He also had charge of 
the water-works natil 1874, after whieli ho 
accepted a position as pit bofs for the Rock 
Island Company. During the construction 
of the \Northern Pacitic Road, he accepted 
a 2)osition as genera! foreman of the shops 
at FargOi North Dakota. In 1886 he entered 
th«' PTTiploy of the Chicnao. Biirlinfrton it 
JMortberu iiailroad Company, and was located 



at Snvanna, Illinois, where he had charjie of 
the round-house, and was general foreman of 
the Savanna division. In 1889 he was trans- 
£err^ from Savanna to La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
where he now holds the position of general 
foreman. 

To Mr. and Mrs. F rey have been born two 
daughters: Cora Belle and Eva. The parents 
are devout members of the Baptist Church. 
Mr. Frey belongs to the Masonic order, and 
has filled many important ofllcee of that 
fraternity. lie is an ardent believer in the 
principles of the Hepublican party, and sup- 
ports the issues of that body. 

« »i | - |n| ' 



8EV. FATHER A. J. JOERRES, pastor 
ot St. Nicholas' Catholic Church, corner 
of TMrteenth and South I^rk streets, is 

a native of Dueren, near Cologne, Germany, 
born Jnlj 12, 1862. Hp was educated at the 
gymnasium in Dueren, but received his theo- 
logical training in America, at St. Francis' 
Seminary, Milwaukee. He was ordained a 
priest by the Right Rev. Bishop Flasch, in 
St. Jo^cpl^6 Cathedral, La Crosse, June 29, 
1885, and was assigned to duty as assistant 
to Father Thomas Kelly at Hudson, Wiscon- 
sin, where he remained nine months, at St. 
Patrick'- Cliurch. Thence he was removed to 
Colin , ( Mark county, where he had charge of 
St. ivilian's Church until May 1, 1891. He 
was then assigned to duty as pastor of St. 
Nicholas' Church at La Crosse. 

St. Nicholas* Chnreh has US families in 
the conLTPtjation. A parochial pchool Jjs con- 
ducted by the Fraiici:*cuu Sioters of Perpetual 
Adoration during ten months of the year; the 
school is held on the lirst floor of the chnrdi, 
and in 1801, 105 children were enrolled. The 
present buildiiK^ Ikmiiij; iiuKicqiiate to the needs 
of the congregation, the erection of a larger 



i^iyui^cd by Googi 



mOGHAl'BIOAL HISTORY. 



edifice is in contemplntion. The iiifitniction 
of the school is in tlie English langnage, but 
the children are taught to read, write, and 
spall in Qernan; tbe oonne eompriMe the 
oommon-Bchool branehes, the eateohiam and 
Bible history. 




M^ . J .. ! . ^ !. ... 

>HN STEPHENSON is e gentleaieo of 
thoroaf(h experieTice in real-estate, both 
as a means of ("peculation and permanent 
iuve«tmeiit, and liis long experience has 
proved of inestiuaable vielue notelonetohini' 
self bnt to his nameroas petrons» and for 
soundneBB of judgment and keen appreciation 
of relative vahu's. 1m>i1i present and fntiire, he 
is acknowledged to have no superior in La 
Crooso. Lie was born in Norway July 5, 
1848, a son of Matthew Stephenson and grand- 
SOd of Carl Stephenson, the latter of whom 
removed fmin Kiii^'lritid t<> Nonrnj, where he 
becanio very wt altliv. Matthew is a lanner 
of iS'ew Amsterdam, Wisconsin. John first 
attended sehool in Norway, and later en- 
tered college at Uolstein, Germany, where 
he remained several years nnd acqnircd a 
thorongh knowledge of the German iHiij^aijitje. 
Ue then followed merchandising for some 
time, httt in 1867 oame to Aroeriea and set- 
tled at La Crosse, Wisconsin, bnt soon opened 
a hotel atOnalaska, which he ably conducted 
from 1870 to 1872. For some time there- 
after his attention was given to the building 
and loan business, after which, until 1880, he 
was on a farm. From 1880 to 1882 he eon. 
dnttted a hotel in La CroHse, in addition to 
managing his tarm, but soM otit hi^ hostelry 
in 1882 and returned to his farm. After 
disposing of his fsrm in 1885 he porehased 
propertj in North La Crosse, npoa which he 
huilt a pleasant and very comfortable re^i- 
denoe tiie same year. He at the same time 



started in the real-estate business and has 
ndvnntagponsly disposed of thongands of lots, 
besides houses, stor^, etc., and has built over 
fifty one honsea. He erected ibnr store 
bnildings in 1891, and has been very active 
in his endeavors to build up North La Crosse. 
He and his son TIenry couduet a store of 
gents' and ladies' furnishings, and also keep a 
large supply of dry goods and clothing. Hr. 
Stephenson has hdd the office of Notary Pub* 
lie the past three years and does a good busi- 
ness ill tliat line. lie fills uiit ilee<ls. mort- 
gages and all legal papers, and in the real- 
estate business he negotiatesloans and insures. 
He rents bouses, and at the present writing 
controls forty-two houses^ in the rentals, al- 
thongli lie has lia<i aa high as 100 at one time. 

He was married in 1868 to AnnaU. Mun- 
son, a native of Norway, who came to Amer- 
ica in 1807. Her mother is a resident of 
Otiala^ka, and is sixty-eight years of age. 
Her father died in IS'Sl, a^^'eii about sixty, 
from tiie kick of a horse wliicii he was shoeing;, 
he being a blacksmith by occupation. Mrs. 
Stephenson was the seoond in a family of 
eight children, five of wliom are living in La 
Crosse. Mr. and Mrs. Stephenson have a 
family of twelve children, seven of w hom died 
youug. Those living are: Henry, a merchant 
of La Crosse; Wilhelmina, a fine pianist and 
a saocessfol music teacher of North La Crosse; 
AxteL & good musician and one of the finest 
performers in tlic Juvenile Band; Mayer and 
Ludwick. Both parents are raemberit of the 
Norwefpan Lutheran Church, and in polities 
he is an active worker for the Republican 
party, although not an office-seeker. 

... ■ i » l i < . > ■■■ 

|()6T REV. MICHAEL HEIS8, 
^ First Bishop of La Crosse and Sec- 
ond Archbishop of Milwankee, was 
bom in Tfabldorf, Bavaria, April 12, 1818, 
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aad entering tiie LMin school at the age of 
uine waa graduated with di^tiuction at the 
gymnanam of Kewborg in 1885. He fint 
■tiuiied Iftw, bnt, feeling ealled to the terTioe 

of God, went throu/?h a theological conree in 
the University of Munich, where Goerres, 
Mochler and Doilinger were his profeseors. 
He then entered the eoolesiutical seminary 
at Eiehstadt, end wm ordained by Oardinal 
' BeisBch, October 18, 1840. He received a 
curacy, hut came to the T'^iiitdl State.4 in 
1843, and was appointed to the (;iiurch of 
the Mother of Qod, in Covington, Kentucky. 
On the Appointment of Dr. Benni to Mii- 
vauiEee, fter. Mr. Eoi»6 acoompanied him, 
acting as secretary, and doing mission work 
for fifty niilefi north of that city. He founded 
St Mary's Charch in 1846; but hia health 
failed and he spent two years in Europe. 
On hifl return he became president of the 
Sale&ianuin, and by learned tlieoloirical works 
tnhowed hi^ ability and erudition. On the 
divifiiou of the diocese he wag selected for the 
am oil* Oroeae, and euueecrated September 
6, 1868. The dioeeee which embraces that 
portion of the Stntc lyiiifX "orth und west of 
the Wisconsin riv(^r haiJ n Freiu'ii scLtleinent 
at Frairie dn Chien as early as about IdttU. 
In the present oentury it was first visited by 
A priest in 1817, and the corner-stone of a 
church was laid in 1839. Under the admin- 
istration of Bishop Henni relifjion had made 
such progress in this part of the State that 
tlte new diocese of La Crosse contained forty 
churches, attended by fifteen priests. Bishop 
Heiss proceeded to carry forward tue good 
work; lie established Fnineisfati Sisters at 
La Crosse, and their mother-houjse soon sup- 
plied tHachers for twenty-five parochial 
schools nnd two asylums. The Chiistian 
Brothers opened St. John's Hospital at 
Prftirie du Cliien, and tlie Si liool Sifters of 
Notre Dame had cxccileut ^hoola under 



their care. At the end of ten yeaiti tiie dio- 
cese of La Crosse had thirty-six cUurcUca • 
With resident pastors, fifty oUiers regularly 
visited, fbflj priests, and forty-five Catholics. 

When the failing health of Archbishop 
Henni required the aid of a more viwron-? 
prelate, Bishop Heiss waa promoted to the 
see of Adriauople, Marob 14, 1880, and ap- 
pointed coadjutor. The whole administra- 
tion of Afilwaukee diocese soon devolved 
upon him, and on the death of Andilnphop 
Henni he became second archbishop of that 
see. As theologian Dr. Heiss took an active 
part in the couneils of St Lonis end the 
Second Plenary Council of Baltimore. He 
attended tlie Vatican Council in 1809-70, 
and was app^lintcd by Pope Pius IX. aniem- 
ber of one o[ thu four great commiasions, 

I eseh being composed of twelve bishops, rep- 
resenting all parts of the world. 

The pallium waa conferred on Archbishop 
Heifs in hie cathHra!, on the 23d of A}>ril, 
1882. On the 3d of Juno in the following 
year he laid the corner-stone of a new cathe- 

I dral, a building to be worthy of the great 
and flourishing diouese. He attended the 
Third Plenary Council of Baltimore in 
November, 1884. 

Bishop Hetss died at St. Francis Hospital, 
La Crosse, March 27, 1800, and hie remaina 
were taken to Milwaukee and interred In the 
vault at St. Francis Seminary. 

O&TBOUOIBM W LA CHOSSB. 

The first priest residitig in La Crosse, Rev. 
W. Tapport, held divine services in the city 
Anijnst 24. 1*^5." ; the meetings were held in 
private lioubes in the beginning, and later 
on in the courthouse. Rev. Father Garlier, 
tlie French pastor at Prairie du Chien, had 
' occasionally visited the place previous to the 
coming of Father 'I'fippert. 

The tirst Catiiolic Church in La CIrosse 
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u'ii-^ hiiilt by Father Tappert, and was dedi- 
cated jiist one year after his coininf;, Angtist 
24, 1856. The people were poor but con- 
tritMitod Ubwatty to the erMtioa of ^ 
modest straetiiTe which was es|]ed Sl Mary's 
Church, and intended to aoeommodate all the 
Catholica in La CroH?e county. Wlitit now 
the city of La Crosse bad then about twentj- 
five Catholic families. One of the pastors 
of St. Mary's Church, Kev. M. M. Maroo* 
was chosen hy Governor Fairchild as a delc- 
p«te of the State of Wisconsin to the Paris 
Exposition in ls77. 

A Sisters' school was opened here in 1856. 
In 166S the German-speidcing Catholics bnilt 
a church on the southwest corner of Sixth 
and M:iin streets. The i^isteTb' school was 
moved into tliis hailding. In t!ie same ypar, 
that is, 1863, the number of Catholics bar- 
ing materially inereascd, ft was thought best 
to divide the one large congregation into 
twn. according to laniriiagrs, St. Mary's re- 
taining all the Englieli luid French, and St. 
Joseph's all the German and Bohemian 
families. 

Up to 1858 La Crosse helon|»ed to the dio- 
cese of Milwaukee, but in that year Milwau- 
kee was divided into thrfe dioceses: Green 
Bay, La Crosse and Milwaukee. (La Croaae 
being the resid.nt place of the bishop, it was 
named Diooese of La Crosse.) The first 
Bi»hop of La CroF^e diocese was IHght Kev. 
Michael Heias, whose sketch is fjivt-n 
preceding this. During his administra- 
lion of the aflairs of tihe diocese, nearly 
all of the institotions of the chnrefa were 
planned, and many building which adorn 
and beantify the city were erected. St. 
Joseph's Cathedral, a magnificent structure, 
was erected in 1869.'70, bat it was not com- 
pleted for some years, owing to heavy debts 
which retsinli'i] proirrcss. Tlu' Sistt'r-^ of St. 
Franeis, of Jefferson, Wisconsin, also bc^n 



the erection of a convent in this city in the 
same year, and occupied the main building 
in 1871. The orphanage was built iu 1875, 
and given to the motherly care of the Fran* 
eiscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration (see 
sketches of St. Michaers and St Ann's 
Orphan Apvlnrns, the former iK'ing named 
in honor of Bishop Ueisa, on pages 164 and 
fbllowing). The bishop's honee waa also 
erected ahont this time, a comfortable and 
convenient home, occupied by the late Msliop 
Flascli at tlic time of his death. A neat 
private chapel adjoins the residence, de- 
signed for the bishop's private * use, and 
those sojonming in the bouse. 

His successor was the right Rev. Bishop 
K. C. Fla»ich, whose history appears elsewhere 
in this worlc. 

tOBERT G. MINER. Buperint.nident of 
hrid^t'S and buildings for the Cliicii<;o, 
Burlington & Northern Railroad, was 
bom in Dale, Wisoondn, Ootober 2, 1862. 
His parents, Joaeph and Mary (Huffman) 
Miner, are still living, thp fnther seventy-six 
and the mother sixty t'lrcc vpsfb of age. 
They were originally from Switzerland, and 
the ftther learned the trade of an arehiteet in 
his native conntry, passing the mamination 
reqnired by the laws of Switzerland. He 
canio to this conntry rdioiit 1S50, settled at 
Dale, Wisconsin, and resides there at the 
present time, retired from the aetive dntiea 
<rf life. He and his worthy helpmate reared 
a family of seven children, fonr daughters 
aii'l three sons, all living and residents of 
Outagamie county, this State, except Robert 
G. The latter started out for himself as ft 
hoQse carpenter, and from that to bridge- 
building in 1880. He began on the Wis- 
consin Central, and accepted his present posi' 
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tion ii) i88t>. He \» univereally popiiiar and 
respected in business and social circles. Mr. 
Miner i» the fifth in order of birth of the abuve 
mentioned ehildren. All are member* of the 
Lathenm Charch. 

I^MHl- 

tlf. 1. KINNEAR, M. D.. residing at 
938 Caledonia street, La Crosse, Wis- 
confin, is one of the leading practi- 
tioners of the liomeopatbic system of medi- 
cine in La CroMe county. He was born in 
New BruDswiok, Jnly 1, 1860, and is the 
son of New lirnnewick parents, llis father, 
E'iwiirJ Kinnear, died in Boston, Mabsacliu- 
setts, October 2(5, 1889. II is mother, whose 
maiden name was Margaret Dobsun, is now 
living in Hanitobe. They reared a family of 
eight children: George C. livett in Boston, 
anil IS foroinan uf a Inrrrc madiiiio sliop in ' 
that city; Jennie married David Grunt. 
attorney at Moncton, New Brunswick; tlie 
Doctor is the third bom; Elum is the wife of 
Dr. David Evans, of Boston; Fannie mar- 
ried Mr. Ilan it ^, nf Ware, Massachusetts; 
Sarah, Maggie an J l.dward are with their ' 
mother in Manitoba. 

In 186$ the family removed fVom New 
Brnnswick to Boston, and at the end of three | 
years retnrned to their old home. Wlicn uur ! 
suliject was nirii ter»n years of Hge he returned | 
to Boston, nn<l during liis residence there be 
took a coarse of reading under the direction 
of Dr. J. R. Boynton, and by him perhaps 
more than any other one individual was his 
career in life shaped. In 18*^2 lie went hack 
to hiij native country, and he and ius fatiier 
made a trip to Manitoba; die father decided 
to locate there, and a year later sent for the 
reiit of the family. Dr. Kinnear remainetl 
tlu-ro until 1^80, when he entered the >si)i tli- 
western University at Evanston, Illiuois, ' 



takinfj a special cour6<« of stndy. In ISnS 
he became a student in the Chicago Uomeo- 
patbic Medical College, and was graduated 
in 1890. Immediately after this event he 
came to La Crosse and began tlie practice of 
his profession. He has met with gratifying 
success, and has established a leputation as 
an intelligent, carefnl practitioner. 

June 9. 1886, the Doctor was nnited in 
marriage to Miss Nellie G. Straw, of Boston, 
Massachusetts. Mrs. Kinnear i« a Hanghfer 
of William 11. Straw, who died in the army 
wb«i sfae was an infant six months old. He 
was a native of New Hampshire, fler 
mother was born in Massachusetts, and died 
at Evanston, Illinois, .fanuarj 13. 188!^. 
Her brother, Fred W. Straw, is a member of 
the Western Wisoonsiu Conference, stationed 
at Yiroqna, Wisconsin. These two were the 
only children. 

Dr. Kinnear is a tnembor of the 1. O. O. F. 
and the I. O. F., and he and his wite belong 
to the Methodist Episcopal Churuli. 




8. Mt KOWN, Snperintendf nf of the 
La Crosse County Insane Asylum, was 
' born in La Crosse county, Wisconsin, 
March 14, 1858, and is a son of fiamnel and 
Mary McKown, who are also residents of this 
county. The fatht r was in ejirlier days one 
of the prominent farmers of the county, but 
is now retired from active labor. Be was 
born in Ireland, and thirty-six years ago he 
came to this i'ounty, an-l lias witnessed the 
wonderful developnnfut whidli has taken place 
lu a little less than four decades. It was iu 
1853 that faeeroMed the sea, and the first 
three years in America were passed in New 
York. Our subject is one of a family of 
seven chiMron: Myron; Ida, decea^d, was 
the wife of Daniel Thompson; C. B.j Will- 




uiyiuzud"by Google 



BIOGBAPSrOAL HI8T0BT, 



Ml 



iam, who married W\m Nettie Buttman; 
Jane, who died at the age of two year»; Al- 
bert and Alfred, twins; Alfred McKown 
married Miss Ellen Wallated, and is engaged 

in farming in the town of Greenfield, Wis- 
consin; Albert ie an atteadaot in the La 
Crosae Count/ Aevluin. 

Mr. MeEown entered npon the realities of 
a bnsinoes life at the age of twenty years;- be 
waB engaged in the milling VuBiness with his 
brother Mvron; afterward lie did fiirniing, 
and then eame to the citj of La CruSbe, wliere 
he clerked in a wholesale house; later he was 
employed in a retail establishment, and then 
for a yt'ur was Deputy Sheriff and Turnkey 
nnrler SlierifF Jensen. On Jannnry 1, 1888, 
he aftRUtned tlie dutifsot the position he now 
holdB, to which he was appointed by the 
board of trastees of the asylnm. His wife 
wan at the saiiie time appointed matron of 
the institution. The excellent condition and 
managempnt of tlio hospital show very plainly 
the exceptional litness of Mr. and Mrs. Mc- 
Kown for the responsibility and care of aneh 
nn establishment The bniidings are models 
of cleanliness, and the patients are carefully 
watched, and every eifort is made to lessen 
their physical and mental dit^tress. Tltere 
are now 100 inmates, bnt so systematie is the 
management that tbe entire machinery moves 
as in a small, well-ordered family. 

Tlie afsylum was built in 18S1 and located 
at West tialem, through the inliueucc of Will- 
iam Van Zandt, who was a member of the 
Oonnty Board of Snpervisors and eonnty 
building commit t*'i' in 1886, was sncoeeded 
in by Frank 1^ Smith, the prepent In- 

cumbent. Tliere are 210 acres in tiie grounds, 
and the building is a brick structure after a 
modern design. 

Mr. NfcKdwii was united in marriage July 
17, 1880, to Miss Lizzie M. Sims, a daiirjliter 
of Samuel and Mary Sims. Two children 



have been born to this worthy couple: 8arah 
Ida and Harry Elmer; tbe Utter died at the 
ugu of lifteen months. Mrs. MeKown was 
for many years a aneoessfnl teaoher in the 

public schools; the same power of control 
tliat: rendered her dincipline effective in the 
6chuol-room has enabled her to cope with the 
many difficulties that beset her position in the 
hospital, and her serriees here liave been 
greatly appredated, 

Samuel Sims and wife were nntivesof Eng- 
land, and emigrated to the United States in 
1847, but did not settle in La Crosse county 
until 1865; Mr. Sims is still living, at the 
age of three score years and ten, but his 
wife passed away >fay 7, 1883, at the age of 
fifty-six years. In the late civil war he was 
a sailor, serving as a private iu the navy fur 
thirteen months. He and his wife had a 
family of six ehildren; Sarah, deceased; Liz- 
zie, wlio is now Mrs. McKuwn: John W., 
Till' od ore W., Ash by, and James, who died at 
the age of two years. 

AMES McKINLKY. who is well known 
as the largest hay and hop grower of La 
Grosse eonnty, has been a resident of 
Wisconsin sinoe 1860. He was bom in Craw- 
ford oonn^, Pennsylvania, in February, 1827, 
and is aeon of William and N'ancy Nfi Kinley. 
natives of Ireland. The father emigrateti to 
this country in 1816, and in 1820, the mother 
sailed from the Emerald Isle for Amerioa. 
The father followed agriculture, a: i .as 
known as an honorable, upri^lit eitizcn. He 
died in December, 1840, at the age of sixty 
years; his wife survived him until 18S0, when 
she died, at the age of eighty-fonr years. 
They were the parents of three sons and 
tliree daiightiTS, .lanies ^fcKinlf^y liciriir tlie 

' oldest of the family; three of the children 
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M« still livingt and wre midenttof La Crosse 
oooiity. Oor worthy subject was reared on { 

a farm, and l>efore coming to Wiftconpin fjave , 
liis attention f>\-rl!jsively to agricnltnral j)nr- | 
suits. As Ijvfore stated lie came to Wisconsin 
in 1860. 1m8 object being to get Government 
land. He made tbe joomey from PennsyU 
vania round the chain of lakeB, landing in 
Milwaiiki-c. In l-\'bruarv. IHHl, he ftoiitrht 
Government land, tbe tr;irt i insisting of 5iO0 
acres in Hamilton township; here he opened 
a farm« and in 1858 disposed of the same, 
going to the Black river pinery. Heengaged 
in lumbering for ten or twthc years, and met 
with fair 8ncce«8; while in this huAinesd be 
eraplujed abont forty hands, bnt abandoned 
tbe enterprise to reaume agriculture. He 
located tbe Brown and Tripp farms, also the 
land on which the McEldowney;^ fettled; the 
greater portion of this was land granted sol- 
diers in the war of 1812. In 1863 Mr, Mc- 
Rinley bought the farm on which he now 
resides; it contains 520 a«>.re« <>f excellent 
land, and is in a high state of cultivation and 
well improved with bnildin<;s of u most pub- 
stantial style. Tiie hay cro|) of thii^ farui 
averages about 800 tone annually, and is of a 
superior qnality; thirty-two acres are set to 
hops, and the annual yield is between 30,000 
and 35,000 pounds; the crop for 1891 was, 
iiowever, a total failure; twenty acres are 
planted to com, and a like amount to oata. 
About fifty head of ho^ are fed every yean 
and from six to eight horses are kept on the 
place. The residence is large nnd p>>iiV(Miipnt, i 
and is very pleasantly located about tlie ceii- j 
ter of the larm; the bams are eapable of 
storing 250 tone of hay, and one of them 
stables fourteen head of horses 

Mr MeKinley was married first in 185'J 
to Miss llanuali A. Waller, a daaghter of 
Nathan P. Waller of Pennsylvania; she died 
four years alter her marriage, of consumption, 



at the age of twenty-five years; she waa a 

most worthy woman, and greatly beloved by 
a wide circle of friends. The porond ttmrria^e 
was May 25, I8t>4, to Miss Caroline IIuu- 
ton, a daughter of Joseph and Eliza Hanton 
of Canada. Three children have been born 
to Mr. ^Irlvinloy atid wife: Ella is a suee8»- 
ful teacher of vocjiI arnl instrnme^iit ;il iiinsic; 
Horace is living on ji chum in Oregon, and 
John is assisting his father on the farm. 
Both the father and mother are oonsietttnt 
members of the Presbyterian Ghureb. 

fULIUS E. KlItCflEIS, one of the ris- 
ing young men of La Orosse, is a native 
of the German Empire, horn Augnat24, 
1862. Ilip pnrent-, .Julius E. and Frodt^ricka 
(liicliter) Kirciieis. wore also of Connan birth, 
natives of Saxony, Tlie father was a weaver 
by trade; he emigrated to tbe United States 
in September, 1868, bringing bis &miiy with 
him; ho settled in Lfi C'ro^se, scouring em- 
ployment with the John Paul LnmNoc Com- 
pany, with whom be remaino<i ab(»ut nine 
years; be was next engs^ed in butchering 
for Frepier Bros., for a period of two yoare; 
abandoning this trade, bo served as janitor 
of Germania Ilall until 1890, an*! -inre tlmt 
time has been janitor of Armory iiaii. ile 
is a man of the strictest integrity of diame- 
ter, and is highly respected by a wide cirele 
of Hcquaintances. Jnllus E. was but six 
years old when his parents came t i the 
T'nitcd States, lie received his education in 
the pnblio schools of La Groase, and in the 
German Lutheran school; at the age of twelve 
years he found employment v.-ith the John 
Paul r.iiuiber Compnny for four 8ea*ori«; he 
then took a position with Semscb Bros., gro- 
cers, which he held four year«i. At the end 
of that time he determined to devote some 
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further time to etudy, end spent one year 
nnder tlie instruction of professor Roese, in 
that gentlemanV private srliool. On entering 
the coininercial world again )te worked a few 
months for John Ran, and then throngh in* 
flaential friends he reoeired an appointment 
in the pn^foffict! of T.a Crosse, whicii he held 
from 1879 to isyo. In Mnreli of tlio lattpr 
year he became city collector for tiie John 
Gnnd Brewing Company, and has discharged 
hia duties with great satisfaction, not only to 
the company but also to the patrons. 

fn 1S79, Mr. Kirclieis eiilipted in thp Go\'- 
ernors Guards, was made Ci>rporaI in 1880, 
Sergeant in 1881, Second Laentenat in 1882, 
Fint Lientenant in 1883, and Captain, Octo- 
ber 7, 1884. This is the steadiest record of | 
promotion eliawn by tlif coTnpanv'.-^ Iionks, 
and is probably unpanillehM] in tbe State. 
He is the most efficient captain the company 
has ever had, and much of its suoeesa has 
come through his emthnsiaam, energy and 
military genius. 

He wa<5 miited in mftrrinfre March 14, 1883, 
to Miss Emma Jung, a daughter of John and 
Majtdalene Jong. Of this union two chil- 
dren liave been born: Julius and Fritz. Mr. 
Kirchtis is a menilitT of the Jtodern Wood- 
ni»>n, the National Insurance Sofiety, the Ger- 
maina Society and the Concor iia Society. 

OIIX (\ nrRXS. whnk'Pa'*' fruiterer. 
La Orosse, Wisconsin, occupies a very 
prominent position in eommmialeiroles. 
He was born in La Crosse, Wisconsin, Janu- 
ary 1, 1863, where he receiyed his education. 
His tirst business ^^cntiire was in his youth, 
when he embarked in the fruit business, sell- 
ing a peek of apples at a time on the street. 
The first business position he held was under 
J. A. Spier, whom he sncoeeded April 1, 



18S3. He has made the fmit trade a 

study, and thp result lias been a most satis- 
factory one. When he began in business 
tor himself his capital was quite limited 
being a little less than S300. To day bis 
sales aggregate S150,000aQnnally. He owns 
fruit ranches in California, where he raises 
and packs supplies for his Eagtern trade. He 
handles all kinds of tine fruits, and does an 
exdnsive jubbiiig business. 

The growth of thefrnit trade in the United 
States in the last decade has Ikhju a phenom- 
enal ofip, iuxl with !*iieh a rrardcn as the State 
of California it is ditiicnlt to predict the 
limits to which American enterprise will, 
carry it. Mr. Boms has been an important 
factor in the promotion of this trade in his 
own State, and his success is not due alone 
to his business sagacity, but to his cuurteous, 
gentlemanly bearing, and to his high and 
honorable methods of carrying on the trade. 

tlJ. UOLWAY.— liarely enough do the 
surroundings of a lad correctly deter- 
^ mine what the man will be. How 
well tins Miiiy l)e proven we have but to fol- 
low flit' career of the snbjpet of this biography 
from his humble and unaided beginning. Ilis 
eighteenth birthday came, and, without an 
education, he was foiced to depend upon his 
muscle. Ho went to work in the woods at 
?10 per tnontli. Tliis pleasant pjistimi* he 
vigorously pursued for more than eeven years, 
daring the latter part of which he kindly 
accepted an increase in his wages, his pro- 
firiency having become apparent to his em - 
|jl<iyers. The best pay for any one month's 
work was 9 14, and this remuneration young 
Holway considmvd princely. From this 
triiiing pay he saved (1,100. In 1860 he 
was swept westward with the tide of gold 
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hunters, and spenf throo jcars of fairly |.rt>fit- 
able pursuit excavsitinj^ in Calitnniia dirt. 
After fully sating tLiis ambition liu turned bis 
Imm to the Ewt, and after eome trard located 
in La Crosso, and engaged in the lumber 
bosinc-s. Iti ISSO he purchaseil a half inter 
est in a nawinill at Oimlaska, iti C()iu|)aiiy with 
C. M. Nichols. Thia mill wa» destroyed by 
fire in 1859, which terminated their business 
relations. This loss almost vrecked Mr. 
Holway, as all his means were herein in- 
vested. 

llaving guod credit he then went into the 
Jogging busiueas, which he operated alone 
until 1864, when Abner Gile became his 

partner. In 1875 Mr. Ilolway purchased 
the Ko66 sawmill nt North La Crogse, which 
was burned to aahep in the sprino; of 1877. 
BeverMs were coming fast eDougii, bnt Itf r. 
Holway knew no defeat. He immediatelj 
rebuilt upon the old site, increasing the ca- 
pMcity and fiirnii^hing the wluilt- witli improv- 
ed machinery and appliances. Two hundred 
hands are employed, and the annnal transac- 
tions exceed a quarter of a million dollars. 
More than 20,000,000 feet of logs are sawed 
dmi'!:.' Mi«' aeH3on. and the additional output 
is 'J.UUU,OUO 8hin4;ie« and a» many lath. 

Mr. Ilolway owns 25,000 acres of timber i 
land in Clark, Wood and Taylor counties, | 
from which his mill is supplied with logs. ; 
Lie also owns ahotit 2,000 acres of farming ; 
and grazing lauds in Faribault county, Min- \ 
nesota. i 

He is a director and stockholder in the 
Exchanf^ State Bank of North La Crosse. | 
On the organization of that institution in 
1888, he was ele-^ted viee-prefident, which 
office he still liolds; lie is also a stockholder 
in the Batarian Bank. 

Mr. Holwaj is a native of the [*ine T^e 
State, born at Madison, May 5, 1824, s son 
of Zaocbeus and Aznba Hoi way; bis mother's 



maiden natnc was Joncp. Tlie father was a 
native of Cape ('od, and a descendant of 
Puritan stock. Our subject is one of the 
most reliable, liberal and energetic of men, 
and has pursued a bnsiness policy that has 
won him the esteem and conndence of all 
tho^e witli wtium he has had business or so* 
ciai relations. 

l»< ' l * 

C. ELWELL. who has for many years 
been ideutitied with the agricultural 
* interest of La Grusse county, was 
bom in Bennington oonntj, Vermont, April 

13, 1827, and isason of riiim- cey and Lydia 
(Mnnn) Elwell. who were also natives of the 
Gret^n Mountain State. The father was a 
carpenter and contraetor bj trade, and also 
mamiged a country hotel and cnltirated a 
farm. lie was the ninth of a family of 
twelve children, and died in Bennington 
county, Vermont, at the age of tifty years; 
bis wife lived to be eighty-three years old. 
l^ey reared a familjof six children, our sub- 
ject being the second-born; P. Spencer, a 
younger brother, was for many years a reni- 
dent of La Crosse city, and held varion?* 
county offices. C. C. Elwell received a cum- 
man school ednoation, and at the age of 
twenty-one years entered upon the occupation 
he has followed through life, fariiiiiig. It 
was in the year 1852 that he came to La 
Crosse county and settled on a farm, where he 
now resides; be has experienced the hardsh i ps 
and deprivations inei<ient to the life of a 
pioneer, but he liad willing hands and a 
courageous heart, and as time went on over- 
came all obstacles that presented themselves. 
He has a beautifnl Hrm of 160 acres, only 
forty of which had been broken when he pur- 
chased the tmet of Thomas Leonard. He 
has a convenient bouse, with bams, sheds 
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and for tire nui! ami protection of live- 

stock and the aturiiig of graiu; ho is fond of 
t'rait onltare, and has snnounded hiniNlf and 
hmi\j with many of the comforts of modern 
civilization. 

Mr. Elwoll was married in the State of New 
York, March 4, 1851, to Miss Catharine 
PrestoHf a daughter of Joseph and SaUie 
(Bowen) Preston, of Monroe eoanty. New 
York. Joseph Preston died March 19 ts, 
at the age of *tixty-fiix Toar*?; hio wifo died 
April 25, 1830, aged lortj-tive years; they 
reared a familj of eight children, of whom 
Mrs. Elwell is the youngest. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Elwell has been horn one chihl, Ida, 
who married Prnf. E. S. Tilson, a native of 
Vermont. He was tor a number of years 
the prindpal of tho high school of Chippewa 
Falls, Wisconsin} his death ooenrred July %, 
1878. at the a<je of thirty-five years. Mrs. 
Til^oii makes IktIioiiiu with Iior parents; she, 
too, is a teaclier by prufessioii ; at the a<,'t! of 
fourteen years she began to teach scliool in 
La Crosae county, and at the ace of nineteen 
graduated from Bipon College. She has a 
hi;;hly cultivated literary taste, is a writer 
of no mean ability, often invited to ci'ive 
au essay $)t publiu as^mbliea. 8ta; iind 
her parents are members of the Congrega- 
tional Church; for more than thirty years her 
father has been treasurer and clerk, hut she 
has relieved htm of the labors attaching to 
the clerk's othce. 

Mr. Elwell is an ardent Prohibitionist, and 
has great faith ia the final suooess of his 
party. He h a man of deep integrity of 
character, and has the respect and confidence 
of the commaDity. 

Joseph Piraston was a farmer in New York, 
and resided about twenty miles from Roches- 
ter; he gave the land for the Erie canal, that 
is, the portion w!ii('h was necessary to make 
the cut through his farm. He was one of 



the pioneers of Monroe county. New York, 
and was possessed of those stauuch character- 
istics which won htm the good will of the 
entire comiiiiniiiy. His mn Daniel, now 
lirini; tti Cleveland, served with distinction 
iu the late war. 



l^ENRY LEBBER.— There ar« a number 

of vounnr biisineps men in La Crosse 
county, Wisconsin, who by their push 
and energy have been sneeessful in their dif- 
ferent callings, and foremost among these is 
Henry Lebber, who first saw tlie liglit of day 
ill (rtrmany in 18<33. Hi-^ fatlier died ia 
Germany in 1873, but the mother is still 
living and makes her home there. Henry 
Lebber came to tho tJnited States in 1883, 
worked three months in ^ew Tork city in a 
ijrocery store, and tiim came to La Pros-sR, 
Wisconsin, where he worked on the farm fur 
one year. He subsequently worked at the 
carpenter*s trade five years, after which he 
bought a lot in West Salem and erected a 
good twoftory brick building, 20 x 70 feet, 
which ho uses for business and dwellins^. The 
large hall ou the second floor is used for 
pu bl ic pu rposes. He has an excellent bi lliard 
hall, and also deals in liquors. Be is a 
pushing and enterprising young tntTchant, 
and ifl tlpfcrvedlv p^pulnr with all witli whom 
he has dealings. He was inari ied in 1S89, to 
Miss Emma Horstman, dangiiter of Henry 
and Mary (Schaffer) Horstman, who reside in 
L<a Crosae. Mr. and Mrs. Lebber are the 
hsppy parents of one child, Mary, fhey 
hold membership in the Lutheran Church of 
Bostwick' Yalley, and are liberal contribntors 
to the same. In politics Mr. Lebber is a 
Democrat. He is ptthlic.epirited and is 
always ready with pnerf»y and inpann to 
push forwani any enterprise for the l;enetit of 
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his town and cniirity. iiy liia good manage- 
ment and excellent basincss acumen he hae 
raised a good foandation for a fortone and ia 
OD the highway to fneeem. 

l^irXlAH W. LEETE, who haa been 
\m identified with many of the leading 

enterprises of La Crosse county, U a 
native of New Haven county, Connecticut, 
born September 28, 1853. His parents, 
William P. and Zaida E. (Goodrieh) Leete, 
were nattvea of the same State; the father 
was a farmer and also taui»ht school; he ra-ne 
to La Cro^fc vnlley in 185H, purchased forty 
acres of iHtid, paying $10 an acre therefor, 
and Anally opened a farm of 180 aeres. He 
waaoneof the early settlers of this valley 
and endnred the privations of frontier life, 
lie lield iiiativ of tlic local officos, discharcjing 
his duties t'aitht'ully and eiUciently. Before 
his death he omied 220 aeres of fine fanning 
land) which he sold, purohasin^ fifty acres one 
and a quarter inilo from West Salem in 
1881. Tie iVu'i] May 7. l^sG. UL^e.! ?ixty-four 
years; his widow is still living; she is a woman 
who has borne her sba>« of tlie burden in the 
settlement of this eonntry, and cheerfully 
braved the dangers Hnd privations of life in 
the far Wosi*. Oursuhjecf is onr of n fViniily 
of eight children: Sherman, who iias been 
prominently connected with the educational 
interests of La Crosse connty, married Itfiss 
Chloe Sherwin, and they have two children: 
Robert and Mary; Joseph was mnrried to 
Miss Ellon J. Pitkin, and five children w'ere 
born to thetn: i^ucy, Darwin, Ilerbert, 
D wight and Helen; the mother died in Jan- 
nary, 1888; the second marria<re was to Miss 
Kditli Dana; George married Misp Sarnh 
Cfillalinit. mid one daught«>r wai* huiii to 
thorn, named Lizzie; the mother died in May 



1887, and Mr. i.t'ctc wan inarrifKl to Mis»s 
China Pearl; Mary died at the age of twenty- 
three years; she was a enooessfnl teacher, and 
had eiitert'd tlu^ profession in her seventeenth 
year: William W. is the next in order of 
birth; Zaida is the wife of tlie Hon ('liarles 
White, of Minnesota; Frank married Miss 
Zaida Moran, who died three months alter 
their union; he was engaged in teaching in 
the Government school of the Sandwich Is- 
lands, and had some commercial interests 
there; his death occurred August '60, 1891; 
Charles died at the age of twenty years. 

Mr. Leetehas been enooesafQlly engaged in 
tlie profession of teaching; winning the 
esteem and affection of his pupils and the 
confidence of the board and patrons, he has 
made the profession a labor of love. He 
tanght for eight years in liis own district, and 
accomplished very satisfaetory results. Of 
late years lie ha« given more especial atten- 
tion to agriculture and kindred occupations. 
He is now president of the Farmers* Co- 
operative Creamery, located within three- 
quarters of a mile of West Salem; this enter- 
prise was inaiio:urated in FehriiJirv, 181>l,aiid 
April I of that year he took charge of the 
business. Daring May and Juno the mauu- 
faetnre was from 0,000 to 7,000 pounds of 
butter weekly; the value of such an establish- 
intdt in the midst uf a rich farming country 
can Muircely be estiumted, furnishing, as it 
does a market for a large agricultural product. 

Mr. Leete was a resident of Minneaota 
from 187*^ to lSS-4; during that time he 
occupied a po-ition on tlie town boanl which 
he resigiKu] upoti hi*' return to La Crosse 
county. lie is^ man of advanced views, and 
has eontriboted libenilly of his means to the 
support of pnblic enterprises. 

lie was niarrie<I September 28, 1891, to 
Miss Kate Cnllipf', a woman of rare intelli- 
gence and retinement aijd ^ di^i^gliter of A. V. 
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and jLTHiio Collins, natives of tlie State of 
New York, but T)!- iiriuv vfars p:ist ri'sideiitn 
ot Vigo cunnty, indiaiia; thcj are now mak- 
ing their home in Dnlnth, HinnesoU. They 
reared throe children: Nettie, wife of L. O. 
Randall; Mrs. Leete and Nellie. Mr. atxl 
Mrs. Leete are the parents of four cliildrcn : 
Ruth, Zaida, Carrol and Howard. Toiitically 
oar subject it ideuUfied with tiie l*h>bibitioii 
pwtj. 



^,^EOR6E EULEfi, Alderman of the 
Eighteenth Ward ot the city of La 

Crosse, Wisconsin, was lx)rn March 22, 
1852, at Waldlaubersheim, in themnnicipalitv 
of Windesheira, district of Kreoznuch, 
regency circait of Goblenz, Germany. He 
obtained a common-adiool education in tlie 
evangelical mhool of Ms native birthplace, 
which he attended from his lifth year until 
he became fourteen years of a^jt', a1 which 
time he was coutirnied in the Evangelical 
Gommnnion Cbnrch at Waldlaoberaheim. 
Ot) the completion of hi» school coarse in 1866, 
he worked spverfti years for Siirvpyor Mnttcp, 
and siilueqiu'iitly ton nd employment on farms 
and in vineyards. In 1870, at the ago of 
eighteen years, and shortly prior to tbe 
Franco-German war, Mr. Euler emijiprated to 
America, arriving at La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
April 1, of the same year. He worked as a 
laborer the following summer until the £ali, 
when lie visited his node, Adolf Huett, near 
Alma, Bnflalo connty, Wisoonein, where he 
attended sell 1 t r the purpose of learning 
the English lan(mu<;e. In the ppringof 1871 
he returned to La Crosse, and was employed 
by Tliomas Shimmins in hanling stone. In 
May he had the misfortnne to break one of 
his legs, and thereby was confined to his bed 
for three month% after which he resamed 



work. Ill XovciiilxT, ls71, in eonijiany with 
his lirother, I'lirlij) Eulcr. !io went Soutli and 
lound employment in the cotton fields of 
Arkansas. In December, of the same year, 
Mr. Euler contracted a severe sickness, and 
went to St. Louis, Missouri, to obtain treat- 
ment in a hospital, where ho remained until 
the latter part of January, 1872, when lie 
retamed to La Crosse and fonnd employment 
as a laborer. September 1, 1872, he otrt»ined 
a position as clerk in the grocery store of 
Philip Knotli, where he remaincti until July 
1, 1873. From July 6 until November 
0, he worked on the farm of a Mr. Pose in 
Trempealeaa county, and November 10 re- 
sumed his clerkship with Mr. Philip Knoth, 
where he remained until June 10, 1^71. 
June 24, of the same year, he was engaged 
by John Gund, Sr., to conduct the delivery 
business of the then Empire Brewery, which 
lias since been niganissed into the John Gund 
Krewing Company, hy tlie joijiing of the 
!*ons of George, Henry and John Gund, Jr., 
and which position Mr. Euler held continu- 
onsly nntil the present time. 

May 29. 1877, he married Miss Minnie 
Johanna Soworin, of La CroBSe, Witeunsin, 
and tliey have had 'our cdnldren: Kuima 
Elizaljeth Eredenkjt, born March 7, 1878; 
Johann Frederich Wilhelm, born April 11, 
1881; Wilheltn Ilerthold,born March 2, 1883; 
aTid Arthur Philip, born July 17, 1891, 
•March 7, Mr. Enlcr joined the Third 

Ward Aid iSociety, and has ever since l>een 
an aetive member of the same, serving on 
varions committees, and has held, the office 
of Collector from September 9, 1885, nntil 
Angu.-^t, 1887, when he was callei] Hs-nme 
the duties of CouiptroUer nutil in May, i8d8. 
He was then chosen Financial Secretary of 
the same society, which office he holds at 
the present time. In the spring of 1891, 
when the population of La Croese had nearly 
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reached 80,000 inhabitants, lie was nominated 
bj tlie Deiiiocratic caucuu lor Alderman of 
the Eighteenth Ward* and was elected m 
aneh April 7, 1891, for « term of four yeftrs. 
The territory constituting the Eighteenth j 
Ward was fruin tlie cLiitcr of Sixth street to , 
the center of Tenth street, east and west, 
9nd south from the center of Jackiiun street 
to the Boath Hue of the eitj limits. In the 
capacity of Alderman Mr. Kuli r is theChair- 
luan of tlie HiKtrd of Health and ;il>(> a tnpin- 
ber of tlu! Coimniltees nn Water Works and 
Health, in 1873 he beciune a member of 
the GermsD Lntheraa Congregatioii of this 
city, and April 8, 1881, joined tlie insaranco 
branch of the same congregation, and 
retained hi^^ memberehip in both op to the 
present time. 

Hia fother, Jacob Enler, was born March 
14^ 1812, in the village of Erieg^feld, 
Bavaria, Germany. He attended the evan- 
gelical whool from hi« Hfth to fil? fourteenth 
year, and afterward worked on farms. Id 
1830 be moved to Frassia, in the dletriet of 
Goblens, and in 1842 settled in Waldkubera* 
heim, where he followed farm work. He 
was jrinrrifd in Jannary, l*^i8, to Miss 
Katherina Jacobus, and February 5, 1849, 
their son Philip was born, and George was i 
bora March 22, 1852. Philip Eulercame to 
America in 18ti7, and in May of the mtw 
yenr settled in T.u (Vopsp. In Auirii-t, 1S72, 
Jacob Euler and his wife It^lt (termany lur 
Anierica, arriving at La Crosee about Sep- 
tember 1. The fsther died February 9, | 
1887, at the residence of his son George, 
and his widow, who was born on August 
11, 1812, has found a }iotiu'. ^iiice her lin«- 
band's death, with {\iv> fauiuy uf her son, 
George Enler. 

Oarl Sflwerin, the fiither-in-law of George 
Euler, was bom in Rostow, Germany, May \ 
9, 1831, and after the death of his father be | 



lived with his mother at Qtiitzero, and rp- 
coived his communion in the Evangel ic-al 
Lutheran Cbnrcb at Demmin, in 1845. 
October 1, 1861, he married Ifiss Haria 
Lowitz, who was born April 18, 1827. 
Octobor 5. of the same year, Mr. Sewerin 
entered the military service of the Second 
Infantry Regiment of King Frederick Will- 
iam of Prnseia, and was honorably discharged 
in 1854. The following named children were 
horn to this nninn: Caroline, tiorn in Novem- 
ber, 1S55. di(.'il at I'ittvslmrg in Decemlx^r, 
1862; Minnie, boru July 10, 1858; Frmi- 
erinka, born January 18, 1860; John and 
William, twins, born November 29, 1865, 
and William died January 10, 1806. Mr. 
Swwtii'in left bis native land in Octolwr, 1861, 
and came to America, first locating at Pitts- 
burg, and in the early part of 1662 came Weat 
to La Crosse, when he has ainoe resided. 
His wife died July 10. 1877, in this city, and 
hii» son John died July 16, 1891, leavinf^ n 
widow and daughter, Ida. 




f.M A N U E L M A li K' LE -This honored 
f^enlleraan is one of best known citizens 
of La Crosse, Wisconsin, and his long 
residence within its bordersand his well known 

habits of industry and perseverance have won 
for him a wiiK' circle of IVit'inis. P>yall ho ig 
considered to i)e a model farmer, neat and 
progressive, and of decided views iu conduct^ 
ing all his operations, and he has met with 
the substantial succei^s which all concede is 
well merited, lie was Imrn in Ohio in 1837, 
but his parents. Geori^o and Elizabeth (Mil- 
ler) Markle, were i^ennsylvaniaas, although 
they were married in the Buckeye State 
in 1886. In 1843 be sold bis farm in Ohio 
and moved to Putnam county, Indiana, and 
abont eight years later, or in 1861, be moved 
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to Ltt Groeae oonnty, Wimsonsin. His fint 

work iti tliig State was as fbrdnmn in the 
brick manufactory belon^iuir tn Dencon Syl- 
vester Smith, with whom lie rtniiHincii two 
years. Upon his arrival here he liad entered 
160 acreB of land, and in 1868 he flettled on 
the place with his family, which continued to 
Ik' liis home iititi! Iiis ricjitli, March 31, 1SK7, ' 
at the age of seventy- four vears. His widow 
died February 27, 1890, »il tbe age of sev^nty- 
eix years, having born« a familj of nine 
children, of whom the subject of this sketxih 
is the eldest. The other members are: J. C.» 
who married Naoini Maxwell, i." tho father 
of three children and is a resident of C!«>ior> 
ado; Oatherine A., who married Henrj Yes* 
tal, of White Rock, Eausas, is the mother of 
five children; George W. is a resident of 
Webl>er, Kansas, married Mary Vestal, by 
whom he has eeveu children ; J ohn is a resident 
of the old homMteadf was married to Sarah 
Lattimer, and is the fktber of three children | 
Peter, who enlisted in the Sixth Wisconsin 
Infantry during the civil war, was killed in i 
the battle of the Wilderuew} ^aomi, who 
married Peter Hfieek and died in La Orosse; 
Elnora (twin aistnr of Naomi) married 0« 
Bernet, and died in St. I<ouis and Reohel} 
Jane, who died at tlic aife of two years. . 
Emanuel Markle's opportunities for acquir- 
ing an edacatton were confined to the common 
sebools, bat he jadieionsly applied himself to 
his books and obtained a fair praetieal edn- 
catioTi. 

After remaining on the home farm with 
his father until 1856, he began trapping, and 
followed this calling with snooess vntil 1861. 
He and his brotlicr, J. (1, enli^iited in the 
ITtiioii «rtny in the Second Wisconsin Infmi. 
try. in which they served for over tiiree years, 
particij>ating iu the battles of the Wilderness, 
Antietam, seeood Bnil. Rnn and (4etty6burg. 
In the last named engsgement he was wound- 



ed twkie, was eaptnred by the enemy and was 

paroled on the field. His brother, J, C, was 
shut tliroui;h the left nrrn at South Mountain, 
and at tlio battle of tlie W^ilderness was shot 
through the right arm. Mr. Markle was 
married in 1866 to Hiss Caroline, daughter 
of Lawrence and Muriii Anna (Dorrel) Han- 
' isifh, who were Imrn in Austria. They became 
the pjirentf of thrw; chiliirfti : Joseph, who 
was in the Austrian army and died in the 
hospital at Galetsia, Austria. They emi- 
grated to La Crosse in 1861; Baymond, re- 
siding at Lake City, Minnesota; and Caroline, 
Mrs. Markle. The latter has borne her hns- 
band the following children: Theodore M., 
Charles W., Laura May, Lillian Elbert*; 
Simon Peter, Joseph B. and Harriet B. 
Four other children died in early childhood. 
Theodore M. i^ a mechanical engineer and is 
employed by the Great i!^orthern iiailroad in 
North Dakota. Lillian is attending com* 
mereial' college at La Crosse, and is now 
writing in the office of the Connty Register 
I of Deeds; Laura M. is a milliner at La 
Cruaee, and the others reside at home. Law- 
rence Hanisah died August 28, 1886, aged 
eighty-one years, and Mrs. Hantsch died 
Januaty 22, 1888, at die age of eighty-three 
I years. 

In 1867 the subject of this sketcli bought 
eighty acred of land in section 27, has since 
added eighty acres in section 16; eighty acres 

in ai'ction 21, <ind 149 acres in section 88, 

uiukinc in all 389 acre3---a fine farm. The 
ijuiltiini;? on thif! place are all exwllent, and 
his home is a vury pleasant and an extremely 
comfortable one. His principal business is 
in the raising of small fruitB, and in bee- 
kt.'t'jiino. He kut'ps about twelve head of 
cattle, three liorses, aUo hogs. He has I)«en 
Justice of tlie Peace of his township tor tue 
past twenty years, and has been elected town 
Supervisor on several oooasioos, Mid a mem- 
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ber of the St-liool Board, lie inmle tlie nice 
fur Ar-seinblyinan of his lii^trii-t, but his 
well known temperance proclivities dofeateU 
him for thmt offles. !!• it * ineniber of the 
I. O. G. T., F. & A. H.,a. A. R., and U. T. 
L., ftnd it a Democrat politicallj. 

— 



^OUIS E. MEASON, whose photographic 

studio is at 128 North Third street, F-a 
Crosse, is a native of the liadi^or State, 
born at Mineral Point, StpttMnher 1, 1848. 
ilifi parents were Louifl and Eli/,aljeth (Fick) 
Meason) natives of FroBsia; they were brongfat 
to America in their childhood, and were 
married at MuilthI I^oitit, WlKcoii.-iii, in 
1847, lit'iii;^' (itiiong the jnoiiccrs of the State. 
The father waii a cabinetmaker, and learned 
his trade io 8t Lonia, where he worked sev- 
eral years. In 1849 he left Mineral Point, 
and jonrneying via the old Fremont route, 
arrived in Caliruniln, where ho remained 
about a ^ear anU u iiait. Lie returned by way 
of the Isthmus, and was strieken with eholers 
at St. Lonia, where he died, in i860. His 
widow married again, her Be<^ond husband 
being Frantz EnztMiroth, and after his <leath 
became the wife of Adam Soleinti; she livea 
at Mineral Point. 

Lonis E., the sahjeet of this notice, was 
the only child of ^e lirst marriage of his 
mother; hv l»pr second union A\c had three 
children, and by the third marriage three 
dau^ters. He was edneated in the pnblic 
schools of Mineral Point, and took a com- 
mercial coarse at Bryant «& Stratton's College, 
Chicago, from which he was graduated in 
1871. lie came to I>a Cro6«e in July, 1871, 
and engaged aa a Iniokkeeper for a retail 
grooer, with whom he remained two and half 
years. He had manageil to acquire a theo- 
retioal knowledge of photography, and on 



January 1, 1874, he formed a partnership 
with A. P. Kiuitrsen for tlin purpose nf 
opening a lirst-class photograph gallery. 
Later he pnrebased hie {wrtner*« interest, and 
has since continued the hnsiness alone. He 
employs all the modern appliances and the 
lati"^t nipfliodrf used in the art, and does artis- 
tic work in India ink and crayon. He has 
won a wide patronage, and bids fair to attain 
exeelleut rank in the profession. 

Mr. Meason was united in marriage May 
26, 1871, to Mit-n Emina I.. Kiiuic a danirh- 
ter of Edward and Kathcrino Kinuc, natives 
of Saxony and Prussia respectively. Mrs. 
Heason*s mother died in Mineral Point, and 
lutr father reskh's ;it Ili^'bland, Illinois. She 
it- the fl'iot of u f:iiiiily of two SOUS and five 
daiigiilers. To Mr. and Mrs. Meaeon have 
been born four children, the two younger 
ones dying in infancy; those lining are Mary 
Geocgiana and Edward Kinne. 

Our worthy subject has filled the various 
otHces of Gateway City Lodge No. 153, 1. (). 
O. F., and has attained the second position 
in the Patriarchal Circle. He has served eiz 
years in the Wisconsin National Guards, 
Third Regiment, and itlnmt seventeen years 
in the l a Crosse Vohuilwr Fire Department, 
lie is a member of tlie La Croeae Board uf 
Trade, and is a aealoas supporter of home in- 
dnstrles. Politically he affiliates with the 
Derooorttic party. He and his family be- 
long to the Protestant Episropal Church, and 
are highly eisteemed members of the com- 
manity. 

SEV. ELIAS P. HAKBO, paator of St. 
Paul's United Lutheran Church, resid- 
ing at 616 Market street, La Groese, 
was born in the province of Berg, Norway, 
February 6, 1856, and is the sixth of a family 
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of Dine children. His ptireoU were Hans 

and Ellen Mary Olsen. Mc was renrptl to 
inutaro years iu his nativu cuiintry, attending 
the cuiumou school. At the age of twentj- 
four peal's be bade farewell to the pine-dad 
hiUfi of hi* aiativo land and cruBsed the tea. 
to America. Upon aiTlvinir in this country 
be settled at Eau (Jlaire, AViscoMsin, and rc- 
maiueU there oue year and a imit', wurkiiig at 
the tailor's tnde, whieh he had learned in 
Norway. Having determined to enter the 
ministry be became a student at Au^slmrg 
Seminary, Minneapolis, Minnesota, and pur- 
sued a daHKical course in that iustitutiou, 
eovering a period of five years. He then 
took up the theological ooune of the Angs- 
bni|{ Seminary, and waifi graduated from this 
department at the end of three yonr«; his ex- 
am iuutious covered a period of two weeks, at 
the end of whieh time he received his diplmna, 
June 6, 1889. Immediatelj thereafter he 
was urdained and aMigoed to laa presetit 
charge. His congregation comprises lifty- 
five fann'Iies. num'n ritig 333 souls. His 
clturch is lo<-ated on King street belweea 
Fifth and Sixth. 

Mr. Uarlfo's mother died in her native 
country, but his father is still living; ono 
brother, Rud,caiiie to America about one year 
after his arrival and is now a resident of 
Bnluth, Hinueaota, a mechanic by trade} 
three of the family are deeeaaed, and the 
other four are living in their native coantry. 

Our worthy snbjeet wns united in marriage 
to Uies JViartha Alaria Larson, a native of 
Wiaeonain and a danghter of Eric Larson, a 
farmer residing near Eaa Claire, Wisconsin. 
Tliis union occurn d December 3, 1889. One 
child, Elise Matbilde, was born in La Crosse, 
i<ebruary 22, mi. 

Mr Harbo is a gentleman uf broad and 
comprehensive views, and a finished scholar. 
He addreaaea Ida congregation in their native 



tongue, although he posseses a thoroagh 
knowledge of the English lanf^trnge; beie, in 
fact, an accompiitfiiied linguist, having passed 
an examination iu Latiu, llebrew, Greek, 
German, English, and Norsk. He owns a 
large and well selected library. 

I^EN RIK K. £. NlSSEN,M.D.,an honored 
ineojber of the medical profeasion in 

La Crosse county, VViisconsin, is n native 
of Maalselven, Norway, born April 22, ISHl, 
and is a sou of A. E. aud E. (Istad) i^sen. 
His father waa bom in Tromso, and his 
mother in Stordalen, Norway. Tlie Doctor 
received his elementary education in the 
private schools of Christiania, and at the age 
of eighteen years he entered upon the study 
ot medicine in the Royal University of that 
city; he was gradaated from the daaaieal de* 
partment in and six years later received 

th(' dt grt-o ut M. I). During one year of 
liis college life, 1887, he was resident jiliysi- 
ciau of liotvold Insane Asyluui. When he 
had completed liis ])rofeB«iooal studies he de- 
termitie«l to visit America, and accordin^y 
crossed the sea, landing iu La Crosse, Wiscon- 
sin, in February, 1889. He at once entered 
upon the practice of liis profesision, and «uc- 
cesa has attended him on every iiand; he has 
won a large practice, and his akill as a prec. 
titioner is daily adding to the lanrels already 
won. 

Dr. ^Jissen was united in marriage May 
28, 1889, to Fayette E.Niasen, who was born 
in Norway, July 15, 1864, of Norwegian 
parents. l»oth the paternal and maternal 
grandfathers of our subject, as well as twu of 
his fatlier's brothers, were honored members 
of the medical profession. lie has passed 
the State examination in Minnesota, and holda 
a diploma from the board of examinera of 
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that State. lie iiiiike.s a t^pecialty of the 
treatiueiit of the eye, and is a devoted »tudont 
of the seienoe he has ehoaen for hh life's 
occopation. 

To Dr. and Mrs. Nisaen hsisbeen born one 
BOD, Arvid, who first saw the light of day, 
May 4, 1890, and a daughter, Da^ny, born 
September 17, 1891. The Doctor ia a mem. 
ber of the Norden Society. 

J. FRUIT, attorney and counselor 
at lew, Le Onww, is a nadve of the State 

of Wisconsin, born at Lima, Grant 
county, Mnrcli 2f , 1S49. and is a son of Perry 
and Siimb M. (Lambkin) Fruit. His father 
wa« a farmer by occupation, and a native of 
Illinois. The parents reared a family of fonr 
son8 and five daughters, John J. being the 
fourth-born. He obtained his elementary 
edncation in tlie piil>lic schools of Grant 
county, and at the age of si.xteen years he 
entered the State Normal School at Platte- 
ville, WiscoDBin. At the a^ of twenty-two 
he fini6he<I the course of study in this insti- 
tution, and received its diploma. In August, 
1871, he came to La Cro6se and was em- 
ployed a« principal of the fifth Ward school, 
a position he held for fonr yMrs, and was 
then transferred to the Third Ward, of which 
he was principal one year. 

From his boyhood the l^al profession had 
bad its attFROtiotis for Mr. Fruit, and dnring 
the years he was teaehinf; he devotml his 
leisure moments to stadying the aabject, pre- 
paratory to taking a prescribed course of in- 
struction. In 1876 he left the acbool-rooni 
and entered the law office of James 1, Ly ndes, 
under whose direction heeontinaed his studies 
until he became a student in the law depart- 
ment of the iState University. He was grad- 
uated witli the clubs of 1877, and iuimedi- 



ately after this event he formed a partnership 
with Mr. l*fnnd; this relationship existed 
but six months, aud Mr. Fruit was alone in 
practice until June 1, 1880, when he and 
John Brindley formed a AO-partnership, whi«b 
has since been ooatinBed uninterruptedly. 
The firm name is Froit A Brindley. 

During the year 1880 Mr. Frnit served as 
City Superintendent of the Public Schools, 
devoting only that portion of time which he 
eonid spare from bis proftsslooal labon. 
Preferring to give his whole energy to hie 
legal work, lie resigned the euperintendency 
at the end of the first year. lie is a c!o3p 
and careful student, and has a very high 
standing among the members of the bar; he 
possesses the confidence of the entire com- 



mnuity. 



ill! 



I as a boat of friends both in and 



out of the profession. 

In recognition of liis ability as an attor- 
ney Mr. Fruit was appointed to the responsi- 
ble position of Assistant United States At- 
torney for the Western District of Wisconsin 
in April, 1890, an ofHce which he has tilled 
with dipi^nity and to the complete satipfaction 
of the public. In tlie fall of 1881 he was 
elected District Attorney of La Crosse county, 
and served five years. 

Onr worthy subject was vnited in marriage 

December II, 1877, to Miss Marion E. Flaw- 
ley, a daughter of li. II. and liuth W. Ilaw- 
ley, of La Crosse. Her parents were natives 
of Vermont, in which State she also wna 
bom. Her fisther was a merchant during the 
act! i . irs of his life, hut he is now retired 
from liusinesp. Mr, and Mrs. Fniit are the 
parents of four children: John Clyde, Clarence 
Henry, Alice Marion and Edna Ruth, all 
pupils in the public schools of La Crosse. 
Mr. Fruit is an ardent Republican in his 
]«olitical cnuN ictions, and dnring the local 
campaigns docs bis duty iu the canvass, lie 



Digitized by Google 



Bro&sAPEiOAL araroBr. 



MS 



and liis wife are memben of the Congrega- 
tional Ohnreb. 

The tinn of Fruit & Brindley have a fine 
kgftl library, and an exeelleot location. What 
ia of greater importance, they are personallj 
well adapted to the work, ami are an orna- 
ment not only to the bar of La Crosse county, 
but also to the bar of the State of Wisconsin. 

f I 

|^jr,a|^()liliKS HIRSOHH RIMER, one of 
^rn'mt ♦*"**'"P''i*ing young business men 
*3S0^ of La CroaBA, haa beMi * roaident of 
the eity ainoe hia early childhood, hia paranta 
having settled here in 1S66. He vra» born 
in Wiirteinburg, Germany, JannarA' 6, 1850, 
and is a son of Louis and Fannie (Hart) 
Hiraehheimer, nativea o( the nme eoantry. 
The father emigrated to Amerloa in 1850, 
making the voyage in a aailing veeae), and 
consuming two month? on the jonrney. He 
settled in Indiana county, Pennsylvania, 
where his family came soon after tlieir arri- 
val in Am^oa. There were Ave aoni and 
four daughters, eight of whom are still living. 
Mnrrif? enjoyt'il the aflvantnrjP-^ afforded by 
the piihlic x^hoolp ot Lr\Cnisse city. Having 
attained hit$ uinjority, he loolced about for 
aome congenial ooeapation in which to em- 
bark, and decided to estaltliBli a foundry; 
this he did in April, 1865, the plant being 
known as tho La Crosse Foundry. He con- 
ducted this enterprise until 1889, when he ! 
diapoaed of the prupcrtj and engaged in the 
manttfactare. of tenta and awnings. He 
makes a apecialty of awnings, tents, flna^s 
and bnnners. employing a number of tiien in ' 
the busy season. He has established a tine 
trade^ and haa ao aatiafaotorily anpplied the 
demand that no competitor haa offered. He 
IB located at 109 and 111 South Fifth street. 
Mr. Uirsobheimer waa married October ' 



15. 1876, to Mi.~^ Hertlia Abraham, a daugh- 
ter of Henry Abraham, of Milwankcc. Wi«- 
cousin. Three children have been bora to 
them: Hattie, Lonia and Olara, all pupils of 
public schools of La Crosse. The mother 
of these ehi!(iren died April 26, 1885. Mr. 
Tlirst'hheitner wni? marripd a second time, 
June 15, 1887, to Miss Mathiliia Henjamin, 
a native of Hanover, Germany. They have 
no children. Our subject is a worthy mem- 
ber of the A. O. U. W., of the order of 
Cliosen Friends, and of n Je\yiph fienevolent 
association calied B'uai BVIth. He is a mem- 
ber of Anahe Cheaet Congregation. 

fTKPlIEN MARTIKDALE, Jk., attor 
uey and connaelor at lav, it a rising 
yonng member of the bar of La Oroeae, 

to which he was admitted in 1885. He is 
the ehie&t eon of Stephen and Katharine 
(Howard) Martindale, a full history of 
whom appears elsewhere iu this volume, and 
was bom in the city of La Croeae Angnat 31, 
1859. Here he passed his childhood and 
youfli, fttt«Midiiig tlie inihlic, ^(ihools. He isa 
member of tlie tirst claims that was graduated 
from the La Crosse High School, and in 1876 
he entered Beloit College Wisconsin; this 
institution conrerreil upon him the degree of 
A. B. in 1880, and two yeans later that of 
A. M. In 1882 he began the study of law, 
rea«iing under the direction of Messrs. Wing 
and Prentiss of this city, and in 1865, as be- 
fore stated, he waa admitted to the bar. In 
the fall of the same year he became a student 
in the la\y dejiiirttnent of the Wisconsin State 
University, and took a two years' course, be- 
ing graduated with honors in 18^. 

After this event, a partnership waa formed 
between Stephen Wartindale, Jr., and hia 
brother, 'Edward & U. Martindale, who waa 
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born in Ia Chmm November 28, 1861. . He 
received his Utarory ednoation in tbe pnblic 

•ohoote of La Crosse, studied law at home, 
and afterwards entered the law dopartiiicnt of 
the WiecoDsia State Universltjr; he was ex- 
nmined before tbe State GommiMioaere and 
admitted to practice in 1887, before be bad 
liiii-ihcd the course in the University. It was 
after his return to La Crosse that tiic part- 
nership of Martindaie <k Martittdale was 
formed, fle is now taking a post-graduate 
oonrae in tbe University uf Yiri^oia. 

Stepheo Martindale, Jr,,tlie subject of this 
notice, wa^ niiited in mnrriiiira at Beloit, 
Wisconsin, in 1888, to Miss Sophia Rosen- 
blatt, a daughter of H. Eoseublatt, a merchant 
and mannfsctarer of that ptaee. Tiro chiK 
dren have been born of this union: Ilc-iirietta 
and Katharine. Politically Mr. Martindale is 
identified with the Ropiiblicau party. 

— - 2 1"! 2 ' 

1\ W A R D ALGEK. M. D., residing at 221 
ftt SiMitli Sevetifh street, La OroRge, was 
born in West iiridgewater, Pijnioutli 
county, Massaohnietts, March 9, 1837, and is 
a son of Ward and Eliaabeth L. (Howard) 
Alger. Six generations of the family were 
born in Plymouth county, and three of thpm 
OD tbe same tarm. The Doctor is the second 
of three children: Mary Elisabeth, the eldest, 
died at the age of five years; A)l}ert L. is a 
fiurmer and coal dealer and lives on the old 
Mnf>!*nclHisett> honu'-itoiii!. Dr. Alj^er Httended 
the common schools until he was thirteen 
years of age, when he entered Keree Acad- 
emy at Middleboro; he afterwards pursued 
tbe classical course at Phillips Academy, 
Arulorer, Mnf^nchii^icttp, :in<l wjif; also a stud- 
ent at Jirowii University, Providence, Rhode 
Island, lu 1853 his studies wore interrupted 
for a time when be was engsged in teaching; 



bnt he followed this profession only tempor- 
arily, and at the age of twenty years ho was 

ready to begin his medical studies. When 
he was choosing a profonsion he gave some 
thought to civil engineering, and had pur- 
sued the stiidy for a while wb«i be decided 
npon medicine. He did his first reading in 
this line in tbe office of Dr. Swan, of West 
BridgewHtor. hik! dnring the winter of 1858- 
'59 he attended a course of lecturer at Har- 
vard Medical College. The following wintera 
was a student at Jeflferson Medical OoUege, 
Philadelphia, and was graduated from this 
well-known institution March 9, 1861, his 
twenty, fourth birth-day, receiving the degree 
of M. D. He opened an ofiice at Contuu, 
Massachusetts, near Boston, and eontinaed in 
practice there for seven years, meeting with 
exi-ellfjit success. T!i6 western fever, how- 
cviT. tuul lieijiui tu raifc in New England, 
and in the spring of 1808 he came to Wis- 
consin and located at La Grosse. Here he 
\vM built np a fine practice, and has aeenma^ 
lated a competence. His college course* 
were accordiii?; to the old school, as were also 
his preceptors; but he has made a study of 
the homeopathic system of medidne^ and of 
late years lias prscticed according to it. 

Dr. Ali;er was united in marriage January 
8, 18!j2. to Miss Angenette M. finll, at M.iiis- 
iield, Mai^sHchusetts. She was born in that 
pkee April 23, 1842, her aooeetors being 
early settlers of New England. The Doetor 
and his wife arc the parcuts <tf fuiir eliildren: 
Ernest Ward, horn Decemlier 20, 1863, died 
August 26, 1864; P'annie E., born March 18, 
1867; Alice M., born August 24, 1872, and 
Clifton Howard, bom June 14, 1876. Tb« 
children have received their edacation In the 
common (^ 'Ihk*!^ of La Cro8w»; Fannie E. is a 
graduate of the high school ; she was mar- 
ried September 14, 1887, to Homer T. Fowler, 
and resides at West Supurior; her husband ia 
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pmidMit of the State Bank of Wiaoonsin; 

they have three children. 

Dr. Alger is a member of tlic State Medi 
cal Society of WisconeiD, and helonge to the 
Mttotiie order and to die A. O. U. W. The 
family are members of the Oongregational 
Ghnreh. 

in^ARTET J. PECK, one of the honored 
pioneers of the State of Wisconein, is a 
rebident of La Crosse comity, and a 
history of this ecct ion wtmld not l>e complete 
without an outline of iiis career. He was 
Wri in Ohenango Connty, New York, and is 
the yonngest son of a f.unily of four children 
of Joseph :ttii! Ada (Parker) Peck, natives of 
Vermont and Connecticut. During his in- 
fancy bis parents moved to Oneida county, 
where bia jontb and early manhood were 
passed; he attended the common schools and 
received some academic training. In 1838, 
at the a«re of tivpiity one years, he came to 
Wisconsin, and tor ten years was engaged in 
agrienlrnral pursuits. Then he took up ear* 
pentty« which trade be had learned while a 
resident of Green Bay» 'Vl^sconsin. Bein*' 
ill! pressed tliat La Crusse won Id h<» a wood 
business center, he decided to locate here, his 
first introdaetion to the plaee heing in 1851, 
when he was employed to bnild a dwelling 
for Rev. W. ir. ( 'ttrd, a Baptii^t minister of 
this city. Ilfi fn! Io«'ed Hnildinrrand contfact- 
ing for some years, principally at Onulaska, 
where he resided until 1864. 

In 1868 Mr. Peek was elected Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of La CrossJc county, a position 
he lield for six vears. In -Iiilv. IsTTl. lie wns 
appointed l)y the Judges ot the United .^tati s 
Court to the othce of Clerk of the L'nitt^d 
SUtea Circuit and Oistriet Courte» which 
position ho has since held, a period of twenty- ^ 



one years. Fe has been United States Court 

Commissioner about eighteen years. In 

connection with lii.s otlicial Liisincs-- he at- 
tends to a large insurance business, and loans 
money. 

He has been twice married; first, to Miss 

Lucinda Hickey, a native of New York, who 
was the mother of fonr children: Joseph, a 
retiident of Onalaska; Cecelia, wife of H. 
Smith, a resident of Grant's Pass, Oregon 
Hattie, the wife of W. fl. Wadsworth, a 
resident of MadeHa, Minnesota; and one diild 
that died in infancy. Mrs. Peck died in 
1850, and si.x years afterward Mr. Peck was 
marrieJ to Mies Carrie M. Lawrence, a native 
of the Empire State. No children have been 
born of this marriage. 

Mr. Peck has be«n a incmlicr of the I. O. 
(). F. for many year.^', and wlien a yonnfrinan 
took au active part in the order. He and his 
wife are members of the Baptist Chnreh. 
Politically he affiliates with the Republican 
party, having voted with that body since its 
organization. lie is a very prominent citi- 
zen, and is universally esteemed by his a«;- 
qaaintances. In all bia oflieial positions he 
has shown nn usual capacity and an integrity 
of characrer that has placed him above the 
corrnption which has rrcpt int^ -inr pnHtieal 
system. For twelve years he lias. Wan Notary 
Pnbiic, and in this, as in every otl^er calling 
of lif^ which he has entered, he has diseharged 
i)ia duty to the best of his ability. 

f^ON. aiLBERT MOTIER WOOD^ 

WARD, of the law firm of Losey & 
Woodward, was hrirn in Watshington, 
fM-trict of Columbia, Decemlier 25, 1835. 
lie learntd the printer's trade in Baltimore, 
being apprenticed in 1860. He worked as a 
printer and proof-reader in the latter city, at 
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L'p[>er Marlborough, Maryland, mi'i Jit Wash 
itif^ton, District of Columhia, until the he 
ginning of the year 1860. In Washiuglou 
he wu employed the greater portion of the 
time on tho National InUlUgeneer. In 
February, ISGO", he removed to La Crosse, 
and entered upon the study of h\\\ in the 
oliice of Mebsmore & McKeuney. He was 
admitted to the bar at Blhck fiiver Falls, 
WiBOonatn, Judge George Gale preiiding, 
but he did not innuediately enter open the 
practice of his profession, as it wn« at this 
time tbe civil war broke over this couatry. 

He enliflted in the La Orosee Light Guard, 
Company fi. Second WisooDBia Yolnnleer 
Infantry, May 22, 1801, and was tnustered 
into the United States service for tliree years, 
June 11, 1861, at Madison, Wisconsin. He 
was with hie regiment in all the campaigns 
of the Army of the Potomac until the 
expiration of hie term of enliattnent. He 
rewired various promotions, as follows: 
Oixleriy Sergeant in September, 1861; Second 
Lieutenant in August, 18G2; First Lieuten- 
ant in Septemtter, 1862, and Adjutant of hie 
regiment in June, 1863. He was actini; Aid- 
de-Cniii[) oT the First Britrndo, Fir.st Division, 
First Army Corps (General Jame^ S. Wadf^- 
worth's Division), at the battle of Gettys- 
burg. In this engagement he received a 
■evere gunshot wound in the right fbre*arm. 
W\i ^prvices as Aid-de-Camp were continued 
tluririj^ the Wilderness campaign, May 5 to 
June 11, 1864, his division being then a part 
of the Fifth Corps. He was mustered out of 
service at Madieon, WiMonain, June 30,1864, 
when he returned to La Crosse. 

In April of the following year he was 
elected City Attorney, in ^toveinber, I860, 
he was elected Dietriet Attorney of La 
Crosse county, and was re-elected in 1867, 
1869 and 1871. He formed a law partner- 
ship with S. S. Burton in January, 1868, 



wliicli contiiiiK-i] until 1876. In 1874 he was 
eltctt'd Mayor of La Crn«se, and discharged 
the duties uf this office two years. He was 
again elected City Attorney of La CnMee in 
April, 1876, and held that position for suv. 
eral years. He was a delegate to the Na- 
tional Lihfral Convention at Cincinnati in 
1872, and was a delegate to tlie National 
Detnocratie Convention in the same city in 
1880. In 1882 he was elected a member of 
Congress from the Seventh District of Wis- 
consin, hnt wa^ dofeuted when n candidate 
for re-election in 1884; he was the Detno- 
cratie candidate for Governor of Wisconsin 
in 1886, and was a delegate at large from 
Wisconsin to the National Democratie Con- 
vention at St. I.nins in 1888, and served as 
chairman of the delegation. January 1, 1889, 
ciie present law partnership of Loaey & 
Woodward was formed. 

1*^1 E. POLLEYS, one of the represeut- 
Wmfi '^^'^^ citiaens of La Crosse and 
I'-T^Ti o ex-City Clerk, wa» bom in the town 
of liarlng, Washington county, Maine, May 
4. 1S51, and h a son of William H. and 
Uora A. (Woodcock) Folloys, natives of 
I Nova Scotia aud Maine respectively; the 
I father was a Inmljerinan in Maine, and en- 
gaged in that business at an early day. He 
' came Wpf^t in 1819 when a tradinc; post waa 
all that was visible of Minneapolis; later he 
returned to Maine, and in 1866 he came to 
La Crosse; his family, however, did not come 
until the following year, when they located 
in Mtilrosc. Mr. Polleys invested in land, 
and made a beautitiil home there. For many 
years he was largely interested in the lumber 
business on Black river, and in 1870 he 
enacted a steam sawmill at I^ Crosse. In 
18b3 he embarked in the luml)er business in 
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Georgia, anJ built ii large sttniin Hawmill :it 
BHinbricigt;, which was afterward deatroyed 
bj fim. After tM« li« retnrned to M elroM 
where h« HOW lives. He huaMiBtod intteri- 
nlly in the growth and progress of this county, 
an<l has lent a helping liaml to all timterinl 
iiiiproveiiifnts. IIoeujoyBthe liigbeat respect 
of the entire oommnmly. He » now in his 
tixty-ninth yeur; bis wife died in Jnne,l887, 
ngud tifty-eight years. Her life was one of 
great activity, and she was a woman of rai-e ' 
force of character, giving a strong vitality to 
any €»uie die aspouied. Sbe wu « member 
of the First Beptiet Cbureh^ and was an un- 
tiring worker in the church and Sabbath- 
sphool. To Mr. am! Mrs. Po1!pv« were horn 
four children: W. E., the subject of this no- 
tice; Edgar II., Abner D. and Frank O. 

W. E. PoUeye was edncated at Oalesville, 
Wisconsin, and at the La Crosse Business 
College, being graduated from the hittt-r in- 
stitution in 1871. lie was bookkeeper for 
his father, and continued in that capacity for 
six years, when be and his brother, Edgar H., 
succeeded hie father at LaCaosse in the lum- 
ber bnsines-j, the firm nntne hoing Polleys 
Bros, They carried on the but^iness until 
1884, when they sold out aud embarked in 
tbe Inmber bnsinees at Bainbridge, Georgia; 
there they w^re burned out within a year's 
tirnc, nn<l r<*tnrned to I. a Crosse. They are 
DOW eiiga^'ed in the logging business on the 
Chippewa river, and are meeting with grati- 
l^ng auocesa. 

Mr. Polleys was eieeted Clerk of La Crosse 
in 1887, and was re-elected in lS8i<, serving 
two tenn«, with a high d^ne ot satisfaction 
to his constituency. 

He was nnited in marriage, September 4, 
1878« to Miss Emma L Edwards, a danghter 
of George Edwards, and to them was I>orn 
one child. Irene E. The mother was called 
from this life June 11, lb91, at the age ot 



tliirty-Pt'veii vesirs. Siie was a woman of the 
rarest traits ot ch&ravter, de voted to her home 
and &mily, and beloveil by a wide circle of 
acquaintance. She was a member of the 
Congregational Church Society. Mr. Polleys 
is one of the progressive buginess men of I-a 
Cro&se, and has always favored those move- 
ments whieh have been along the line of ad- 
vancement. Politieally he is identified with 
the Republican party, and is thoroughly 
posted upon all the leading issues of that 
body. 

'■■■■ C ' iK ' 3 

ATliK ' K' K K A VEN Y, who has for m any 
years en connected with the railroad 
bosinessin La Crosse oouoty, was born 
in Ireland in 1881, a son of John and Mary 

(Feincy) Keaveny. The father died in his 
native laud, and the motlier is still living, 
now a resident of Lu Crosse, at the age of 
eighty-six years. They had born to them 
eight children, seven of whom are living, 
four Ni)t)s and three daughters, all having 
homes in I, a Crosse. Patrick Keaveny, the 
subject of the following biography, acquired 
an education in the old country, and was 
trained to the pursuit of afcricoltnre. Until 
lie was thirty- live years of ago he ioUowed 
this calling, and then, believing greater tip. 
portnnities wonld l^e <dren'ii iiim in Ainericji 
than in his own c-ountry, he emigrated to the 
United States. The first work he did waa 
in Memphis, Tennessee, where he remained 
about six months; thence he came to La 
Crosse, arriving hero in 18(16. The river 
packet biiainess was then in its prime, and 
for two years Mr. Keaveny was in the employ 
of Davidson A Co., in their packet ware* 
house. 

In ISfiS he began liie career as a railroad 
man, in the employ of (he Chicago, Miiwau- 
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kee & St. Paul liailroad Company, and after , 
a few year* of fitithfal aerviee 1)« wm made | 

flection foreman, a position he ttill lioMg. 
Duringhi!* twrnty-one yparsVoiinoctioti willi 
this road, there has never bef'ii iiii ncci'lent 
that was dne to his neglect, which ie, indeed 
a comforting reflection. 

Mr. Keaveny is a member of the Ancient 
Order of TTilx-niiiing, of the Ciidiolic- Knights 
of Wifconsiii, and <if the Totnl Abstinence 
Society. In politics he is independent, sup- 
porting tHote men wbom he eeteema best 
fitted for the discharge of the dntips of pub- 
lic office. 

In l^^r»2 lie was united in raarriagp. in Ire- 
land, to Miss Bridget Walsh, a danghter of 
John and Catharine (Cnsaok) Walsh. Mrs. 
Eeavenj'e father waa a farmer bj oocnpation, 
and lived and died in his own country; her 
mother still survives, a resident of the Kmer- 
ald It>le. Mr. and Mrs. Keavenj are the 
parents of six ebildren, five of whom are liv- 
ing: Mary, the wifti of £. J. £el1ey, of the 
hoard of }>ublic works, LaOroBFe; OHthnrinc, 
the wife of Williiun Cra|:ren, h the motlier <tf 
throe children; John isliving in Washington; , 
Sabine and Delia are both in La Crosse; 
Bridget died at the age of three years, five 
months and three <l8y8. The family are all t 
devoot members of the Catholic Cbnrch. 

fOriN M. GUILDERS, senior membcrof 
the firm of .T. ^f. CliiMers & Co., cat - 
stone contractors, is a native of the State 
of Ohio, born at Letartvillu, Meigs county, 
May 'iAh 1861, and is a son of Samnel and 
Edith (Brad field) Childer^. The father was 
a shoemaker Ity trade, and wa^; a native of 
Virginia. The Bradtield anti Ohilders fami- 
lies were descended from the bame ancestors. , 
Abont the year 1858 Samnel It Childers ' 



removed with his family to La Crosse, 
coming from Hason via the Ohio river down 
to the Mississippi, and thence up the latter 
river to I, a Cnxse, where our subject passed 
hip von til. Here he lenrned the stone- 
cutter's trade, and has bince Fehrnary 17» 
1869, been tdentiiied with thia indnstry. In 
188B he formed a partoenhip with Thomas 
O'Conner for the purpose of enterinjj into 
the stone contracting hnsiness, and they liave 
built up a large and prosperous trade. 

Mr. Childers was nnitwl in marriage, Jnne 
11, 1880, in the city of La Crosse, to Miss 
Minnie B. Brabender, of this place, a danph- 
ter of Jacob Rraheruler, a tiative of Ger- 
many. Of this union two sons have been 
bom: John M., Jr., Jnne 2S, 1884, and 
Oeorge Roy, September 25, 1880. 

Mr. Childers is a man of broad public 
pjMrit, and ha- lilierally eu8taine<l thune 
movements wiiitili liave had for their object 
the npbnilding of the city and county. He 
is an active member of the Bnilders* Ex- 
change of La Crosse^ and is numbered among 
the leading bnaineaa men. 

NGUS CAMERON, of La Crosse, was 
liorn in the town of Caledonia, Livings- 
ton county. New York. July 4, 1826. 
He received an academic education, read law 
at Bnffalo, and graduated from the National 
Law School at Liallstcm, Saratoga couuty, 
New York. He was admitted to the bar at 
Albnnv in April. 

Ho married Mary i^aker, of Urbana, Steu- 
ben county. New York, February 81, 185ft, 
and removed to La Crosse in 1857. 

He was fi ITU inbcrof the Wisconsin Senate 
in 1863, 1804, 1871 find 187^. and of the 
Assembly of AYiscousiu in 186tj and 1807, 
and was Speaker of the Assembly in 1867. 
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He WBR a liegent of the Univenity of 
Wisoonein for nine years, from 1866 to 1876, 
and was United States Senator from Wiscnn- 
8it) f >r ten yean, from March 4, X87&t to 
March 4. 1886. 

^),,'REDERICK WTLTJAM MOI LD, |.l.n- 
tographer, 413 Soiitli Third strecl, La 
Croiise, is a native of Baraboo, Wiscon- 
sin, bom March 4, 1857. His parents, 
Matthew and Jane (Islip) Mould were natives 
nf Eiirrla'id, tin; f;itli<*r Ikmiu' Itoni ii\ North- 
amptonsliiro.and tiie ni otluT in Lincolnshire. 
Tiiey emigrated to America in 1850, and 
loci^ed ill Kew|K)rt, New York, where they 
resided six or seven years, subsequently re- 
mother still resides. The father died in 1890, 
at sixty-seven years of age. 

Of the family tliere were tlirec sons and 
two danghtws, of whom Frederick W. is the 
yonngest; Mary J* is the widow of A. An> 
drews; Mattie married Henry Marriatt; 
Matthew Hphtv tnarricd Mifis Jennie I^iick- 
ley; he is engaged in the book and stationery 
business at Baraboo; Sinnnons I, married 
Mis» Emma Bardiek of Madison, WisoooMn, 
end is a photographer at Baraboo. 

Frederick W. leceived liis cfltifatiun in tlio 
public schools of Barabuo, and then l>eguii 
the stndy of photography witli hi* father, 
who liad followed tliat profession since 1857. 
In 1880 he established himself in bnoiness in 
La Crosse, lieinjif HssociHtiHl for a time with 
bis father. In the spring of 188m he became 
sole owner of the busiaoss and has since oon- 
dneted it alone. He employes all of the 
lateet improvements in the photographic art, 
and uses tht* instantaneous process. His 
work is tirst class in every respect, and his 
patronage extends throughout this and two 
adjoining eoonties; and he doee a larger 



business than any other photographer in 
Western Wisconsin. He also does very fine 

work in India ink and crayon. 

Mr. Mould was united in marriage Sep- 
tember 3, 1881, to Mies Julia E. Sorensen of 
Madison, Wisconsin. She was horn in that 
city DeeemW 8, 18K9, and is a daughter of 
David T. Sorensen, a prominent lumber 
dealer and contractor of Madison. Mr. and 
Mrs. Mould are the parents of two children: 
Ida Florence, born Jaunary 5, 1884, and 
Qertrnde Lore, horn September 28, 1890. 
Mr. Mould is independent in politit al matters 
and sustains no soetety or church relations. 

fEOKGE W. BIUCE, real-estate dealer. 
La Crosse, Wi.-consin, — At the present 
time there is ^reat activity in the realty 
market, and it is safe to say that never l>efore - 
in the history of the city have such advan- 
tages been <tfered to aeenre desirable property. 
Among those active in real-eatate operations 
is George W. Brice, who is also eui»;aged in 
the loan and iueurance business at 116 2s'orth 
Third street. He is a native of Fratiklta 
county, Berkshire township, Ymnont, born 
February 9, 1836, and is a son of Alexander 
and fiUcy (W^lh^^^ Briee, natives of ^ew 
London, Connecticut, and Uutland, Vermont. 
The father was a farmer in early life, but 
later engaged in otlier operations. He was a 
private in the war t>f 1812, and for services 
rendered rii-civel a pension; he cariio to 
Wisconsin in 1848, and with his family set- 
tled on a farm at Sugar Creek, Walworth 
county, where they remained until 1856; in 
that year they came to I«a Crosse county and 
settled on what is known as Brioe's prairie. 
There the parents died, and their remains 
were interred in the cemetery near the old 
homestead. Of the ten children bom of tliis 
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anion, two died in csrly childhood, fonr ' 
daagbter& remained in the East, and four sons 
came West. The fiith«r's defttk ooeurred No- 
vttttiW 11, 1874, in h» eiglitj-tixth jmr, 
sod the mother died Jnly 26, 1865, at the 
age of eeventy-two years. Tliey were for 
many years devout ineinbera of the Methodist 
Epiwopal Obarsb. Of their aoDS, Ch«rle» 
C. is now living at Uillhnnt, in the State of 
Waahinj(ton; Milton and Goui;j;e ^V. enlisted 
on the same day, Ft'i>rii;irv 2s, IStiH, in rntn- 
pany 1, Thirty-sixth Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry, Army of the Fotomae; another aon, 
liobert, enlislad February 25th of the raTne 
yeu*, in ihe »aine company. Their regiment 
was in the hattle at the crossing of the North 
Anna, the Petersburg campaign, Spottsyl- 
vania and Cold Harbor; in the last battle, 
June 8, 1864, Milton Briee wa« killed; he 
was but thirty-two years of ago. At tlietime 
of the siuTL'iiJcr. riHir^'O W. I'lice wns nc:ir 
Appomattox on his way t'roiu r>ii( k"s Kun, 
Id June, 1S65, the rc-gimcnt was sent to 
LoniBviUe,Kentu<)]cy,and there ranstered out 
of service, Jnly 12, of the Same year. 

Alter the war, fHrmiii<T engaged the atten- 
tion uf Mr. Brice, until 1870, when \w em- 
barked in the farming implement and piiinp 
baeinees,in whiebhe wasnnnsnallysncoemfu), 
oontinuing the same until his election to the 
ofSce of Registrar of Deeds for La Crosee 
coniitv. 

Mr. Brice has had an extensive experience 
in ofiQdal lifew He held the position of Oon- 
stable the first year he vaa » voter, and later 

was elected .Tustic-e of the Peace; he was 
elected AssrssDr of t!ie town of Onnlaska in 
1870, holding that position aix years, and 
served on the Coanty Board abontnine years, 
being chairman of the same three years. He 
was elected Registrar of Deeds in 18S t, and 
served six years, tliree terms, in that capacity. 
A inauiy and trustworthy character only could | 



' have inspired snch POTifidence and a faithful 
performance of duty only uould have secured 
its oontinuanoe. In all his official relations 
lie rendered a high degree of eatisfaetioo. 
He wasagaiti elected Sopervisor in the r^pring 
of 1891, for the Fourteenth Ward of the 
city. 

He is sueoeeding well in the real-eetate 
and insnranoe business, and has earned a 

well- merited reputation for the conscientious 
and efficient manner with which he coinlnete 
Hllaii'8 iutruated to his care, lie is holding 
his third oommission as Notary Public 

Mr. Brice was married Hay 8, 1861, to 
Miss Eliza Gonrtright, a native of Illinois, 
anJ a daughtor of Ansel Conrtris^lit, who 
went to California in 1849, and died there 
some time tho following year. The children 
bom of this union are: Harvey 0., who ie a 
civil engineer and has in the employ of 

tltoCrreat Northern Uailroail for four years; 
he has al.'^oheld the office of (Jounty Snrveyor 
one term; Robert K. is a clerk in the insur- 
ance business with his ftither whom he served 
as Deputy Re<?igtrarof Deeds during hie lust 
term in that office; Florence, who died at tlie 
age of two years; and Myrtle (t., still living. 
Mrs. Hrioe is a member or the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

Mr. Brice has passed through all Uie«haira 
of Odd Fellowship, is also a memlx^r of the 
blue lodge, A. F. & A. M., havings been W. 
M. of the lodge at Onalaska for two yeara; 
he beion|ip idao to the chapter and v>m^ 
mandry. In polities he has always been ac- 
tively identified with the Ilepnblican party. 
In hnfiinpps affairs he has been quite prosper- 
ous; had his only pur{>ose been to accumulate 
he would to-day take high rank among the 
wealthy men of La Crosse, but his aim has 
K-en loftier, nobler; his means have been diC' 
tt'iliiift^d witli n lilMTiil hand n» many c^n 
I attest, and those who have sought his aid 
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have been getieroiisly helped along life's 
ragged pathway. In his tnteroonne with bis 
IsUow-eitiseas, be has been found trae to 

every trust, competent anH faithful in every 
pofiitioii to wliich lie has been called, honor- 
able and upright to the ututost degree. 



J RAM O. MITJ.ER, Eclectic physician 
and snrgeuii, La Crosse, Wiecoosia, waa 
born at Virgil, Cortland county, New 
Toric, March SO, 1885, and is a son o! Ben- 
jamin and Jalia (Garrett) M i 1 ler. The mother 
was horn Ht Sliaron, Connecticut, oT Ennrjifih 
ancestry; the father was a native of Willianis- 
town, MassacbuBetts, and was a lineal do- 
seendant of the honse of Hamilton. The 
paternal grandfather of our suUjcct died at 
the age of ninety-nine years from the effect.'^ 
of a fall; he was a school teacdier for more 
than forty years. The family was one of 
professional men, numbering among the dif- 
ferent generations many educators; they were 
large of «tatiirp. somp Tiipasiiring six feet, 
tliree and a hall inches, and were a long-lived 
race. Hiram G. is the eldest 8on and second 
child in a family of eleven children. At the 
age of eleven years he removed with his 
father's family to Peoria, Illinois, where he 
received his elemcntnry f;lncntion ; lie pntcred 
Shurtlelf College at Alton, illiiiuii!., in l>i47, 
and two years later he was caught in that 
mighty tide of emigration that swept to the 
gold tields of California; he went overland 
via the southern route, and was enga^jed in 
mining in the Yoba River locality for two 
years, meeting with £ur Sttccess. 

When he returned to his home be began 
the study of medicine under the prcceptorship 
of Dr. L. C. McKenricy. at Hnrlington, Iowa; 
he pursued his studies for five years, and 
then engaged in practice ut Kusefield, Illinois. 



He afterwards entered tlie Eclectic Medical 
Institute at Oincinnati, from which he was 
graduated in 1860. Ue then removed to 
\a Cros.se, where he has devoted himself to 
his profession for the past twenty-three 
years. He has been eminently successful, 
and bas estabiished a fine reputation as a 
slcillfnl and trustworthy physician. His pa* 
tients are not found alone in La Crosse 
county, but come from di?stant points. 

Dr. Miller was married July 16, 1868, to 
Miss Virginia E. McKennoy, elde«t daugliter 
of Dr. L. C. and Lndnda (Clarke) MeEenney, 
of La Crosse, Wisconsin. Dr. McKeuney, 
who was the tutor of Dr. Miller. wa« a prom i 
nent physician in Burlington, luwa, but upon 
his removal to La Crosse he turned his at< 
tention to the law, in order to avoid the 'ex- 
posure attendant upon active medical practie.e. 
He died in this city April 19. 1SS7; his 
widow is still living, and resides in LaCrosse. 
There were seven children in the McKenney 
family, four of whom are living. To Dr. 
and Mrs. Miller have been born live children: 
Lewis Tteiijiunin, .Tame* r,( ,-,lie, and Charles 
Will it!, are deceased; V^irginia E. and Hiram 
G , J r.. are aged eleven and eight years re- 
spectively. Mrs. Mil ler is a worthy member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The 
Doctor is an active memV)er of the Prohibi- 
tion party, having allied himsolf with thnt 
moral reform in 1887. He was formerly a 
Democrat. 



HARLES J. ALDEN, United Statea 
Pension Claim Agent and War Claim 
Attorney, La Crosse, was l>om in Mon- 

roeton, Bradford COnn^, I'ennsylvania, July 
5, 1844. From an examination of a carefully 
prepared genealogical record, we find that our 
subject ia a direct descendant of John Alden, 
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who landed on Plymouth Rock December 
JO. ItJiO. Tlie pureiite of ^fr, Alden were 
Sjlvester W. and Fraoces (Wilcox) Alden, 
nativM of Brmlford county, Ptiiufcylvatiia. 
The father wm horn Htreh 19, 1810, und the 
mother July 31, 1815. The former was a 
eon of Tifrmtliv Alih ti, he tlie t^on of Israel, 
ho the b.ecoiid gon ol liev. Noah Alden, and 
he, the jouugegt bon of John Alden, boru iu 
1694, fttid he the eon of Joeepb, brirn in 16S4, 
and he the son of John Alden, from whom 
the faniily in Airit rica Iiu8 eprnng; lie was 
horn in Dnxbury. England, in 151W. The 
Tlie father of our Mihject removed hi& family 
to Wieeonein, and became heaTily interested 
in Inuihering in the vicinity of Green Bay, 
at which place he died July IB, 1881. Hie 
wW'v died at Monroeton, I'enrH^lvnnia, Aug- 
UBt 29, 1847. Two 6on6 cuinprit'ed their 
fimiily, De AlaMon T. being the elder, and 
Cliarlen J. the yonnger. The bruthera en- 
listed in Company H., Twenly-firft "\Vii;c( n- 
ein Volunteer Infantry, .Atiyn^t 15, 1^(12. 
De Alaot'on died of di^ea£c contracted in the 
eervice, J one 2, 1864. Charlea J. had a 
peonliar and varied military caret-r. His first 
initiation being in Kentucky in pursuit of 
tlie n hel General Brpgg. Ho first jiurtici- 
paftd in hattle at Ferry ville; liere hiii regi- 
ment Miffered terribly, and after participating 
in many olhf r battles he was dirabled from 
aetiveEcrvice and declared untit lor diitv- He 
WHS as-fsifintd todntyiit (Icnrui! rarrin^tdn's 
head-qiinrlerd at Indianapoli.-, huiiiina; later 
on lie was iraneferred to the headquarters of 
General Hovey, where he served imtil the 
close of the war. He was mustered oat of 
service June 30, 18G5. 

He tltfti joined his father at Green Bay, 
Wiecoui^iii, and waii engaged in the lumt>er 
business until 1870, when he located at To- 
mah, Monroe county, 'Wisconsin, where he 
embarked in the mercantile trade; he had a 



branch establishment in Oakdale, Wisconsin. 
In 1876 lie turned hii^ nttontioii to agricnlt- 
ure and operated a liarm tor three years. He 
was married at New Lisbon, Wisounsin, Sep- 
tember 10, 1872, to Antoinette, daughter of 
Joseph and Dorcas Davidson. To them four 
children have bet-n horn; Frano's May, Syl- 
vester W., Leola and Charles J., Jr. Mr. 
Aldeu i» a iiepubiican in politics. Ue be- 
longs to the Knights of Pythias, to the I. O. 
O. F., and to Wilson Oaldwell Post, No. 88, 
G A K. 

fcsome twelve years ago .Mr. Alden engaged 
in the penbion and war-claims business, and 
established an oflioe at Tomah, Wisoonain. 
Subsequently he remored to fiparia, and after 
three years there he canio to La Crosse, the 
rapid increase of his business rendering' it 
necessary for him to place himself within 
reach ol better railroad and mail faoilitiea. 
During the year just passed 35,000 let- 
ters were sent out from his office, bc^i(!^■s 
ninny thousand circiilars. Fully ;|2,000 
are spent annually in advertising. lie has 
been instrnmental in seenring the allowance 
of claims from every State in the Union. A 
close application to business, with ample fa- 
cilities and access to record? renders Mr. 
Aiden a very euccest^ful practitioner in liis 
line. He has aoenmulated valuable records 
and information relative to the pension laws, 
having full lile^ of ci^cl)1arr^ :ind legal docu- 
ments issued by tlie I'ciiiiion Department. 
To give an idea of hit^ increase of business 
since 1883, it may be noted that the uuiuber 
of claims allowed in that year was seventy, 
two, and in 1890, 937. 

2 2 ' 

^m ATT. WA^^'EB(), dealer iu staple 
g^id^ and fancy groceries, flour, proviakms, 
^InRp^ choice bntter, etc, at La Crosee, 
Wisoonain, has gained a front position in hia 



ItlOGRAPHWAL BTSTORY. 



line of trade, and nninbera emong his patrons 
aome of the beet families of the eity. The 

Btock he Wirries consiste of a full line of the 
choicest articles to bo t'ound in the tnnrket, 
and are to be obteiued at most reasonable 
prices. Mr. Wanndto wts bom in Norway, 
August 18, 18S1, being the youngest vt four 
children born to liin parents, wlio were born, 
reared ,irid died in Norway. Two of the ' 
children, besides the subject of this sketch, 
reside in La Croese county, and one resides 
on a farm In Minnesota. On a farm in Nor- 
way Matt. Wiannebo wa^^ reared, but in 1870 
he came to America and e^ttled in L:» Crofpe 
countv, and for suin*^ tiinn worked liy the 
month ou a farm, liis brother Andrew Pi- 
tied on a farm here in 1805; Otto came to 
this country in 1867, and the sister Annie, 
who heeame thf 'v-fc of Lonic Kiuid^eii, 
came thithtir in I'ltiU. After one yo.ar bpent 
as a farm hand, Matt, Waniiebo went to tlie 
jHoeriee of Wisconsin, where he worked as a 
miliwright for ei|;ht years, after which he re- 
turned to La Crosse and built tlie handtome 
store buildin^T in which he is now doinfr 
business. Its dimensions are 24x80, two 
stories in height, and it is located in a oon- 
▼enient district for trade, at the oomer of 
Clinton and Caledonia streets. Every facil- 
ity for the prompt tran.eaction of bnsineps is 
here to be found, and iu all respects it is an | 
A 1 house and a representative one in the 
groeery bnslness of the ei^. Butter and 
BfrgB are received direct from the producers, 
and all kinds of tlu> bent fruit and vegotaltlt';'! 
that are in season are to be obtained at his 
establishment. Upon coming to America he 
was compelled to borrow money with which 
to pay his passage, bnt he is now in inde- 
pendent circumsfancr'?! and lias the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that his present miceess iu 
due to hit* own pluck and industry, lie is a 
broad-spirited, liberal-minded man, of the 



highest business <»pacity, and honored in all 
circles of society. lie has hdd the positions 

of Alderman and Supervisor with ability and 
to the aatisfaction of hi.-^ constitticntH. He 
is a liepublican in politics, and his intlueuce 
has always bees ^ven in support of educa- 
tional, social and moral interests^ fieptem- 
l)er 27, 1882, his marriage to Miss Otilia 
' Evansson WHt« relcljrated. Her parents were 
natives of Morway, and ijer mother is now 
an old resident of La Crosse county. Uer 
father was a soldier in the Union army 
during the liebellion, serving from the be- 
t'lniiirif; until the cluee. Mrs. Wannelto and 
a single daughter, Emma, are their only sur- 
viving children, the latter being also a resi- 
dent of La Crosse. Mr. and Mrs. Wannebo 
are the parents of the following children: 
Henry, Morris, Arthur, Geor<^e :ind Fva. 
Mr. Wannebo is a tiicmber of the 1. <j. O. F., 
of which he is a zealous and active member. 

ARSHALL UONANT, a highly re- 
spected citizen of La Crosse, Wis- 
consin, was bora at Malone, Frank- 
lin county, New York, and is the youngest 
son of Leonard and Eunice (Rates) Conant. 
His parents were natives of Windsor county, 
I Vermont, and removed to New York alK)Ut 
1820, where they were married, at Fort Cov- 
ington. The paternal grandfather was bora 
at Bridgewater, Massaobnsetta, January 28, 
1758; the maternal frrandfather, Joseph 
Bates, was bom at Middlel)oro, Massafdni. 
setts, March 10, 1762, and was a soldier in 
the BcTolntlonary war; he married Miss 
Lucy Lee, who was born in Windsor county, 
Vermont, October 28, 1701; ..he died at Ma- 
lone, IS'ew York, July 13, 18f)2, in her 

I ninety -eighth year. The mother of our sab- 
jeot was born November 24^ 1706, and died 
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ftt Malone, New York, February fi, 1880. 
His fatlicr wae twice married; his tirst wife 
was MisB Lucy Cleveland, a uative of Puiu- 
fret, Vermont, and one eliild was bora of the 
anient Locy, who married Henrj P. Jad- 
BOn. There were two children of the t>ecoud 
marriage: Azro B.. now a rt>-iiieiit of Ma- 
lone, JSew York, and the snhject of thi« 
notice. 

UaTBhall Conant waa educated in the 

public tttilioob and at Franklin Academy, 
Malone, New York. At tlie carlv ajjfe of 
sixteen yeare he began teaching school, and 
followed the profeesiou until 184S; during , 
these ;pearB hie leisure time waa devoted to | 
the study of law. In his youth he was a | 
nuisie pupil of Lowell Mason, nf lioKton, ami ' 
eang onp t^eaeon in his choir, lie wn.s present j 
at the noted celebration on Bunker Mill, June 
17, 184d, when Daniel Webster deli%'ered his 
memorable oration on tlie completion of the 
Bunker Uill niontinient. lie taught both 
vcK-al !Ui<1 inptnitnental imiKic until 1*^4^, 
wlien he wai» adiuitted to practice m an at- 
torney at a general term of the Supreme 
Cunrt at Canton, St. Lawrence oonnty. New 
York, lie was engaged in legal work at 
Maloiiy, XfW York, until October. 1851, 
when he wae appointed to a potiitiou in the 
general offices of what is now known as the 
Vermont Central Railway system. He wa» 
promoted from one position to another until 
he was made chief clerk, having cliarp-" of wW 
the books of the company. In December, 
1866, he came West as land commissioner 
for the SoRtfaera Minnesota Railroad Com- 
piUiv, aixi >-rr\ it) that capacity until Au- 
gust, ls72, with headquarters at La Crosse, 
Wisconsin. Subsequently the ofKees were 
removed to Wells, Minnesota, l>ut were re- 
turned to La Crosse in 1878, when lie again 
entered the employ of the company. At tlie 
end of three years the entire business was 



sold to the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Kailrijjui Company, when he embarktHl in the 
reubeetate business on his own aucount. 

Hr. Conant was married Jnne 6, 1849, to 
Miss Caroline F. Man, a native of West 
Constable, New York, and a daughter of 
Ebenezer and Caroline Man. nati\ tr- uf New 
Haven, Addisou county, Vermont. Her 
mother was bom August 23, 1802, her 
maiden name being Boyt; the father was 
born April 26, 1798; they were married 
April 2"), 1S22. and six children were born 
to them, two of whom are now living. Mr. 
and Mrs. Conant are the parents of two chil- 
dren: Eben Leonard was bom February 12, 
1851, and May C, May 22, 1866. The eon 
iti eiiipluvL'd ill bis fatlicr't' office; both ohil- 
dreu arc iiii inarricil. .Mr. Conant has all his 
life been a close student; he takes a deep in- 
terest in the study of astronomy, and is ex- 
ceptionally well informed upon this science, 
while his musical education is worthy of 
more than pnssing notice. He is identified 
with the liepubiican party, with whicli he 
lias voted since its organiaation. Mrs. Conant 
is a consistent member of the Congregational 
Church. 

fOtIN JAY COLK— Thesnbjeetof this 
biotrraphical sketch is a descendant of 
- V. llio esirly pettier^ of Coniieoticiit, but 
almost tUe uppustte of a i'uritan. Whether 
this is from degeneration of stock or from 
modern ideas, is for the Puritan and Agnoatie 
to answer. His grandfather, following the 
"westward course of empire,'' removed to the 
State of New York, and John Jay Cole was 
born in Albany, tlie capital of that State, 
August 29, 1824; there he lived until the 
age of thirty-two years. He reeeived a thor- 
ough literary edncation, and after pursuing 
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R conree in the study "f law and some 
experience a^ manager of a law firm, he was 
admitted to the bar of the old Supreme Court 
of Kew York, Md aepanUelj to the Oonrt of 
Chancery, in 1846. He wm Asristant Dis- 
trict Attorney nt Albfiny, find practiced his 
profeBsion in that city until hia removal to 
Wisconsin. lie settled in La Cro8«<e in 
AognBt, 18B9, and haa prttetioed Ibw there 
from that time to the present. He hat been 
a candidate for several ofBces, snch as Dis- 
trict Attorney, City Attorney, Member of 
the As«ewbij and State Senator. He would 
notaeoapt a nomimtion for any oflioB ax- 
eepting of the kind indicated, bnt he haa been 
tot many years, and is now, United States 
Commissioner and State Court Commissioner. 
Ue is a ^ood Latin and Greek scholar, reads 
both the iSarmaa and Freneh languages, 
and apeab German fluently; he i» Belf«taaght 
in the latter language, and as to general in- 
formation lie haa been ci^led a walking 
eucyclopaedia. 

His £ftther's name was John O. Cole, who 
was a Police Jndge of Albany, New York^ 
for almost forty years, being elected regard- 
less of politics by lar^c majorities and 
through many fioctuations of the party ma- 
jority in Albany. After his voluntary 
retirement from that office, he accepted the 
office of Superintendent of Public Schools of 
Albany, nii<! died while eervintr in that capa- 
city, at the aije of ciglity -(our years. TTia 
sun, Charles \V. Cole, succeeded htm lu that 
office, which he has since held. 

John J. Cole was married Ootober 18, 
1840. to Mary A. P. Loe, at Albany, New 
York; she was a (iuiighter of Thoma> Lee, a 
well-known cithsen of Albany. The trait of 
this marriage was one son, Thomas L. Ooloi 
who died in childhood, and Theodore L. Goie, 
of Washington, District of Columbia; he 
married KatA Dnnn I>ewey, a daughter of 



ex-Governor Dewey, of Wisconsin, and 
granddaughter of (Miarles Dtnin, first Cliiof 
Justice of Wisconsin, and of this union one 
child haa been bom, named Felix. After 
the death of Mary A P. Cole, in 1866, an 
interval of several years elapsed before Mr. 
Cole was married to Loaisa £. L. Smith, at 
La Crosse. 

Iliey are the parenta of two sons: Lucius 
J., born November 14, 1878, and Herbert 

Spencer Cole, born Fcbrnary 7, 1881. 

Mr. Colo'? branch of the somewhat inimor- 
ous Cole family has not traced its genealogy 
to the ancestor or ancestors who emigrated 
to America. They came from England, or 
perhaps Ireland, although of English stock. 
The Earl of Enniekillen (Ireland) is a Cole. 

The first ancestors io this country must 
have come prior to the EeTolntionary war, 
probably over 200 years ago. 

Mr. Cole's neares^t relatives live at Albany, 
New York, so tbfit he is somewhat isolated 
from his kith and kin in his Wisconsin home. 

Daring the war of the Rebellion, he was a 
War Democrat, a phrase known in that time 
aa a Northern Democrat, adhering to the 
organixation of the Nortliern Democratic 
party, but standing strongly for the Union 
i'> all the issncs of the war, hoping for the 
early success of the Morthem armies against 
the South. 




KNDELL Lv A. ANDEBSOU, H. D., 
who for nearly twenty years waa 

1^*^ actively engaged in the practice of 
medicine in La Crosfe, is deserving of the 
space that has been accorded him in this re- 
cord of the leading men of tiie eonntj of La 
Crosae. He waa bom in the town of Gray, 
Maine, September 9, 1840, and reotived his 
preparatory education in the common sohoola 
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of that place. In he entered the dor 

ham Academy, Gorbain, Maine, and whs a 
itadeut there four years. Ue then entered 
the FreBbtnan elass of Btmdoin College, but 
did not complete the course there. Having 
chosen the profession of mc'iIiiiiiL-, in the 
8i)mnier of 1*^59 hi; began tlie Btudy of the 
ecience under the preceptorship of his father. 1 
who was then a prominent [)iijsician of (4 ray. 
Maine. la the winter of 18fj0-'()l lie attended : 
medical lectures at the Collew of" PIi vpieifins 
and SiiTij^eons, New York city, and atlorwards 
continued his studies at the Portland School 
for Medical Inatrnetion nntil the antamn of 
1861, when lie enterad the regolar amj of 
the United States as a medical cadet. He 
was a«sif,fncd to duty at Annapolis, l^farvlaiid, ' 
and remained there until the fall of 
when he again attended lectnras at the Col- 
lege of Phyaieiana and Sargeons, Ifew York 
city; he was pradiiated from tliis well-known 
institution h\ Mairli, lsfi3. and in April of 
the Baiue year he was appointed Asdifitant 
Saigeon of the Thiid Marjiand Yolnnteer 
Infantry; he Mtrved with thia regiment in the 
field at Ohancellorsvill^ Gettyshurg, and in 
all its 8ir!)se<ment PTifTairemptits with tlie 
Army of tlie Potomac from the wilderness to 
Lee'S surrender. In March, 1864, Jie was 
oommiasioned Surgeon of hie r^ment with 
the rank of Migor. 

After the war wn? ended, and he rcenniod 
his professional labors, he atteii<li'>i aiiotlu^r : 
course of lectures in New York city, and 
eame to La CroMC in Febniary, 1866, and 
entered into active practice. From 18G9 to 
1873 111' wui? United States Examining Sur 
geon for pensions in this city, his territory 
including; La Crosse, La Gru.-^j>e county, itiid , 
theadjaeent ooantry. Ho was city physician of 
La CroMe from 1870 to 1875, and again from 
1877 to 1881. lie wasamomherof the Wis- 
oonain State Medical Society from lb71 until 



lie retired from iietive jiruetiee. lie lia8 been 
a cluAe (iliulent of tile s^cieKee of niedieine, 
and during the years of his practice kept fully 
abreaat of the times in all the lateat diaeov- 
eriea and moat approved methoda of treat- 
ment. 

Dr. Anderson was pre.sident of the Board 
of Education from 1873 to 1877, and wa* 
chairman of the Demoeratie State Central 
Comniitteeinl87Sand 11^76. In September. 
I'^'^l. he wna nnmiiiatcd !iy the Democratic 
party for the office tit I.ieiiteiKiiit (tovernor of 
Wisconsin, and was at the time again made 
chairman of the Demoeratie State Committee; 
ho served in the latter capacity uoti) June, 
1S85, when he resigne*! the position, having 
hecn ayipointcd by President rieveland, 
(Jonsul (ieneral to Montreal. He dibchar^ed 
the duties of thia offloa nntil July, 1889, 
when 1)0 returned to hia home. ■ 

Dr. Anderson was married in March, 1864, 
to Miss Susie M., daughter of John O Small, 
of Boston, Massaeliusetts. Of this union six 
^fldren have bem bom, three of whom sur- 
vive: John W., the eldeat, waa educated in 
the pnhlic schools of this city, spent one year 
at Cornell College, and entered the law defwirt- 
nient of the University of Michigan; he was 
graduated from this school in 1890, and is 
now praetidng law in Detroit, Michigan; 
Greeley S. is employed in the La Crosse Na- 
tional Hanlc. and Spencer E. is in school; the 
other three ciiildreii died in infancy. 

The Doctor, "with a few other gentlemen of 
philanthropic spirit, waa instrumental in 
organizing the La Crosse Lihrary Association 
in 1878; the association i^ still in existence, 
altlioni^li under another name. The Dot^tor 
was chairman of the lecture committee for 
several years, and devoted himself earnestly 
to the success of the enterprisea. To all 
those persons who have interested themselves 
In snpplyiog standard literature to the youth 
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of I>a Grosso, a lasting ilobt of f^nilitude in 
due, and the service cannot be too highly ap- 
preciated. Dr. Audersou belongs to the 
Maaonie fraternitj, thoagh he ia not in active 
membership, 

tLBE RT BELLERUE, one of the leading 
phurmemeta of Lb Croeee, it en Ameri- 
can citizen by adoption. He was born 
in Norway, at Kongsber^, June 18, 1849, 
and is a sou of Halvar and Elisabeth (Bryhn) 
Beilenie. The fetlier wm e meroheDt by oc. 
capetion, and when Albttt waa fifteen jean 
of age removed with his family to Chris- 
tiania. In tliis city onr snhjcct jrrew to man- 
hood, and received a thorongii education in 
the public echouls; this excellent iD»t4>uutioD 
was enpplemented hj a literary and daaaieal 
eonree of ^tndy in the high school of Konge- 
berg. ii;iving chosen the profossion of Phar- 
macy lor his life work, iie entered the Uni- 
versity of Cbristiania, where he completed a 
verj exhauatiTe couiae of atudj, and waa 
gradnated from the pharmaceatieal depart- 
ment. 

In 1876, he crossed the peu to America, and 
located in La Crosse, where he secured em- 
ployment aa a dark for a time. He next 
apent aix months in Chicago, returning at the 
end of that period to I>a Crosse. In 1878, 
he went to I'lair, Wisconsin, and there estab- 
lished a business which he has since conducted ; 
he remained ther^ himself, bnt two years, 
coming hade lo La Oroaae in 1880. He then 
parchaeed the business of "Mr. neyenlnlil, 
and in thia enterprise he has met with loarked 
success. 

Mr. Bellerue waa vnited in marriage in La 
Croeae, Wisconsin, to Misa Clara Jaekwits, a 

native of Norway, and a daughter of 0. R. 
Jadcwitz, a native of Ghriatianta. Two aons 



and one daughter have been born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Bellerue: Victor, Helen and Alb(»rt. 

Mr. Bellerue is a member of the Norden 
Society, of the Norwegian Workioginen'a 

Society, and of the WiacODUn Pharmaoenti' 

cal Association. IK' is a man of intelligence, 
thoroughly well posted in his business, and 
in every way worthy of tlie contidence which 
he enjoys. 

- "'"S-MI'S 

fAMEij A. TRANE, plumber and con- 
traetor for steam and iiot*water heating 
apparatna, ia a native of Norway, bom 

at Tromsoo, on the shorea of the Baltic sea, 
April 29, 1857. He is a pon of Iiu.->iiuis and 
Christiana (Hegeluud) Trane, who eu»igrat«jd 
to America in 1864, going directly to the 
dty of La Oroaae after arriving in Mew York 
city. The father was a printer by occopation, 
and followed thi^ calling for many years; his 
death occurred March 14, 1888, and his re- 
mains were interred with the religious cere- 
moniea of the Lutheran Ohnreh. HIa widow 
atill survives. Of their family, three sons 
are livinrr: Janiei^ A., the .«!ii!)jc'ct of this 
notice; Nicholas II.. an cnoiiieer residing in 
St. i^aul; and Krnest A., associated with 
Jamea A. in bnainees. 

When Mr. T^oe waa a lad of fonrteen 
years he began to serve an apprenticeship in 
the shop of W. A. R<)09<H'e!t, and when he 
had completed his trade he worked as a jour- 
neyman ill this dty onttl 1886, when he 
embarked in bnaineaa on hia own aooonnt. 
lie liaB conducted a very sncceatfnl and well- 
ordered e8tnhli»'hinent, and haswonaplaoe in 
the iront ranks of the craft. 

He was married to Miaa Mary Miller, a 
native of Brownsville, Minnesota, adauchter 
of William and Mary (Gaab) Miller, natives 
of Germany. Of this union one aon and 
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three daugbtere have been born: Susie, Jessie, 
Benben ftnd fik«llB. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
TnsDB «re memben of tho Oolmaa HethodUt 
£pieco}>al Church, of which he ie troBtee and 
steward, lie i» one of tlie zealous members 
of the Builders' txcluinge of La Crosse; be- 
longs to the Norwegian WorkingmeD'e So- 
eielj, to the Board of l^rade, and is a stock- 
bolder of the State Fair Association. 



OR! AN WOLF, a fkrmer and stoek- 

niit-er of section 5, Bangor township, 
WH.s Imrn ill Sauk conntj, "Wiscun^iii, 
Maix'li 2S, 1S4S, a son of Andrew Wolf, now 
deceased. The latter was bom in Switzer- 
land Jnne 6, 1819, and came to the United 
States in 1840, settling at Highland, Illinois. 
Three years later lie remr)\'c<l to SauT< ronnt'v, 
Wi6Con$?in. where, May IS, ltt45, he niarried 
Cliristine Kuedj, a daughter of Florian and 
Anna Ruedy, who came to this conntj in 
1861, settling in Dutch Vallej, this township. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wolf came to this county in 
1852, settling where our subject now lives, 
which was llien a wild country, inhabited by 
Indians and wild animals. At one time * 
drunken Indian came to their hone and at* 
tacked Mrs. Wolf, who dodged his strokes 
until another Indian came along and |>pr- 
snaded him to leave her. The parents had 
seven children, only three of whom snnrive, 
namelj: Florian^ oar subject; Andrew, who 
lives in Bangor, and Christian, a resident 
of Iroquois, South Dakota. One pon, Ca.-;- 
per, died March 8, 1883, at the age of twenty- 
seven years; and a daughter, Aaua, died 
January IS, 1886. She was the wife of John 
Sehiedt, and at Iter death left live children, 
four of whom are no'.v living: Christina, 
Lizzie, Annie and Mary. Our snbjeet'.s 
brother, Andrew, married Minnie Buol, 



lives in Bangor, and has two children, Edwin 
and Eugene. Christian married Mar; Myers, 
resides in Minor county, Sontii Dakota, and 

has three children: l>oni»e, Reinhold and 
Christian. The father died May 9, 1867, 
and the mother now lives with the subject of 
tliis dcetch. 

Florian Wolf, our aafa|ect, owns a one> 
fourth interest in the Bangor Cheese Factory, 
which manufactures 500 pounds of cheese 
daily, and whicli they sell mainly tu La 
Crosse, but also ship to Winona and St. Paol. 
They make a specialty of brick and Swiss 
cheese, both of which took first premium at 
the Inter State fair at La Crosse, in 1890. 
Their American cheese also took first premium 
at the same time and place. Foliticallj Mr. 
wolf is a Democrat, but talces tittle interest 
in political matters, and, socially, he is a noem- 
her of the A. O. V . W. He lias been a 
member of the Side I'oard several years, and 
has also held school uHices. 

He was married November 28, 1807, to 
Eliea, daughter of George Scheldt, a native 
of Switzerland. Her father lived in this 
county several years, and established the 
woolen mill on Dutch Creek. The child reo 
of Florian and Eliia Wolf are: Andrew, 
Lissie, George and Christina. 



J. PAMMEL, general agent for the 
Union Central Life Insurance Com- 

* pany of Cincinnati, Ohio, for the 
We&tt-rn District of Wisconsin, was born in 
La Crosse in the first brick store building 
ever erected in the city, February 2, 1862, 
his parents being L.oois and Sophia (Freise) 
Pammel, who were bora, reared and married 
in GerniRny. In 1^52 they cnme to the United 
States, and afrer two years' residence iu Mil- 
waukee they settled in CroSSe, the father's 
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bnsiiiees at that time K'iiif: tliaf of a luitcher. j 
He is now rebidiug on a £arin Id La Crosse ^ 
couutj, which ie nuder the mauagemcut of a 
flon, Herman A. It is one of thelftrgeetwd 
best farms in the county, and » large portion 
of it is i^iveti to ptnck-raisiiig, which hae 
proven a protitable iiiiliii*tr\'. Thn fnther wn«^ 
County Coiumissioner for aliout tifteen years, 
and although somewhat advanced in years is 
still interested in the welfkre of this section. 
He is thoroughly conversant with the hard- 
sliips and deprivations inciilpnt to the Wis- 
consin pioneer, and tborouglily sympathizes 
with those who have to tight the battle of 
1i(b witli limited means. He and his worthy 
wife thoroughly enjo v their comfortable home, 
and the knowledge f hnt it has hepii honef?tly 
earned by their own etibrts, is sweet to tliein. 
Mr. Flainmel is sixty- two years of age, and 
his wife is tifty-etght. They reared the fol- 
lowing family of children: Matilda, wife of 
Louie Ivoch,B market g;irdeiier aTi<] the owner 
of a small farm; i'rofessor Louis U., who is 
Professor of Botany in the Iowa State Agri- 
cultural College, his wifebeiii|irGussie fimrael 
of ^icaj{0; O. >!.; Herman H., who is the 
managrr of his father's r^tock farm; Dora, a 
irnidiiate of tlic La Crosse high school, and 
Eiitina, Httending the Iowa Agricultural Col- 
lege. 

G. J. Pammel was educate*! in La Crosse, ; 
and for four yearf; traveled for the dry-goods 
iirm of Emil Freisc A: t?o., ChicaTO, of which 
firm he was junior member fur five years. 
On January 15, 1891, he entered upon his 
prssemi businesa, his district cootatning the 
counties of La Crosse, Trempealeau, Buffalo, 
Jackson, Monroe, Vernon, liichland, Craw- 
ford, and J nneau. He is succeeding admira 
bly in this new enterprise and has every 
promise of a bright future before him, 

June 3, 1884, he was married to Miss 
Emma Burmeister, daughter of Henry Bar* 



! mcistor of Chicago, a retired mereliant who 
I , ... 

I is still living. They liave one child, Henry 
Louis, a bright and promising little lad. Mr. 
Pammel is a member of the Knights of 
Pythias, was a membor of the Grand Lodge 
of Illinois, for two years; the order of the 
Iron Hall; the Deutschpr Verein, and tlie La 
Crosse Turugemeinde. He i« secretary of 
the Fire Department of the ci^. He takes 
little intttest in politics, but usaally votes for 
whomsoever he considers the best man. In 
businesP he has been eminently successful, is 
thoroughly eittcient in the discharge of hia 
dnties, and uniformly oonrteons and obliging 
in hia methods, a secret doubtless of his 
Bueeess. 

fA. EREBA0M, contractor for plnmb* 
ing and steam heating apparatus, is 
* the president of the Hnilders' Ex- 
change of L.a Crosse, and is a prominent 
member of the commercial circles in La 
Orosse cono^. He is a oatiTe of the State 
of Illinois, born in Lewistown, Fulton county, 
in l^fiO. His parents are Fred and Sybil 
Krebauin, some of whose ancestors came from 
Germany. Hia father was a farmer by occu- 
pation and emigrated to America in 1886, 
i sailing from Bremen. 

Mr. Krel>atim passed his ynnth at Havana, 
Illinois, and at the a<,'e ot nineteen years 
began to serve an apprenticeship to the busi- 
ness which he has since followed. For thie 
purpose he went to Peoria, Illinois, and at 
the expiration of his apprenticeship he worked 
fnr one year as a journeyman. He afterward 
t>[H!nt a short time in Lincoln, Nebraska, and 
from that city went to Chicago, where he re> 
mained two and a half years; there he was 
engagfil in the plumbing busines.s until 
1885* when he accepted a position with W. 
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A. TJ' I - vpU and camp to La Orossp. In the 
February iullowing he l>ec<iine one (»fllie iii- 
cor|x>i'atoi'b ol tlio Iloubevelt Coiupauj, and 
remained with this organintion fvr one year. 
He then withdrew to enter into bueinoBB re 
lations with D. .T. Slattery, the firm name 
being KrcV>aain & Slattcry. At the end of 
five luontiiB Mr. Krebautu purchased his 
partner'e interest end einoe then hee eon- 
ducted the bueincM alone. Among the many 
bnildinge he has furnished with heating np- 
paratiiA may be mentioned St. Ann's Orplian- 
age, St. Francis* Hospital, and manj of the 
most el^ant reBidencee o£ tiie city. He baa 
leoently pmrahaaed the City Steam Laandry, 
and is aboat to enlarge it and move it to 
Main street. 

Upon tile ori^anization of tlie I^nilders' 
Exchange Mr. Krebaiun gave that eutt^rprise 
a reiy cordial rapport, and asBieted materially 
in perfecting its incorporation. He had the 
honor to be elected ita lint president, an 
office be still bolda. 

- g . Mi . g i.i.. 



I MIL ERNEST KOWALKE, Alderman 
for the seventeenth ward of La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, has been a resident of the 
city since bis cliildbood. Ho was born at 
Dantzig, Praeaia, Auguat 23, 1861, and ia a 
son of XiOnis imd Carolina (Gillmeieter) Ko 
walke. His parents emi^rrated to America in 
1867, landing in the city of New York. 
Thence tiiey continued their journey to La 
Orosse, where they resided twenty-two years; 
they then went to Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
The father is a carpenter niid eontrnctor. 
The family consists of four sons and two 
daughters, two sous and a daughter having 
been bom in Prussia. Emil Ernest passed 
bis yonth in this city, and when he left 
school went to learn the trade of a millwright. 



He followed this oecnpation throughout the 
Western part of thin etJiintry, returning to 
La Cru!>»e in 1883, when he engaged in the 
grocery trade. He has won a fair patronage, 
and has every prospeot of the most satisfMst- 
ory results. 

Our Buhject is t^ervinfr his first term a8 
Alderman lor his ward and has discharged 
the duties which have devolved npon him in 
a manner reflecting great eredit npon him 
and upon his constituency. He is a membfr 
of the Son? of Hermann, of the Third Ward 
Aid Society, of which he is treasarer, and of 
the Govemor'a Omrd. 

Mr. Kowalke was united in marriage to 
Miss Minnie Bauer of this city, a daughter 
of George and Theresa (Neumeieter) Bauer, 
natives of iiavaria and Austria respectively. 

OIIN JOSEl'II STANEK, marble and 
granite worker. La Croese, ie interested 
in one ot the moat important indostritis 
of the city. Ue was bom in Rimau, Anstria, 
October 24, 1850, and ia a son of JToseph and 
Catherine (Sohnufler) Staoek. His parenta 
bade farewell to tlieir native land, crossed the 
sea to America in 1805, and after their ar- 
rival here settled at Winona, Minnesota. 
There they lived four years and then went to 
: Chicago, remaining in that city two years. 
I At the end of that period they came to La 
■ Crosse, where the father has followed his 
trade of stone mason; he ie also a plasterer, 
and has carried on a prosperous bnelnesa in 
hie adopted country. 

The family con8i.«ts of three children: 
Frauk, the eldest, h a briek mason by trade: 
Maiy id the wife of Frank Padecky, a ma- 
chinist of La Crosse; John Joseph, the snb- 
jeet of this notice, grew to maturity in La 
Croese^ and here teamed the trade of marble 
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rail gnnite worker. In 1887 be opened a 
buiincds on his own account, which he haa j 
conducted witli marked sncwss; lii? sys- 
tematic methods and his liigh and honorahle 
dealing have made a place for him in eom- 
mereial circles of vhioh any man might be 
prond. 

Mr. Stanck was niarri<'<] !•> thip citv to 
Mi)«8 CHara Kotler, a daughter ut Michael and 
Christina (Uafenbratel) Koiler, who emi 
grated to America in 18 — , and settled in 
the State of Indiana, hut later on removed to 
Lh Crosse. ]tfr. and Mrs. Stjuifk an- tlif 
parents of two daufjhters', Dt lla M. uinl Helen 
M., and one eon, Victor i... Thc^ are hotli 
members of the Roman GathoHe Chnrelu 
belonging to the congr^tion of St. 
Joseph. Mr. Stanek is a memher of the 
choir, and alM) belongs to the Catholic Knights 
of America. 

K n.\KD T. DAVIS is a member of 
tlie hrm of Davis. Sorciiticin & Co.« 
contractors and builders, La Crosse, 
WiBconain. He is a native of the State of , 
Wisconsin, born at Madisun, Septemlwr 23, 
1847. iind is a son of Richard T. Davis, Sr. 
His father was a native of Philadelphia, 
Peimsj'lvania, and wa? a c^irpeoter by occu- 
pation. In 1836 he removed to Wiaoonsin 
and settled in Madiion. He wa» united in 
marriage, at Green Bay, WiMSOfiain. to Miss 
llarn\ t M»ple^, whofo death oc<M>rred when ' 
our subject was nine years of age. Uicbard 
T., J r., was educated in Madison, and at the 
age of fourteen years he went to learn the 
carpenter's trade. After serving his ap- 
prenticeship he worked as a jonrneyman 
until the breaking out of the civil war. He 
enlisted and worked at his trade in tiie i 
service of the United States Qovemment I 



until the dose of hoatilitica. From 1888 to 

IS*^5 he was employed in the construction of 
the State University, and durinp this time 
he gave some instruction in carpentry and 
wood- work. 

In 1887 Mr. Davis formed a partnership 
with Mr. Sorrensen, and thej came to Ia 
Crofse and establislied their present plant. 
They give employment to about thirty 
•kilted workmen) and do an aunnal business 
of 9800,000. They make a specialty of 
side-boards, mar. te) re and bar fixtures, 
and tine hard-wood work. Mr. Diu ii* iiHt-isted 
ill tiit* organization of the Buiidere' E.xehange 
and ha<> been one of its mu»t energetic sup- 
porters. 

He was nnited in marriage, in Madison, 
Wiscon.-^iii, to Mipp Annie I/eonard, of that 
city, a dati<,diter of Michael and Mar:,'!irel 
Leonard. Of this union three sons and fonr 
daughters have been bomt Hattie, Uand, 
Mary, Annie, Tunis, Loyd and Harry. 

fll. PUTNAM It will be unani. 
monsly conceded that the well ap- 
^ pointed restaurant fills an important 
niche in t)ie sum total of any oity's acquisi- 
tiontt, and it is in such cuiiuection that due 
mention is made of the establishment be- 
longing to Mr. Putnam, which is located at 
205 Pearl street. La Crosse, Wisconsin. He 
i- nne of tlie pioneer settlers of the county, 
!iut was lii>ru at Ogdensburgh. New York, 
in lb34, liis parents, Ifcaae and Mary (^Dual) 
Putnam, l)eing natives of Herkimer county, 
that Slate. In 1864 they came to La Crosse 
county, Wisconsin, and, aftera short residence 
in the town, removeil to Sparta, wliere they 
are still re^idiltg, the father l>eing seventy, 
eight years of age, and the mother seventy' 
seven years old. C. H. Putnam assisted his 
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father until April, 1S61, when he enlisted in 
Company 1. Fourtli Wit"wn8in Cavalry, 
being the htjcoud man to volunteer I'ronj 
Sparta. His services, however, were rejected 
on acooant of bia being under age, but he 
soon after enlisted in the Third Wisconsin 
Cavalry, with whiuh he served until 
chart^ed, I'l'bruary, 18^3, nn ftncoiint of 
wounds received in the railroad wreck of 
March 29, 1862, near Chieago, Illinois After 
lecovering, he, in the fall of 18^ eoliated 
ill the Twenty- fifth Wisconsin Infantry, com- 
inHndod hy Colonel Jeremiah liusk, prp.-<!nt | 
Secretary of Agriculture, and served with 
that regiment nntil the UrBt months of 1865, 
when he was transferred to the Twelfth Wia- 
con?in Infantry, with whksh he renmined 
until mu-^ti'it-d Oiit of the gt»rvice in 1H65. 
He was with General Sherman on his march 
Ui the eea. He was wounded in the knee by 
.a minie hall in the peaeh orchard in front of 
Keneeaw Mountain in Georgia, and carries 
the pnar to this dfiy. He took part in the 
grund review of troops at Washington, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and after arriving home 
waa married to Him Sarah M. Smith, dangh- 
ter of K. G. and Katie (Schimmerhorn) 
Smith, both natives of New Yoik. The 
father died in 1877. and the inotlitr died 
February 29, 1892, at Sparta, being in her 
nine^-firat year. After hi* marriage Ur 
Putnam followed farming for one year, after 
whi^ \w. Ix-gan dealing in windmills and ' 
piiinps, wiiich busino^^ occupied liis time | 
and attention until 18»5, after which Ue 
opened a restanrant at Menominee, where he 
remained three years. Upon selling out he 
moved to Etiii Claire, where ho was engaged 
in the confectionery liusinur-t*, lii.t since 1890 
has lieeii ill hifi prest'nt bufiineas iu La Crosse. 
His place of business is near the Burlington 
& Northern passenger depot, and Mr. Put- 
nam has built up ft good trade. He and hie 



wife have two daugliterb: Frances M., bom 
itt 1868, now the wife of W. D Pitterson. 
wlio is eity electrician Ht I'.elnit, Wioeonsin, 
iiiutiKging the electric lighting of that city; 
they have one daughter, Jnnetta; and Kate, 
who was born in Eau Claire in 1882. Mr. 
Putnam is a popular member nf the Wil-<nn 
Colwell Post of the G. A. R., ati l has been 
a life-long Democrat. He is one of the old 
residents of the oonnty, and has seen La 
Crosee grow from a hamlet of sixty hoUMS 
to a city of 35.fX)0 inhabitants. His mater- 
nal grandfather wa«! engaged in the Patterson 
war in Canada, and was captured at the 
battle of the Windmill and banished to Vui 
Diemen's Land with a number of other 
prisoners. They socnred their release by 
Pfiptnrinp;' n band of pirates. While in eap- 
tivity he was chained to the deck, and his 
bonds were drawn so tight that the blood- 
vessels of bis limbs were ruptured, for which 
dii'filHlity he received a pension nntil hie 
deuth in ISoS. Atter l>eing released he 
reached his home in 1847. 

TfcA.MKL 13. HAIUIISON, who is recog- 
i^ J nized as one of the most efficient piiinters 
W and di:oorator8 of La Crosse, was born iu 
Cincinnati, Ohio, August 8, 1842, and is a 
son of WitliMm and Elixa (Looker) Harrison. 
The father was born at Brush Creek in south- 
casttirn Ohio, near f!ie Oliio river, April 8, 
1807. IHs parents were Richard and Fanny 
(Blyde) Harrison, natives of Loudon, Eng- 
land; tbey emigrated to America shortly after 
the Revolutionary war, and eventually settled 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, wliere they jwi^sed the 
remainder of their lives. Riehanl Ilumson 
iteld a Government position iu I/ondon, and 
after coming to America eng igod iu teaohing 
school for many years; he then followed agri* 
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culture, and tlu' latter vea^^ of hift life retired 
to bis home in Cincinnati; he ther«' <,'Mve some 
attention to the inaniifactnreot'mnsicHl in»trn- 
ments, eucli as viuWus aud other etringed 
pieoes. Ee and his wife botli died in the 
fnll faith of the Baptist Ghnreb. Williann 
Harrison, ton of the above, grow to maturity 
in rincinnati, and there served an apprentice- 
i^hip as a painter and furniture tinit$her. In 
1864 he mede a trip to La Croan, and after- 
ward remored to the place and located per- 
manent!;, lie waft married in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, to Miss Eliza Looker, n native of Har- 
rison county, Ohio, born about the year ISIO; 
site was a danghter of Samnel and Hannah 
(Irwin) Looker, and her pateroal grandfather 
was Judge Orthwell Looker of Ohio. Mrs. 
Harripon whs a faithful and consistent mem- 
ber of the iiaptist (Jliurch. July 26, 18S0, 
Mr. aud Mrs. Harrison celebrated the fiftieth 
anniversary of their marriage at their resid- 
ence, comer of Oameron av«nae and Fourth 
street. 

r>aniel B. Harrison lived in Cincinnati un- 
til 1857, when the father removed with his 
family to La Crosse; here he completed his 
apprentioeship to tlie pelnter^s and deoorat«>r*s 
trade, and from that time has been promin- 
ently identilied with the crafl. 

ile was married at Tomah, Wisconsin, tu 
Miss Flora M. King, a native of Massacha- 
setts and a danghter of Charles W. and Lucy 
M. (Garfield) Kin«^, who were also natives 
of thft old Bay State, and whose ancestors 
w»sre members of the early cjlonies of New 
Ettgland; they removed to Wisconsin abont 
1867. Mr. and Mrs. Harrison are the parents 
of five sons and one danghter: Charles Kin^, 
a decorator; Alfre<l Walter, K<luin Oarti. ld. 
and Gertrude May; Arthur and Benjamin 
are botii deceased. 

Mr, Harrison is a member of the Builders' 
Exchange. In 1864 he enlisted in the serrioe 



of the Union, joining Company G, Fortieth 
Wisconsin Vohmteer Infantry. Ile waa 
through the Tennessee (Campaign, aud was 
honorably diecbarged at the close of the war. 
He is a member of the O. A. R. and takes an 
active interest in sustaining this organization. 
He and his wife, two elder sons and dan;^'htpr, 
Iwlong to the Firut Raptis^t Church, with 
which he has had an otlietal uoiinectioQ for 
several years. 




SORENSON, a member of tlie firm 
of Davis, Sorenson & Co., is justly en- 
titled to a space in this record of the 

leading, substantial men of the county. He 
was born at Ma'lison, Wisconsin, Novcnihcr 
12, 1850, and is a son of David T. and Wil- 
helinina (Petersenj Suranson, natives of 
Copenhagen, Denmark. The United States 
presenting many attraetions and promising 
many opportunities not afforded by the Old 
World, the parents of onr subject bade fare- 
well to their home and friends and native 
land, and crossed the ooean to America abont 
the year 1860, settling in Madison, Wisoon- 
ein. Tlie father was a contractor by trade, 
and follower! thi'» occupation for many yearj«. 
He and his wife reared a family of two sons 
and three daughters. 

Ori Sorenson aeqntred a good ednoation in 
the common schools and learned the carpen- 
ter's trade. He workptl a« a jonrneyman for 
several years, and then formeil a partnership 
with Mr. Davis, establishing their present 
business; they have aeeompIiBlied most satis- 
factory results, and are building np a trade 
second tn none in the county. 

Mr. .Sorenson was marricil in Madison, 
Wisconsin, to Miss Eva Bounds, a native of 
the State of ITew York, and of tliis nnion 
three sons liave been born, named: Clarence, 
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Fred and Edward; the two last are twins. 
Onr subject is a member of the Builders' Ex- 
change of La OroAi^e, s)id belong to tlie 
Haflonie fraterDitj, of which he * Worthy 
Sir Knight 

■. ^ ■ i. . f3 .>. 

f ACOB J. SMITH, M. D., who has been 
1 raaident of La CroBse since 1887, is 
the subject of fhe following brief bio- 
frrajiliiial sketch. lie was born at Middle- ! 
town, Juiii:it;i ronnty, Pennsylvania, Febru- 
ary 9, 18BU, and is a eon of Jacob and 
Catherine (Jontz) Smith, natives of the Key- 
stone State, of German ancestry. Tliey 
removed to South Bend, Indiana, in 1848, ! 
and there papsed the remainder of their (iiiys; 
the mother died iu the fall of 1852, and the | 
father two weeks later. They reared a lam ily 
of iire children: the eldest, Sarah A., mar- 
ried F. A. Uowe, who wa« accidentally killed 
in 1857; Rosa H. married T. (?. I. Pope, 
and reeidiM at Cedar Uapide, Iowa; Abrahitin 
H. and Jaoob J. are twins, the former bi ing 
a resident of Memphis, Tennesfee; Christian, 
the youngest of the family, was drowned 
wlitlti bathing in Lake Michii^an. ut Evanston, 
Iltinoib; he was, at the time of his death, a 
fitndent at the Northwestern University, and 
was fitting himself for the mtnirtry. 

Dr. Smith was reared on his father's &rm 
at Soutli Bend. Inilianii, and at tlit; ngo of 
eigliteen years he entered Wesleyan fejeininary, 
at Albion, Michigan, where he continued his 
studies two years; he then spent four years 
reading nnder the preoeptorship of Dr. J. M. 
Stover, at South Bend, and at the end of that 
period wont to Anti Arhur and took a <'onrsP 
of lectures in the I'niversity of Michigan; 
he next went to Philadelphia, entered Jelfor- 
son Medieal College, and was jtradnated from 
tliis honored institution in March, 1864. In 



that t^ame month he received a commission 
as Acting Assistant Siirgran in the United 
States Navy; he was ordered to the West 
Gulf S(]aadron, nnder command of Adraiml 
Farragnt, and served until the end of the 
war. He was Assistant Snrgeon of the 
T'nited Stiifi'.* Stesinisliip Ou-sisco, and was 
tetnporarily attached to the naval hospital 
at Feneacola, Florida. In caring for the 
wonuded after the battles of Forts Morgan 

and flaiiif's, tlic Doftfir had tlic lionor of 
dressing the wound.^^ uf .AilmirHl Biu-liaiian. 
who was at the liead of tlie ('ont't'dtTate Navy; 
hu says the Admiral was a geiitlcman it' he 
were a rebel. The last part of his term of 
service was spent in a blockade squadron at 
sea, doing duty in the West (riilf Squadron, 
lie parftripatpd in the capture of three 
blockade-runners of}' the coast ot Texas, and 
took part in the distribntion of prise money. 
0pon the idose of the war be was ordored to 
the New York Navy Yards, where be was 
granted a three months* leave of abseru-e with 
full pay. He received his tiual discharge 
from the service at Sonth Bend, Indiana, 
November 15, 1866. 

Dr. Smith praeticed medicine at Sonth 
B(>nd for two years, and at the same time was 
physician to the female portion of the pupils 
at Notre Dame University. In May, 1807, 
lie was married to Miss Rebecca J. Hyde, a 
native of Ohio, and at the time of her mar- 
ri.i^e a resident of Middlel>ury, Indiana. 
Tliey are tlie parents of four ehifdren: Jesse 
E., b >rn in 18ti'3; William E., in 1869; Bessiu 
E., in 1876, and Mamie A., in 1881. Jesse 
E. is established in business at Middlebury, 
Indiana. The Doctor continued his practit?*? 
in Indi.nna until 1SS1, when ho reniovc<l to 
Kendall, Monroe county, Wisconsin, where 
he remidned six years. He then eame to Li 
Crosse in 1887, and during the time of his 
residence here he has won * fair practice. 
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lie is A iiiciiiber of the Masonic order, and 
of Joliri Kl.vni. Post No. 77, G. A. R. Tlie 
father, iiiotiier and daughter Bessie are mem- 
ben of tlw Baptist Ghnreh. Mrs. Smith 
belonj(s to the W. 0. T. and tmk«B a d««p 
inlraeftt in its prosperitj. 



fOSEPB W. SKINNER wag bora at Tmy, 
Ohio, October 22, 1860. The -K ath of 
hifi parent^^ wlnVh occnrred in his child- 
hood, loft him almost alooe Id tlw world 
and threw htm npon hia own rHonroe*. Bj 
energy and peneTeranoe he secured a good 
education, and at the ag^ of twen^-one jears 
he started out on the road «« a tmvolinjj ««le»- 
man. lie was thna employed for six years, 
during which time he visited nearly every 
State in the Union. In Mareh* 1887, he 
catne to La Crosse and took up his permanient 
residence here, Imvinir piuvhased tliepatont of 
the Moiirae Ink Eraser. He at once began 
the luunutacture of thie little article, which 
waa destined to beeome a friend to thousands 
of writers, boolc-heepcrs, accountants, and 
busine»9 men in general. This is the only 
eraser yet invented that will remove any kiml 
of ink fronj paper witlumtany abrasion or in- 
jury to the moat delteatesnr&oe. 

At the time Mr. Skinner pnreliaaed this pa- 
tent, the eraser had l>een manufactured in a i 
small way for several iiioiitli-, but it remained 
for him to place it upon the market of the 
world. After making a few changes to im- 
prove ita appearanee, he established a factury 
and began his system of advertiaing. Under 
his skillful managetnent tlie sneceps df the 
manufacture was phenomenal, and to-day tiie 
trade in this simple product extends through- 
out the oivQiaed world, and carries the name 
of La Crosse to every quarter uf the globe. 
There are orders from Aberdeen, Glasgow, 



Miiiileb, Herlin, Constantinople, London. 
I*aris, Bombay, iiavana. Melbourne 8ydneyi 
city of Mexico, liio Janeiro, Valparaiso, and 
many cities throQghoot the Araericaa, West 
Indie:!, England, and the Eastern continent 
Mr. Skinner also owns a number of «»ther 
patents on useful articles, and is a promoter 
of useful inveutious for p^ttentem; and he is 
also entnisted with other business enter- 
prises in the city. 

The offices of the business are the finest in 
La Crosse, and active minds nnd busy hands 
keep the system moving in perfect order. 
The oormpondenGeaTOragea from fonr to five 
hundred letters per day, requiring a foree of 
ten to twelve clerks. The advertising ex- 
penses ati:onnt to .5il,(MK) per wei k. 

Mr. Skinner is quite a traveler, and has 
lately returned from a fonr months' business 
and pleasnre trip to Europe, where he has 
completed arrangementa ior the establishment 
of branch houses to supply the growing 
European trade, lie is a lover of all the tine 
arts, aud manager tu i>teal trom tlie cares *>f 
business time to gratify areHned and eulti< 
vated teste. He ia too liberal and is possessed 
of too many generous impulses ever to be- 
come avaricious, and believes that the use of 
money is its only good. He is genial, court- 
eous, of manly bearing, and possessed of 
atnightforward bnsiness prindples which 
have established his reputation for honorable 
and upright ilf'sliniF. He enjoys the warm 
friendsiiip ot ail Itis associates, and is already 
one of the leaders in the social and bnsiness 
eireles of La Groese. 



fESSE B. WILLIAMS, manager of the 
firm of Williams & TurnbuH, dealera in 
new and second-hand furniture on Pearl 
street, is the son of Jesse and Aarelia 
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(Waltelj) WilliADM, nrntires of Rntlttid conn, 
ty, YeriiMmt The father was a fanner and 

followed tliie occupation until his doath when 
about lifty fivp years of an«. Of the t-levcn 
oliildren Ixtrn to tliis union only one, Jeiwe 
IS. Williams, is now living. The latter's 
birtb ooeurred in Grand Island oonnty, Ver- 
niont. May 10, 1826, and he was not yet 
three years old when his father died. On 
the 7th of April. 1837, lie came fron> St. 
Lawrence county, IS ew York, to Portage City, 
Wiseonsin, and be^n workln|{ at tLe blaok- 
amith trade until his family caiue in the fall 
of 1856. He then worked on what is now 
Chieami. Milwaiikct- v'v: St. I'aul Railroad find 
iu lbo8 moved to Sparta, whore, only a few 
days later, lie and a Hr. Stewart took a oon- 
traet to bnild ten miles of railroad frvm 
Mendota towards Shakopce. They were the 
first ones to break dirt for a railroad in 
Minnesota. After this they went on the 
Kortberu Pacific and built live miles on the 
npper end of the sixty-twu and a half miles 
out from St Faol. They cauie to La Crosse 
in \^TiH^ but were gone much of the time 
until their contract was cmniilcted. After- 
ward Mr. Willia'ns left his family in LaUrosse 
and went to Mississippi where he and Mr. 
A. Hobert, built two miles on die Baltimope 
& Ohio Rjiilroad. The war thet) bnike oiit 
and he lost heavily. His Iieaitli failed too, 
and he returned to La Crusbe where he has 
resided sinoe. He was engageti ia the feed 
business nntil his store was destroyed by fire 
in December, 1865, and he lost everything 
but a few clothes that the family wore. 
The insurance was about $300. After this 
he was Deputy Sheriff for one term, was on 
the police force for three years as a special, 
boarded tbe prisoners for two years, and wa:i 
Constuble for more than twelve years. He 
was also a eoUection iit^ent for five vPiirs, 
then au auctioneer for three years and 



finally drifted into the second-band and 
new fhmiture business, of which lie ia 
now tnanager He was wedded on the 17th 
of Jnnnary. 1847, to Miss Lncia Kimpton, 
from Franklin county, Vermont, and the 
result of this marriage was the birth of two 
ehildreo: George W., a steamboat engineer, 
who has resided in Dnbuque, Iowa, for two 
years, and who now runs fh>' Stmulanl Lum- 
ber Comp;iny engine in that city, liis wife's 
natue was Miss Edna 8oule and his bon's 
name is B. Fay. Xlie daughter of onr enb> 
je.tt, Georgia, became the wife uf Frank 
Smith, of Janesville. Slie. died November 
27. 1875, svhen iilMmt twenty three years of 
age. Mr. WiUiains is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Ghnreb, and is elaaa- 
leader and steward in the same. He ia a 
membor of the A. O. 0. W. and Chosen 
Friendtt, and in polities is a Prohibitionist. 



B. EWER, La Crosse, Wisconsin. He 

was originally from Essex county, 
* New York, his htrth nprnrrinn" on the 
2lst of Februarv. 1S4S, and his jnirents, 
Jesse aud Angeline (Griswoidj Kwer, were 
natives of Yermont. The father waa a painter 
by trade and followed that for forty years. 
He camo from New \'ork to Wisconsin in 
1853, settled in the city of Sheboyaran and 
there followed his trade until hid death in 
18S7. He and wife were members of tbe 
Congregational Chnroh. The mother died in 
1888. There were three children in this 
family: Edward the eldest; a sister, who 
died in infancy, and A. B. Edward P. re- 
sidea at Sheboygan, Wiseonsin, an agent ftn 
the Goodrieh Steamboat Company. He niar« 
rie I and became tbe father of three children: 
Chester, Evangeline, and Nellie; Nellie, the 
youDgeat child, died July, 1891, when about 
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fiftedQ years of age. The Ewers were among 
the early gettlersi of Widcotiain and knew 
much of the trials and privations incident to 
pioneer life. A. H. Ewer, flnhject of this 
sketch, wa"? cdn(»f»tff<i in tiie paWic schools of 
Shcljovifun. and when tliirtctMi vear^ of ajje 

began fur himself as clerk in ;i <]ry -goods 
Store, fie has followed elerkiug and book- 
keeping ap to the preseot time end no efforts 
on his part has Iwon spirel to give satisfac- 
tion. He so'd goods on the road for several 
different firms, a'ld was quita succeisful. (le 
was married May, 1878, to Miss 8iis«n 
Girani, daughter of James and Ennioe 
(Knowles) Qirard. The Qirard and Knowles 
familie^^ arc oM and proininent oTie« and 
trace tlieir anceisturs Inck to the Mayrtower. 
Mrs. Girard, being a direct desoendant of 
Dr. Samuel Fnller, who eame over in the 
Mayflower in 1620. Tin- Girards are related 
to the (iirard family of Kngland, great fotton 
manufacturers there. Mrs. Ewer is thf only 
one of that family now living, her fatlier hav- 
ing died in 1866. The mother is still living, 
is fifty-eight years of age, and makes her 
home with our stih.jVct and wife. She has 
been an honor*' 1 and hi^'hly respected ritizon 
of Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, for many 
years. She is related to Sapreme Jndge 
Fuller of the ITnited States and to the 
Spraguos of IHj<»1p Island. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Ewer hft«i bix-ii l)i>rn one efiild, Girard, a bright 
little lad of thirteen summers. Both parents 
ere memhers of the Unirersalist Ohnroh. 
Mr. Ewer is a member of the Masonic order, 
the Modern Woodmen of America, and in 
politics is a Republican. Simon Knowles, 
Mrs, Ewer's maternal grandfatiier, was in 
the war of 1812 and drew a pension until his 
death for services there rendered. Simon's 
fiither took part in the Revolutionary war 
and bis grandfather fought in the French 



and Itidian w;ir, and was killed in the 
battle on Lake Champlain. Ue is buried on 
one of the islands in tliat lake. 

X^JILLIAM PENN MOHTON, veter- 
'■•rWH ^^^^y enrgeon, 606 South Fiftli 
r ®U'J street, La Crosse, Wisoonsin» was 
born in Buffalo. New York, May 1, 1846, and 
is a son of Williani Morton, a native of Ena- 
land; his father was killed accidentHlly while 
superintending the driving of piles on the 
doek at Bafialo, New York, at the age of 
twenty-eight years; his motlior was a native 
of Treland: aft<'r licr hu-Kanirs death she re- 
moved her family of two eliildren to Chautau- 
qua conn ty. New York, remaiuiug there four 
years; at the end of that time she went to 
Warren county, Pennsylvania, and there mar- 
ried Proctor Morton, and is now a re*>idcnt 
of Sii(r;ir Grove, Warren county, Pennsylvania. 
David Morton, the brother of <mr subj^^ct. 
resides at Pittsfleld, Pennsylvania, and is a 
veterinary surgeon by profession. William 
I*enn Morton received his education at Pan- 
ama, New York, and in Wnrren county, 
IViinsylvania. Ue was a student at Pauaina 
two years after he was disebarged from the 
army, end at the age of seventeen years began 
practicing veterinary surgery. A farmer in 
the neiphliorhond bad a c/>]t with crookod 
legs, and he gave him a week's work for the 
animal; he cured the eolt and soM it for $80 
in the fiiU, which was considered a large price 
at that time. From this time he followed 
the business without special training until 
1886. In that year ho entered the Veterinary 
College at Toronto, Canada, studied there a 
short time, and then went to Chicago; he 
studied in the veterinary college of that 
city, and was graduated at the end of two 
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ye«r^ fnnii our of the most popular i.istitu- | 
tions in the country, lietbre going to Clii- 
CAf(o be had been located tX New Richmond, 
WiMonBin, and efter his graduation he ra- 
ti) rued to thht place, remaining alxuit one 
year before conii(i<r to La Oosse. Here he 
ha8 won a tine practice, being regularly em- 
ployed by many of the moat influeDtial citi> 
lent of the place. He owns a plearant home, 
and an ofHce where he keeps a complete stock 
of the dni<jr-. n( e<!e(l in his profcws^ion. lie 
sUo owns an iiitinnary capable of accom- 
modating torty-eight hortiCd, and \% excep- 
tionally equipped tor his work; he has SBOO 
worth of itistriiinents> and prides himself 
npon lHiii<: alile to perform any opfr.ttiun 
known to tlie profession, lie trains ami i dii- 
catee vicious lior&e», and has been more tlian 
oi-dioarily snceessful in this line. His bnsi- 
nees has in creased to ench an extent that he 
has IxHjn obliged to call to liis a*fti6ta?ice 
J*rof. W. P. Kret'tnan. from Parisli, Ni>\\' 
Jersey, a native of Jersey City and a graduate 
of the Chicago Veterinary College. 

Dr. Morton was united in marriage De- 
cenil>er 25. 1888, to ^[iss Eva Frank, wlio was 
born in Niagura Falls, New York, Mny If!, 
1862. Politically he affiliates witli tlie 
Republican party. In March, he en- 
listed in Battery H, Tiiird Pennsylvania Light 
Artillery, and served until July, ISf)". He 
is n tnPTnl>er of the G. A. R. He lias held 
the various township fiffices. and in a Ktanch 
supporter of home interests. Mrs. Murtoti 
is a roember of the Methodist Epi^^cupul 
Chnreh. 

■ ■ -S - l"! S * 

.\MU£L B. PATTERSON, veterinary 
snrgeon, with office at Clarh & Clark's 
bam. La Crosse, was born in Bntler 
eonnty, Pennsylvania, May 11, 1862, a son 



of Alexander and Kebecca (Beatty) Patterson, 
natives of county Derry, Ireland, who came 
to America with their parents when children, 
settling in Pittsburg, and finally removing to 
IJutler county. In his parents' family were 
the following named children in order of 
birth: Margaret F. (deceased in 1884); George 
W., Samnel ii., Alexanders., Rebecea and 
Mary. 

In veterjnarv modieine and surgery Mr. 
I'atterson spent fmir yet\T9, under the tufor- 
ship of A. J. lierrick, of Stillwater and a 
graduate of New York College and River 
Palls, Wisconsin. He has superior capacity 
for observing and drawing lessoiiS from ex- 
perience, of which he has had a great dtial. 
lie first started in business on his own ac- 
count in Ellsworth, Wisconsin, where he 
remained about four years. Moving to River 
Falls he engaged in practice in oompany with 
Dr. Morton. A year afterward, that in 
.lime. IH'JO, he came to J>a Crosse, where lie 
is enjoying a good patronage, which lie M'ell 
deserves by his industry, honesty, thorough 
knowledge and reasonable prices. For eev. 
eral years he has made a spedal study of the 
diseases of cattle and horses. 

frfiii: LA cRossi: floxtr anu 
m FEED COMPANY is one of the 
prosperous enterprises of this city, and 
the individual members of the same are 
Frederick Sehwara and Frederick T. Heinken. 
Mr. Schwars was bom in Qermany, in 1840, 
and came to the States in 1881, settling first 
in Hokali, l\rinnesota, where he remained 
. only a few mouths. From there lie removed 
to Onalaska, Wisconsin, and bought a farm, 
on whidi he resided for three years. In 
1885 he sold this and bought ten acres of 
land in the town of Shelby, adjoining the 
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eitj limit* of La Orcme, on which be bnilt 
two honacft and set oat A vineyard. In Ko- 

vetnber, 1891, Mr. Schwarz aseociated him- 
self witli Mr. Fred. T. Hoinken in the iloiir 
and feed business in the citjr of La Crosse. 
He waa marf ied in l^,to Miaa Ida Michael is, 
% native alao <A Germany, and they have one 
daughter, Hcrtha, who is now the wife of 
Fred. T. Ileiykon, of La Croese. The family 
are mem)>er8 of the Lutheran Church. 
Frederick T. Heinlcen was bom in Germany 
in 18d3, to ttie nnion of John Henry and 
Fredereka Heinken, nativea al^o of that coun- 
try. The father died in 1865, but tlie 
mother if! Btil! livint; in Germany. Mr. 
iieinkeii came to the United States in 1886, 
and has visited nearly every State in the 
Union since his arrival htte. In July, 1891, 
he settled in La Crosne, and was married on 
tlie 25th of that month, Miss Dertha Sehwarr, 
daughter of his partner. The firm is com- 
poaed of two veiy active, energetic and push- 
ing men, with capital enoogh for their 
buaineaa, and prospeeta of a incoeasfQl 
fntore. 



IIIiaSTIAN F. SOHABPF, a native of 
WUrtteiiiberg, Germany, was born July 
19, 1836, and is ii .son of .hjhn G. and 
Barbara (Gleser) Sciiarpt. He passed liib 
boyhood and yonth npon a farm, and waa alao 
early initiated into the myaterraa of the 
weaver's trade. At the age of fifteen years, 
with a fair education, he was thrown upon 
his own resources, and since that time he has 
not known what it is to depend npon the 
efforts of another. In 1853 the family emi- 
grated to A mcrica, and ho stopped at Galena, 
Illinois, inteiidiiij^ to learn the tailorV tnidi^; 
be devoted one year to this calling, and then 
came to La Crosse where he has since made 



his home. He first went to work for bis 
brother George at the trade, but at the und 

; of six nionthi; abandoned the vocation alto- 
I gotlior, and engaged with John C. Fiihr to 
I learu the tinner's trade. After serving au 
apprenticeship took a position as foreman 
for Tenney, Oatman & Company, remaining 
with this firm seven years. In he em- , 
l)arkt'd in business for himsell', forming a 
partnership with George Edwards, m tht* 
hardware and tin business; they were associ- 
ated together two years, when Mr. Edwards 
retired, being succeeded by Fred Kroner; 
\\Ko years Inter Cliarlea II. Bunting formed a 
partnership witli Mr. Scharpf, which existed 
four years, lie wai» tlteu alone for eome 
time, and in 1876 he went into bnsinesa with 
Fre<i Ring, with wliom he was connected un- 
til 1881, Mr. Ring then being succeded by 
V. Tauscho, the latter buying Mr. Scharpf's 
interest in 1888. Mr. Scharpf is to a great 
extent the father of the hardware bnainesa in 
La Crosse, tlie followini( gentlemen having 
been associated with him for a greater mr less 
p«riod of time; all of them are active mer- 
chants in that line: Fred Dittman, Fred 
Kroner, Frank Doerre, Digu Lang, Adam 
Botch, y. Tansehe, and many others. 

When Ml . Si liarpf withdrew from thetirm 
in ho intended to retirt; from active 

busiiiese, but 90 matiy ycarf^ of reejjutisiltility 
liad untitted him fur a life trum which all 
possibilities of achievement were withdrawn. 
He, therefore, embarked in the same lino of 
trade and operated a business until the spring 
of 1801. when he sold his interest, his health 
rendering it necessary for him to have some 
release from close application' He has been 
an indefiitigable worW, and has amassed a 
handsome fortune. He is a self-made man, 
and has truly been the iirclutoct of his own 
I fortunes. His cash capital when he came to 
' La Crosse was a quarter of a dollar, but this 
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WAS strongly euppleniented the endcw- | 
inents of nHturt-. I'oliticHllj li*' !i ReiiuU 
li<ian, and serving his first term as (.^oin- 
inisttioner of the Poor, an ottice to which he 
wn elected by tlie Coaocil. H« is a member 
of La CroBte Valley Lod^'e, ^o. 149. I. O. (). 
F., and ie Secretary of the same. He also 
• was the lea<iing sjiirit in securing funds tor 
the erection of the I. O. i). F. building, lie 
belongs to Frontier Lodge, No. 45, A. F> ife 
A. M., Smith Chapter, ^o. 18, A. A. It., 
and ]>a CroBie Oommandery, No. 9, K. T ; 
he is TreaPiirer of the bine lodge, and lor 
ciglitetn years wa8 Trcat^urer uf the coinmaii- 
dery ; he has in hie po^^einon a letter from 
the last named body, expressing the appreci- 
ation and esteem in which bis services were 
ht'ld. lids Iwn n member of the LaOmsse 
'l uriu'r Society for thirty-five years, and has j 
held many ofiicial po«itioD6 iu the same. Ue 
is also a member of the la Croeae Board of 
Trade. 

Mr. 8cliiir[if was married January 14, 1866, 
to Miss Julia 11. I'fuiid, a native of Switzer- 
land, boro March IS, 1848. Mrs. Scharpf 
was bron^t to Amm-ica at the age of eiglit 
years. Of this nnion nineohildren have been 
lH>rn,pix of them living: Julia, wife of Charles 
Lindeman, of Milwaukee; Bertha, Herman 0., j 
AU>ert, Hilda and Fre«;a. The family are 
members of the Lutheran Church; all arc well 
educated, and fully abreast of the times in all 
lines of thonght and action. 

OHN JOMES, deceased, who was widely 
and favorably known in La Crosse 

county, va,.- iM.tn in Wales, n son of 
Thoma/i and Surah .loncs. He wars the oldest 
of a family of three cliildren, the younger 
members of the family being Mary and David; 
Evan Jones was a half brother to these ehil- 



I dren. Oar subject was a carpenter and eon- 
tractor by tra«lp, am! In later years gave eonie 
attention to tanning; this nccnpation «oon 
engrossed his time to tlie exciuijioij of his 
trade. 

In 1880 he was united in marriage to Misa 

Mary Morris, a daughter of Samuel and 
Hannah (Jones) Morris, and the second of a 
family t>f twelve children. In 1842 they 
emigrated to America and settled in Licking 
county, Ohio, where they resided until 1847. 
In that year they removed to Canada, and for 
eight years made if tlu'ir home. Dnriiig tlii;* 
time Mr. Jones worked at his trade, and ako 
carried on a general farming business. Id 
1865 they returned to the United States, aet^ 
tling on a farm in La Crosse county, Wiscon- 
sin; tliis land was situated in Ilainllton 
j township, the tract cnvpnTip wglity acres; 
this Mr. Jones improved, and aa his meaut> 
permitted, made additions to it, nntil at the 
time of bis death be owned 220 acres of as 
good land a« lies within the borders of La 
Crosse county. Th»» farm is well ridapfod to 
stock and grain, and produces any crop that 
can be grown in this Itaitude. 

The deatli of this worthy oitixen ooenrred 
May 7, 18S3, atthe age of seventy-two years, 
j In his religions fuith ho was a Unitarian, 
and lie lived a consistent life according to 
this IjelieL Ue was a man of high and hon- 
orable principles^ was possessed of superior 
business qoaliticatiotts, and was held in great 
recard by the entirp commnnity. His widow 
is still liviiij:, at the a^o of ^e vent v- two years. 
To iheir forty-four years of married life, alie 
brought every ^weet and noble attribute to be 
found in a Christian wife and mother. This 
union was blessed by birtli of six children: 
Mary ia the widow of Titnolhy Jenkins, who 
died" July 24, 1882; they had" four children 
born to tbem: Ella, Anna, Lloyd and Blanche; 
Hannah is the second child, and lliomas, the 
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third-bonit died at the age of twenty'two 

years; John and Saninel are both farmers by 
occupation; the latter was niarrief! Dfcornhpr 
22, 1886, to Miss Kieie Gear, a daughter of 
WilliMi and Fidelia Gear, honored and re- 
spoeted randentsof La Croeae ooanty; tliree 
ebildren hnxc bi cn born totbem: Ella, Edna 
and Elsie; Sarah is the jonngeat child of our 
8ul>ject and wife. 

Mr. Jones wau a man of intense energy and 
Ma]» and ^ve a wonderful impetus to tlioie 
enteiprisea to which he offered support It is 
to ench men that the present generation is 
deeply indebted for the advance of oiviliza- 
tiou and the great posgibilities ot the future. 

■ ■■■ ^ 

fonX KOI.LKR. grocer. A careful re- 
view ot the business houses of La Crosse 
develops the fact that the grocery estab- 
lishment of M. A J. Keller takes ranlt with 
any like establishment in the city, and that 
business is conducted on straightfoi-wjinl :in<l 
conservative principles. Their stock cnibraceB 
every commodity comprolteoded in tlie terms 
fan*^ and staple, imported and domestic gro- 
ceries, and their annual sales are vBry large. 
John Roller was born in Ripley county. In- 
diana, but he came with his parent-s to J.a 
Crosse in 1868, and began working in his 
father's store, of which he is now joint pro- 
prietor. At tiia age of twenty-one he hegan 
business for himself, but after his father's 
death, in 1869, he clerked in the store of his 
mother. 

He was married June 4, 1889, to Miss 
Margaret Weber, danghter of Nicholas and 

Eliaabetlt Weber, residents of La Orosse, 
wliere tlio father died hi 1SS4, at the age of 
about bi.xty years, and the mother is still liv- 
ing. To Mr. and Mrs. Weber nine children 
W4»e horn, of whom Mrs. KoUer is the seeoad. 



She has borne her husband two children; 

Helen and Elizabeth. Mr. and Mrs. Roller 
art» rnpinlKMs »)f the Catholic Church, and in 
his political views he is independent. In all 
his relations with his fellow men, Mr. Keller 
has home himself with dignity and honor, 
and no establish men*; in La Crosse is more 
worthy of patronage than the grocery firm 
of M. &J. Roller. 

>Ji^LI5i:RT P.CLARK, senior member of 
thf tirm of Clark & Clark, iiverjmpn, 
328 South Fifth street, was born in La 
Orosse, Wisconsin, January 7, 18S8. 
parents, Fennel L. and Msrtha L. (Kimball) 
Clark were natives of New York and Maine 
respectively. 1) >th hoitinr of En«:li:^ii descont. 
They reared a liamily of three sons and two 
daughters; Mary £. married J. 0. Saupie, a 
mwchant of La Orosse; Florence became the 
wife of Joseph Morley and resides at Neills- 
vilic, Wiie()nsin;ChnrleH married Mis^Jennie 
8t. John, and is a resident of Aldcn, Minne- 
sota; he is station agent at that point, and 
owns a large farm adjoining the town; WilU 
iam died in t;hil(]bood; Albert P., the subject 
of this notice, is the second-born. Elcattcniled 
the piihh't* ijphools of this oity and duriiiji; his 
childhood had the misfortune to lose the 
sight of one eye; this retarded his progress 
in school, and in fact materially changed his 
plans for future work. His first experience 
in business on his own account wm in 1880, 
when he engaged in buying and shipping 
horses; be carried on this business for three 
years, and was then appointed a member of 
the police force of this ci^. His father was 
Chiff of Police for &pven years and lie served 
on the force one year and ;! iialf. in 1885 
he began buying and shipping live-stock and 
carried on an extensive trade in this direction 
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until 1H88. meeting with in:uki<l Piirfe*B. 
In the gnmnier of 188&i he purcluiHeil h half 
interest in the livery husinesiiH, in which he 
is now engaged, being associated with his 
coniiin, Frederic Clark. Their stalile is one 
of the best equipped in the city. They own 
twenty-two tine horses anr^ a large number 
of line buggies and carriages. 

ICIIAEL KOLLKR, of the firm of 
M. & J. Koller, groceryiiieu of La 
Crosse, Wiseonsin, was born in Cin- 
einnatifOhio, September 24, 1861, to Michael, 
Sr., and Christina (Hafi'enbreitl) Koller, tlio 
former of whom came from Gcrmntiy with 
his family in 1845 and settled in Cit.cinnati. 
In this city he first worked in a star candle 
factory, and later began hfwdUng vegetables, 
which business he was following at the time 
of his removal to Ripley county, Iii'Iiatia, in 
1856. lie there settled on a farm and wa^ 
an honest and industrious tiller uf the soil, 
and, like the majority of Germans, snooeeded 
in accnmiilating a eomfortable competency. 
In 1868 the family came to La Crosse, Wis. 
consin, and in the sanio year «>!^talilislii'il the 
business which is now conducted by hi.s sous, 
Miehaet and John. By eoarteons treatment 
of their patrons, and from the laet that th^ 
keep a large and very choiee selection of 
groceries, they have luiitt nj> an ext(>n^ivft 
trade which is constantly on the increase. 
Both partners have had long experience and 
possess excellent fsoilities, inflnential con- 
nections and an intimate knowledge of the 
wants of the trade. 

The snbjeft of this sketch was married 
January 27, 18d5, to Miss Mar^ Kiudham- 
mer, dangbter of Peter and Katharine Kind- 
hammer, who still reside in Qermany. Mrs. 
Koller came to America in 1884, and was 



here tnurrifil. Michael ami .lohnV -istpre 
are married m follows: Hosa, wife ut Jll^t■p^^ 
Deltiuich; Dora, wife of A. Semsch; Ida, 
wife of Henry Will; and Clara, wifii of John 
Stanek. Mr. and Mrs. M. Koller have two 
ciiildiM'M, Herman and Louie. Mr. and Mrs. 
Kuller are members of the Catholic Church. 
Mr. Koller is independent in politics and 
generally votes for the man he ooasidera beat 
adapted to the office. The Koller brothers 
are shrewd and snccessful business men, and 
are in every way worthy the oontideuoe of 
the people. 

OIIX KAU, president uf the West La 
Croe^e Lunjber (company. — Tlie bitua- 
tion ol La Crosse with reference to the 
Inmber trade of this section has given the 
city an importance in this branch of business 
exceeded by tliat of no other industry, and 
one which has added in a lai^o measure to 
her commercial reputation. The meutiou of 
this firm in Inmber and bnilding circles car- 
ries with it, for certain reasons, a prestige 
and confidence seldom enjoyed by any firm, 
and this is owing to tVie pluck, business 
capabilities and integrity of its members. 

Mr. Itau was bom in Wtlrttemberg, Qer- 
many, March 19, 1828, bnt in the fall of 
1852 landed at New York city, and later set- 
tU'il in Woostpr, Oliio, where he was cnijajred 
in rope-making for four years, having learned 
the art in his native land. In 1856 be went 
to Galesburg, Illinois, where he opened a 
rope factory and ran it for twelve years, 
or until 1867, when he removed to La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, and openod u rncrcnntilt! cslab- 
lisiirnent, wiiicli buMinebs he followed until 
1800, with very good saceess. In the last 
mentioned year he became president and 
treasurer of the West La Crorae Lumber 
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Guinpany, and altbougli their sales were very 
Inrge in 1890 the low water of 1^91 was ' 
much agaiuet them. Mr. Kau wa« one of 
La CroMe'e most able Aldermen for fourteen 
or fifteen yeara^ and serred two years as City 
Treasurer; was al»u president of tUe Council 
in 188f5 and actiii<x Mayor, lie wn? also 
Coiiiitv SupiT^isar for one term, ami has 
always had the confidonct: ut tlie people, as 
his official career shows. 

Hia marriage to Miss Sebelia Merc was 
consuuiraated December 7, 1S52. in Woostor, 
Ohio, to wliieli place she came from Ger- i 
many the ^aine year of her marriage. They i 
have two cliil(b«n: John B., Jr., who Is ; 
aeoretary in » mill, waa married to HIm j 
Lydia Alder, by whom he haa three children, 
Freddie, Bertie and Edie; and Mary, %vit'e of 
John Thueney, a etone-eutter and contractor 
of La Oro8«e. She died in 1882, at the age 
of twenty-eight years, two ehildren, William 
and Charlie, surviving her. Mr. liau is a 
member of the T. (). (). F., of which order 
he is one of the oldest members of the city, 
and he usually supports the principles of 
Demooraey. With hia quiet, nnassnming 
manners, strict integrity and tine business 
qujilitications, lie Ims succeeded in building 
up an extensive and lucrati've patronage, and 
he is well known and a great favorite among 
hie cotemporaries. 

Hia parente, C^par and finsanna Ran, 
came from Germany to La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
in 1874, after a short stay in Galesbnrsj, flli 
nois. While visiting Lis son Jacob in La 
OroBse, in 18S7, he was takm ill and died, at 
the age of sixty-three years, the mother of 
the subject of this ekctcli. whose name was 
Anna, liavini; died when lie was four j'earsof 
age, and was buried in Germany. Of eight 
children born to them, all died in early child- 
hood but three. Daniel came to this country 
with his father, but at the end of six years 



returned to Gmnany, where he yet lives. 
JoliH Ran has one brother who was a resident 
of La Crosse for tliirty years, but is now a 
resident of WycoiC, Minnesota. Mr. liau's 
father was first married in 1826, and his wifo 
bore him seven children, his union with his 
second wife res^tiltlnii^ in tlie !>irt}i of one 
child. He hn^ l>een ;i member of Deatsohcr 
Verein for over twenty-live years. 

JiOl'It^ RUXCKEL, a successful druggist 
Wji of La Crosse, is a natire of German/, 
born in Eekelshanaen, on the river Lahn, 

in the province of Hesse Naasan, April 12, 

1S57. He is a foh of George nud ChriRtina 
(Mengel) Runckel, who were also burn in 
Germany; hie fatlier was an official of the 
German Government, serving in the F<»eetry 

De|)artment, and his birthplace was Fridberg, 
near FrHnkfurt on the-Main; theniofhereame 
from Berieburi^, Westphalia. Louis iiuuckel 
had grown to the age of fifteen years l>efore 
be took np the study of pharmacy, serving as 
apprentice three years, after which he passed 
an examination n» apsisstajit. Then he was 
prescription clerk at ditiorcnt places, and 
next extended his pharmaceutic aud other 
studies atthe University of Gieesan, Eis liter- 
ary edncatlon was received in the publieaehools 
of his own country, and when he took np his 
professional work he entered tho University 
of (.i lessen, from which he was graduated, 
receiving his diploma from the Pharmaeentieal 
and If ediealDepartmentof his State. In 1866 
he determined to come to America, and after 
arriving lie settled in La Crosse, Wiseonsin. 
One year later he established himself in the 
drug business which he iias conducted with 
that intelligonoe which has brought success. 
He is thoroughly trained in all the details of 
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pharmacy aad cbeTni8tr3', and, therefore, com- 
petent in hie profession. 

Mr. Konckei was unite^i in marriage in 
Ia Crow^ to Hn. Minnie M«»ner, Ficker, 
a netive of fiexony, aad a daughter of Will- 
jam and Johanna (Schaettler) Ficker, Who 
are al^^r, natives of Saxony. To Mr. aiid Mrs. 
iiunckel have been horn two Hons: Curl and 
Lonis. Bj her former marriage Mrs. Kunckel 
htd Area ebildren: Adolph Morits, of 
"Winona, Minnfsota; Olga, wife of William 
Fosc; and Adelbert Ma'Iler, a member of 
tlie Wificoneia Bank Kotcaud Litbographiug 
Company. 

Oor subject is a member of the Aneient 

Order of United Workmen, and of the Gor- 
mania Society. lie liap won an einialile 
reputation in luisinetti* circles, and ie worthy 
of the contidencc reposed in liim. 

g - i"r ' 3" ' " 

ROFESSOR EDWARD SCHEUFLER, 
professor of mufiic at La Cruesc, Wis- 
causin, is another of the many promi- 
nent citiaens of German nativity, his birth 
occurring January 23, 1852, and is the sou > 
of Jolni Hiid Joliaiina f ur.acli*'!) Scheutler, ' 
both natives of Gonnauy, where they passed 
their entire lives. The father was a teacher, : 
and was principal of the public schools in | 
Gudensberg, province ITtsHfii Nassau, having ; 
a life position. Ho died before his time for ; 
a pension. Tie was also organist in the prin- ' 
cipal church of tiie city, and an e.\ceilent 
mnsieiaa. Professor Edward SoheuHer took* 
bis first lessons in music from him, but anb- 
seqtiently took lessons from Professor Will- 
iam VolkuKir (^known throtifjhoiit the entire 
musical world), in piano and organ playing 
and in harmony. Ee then went to Stuttgart, 
studying at the Oonservatury under the best 
professors at that plaee^ and in 1871 came to 



America, locating first at Wheeling, "West 
Virginia, where he remained until September 
9, 1800. He then ciime to La Crosse, and 
took charge of the Dentscher-Yerein Sometj. 
He also trains the boy cht^r in Christ's Epis- 
copal Church, is giving mnsic lessons, and is 
one of the important acquisitions to the city, 
lie was married on the 16th of June, 1874, 
in Wheeling, West Virginia, to Mis« Matilda 
Tiemann, danghter of Henrj and Sophia 
Tiemann, and a lady of refinement and intel- 
ligence. Her pnrents were also natives of 
Germany, luit came to this eountry thirty-five 
years ago. and located in Wheeling, where 
their children were born. One daughter, 
Mary, became the wife of L. J. Bayha, 
cashier of the German Bank of Wheeling; a 
son, Charles, is deceased, and William is now 
a resident of Wheeling. Professor and Mrs. 
Selienfler ere the parents of three interesting 
children ! Cari, Hany and Lnlu. Mr. Tie- 
mann died in 18S8, at the age of elghty-flve 
ycnrs, Init Mrs. Ticm."<nn is still living, and 
makes lier home with the Professor and his 
wife. She is now seventy-three years of age, 
and has resdied the age when tenderness, 
respect ami reverence are due, and all of these 
she reri'ives from those with wliom .slie lives. 
Professor and Mrs. ScheuHer arc niemhert^ 
of the Luthern Church, prominent members 
in society, and have msny sincere fHends. 
Professor is a meinber of Teutonia Lodge 
No. 3, A. O. U. W., of La Crosse, and tak(-s 
little interest in politics, voting for the nmn 
and not for the party. The Wheeling Intel- 
ligencer of September 9, 1890, says: "Prafes- 
sor Sehenfier came to Wheeling nineteen 
years ago, and has won his way into the 
hearts of his fellow countrymen by his genial 
manner, upright conduct and zeal in the ad- 
vancement of the singing sodedes nndar hia 
charge. He has been director of the Qet' 
naania since 1874, and of the Mosart and 
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Bcetboven since 1S84. Besides the«e dutios 
ho was organist in the St. Jacdb Cluireh 
three years, Zion Church seven years, and 
St John's Church seven jears. St. John's 
Ohnreh prevented him with « very baadeome 
gold enameled ring^ eet with diamonde» and 
patMd recolntions regretting his departure." 

-■^i^!^^^^ 

OBEPH RIE6E, a popular bneineee roan, 

cigar manufacturer, and leader of the 
Gntewny City Band, at 1109 South 
Fourth street. La Crosse, Wisconsin, was 
born in Austria January 26, iSb'Z. and is the 
elder of two children. Frank, the other aon, 
married, and in August 1887, went to Wash- 
ington State, where he resides at the prestiit 
time. Ho owns a fnrni and deals in efoi k. 
but in connection is also engaged in the real- 
estate bnsincss. He Iws traveled a great deal, 
is genial and conrtaona, and has many warm 
friends. The parents of these boys, Frank 
and Anna fWaniicr) Iliefe, wrrr Iiofli iiRttrp" 
of Auscria. and the father waA a prosperous 
farmer. The latter caine to America in 18G4, 
bought about 200 acres in La Crosse ooanty, 
and is residing here at the present time. lie 
sold 120 acrt'K of the oriuiiial tract. Mr. 
Rit'se is ail excellent tariruT, strictly honest 
and upright, and keenly plive to the IwijI in- 
terests of the farm. His wife died when bat 
tbirty-two years of age. Joseph Biese 
worked on his father's farm during his boy- 
hood, and wa.-i in his thirteenth yearwhon he 
came with hiui to America. At the ago of 
eighteen he l>egan learning his trade, and has 
followed this ever since, starting bis business 
in I.a Crosse, Wisconsin, in the year 1870. 
lie ha8 resided in this city vwr pi'nce, and, on 
an average, manutacturesabout 2(JO,000 cigars 
annDally. lie employs abont five hands at 
present, but sometimes employs abont a dosen 



or more. His work gives a high degree of 

satisfaction, for he adlieres strictly to just 
method!', handles only roliaMe stock, and 
produces nothing but lirst-clao^ goods. Mr. 
Rieee studied music in Austria, beginning in 
his ninth year, and has been l«der of the 
Gateway City Band for more than twelve 
years. He is a natural musician atid plays 
on all tiio instruments in the band, besides 
several others. He can compose music, and 
has some very excellent pieees of his own 
execution. Pie has arranged for a number 
<if concerts, lie is as efficient in vocal as 
instrumental innnic, and iiis band is one of 
the best in the State, receiving frequent calls 
for discoursing iimsio at fairs, eonvenlions, 
funerals and gatherings. He is a useful man 
in liit^ callint^. h proi^ressive in his views and 
Well to the front in all enterprises for the 
good of the city. 

Mr. Riese was married .November 17, 187S, 
to Hiss Katie Eiden, of La Crosse county, 
and this union has been hlcR^fd by the birth 
of live children: .T.isepli P., a--pi.-tinf» his 
father in the manufacturv; Kinma; I..ena, 
died at the age of ten yeare; Emaline and 
Katie. Mr. Riese i« a member of the I. O. 
O. F., and the Sons of Hermann. In the lat- 
ter organization he has lield nearly all the 
otlices. lie is also a niemher of tlie Concordia 
Aid Society, tlie Germania Mut^iciil Society, 
and is a member of the Board of Trade. He 
is an esteemed and valued eitisen. 

■ ■■■ it gnn ... - 

fAMES H. MoDERHOTT, managmr of 
the La Crosse branch of the Independent 
Oil Company, located on Third street, 
La Crosse city, Wisconsin, was born in the 
Keystone State, Lycoming county, July 21, 
1862. He is the son of John and Catherine 
(Downs) MeDermott, natives of the Emersld 
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lule, who are now living iu WilHanisport, 
Penuaylvania. The parents came to this 
gonntrj when jonng* ware married here, end 
liere the father has followed hit trade, eon- 
tractor on stonework, up to the present time. 
He and wife are now aHout fifty years of age. 
Of the four cliikiren born to this union, all 
live in Penniylvaoia exoept James H. The 
latter, the eldest of the funily, was educated 
in the common Mshool* of FennsyWania, and 
wh«n ten years of ai^ bff^an working with 
the present company, and the StaadarU Oik 
Company in different plaoeain Pennsylvania, 
Dakota, and Minnesota, being with the latter 
company in Dakota and Minnesota. He is 
well posted in all the details of the hngiiifss, 
and spent several years witli one of the re- 
fineries at Chester, Pennsylvania, lie came 
to La Grosee, Wisconsin, and opened out the 
present bneiness in 1S90, for the Independent 
Oil Company. Previous to this he had re- 
sided at St. Paul for tive years, and was also 
on the road for several years. He has had 
experience in all departments of the oil bnsi- 
neM, first in tho oil department, then in the 
ofltee, and afterwards on the road as salesman. 
He began bnsiness in La Croegc in September 
1890, and this has been steadily incre;i>iiig 
nntil it forma nowone <rf the growing enter- 
prises of the city. There are ten employees, 
and they do business in Wisconsin, Minne- 
sotii aii<l Iowa. TItn home ofRee in In St Paul 
and branch ollices are in La (Jroese, Waterloo, 
Iowa, Minueapolia and Duluth, besides 
namerous agencies established in Dakota, 
Michigan an 1 Iowa. They have salu stations 
also, Fuinc of the latter in both MortU and 
Sonth Dakota. 

Mr. McDermott was married November 
10, 1888, to Miss Rose MnlhoUard, daughter 
of John MulhoUatil of Watertown, Dakota. 
The father was hotel proprietor in his tnw n 
but sold out and is now in the real e«ute 



business. He is City Assessor of his town. 
Uie six children are grown to niaturt) yeart». 
To Mr. and Mrs. McDermott have been bom 
three children: Leah and Leal (twins) and 
Mary Fallen. Mrs. McDermott a member 
of the Episcopal Ciiurch. Siie was formerly 
a teacher uf etitablished reputation, and is a 
lady of intelligence and refinement A.lthough 
quite a new aeeaasion to the bnsiness drelea 
of La CruBse, Mr. McDermott is well versed 
in hii» bnsine?s, and stands liirrh .socially and 
morally among a large and increasing circle 
of acqnaintanees. For want of time he takes 
▼ery litde interest in polities. 



SON. TllEODOKE liODOLF, one of the 
early settlers and a highly respected 
citizen of La Crosse county, died at hid 
home in La Crosse, February 12, 1892. He 
was a native of Switzerland, born in the can- 
ton of Argovia, tJctoher 17, 1851. He de- 
voted his earlier years to acquiring an ednea- 
tion, and was a student in a college of Aaran, 
the capital of liis native canton, and also in 
the University of Zurich. His pareiitt-, Fred- 
erick and Emerencia liodolf, emigrated with 
their family to America in 1833; the father 
died of yellow fever soon after hwding in 
New Orleans, and in 1834 the mother with 
her children removed to Wi.sconsin, and set 
tied on a farm in l^a Fayette county. There 
was a family uf nine children, seven of whom 
are now deceased. In 1840 Theodore Rodolf 
went to Mineral Point, where he engaged 
in the mercantile business, and also dealt in 
the products of the lead njines. Tiiirteen 
years later he came to La Crosse, where 
he assumed the duties of Beeeiver in the land 
office by appointment of President PiereeL 
lie held this position by reappointment of 
President Buchanan until 1861. After that 
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time lie waa largely engaged in inenrance 
and real-e8tat« operations. While a resident 
of Mineral Point he was prominently iden- 
tified with all the public tnoveiuente ot that 
dtj. He was a member of the Board of 
Supervieors of La Crowe comity foar years, 

and was chRTrman nf the Board for ono year- 
III' was Mayor of the city in 1868 and 1870, 
and a iiicuiber of the Legislature during 
the same years. He reoeired the Demoeratie 
vote for Speaker the second term, bnt was 
defVuted, the Republicans Ixjing in the ma- 
jority, llo wa.s Democratic candidate for 
Presidential Elector at large in 1804, and 
the iaoie party's candidate for Eleetor in the 
aixth district in 1868, the BepnbUeans in 
both cases being in the asoendant. He was 
alfto Democrafio catididate for State Senator 
in 1876. lie wa« a iiie long Democrat, waa 
one of the leaders in Western Wisconsin, and 
was welt known throngfaont the State. He 
was a prominent member of the I. O. O. 
F., and in 1875 he waa Grand ^fanter of the 
State. He represented the (iraiid Lod<;e of 
the State at the meeting ot the Grand Lo<lge 
of the United States held in Philadelphia 
in 1876. 

Mr. Rodolf waa reared in the Reformed 
Chtirch of Switzerland, but whs mvpr identi- 
fied with any religious body in America. 
He was married in 1839 to Hiss Marie 
Ann Thomas, of New Orleans, and to them 
were born twelve children, five of whom are 
now livirifT. Konrdlcd within as manv weoks 
of diphtheria. Theodore F., the eidebt son, is 
now deceased. The others are: Jnlia; Emily, 
wife of William Ser<ris; Edward G.; Cora 
M., wife of Mayor Copeland; and Stella, 
wife of B. F. Bowcn, of Orlando, Florida. 
Mr. Rodolfn illiit's.s liffan wifli iniuries 
received fruin a tail on the bteps leading to 
the Batarian Bank. After this aoeident he 
never recovered his health, and died Fehrnary 



m 

12, 1892 after a long illness. The City 
Council attended his funeral in a Ixidy, and 
dratted resolutions of sympathy and res»pect. 
The mayor's chair was draped in mourning, 
and the pall-bearers, six in nnmber, were all 
ex-mayors. During all the years of his re^i- 
deiice in I.a Cro^cn cnnnty, he lt>ft an indeli- 
ble impreijii upon the growth and progress 
of the most worthy enterpriser of the com- 
mnnity. • 




fPETTEL BROS., photographer*, La 
CroH^e, Wisconsin. — ^Tlie last few yeara 
have wrought wonderful ehanges for the 

bettor in the artist's and photographer's art, 
and those citizens of La Crosse who have not 
had their portraits taken are much behind 
the times. There is perhaps no establish- 
ment in the eity that shows more conspicu- 
ously the rapid development and improvement 
of the methods of producing [Mirtraits, tlian 
that known as Spettel Hros. A. F. Spettel 
is a native born resident uf La (Jrosge, Wis- 
consin, bis birth oocurrlng A ugust 7, 1866, 
and is the son of Joseph and Mary Spettel, 
the father a native of Germany, and the 
mother of Dayton, Ohio. Jo.seph Spettel, 
who was a ship builder, came to America in 
1861, and followed his trade in New York 
for a short time. Snhseqnentlj he was in 
Milwaukee for a year and then went to Day 
ton, Ohio, where he married. Dnrinff the 
war he traveled ail through the South in the 
employ of the United States, repairing boats, 
and after cessation of hostilities rstnmed to 
Milwaukee, where be resided for several 
year**. Me then came to La Crosse. Wipe<m- 
sin, and has been a resident of that city for 
the pafit twenty-six years. He is now fifty- 
nine years of age and is retired. The mother 
is forty-nine years of age. Their ohildren 
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are named in Ihe order of their birthn aa fol- 
lows: Glementj tenior member of the firm of 
Spettel BruB.; A. F.; Ida Lizzie, one of the 
leading clerkR in the Trade Palaoe^ where she 
hae been for the past funr years; Leo, Ma-" 
mie Carrie and Millie; the last four are 
■ttonding sdiooli. Mr. A. F. Spettel, » tnem- 
ber of the firm, hes been engaged in photog- 
raphy since tlie age of seventeen, end hat 
travelcil in ihh business over a great many 
SiHte**, getting different views in different 
localities, and has made a study of life sized 
portraits. After travding for two years he 
embarked in this l>08ineH.8 with his brother 
Clement, under the firm title of SjK'ttel Bros. 
Their busine»rt Ims incrt'Hsed rapidly, ntul tliey 
have opened a gallery ou the South side, that 
they may the better take care of tlieir inereas* 
ing bnsin^. It is the floest gallerj in the 
city of La Crosse. They at first commenced 
business on a small scale, bnt luiilt on a sure 
foundation, and their present work and in- 
ereaae of basiness shows ttie wisdom of the 
plan. Their wo^l^ coroporsa most favorably 
with any In tlie State, and, as before stated, 
they have a gallery in both North and South 
La Cro«»e, to accomiuodate their constantly 
increasing business. The galleries are well 
located for their basfuess, and most eflteient 
service is rendered in every department. Tlie 
Spetteli^ are TniMtilicrs of tlie Catliolic ('liiircfi, 
iind (.lie of the city's mut.t eiiterpiieiug citi- 
zens. Clement Spettel, senior member of the 
above mentioned firm, was born In Davtuii. 
Ohio, September 7, 1S04, and came with his 
parents to La Crosse wlicn hnt a year old. 
lie started in the portruit work with L. E. 
Meason, of La Crosse, and worked there tor 
four and a half years. He then went to work 
in North La Crosse for himself, 1886, and has 
followed this business since. At the end of 
one year liis bnftinei's had incrpased to such 
au extent that he had to call on his brother, 



A. F., tor HSiiihtance. Clement Spettel is one 
of the finest operators and retouchers ever in 
the city of La Crosse. He has made it a 

constant study for years. He has visited 
studios in the East and South to make bis 
studio one of the finest in the land. 

§0, HUNT, who has for iimny yeara 
been a trusted einploye of the railway 
^ mail service of the United State.-', is a 
native of the State of New York, liom in 
Cattaraugus county, October 24, 1852. His 
father, .\. O. Hunt, Sr., was a nntive of Ver- 
mont, anii etniii^rHtc*] from that State to New 
York, where he engaged in the lumber busi- 
ness. He remained there, devoting his njaoT- 
gies to the enterprise, until 1884, when he 
came to Sauk county, Wisconsin; here his 
l)U8ines8 was in a mercantile line, and lie met 
with gratifying success. Tiiroughout all his 
career he was honored and respected for the 
strict integrity of his dealin;^ He was a 
man of rare force of character, and his many 
good deedfj attest t!io iii-elulness of his life. 
He was liorn September 10, 1809, and died 
February 15, 1877. He was twice married, 
and of the first union six children were bora, 
three of whom are living: Henry C, mem- 
licr of the Staff* Lcgi^lat un-, is ii resiih-nt of 
lieedsbnrg, Wisniiit-iii ; lu; servrd four years 
in the late war ho a tnemlier of an Illiuois 
regiment, and participated in several of the 
most important battles of the conflict; politi- 
cally he affiliatrs with the Democratic party, 
but was elected from a di-strict pr<moune*»<!lly 
liepublican; he is engaged in the general 
roereantile business, and is married, his wife's 
muden name being Hary £. Smith; Albert 
C. was color- bearer of the Fourth New York 
Artillery, and served from the tu'triiinin^ to 
j the end of the struggle; lie married Miss 
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Sarah Hniit. and is tii»\v a residpnt of Vir- ' 
ginia, engHgeU io the hardware business; and 
Helen, wife of Mr. Macutnber, of Boston. 

Of the Mficond marriage the subject of thi« 
notiloe it the only snrTiviiig child. Ai the 
age of sixteen years he begnn clfrkiii'r in a 
general etorc, and alterwHrds beciimo a iiicin- 
ber of the party that Burveyed the Grand 
Rapid* dE Indiaiui Railroad through Michi- 
gan. "Vhen this work was dotio he seeand 
a position as bookkeeper for Riidd & Green 
at Kndd'ri Mill>, conntv, Wisconsin, 

and reinainid there seven years. At the end 
of this period a new experience awaited him 
on the Fadfie eoaat; there be spent one year 
on a ranch, returning home on acconnt of 
illness. He then refntncd the business he 
had left, with the same tirm, contiauiug in 
their employ until Jnly 4, 1879, when he 
was appointed to hi« preeont po»itioD, which 
he hati tilled faithfully and acceptably '"throngh 
all the different kinds of weather and admin- 
istrations.'" His firnt run wuk iietween La 
Crosse ^od Chicago, on the Chtc^tgo, Milwau- 
kee & St Ftol Railroad, hnt at the prcwnt 
time his ran ie between Winona and Chicago. 
Thirteen years of e-ervice have tested his abil- 
ity, and the honor and interfrity of his piir- 
piise have not fallen sliort of bis mental 
capacity. He hae been promoted to the 
highest point attained in this branch of the 
Qovemmeut eervioe. 

Mr. Hnnt wHf» married Septendior 21, 
1877, to Miss J. K. iiarstow, a daughter of 
Williatn and Maiy E. Bftretow, of Ri>eda. 
burg, Wisconsin. The father died March 9, 
1883, aged sixty years, and the niother passed 
away September 29, 1S77, aged tifty-three 
years. Mr. and Mrs. Jkrstow arc tiie parents I 
of four danghtera: Cornelia, wife of George 
Renedict; Nellie, wife of Joe Denning; 
Martha, widow of Hannibal Ayres, and Mrs. 
Hunt. Mr. Hunt lakes an active interest 



in jK>litieal qtiefitinns. He is a natural me- 
chanic, and does remarkably tine work in 
wood; he also has a dee.ided taete for natural 
history, and has made a fine collection of 
qiecimens. At one time he held tlie oflSoe of 
Town Clerk, was station agent, telegraph 
operator, and a member of the Board of Edu- 
cation, lie has always enjoyed the highest 
respect and esteem of the oommnnity in 
whieli he Uvea. ■ 

■■■i C ' i ' t ' S ' " 

T -T 1 ILLIAM OALVIN, traveling auditor 
of the Northern Paeiiie Railroad,eame 
tu La Crosse in 1869, and has been a 
resident here ever since. He first saw the 
light of day in Galena, Illinois, April 9,1847, 
and his parents, D. and liridget Galvin, were 
natives of Ireland. Tbe father was engaged 
in buying grain, held a number of offices in 
Galena, and wag extensively known. He was 
hard of hearing and was killed by tlie ears 
when crossing a railroad track. He was born 
in the year 1802, and came to America in 
1838. He was straightforward, honest and 
ii[>ri|^ht in all his dealings, and niany public 
trii.-i.i lie bad held were kept witli the most 
seruptaious fidelity. Ue was president of the 
Board of Education, snd was an important 
fiwitor in educational affairs. He died in 
October, 1884, and was a prominent meml>er 
of the Catholic Clnu eh, as was al^o his wife, 
who died November 2, 1886, when seventy- 
two years of age. William Oatvin is the 
oldest living child bom to bis parents; then 
Kaiherine, wife of T. L. McDermit, of (ta- 
lena, lUinuis; and then D. J., who reside.;* in 
Jamestown, North Dakota, and who married 
Miss Catherine Calahan. Our subject was 
educated Ju Galena, Illinois, and commenced 
for himself on the Soutliem Minnesota Kail- 
road. When the system was bought out he 
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£till reinaiued in the ern£)luj of tbe shihc 
road, b«ving been with the Mtme for about 
twenty yean, and filling almost all the poei- 
tiona np to the one he ntiw holds. He tirAt 
commentred as exj)ense-bill cler]<, atid wa« 
agent for La Cruf^se station jnst preceding 
his preeent Appointment He is one of the 
county's best ctticens, and takes an interest 
in whatever promises good for his commu- 
nity. He was married on the 15th of De 
uember, 1873, to Mies Margaret A. Manning, 
daughter of Thomas and Marjr Manning, of 
lift Orosse. The parents were natives of 
IreUbd, bnt came to this count iv wlien 
yonnr^. The fatlier was ♦«nfTaged East in the 
grocery t)iifiinpas. He died when forty-two 
yeart* uf age, but his widow is »till living, 
and is seventy- tive years of age. They had 
six children, three still living: Thomas, of 
La Crosee; Elizabeth and Mrs. Galvin. Mr. 
(tulvin is a Democrat in politics, and a mem- 
ber of the Knights of Honor. Mr. and Mrs. 
Galvin are members of the Roman Catholie 
Ghnreh. 

W. UEVDON, cooper. — Among the 
standard and leading estahlishments of 
' the city of La Crosse, Wisconsin, is 
tlie coopering estultli-liment of Mr. n< vdon. 
the manflger of tiie La Cros.se barrel factories 
of Mc8sr<5. Doud, Sons & Co. The factories 
are at Winona, Manlcato, Stillwater, Dnlnth 
and West Superior, and stave factories are at 
Kudolph and Pittsville, Wi^Musin. The 
goods are guaranteed and standard witli the 
trade. Those dealing with Mr. Hejdon will i 
get advantages not duplicated elsewhere, for 
. the machinery in use is of the finest and most 
modern make; the goods can be made at less j 
cost tliaii at many other places, and for this 
reason can be sold at very reasonable prices. 



Mr. iloydon was ixirn in Onondaga county. 
New York, April IT, 1828, to Miles and Be- 
linda (Symonds) H^don« the former a native 
of Conneeticat, who came to New York when 
about twenty-one yenris of aire, and thorp fob 
lowed farming throughout the remainder of 
his life. He was a soldier in the war of 
1813 for several months, and diel at al»oat 
the of sixty years, his wife having 
jxi.'^sfnl from lift' innriv yPHre before. Their 
union was blesseil in the birth of tive son? and 
four daughters, seven members of which 
family grew to maturity and four are now 
living: L,eonard; Parker; E. W., the itubjeet 
of thi-; -ikotfli; and John, all of whom aro 
living ill WcBtt'rri New York with tlm pxcep- 
tion of E. W. The latter was e«Jucated iu 
the poblic schools of New York, and in the 
State of his birth learned the details of farm- 
ing and the cooper's trade. With the desiro 
to better his financial affairs he came West 
September 5, 1(^53, and until 1857 was a 
residentof Lock|)ort, Illinois, but from Trem- 
pealean county, Wisconsin, he came to La 
Crosse about twelve yeurs since and has since 
conducted a farm as well ns Ins eoo|)erage 
establishmeut. While iu Trempealeau county 
he was a school official and was an important 
factor in the educational affiiirs of his eotn- 
mnnity. 

In Febniarv, 1*^64, be enlisted in tlio Union 
army in Company I, Thirty sixth Wit-consin 
Volunteer Infantry, and took part in the 
battle of Petersbnrg, which lasted several 
months, and later took part in the deadly 
charge at that place. He held the rank of 
Firi^t Lieutenant on entering the service, and 
later was promoted to the rank of Captain. 
He was detailed on the start to father about 
him some sixty men who were at home oti 
furlough, and :iftt r doliii^ so reported fordaty 
at Alexandria, Vir^rinia. to General Bricrirg. 
He was honorably discharged in January, 
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18R5, on account of dfpnhility and returned 
home, but for some time previous to doing 
M aMistod in the pajr rolls. Since the war 
he hm given attention to his trade and 
has done well, being now one of the wide- 
nwftke men of La Crosso. He is a menilHT 
of the I. O. O. F. and the G. A. R. He taken 
considerable iatcrest in politics and votes the 
Repnblieaa tieket, but has never put forward 
hi« cliiiniB for political pieferenoe. He is a 
worthy and industrious citizen, and in the 
liighcst dogree horioral)!c in his Ijusincss 
transHC'Sions. In his inisinefifi he goes on the 
principle that it ie the eheapeet to buj the 
heat, make tlie beet, and sell the best tliat 
the trade can afford. 

September 22. 1857. he was nmrried, in 
Trempealeau county, to Miss Gertrude Uoud, 
daughter of Chanucej and Sanih (Comstock) 
Dtind, both natives of Jefferson connty, New 
York, moving afterwards to Michigan in 
1830, having l)een marrieil in New York two 
years earlier. They resided in Mi< lii;,faii 
until 1842, then moved to Kendall county, ' 
Illinois, to Loekport, Will conntj, of the same 1 
State in 1849, and to Wisconsin in 1857, | 
landing in Tretnpcaleau county on the 22d 
of May. The father was a fnrinpr, but al- 
ways followed coopering. He now resides in 
Winona, Minnesota, at the age of eighty- 
three years, his wife having died May 18, 
1887, aged sovcuty-seven years. To this | 
couple ein-ht clii1dr(»n were born, two of whom 
died in infancy: Itoice resido:^ iu Winona, 
Minnesota, hie first wife being iowa Batch- 
elder, and his second. Jesse Moirj Anna 
(Mrs. Hcydon); Anna, widow of Abner Har- 
ris, resides in Winona; Maricftji (doceii^ed); 
George (deceased); Maria Lniiisu, wife of 
George M. Bruah, resides in Minneapolis; 
Cornelia L., widow of Prad Bonner, keeps 
house for her fathor, and George $., of ! 

Winona, married to Josio JKewell. Mr. and ' 
11 



Mrs. Ileydon are the parents of the following 
children: Ularence It., an engineer and ma- 
chinist; Harry £. has charge of a cooper 
shop at Mankato, Minnesota. His wife is 

Zoe Nimock, and their two daughters are 
Grace and llhmclie; Gertrude I). i> a teaclier 
iu the schools of 1.^ Grosse, and takes rank 
with the progressive and Buceet>sful teacliers 
of the coonty, and Lottie is fitting herself for 
a teacher in the Normal School of Mankato, 
Miniiegota. AUhongh the Heydons are not 
members of any church, they asaaliy attend 
the Univorsali&t Church. 

L. JENKS, a lumber merchant of La 
Gros?e ami an honored pioneer of tlie 
" county, owes his nativity to Lyme, 
Grafton connty, JNew Hampshire, the year 
of his birth being 1887. His parents, John 
and Marinda (Cook) Jenkf, were also natives 
of the Granite State, when' the fufher fol- 
lowed farming. He was an industrious, up- 
right and honorable eitisen; his d<iath 
occurred in 1869, at the age of sixty-flve 
years; his wife passed away in 1883 at the 
age of seventy year?;. Of tlie ten children 
born to them, six are still living, and two 
sous and a daughter are in the West. C. L. 
Jenks oame to Wisconsin in the fsll of 1856, 
settled in £a Crosse, and there has resided 
e\'er sit'ce, pnrroiinded by many warm 
friends, lie beiran the l)attle of life for him- 
self working by the day in the woods and on 
the riv«r, driving and contrscting and raft- 
ing; he has made the most of the opportnni* 
ties that have presented themselves to him, 
and is now the owner of a wholesale and re- 
tail lumber yard; he also owns a commodious 
residenoe on Seventh street, wfaieh is very 
complete in all its appointments. 

Mr. Jenks seleeted his wife in (he person 
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of Miss TTnrrit't Daltoti, daui^liter of Jolm E. 
Dalton, M. D., and tlieir nuptials wore celt: 
brated in 1861. Dr. Dalton wa« a gmdoate 
vf Dartmouth Collage^ New Hampahire, and 
tx'^.ui the praotiee of bia profevaion in Mar- 
tinsville, Clinton comity, Ohio, and laJer 
Iwate^l in New Vienna, Ohio. In 1851, 
duri'g the excitement over the gold dis- 
coverj in California, he jon rneyed tothatStato, 
going overland, and valked moretban three- 
fonrtlis of tho distance. The coinpfiny wns 
orf^anized at St. I^onis. atnl riiiide what Ib 
now Kansas City, Mo., their meeting point; 
from thia plaoe an immenie train of ox teama 
and wagons atarted for the gold "digging." 
Much sickness prevailed during the journey, 
■which required six months for its acconi- 
plishiuent, and the Doctor was kept ''on the 
go,'* now in adranee, now in the rear part of 
the train; thna it was that most of the jonr- 
oey for him was made <m foot. He remained 
in Cdlifoniia three years, hnt dtirint; that 
period gave most of his time to \i'is pruled- i 
aion. Returning to Clintou county, Ohio, 
he eontinaed hia practice nntil 1858, wlieo he 
removed with hig family to La Crosbo, Wis- 
consin, bnt after a few A'ears rctiic'd. Ih> 
was a very snecpissful pliysician, a ripe .sctiular | 
and a leader in the profession of medicine. 
He died in 1887, at the age of eighty-seven 
years; bis wile died in 1884, nged three 
score and ten years. Bntli were honored 
meinhcrs of the Uuiverbalist Chnrch. Dr. 
Dalton was widely known, and it was said 
tlist be bad not an enemy in the world. He 
was bom in Warner, New Hauipsbire, and 
hia wife was a native of Olaremont, New ' 
Ilamp-^Viire. Their children, live in nnmber, 
are all living and are honored residents of La 
Crosse eonnty. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jenka have a happy home 
which baa been blessed in the birth of aix 
children: Ellen, wife of Abram James, 



resides in La Crosse and is the mother of two 
children, Grace and May; Charles is foreman 
in the rafting business with bis father; bie 
wife'a maiden name waa Ltssie Matbewaon; 
John haa charge of the lumber yard in North 
La Crosse; he tnarried MibS AiinaG. Panl; 
Albert is at work in the yard, and William 
and Louis are pupils in tho public school. 
Mr. Jenka ie an ardent Repabliean and has 
always manifested a lively interest in tbe 
we-lfure of liis party ami it^ poneral snrcess. 
He ami his wile ai"e numbereii aimtng the 
esteemed citizens of La Crosse county, as are 
also his ehildrro and their families. 

fU. LIGHTBODY, LaCrosse, Wiscon- 
sin. — Few, if aoy, among those engaged 
^ in tbe real-estate and insuranoe bnaineae 

in this city maintain as high a reputation for 
I integrity and reliability a^ Mr. Lightbody. 
I whose office is located at No. 107 Nortli 
Fourth street. He was born in Oneida 
county, New York, Jnly S5, 1840, and hia 
father, Archibald Lightbody, was a nativ© of 
Scotland. The mother, whose niaiJi u name 
j was Anjjeline IVentisp, was a native alsK) of 
Oneida county, ISew York. Archibald Light- 
body and family came to Wisconsin in 1852, 
settled in Oalnmet ooanty, and there the 
father followed his trade, that of meciianic. 
lie died in that county in l'*73. when sixty- 
oue years of age. Uc was a prominent mem- 
ber of the Congrej^ational Church, and the 
mother, who ia atill living and resides in La 
Crosse, is an esteemed member of tbe same. 
She is now about seventy-four years of age. 
J. il. Lightiiody, tiie eldest of live children, 
commenced busiuess for himself in a print- 
ing-offloe at Fond dn Lac, Wisoonsin, and the 
last year was publitihor of tho Fond dn Lao 
OimmorMoeaUh. After thia he spent ten 
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yomra in N«« Tork aity« in the meraantile 

buaineaa, closed out in 1871, and then came 
to Wisconsin, vrlierc lie was in the employ of 
the Singer Manufacturing Oumpany, iiaving 
eh*rge of one of their offiotu at lladiflon, 
Watertown and La Cro««e. H« eocttiffned 
with thia company for fourteen years, and in 
1887 eiifi^ajred if. his present hnftiiu'ss, which 
he has followed ever since with good suct ess. 
In fire insurance he represents the Uniled 
Stales of New Tork ei^* and the Mechaniea' 
of Philadelphia. Healaodeal* in real estate, 
hafl an extensive basinesa, and haa hia fall 
share of the trade. 

Mr. Lightbody is married and iia« four 
children: Arehie, in the employ of Hodges 
A Hyde, M atenoerapher and oonespondent; 
Herbert, who is employed by Stultz <fe Schick, 
as an architect ; and Martha and James, aged 
respectively nine and four. Mr. and Mrs. 
Ligfathody are members of the Gongrega- 
tional Ohnrch, and in politioB the former is a 
Republieaa. 



— ■ ^ • i .« t - > .^ — 

C. TBCHUBR is a inannfactorer of 

corn meal, grahatti floor, and ground 
fecr], and deali;r in ^rain, grass seed, 
balod liay and straw, white limp, plaster of 
Paris, cement and adamant phister, iu La 
Orosse, Wiscoosiu, ia thoronghly imbued 
with enterprise and ptiblie spirit, both of 
which attributes are essential fur the welfare 
of man'^ hnsiness and for t!io good of a city. 
He was bora in Germany, October 6, 1850, 
to A. and Mary (Eichler) Teehmer, who came 
from their natife land to America in 1869, 
and took up their residence in I, a Crosse, of 
wliich city they are still liuimrod i-f-iihjnts. 
The father served in one of tlie Gtirnuin wars 
for three years, and by trade is a carpenter. 
Of eleven children tiom to them, seven are 



still living, and all reside in La Crosse, widi 

the interests of which place they have 
thoroughly identified the in selves. H. 0. 
Techmer began business for himself in 1883, 
opening a feed store, which eaugbt fire aud 
bnmed to the ground in 1887. It was called 
the r^t Crosse Milling Company. Mr. Tech- 
mer has now the largest bnsilles:^ of tlic kind 
iTi the city, and his annual yearly protit is 
large and eminently satisfactory. 

He was married Jane 6, 1888, to Miss 
Laara Bosshard, daughter of Jacob and 
Susannah Bosshard of La Crosse, who nre 
well-to-do and highly re*j)ected oitizons. 
They were born in Switzerland, but have been 
residents of America for about twenty-flve 
years past. Their family consists of fonr 
children. Mr. and Mrs. Techmer's union has 
been blessed in thn l»irth of one child, a bright 
little daughter, Leona. Mr. Teehmer ia a 
member ^ the Gernuui Lutheran Obnreb, 
and is one of the most enterprising business 
men of the c>ity. He favorsand lends a help- 
ing hand to all worthy movements whioh con- 
duce to the proei>erity of tlie city and county; 
is a law-abiding citizen whose career has been 
above reproach. 

;?riIL.MA:\' & GASS, manufacturers 
^ of galvanixed iron oornices and window 
cape, tin, slate and sheet-iron roofing, 

occupy a prominent place in commercial cir- 
cles iu La Crosse conntv. The tirni is com- 
posed of Adolph F. Kuhlman and Anthony 
Gass, of whom brief personal mention will 
be made. 

Anthony Gass was born in the city of 
Chicago, Illinois, April 30, and is a 

son of Matlliias and Catharine (Benriej Gass. 
The father was a native of Batzendorf, Alsace, 
and the mother came from Heidenheim, 
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Q«riniiny, tlie village being located in Wiirt- | 
einhiirg. Matthias GaRS emicrrated to Atner- | 
ictt wJien a yoang man, and loeatod in 
Chicago, where he was marrieJ. In ISliS 
he removed with his family to La Crosse, and 
in 1876 went to Baflilo oonntj. Wiieontin, 
where be now reeidea. He and bis wife bad 
born to them a family of four bods and four 
danjz'i^^rt^, three tool Mid two danghters 
aurviviiiir. 

Our snhject grew to manhood iu this city, 
abd learned tbe trade of tin-theet and metal 
worker. In 1885 he formed a partnership 
with Mr. Kuhlman fmr the purpose of carry- 
ing on the bn95ne*»s on a more extensive plan. 
They have been connected wiili the coiibtruc- 
tion off the Fnnk buildings, tJie Zeisler 
Brewery plant, Doerr«*s bnilding. Bliss & 
Sell's block, Gaoterbnry block, St. Joseph's 
Ohnn-h tower, tiinl the Aduratidn chfipol. 

Mr. GaSij wati marrietl in this city to Miss 
Looisa I3erg, a daughter of Ghriatian and 
Knnignpda Berg, natives of WQrtembnrg 
and Bavaria, respectively, lie is a member 
uf the society of St. Boniface, of St. Jo.seph's 
Casino. himI ot the T.a Crosse Diocesan Life 
Insurance Cuiiipauy. 

Adulph F. Kuhlman was bom near Marl- 
gaerten on the Heisen, in the kingdom of 
Hanover, (it rm;iny, June 11, 1830, and is a 
son of John lii rnan! and — - — — (Burlaji^e) 
Kuhlman; the Inilifi- was a farmer hy occu- 
pation. In iHb^ Adolph came to America, 
landing in the city of Boston; there he spent 
two years, coming at the end of tliat time to 
Dubuque, Iowa. He livt>.i In tlie latter place 
for ftbont eighteen veats, and tiipre learned 
the trade of a shcet-metai worker and tin- 
smith. He snbsequently spent some time in 
Winneshiek county, Iowa, and also at Grand 
Haven, Wisconsin. In 1882 he came to La 
Crosse, and since that time has been a con- 



spicnouB figare in commercial and bnilding 

circles. 

He was united in marriage to Miss Eva 
Weber, in Winneshiek oonnty, Iowa. Mrs. 
Kuhlman is a native of Oineinnati, Ohio, and 
is a daughter of parents of Bavarian birth. 
Of this union one son and three danghterg 
have been boru: Ottilia, a sister in the Con- 
vent of St. Frauds of Rose, Alma; Evm and 
William. The parents are communicants of 
St. Nicholas' Roman Catholic Church Mr. 
IvnIihTtan hplonfys to St. Alphonsu^' Roman 
Catholic Benevolent Society, of Dubuque, 
Iowa, and to the La Crosse Diocesan Life 
Insnrnnoe Company. Both members of tha 
firm of Kuh] I 1 A' Gass are active workers 
iu the Builders' iilxchange of La Oroese. 

fort'rn!\n of the car- 
pentry department of the shops of the 
Chicago, Milwaukee *!b St. Paul liailway 
Compnny at La Croaae, was bom in Milwaa- 
kec, AugiKst 28, 1858, a eon of Charles and 
Magdalcna iStorkl Kahler, the former a 
native of Sa.xony and the latternf Darmstadt, 
Germany, who came to America in their 
young days. The father was a ear-repairer 
in this country. After his marriage, in Mil- 
waukee, he came to La Cr«««e, upon the 
completion of the Chicafjo, Milwaukee ^ St. 
Paul Railway lu tliis |K)int. They reared 
four sons, namely: August, who is now en- 
gaged in stock ranching in Idaho; Wiltiam, 
c:ir. repairer in Minneapolis; Charles, a miner 
in Idaho; and the suljject of this sketch. 

Mr. Kahier learned the carpenter's trade, 
entered the railroad shops here, and since 
lti85 has served in his present capacity, for 
which he is so well adapted. He is a mem. 
her of the Brotherhood of Railway Oarroeo, 
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and is now «emog his first terra as Saper- 
vUor of tlie FiftotMith Ward ot La Crosse. 

Ilo wns married, in tlitp city, to Mins 
Aintiliii, ilaagbter of John Brinkmaii, and 
Md tiiuj have two sons and four daugliters, 
namelj: Xinie, AagQst, LilUet HiDnle, Ida 
and Wmiatn. 

[AOOfi HAHN, Seoratary of the La 

Cro88e Board of Public WorkB. wus • 
born in Geoglir, Prussia, near the city ■ 
uf ('<»l<)gTH», DeceinlMT 11. 1S50. He is a' 
Buu uf Jolin aud Anua Sophia (Gapellau) 
Haho, natires of Frassla, who emigrated to 
Atnerioa in 18S7, aod located at La GroBse, 
Wisconsin, in April of that year. Poth 
passed thp remainiicr of tlieir lives in this 
city. The mother was married before her 
union, to John Hahn, and had two dangbters : 
Catherine became the wife of William F. 
Gohres, and died in early womanhood; Ifarj 
8. married John O'Neill, and now resides in 
North La Crosse. Henry and another sou 
died in inCancy. Jacob reoeived hia ed«ea* 
tion in tlM eouimon eeheoU of this city, and 
was also a student in t' * ] aruchial school 
under tlie jurisdiction of the Francit^eaii 
Sisters of IVrpetiial Adoration; he was grad- 
uated I'roin the La Crus«e Coiunjcrcial Col- 
l<^ge, and embarked in bnsiaess on his own 
aeeonnt in partnership with John 0*Neil; 
they carried on a prosperoas grocery trade 
until 187«, when he bought Mr. O'Neii's 
interest and continued the bosiuess alone 
antil 1884, when he sold out and retired 
from aotive pnrsnita. At the end of two 
years he engaged in the liardware trade, 
the firm being Halm & Pntsch; this rela- 
tionship existed two years, at the end ot 
whieh time he disposed of his interest, and 
then established himself in trade alone. He 



is still oondueting the business, and has a 

wide patronage of t!ie best class of t-itipcens. 

Mr. Uahn has served two terms as a mem- 
ber of the Comuiou Council, and in ISUl he 
was eleeted a member of the Board of Pablie 
Works, and by the board was ehosen sec- 
retary. 

He was married October B, 1H77, tr» Mi(<s 
Theresa 8chalfermeyer, a native of Minnesota; 
of this nnion seven children have been born: 
the d^dest, Mary, died in infancy; Mary 8., 
Henry H., Annie Sophia, Peter, John and 
Josepli. Mr. Hahii is a meml>er of St. 
John's Society, and was its first president. 
Ho belongs to the Washington Hose Com- 
pany, Mo. 3, of the City Fire Department, 
lie and his wife l>oth bel<Nig to St. John** 
liOinan Catlmlic Churtdi. 

in his pi-esciit otHcial capacity Mr. Hahn 
has been of great service to the city, and ha« 
made the roost of his opportnnides to ad- 
vanoe her interesta. 

- ....i S . ll l I . S p. M . 




J, KELLY.— The Board of Pablie 
Works ot La Croese, Wisconsin, eon- 

-ists of Edmund J. Kelly, President, 
Jacoh Halm, Secretary, and W. H.Tarliox. 
This lioard lias c^mtrol of all public worlds, 
atid is empowered to make all contracts for 
the eonstrnetion of bridges, walks, sewers, 
lighting of city boitdinge, etc. The wagon 
and foot bridtre recently contractod for by 
the citv is the iar^cnt on tlie Missiesippi 
river except at St. Louis. The city h&i 
twenty and a half milee of water mains, and 
n little more than flflaen miles of macadam- 
ized streets. Three city buildings are being 
constructed in 18'Ji: tiie city hall, at a cost 
of $40,000; a sclioolhouse in the Tenth Ward, 
at a eost of $9,000, and an addition to the 
•ohoolhonae in the Sixth Ward, at a eoat of 
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$7,000. The city water syteiij pays a good 
revenue over and above cost of operating, 
»nd the waiter rapply ie very snperior. 

Mr. Kelly is a native of Brownaville, Min- 
nesota, lioru July 21, 1ST)7^ and is a so!l of 
E. 1). an<l Mary (Frawlcy) Ivdly. iiativt';^ of 
Ireland; the parents eniigrated to America 
in their youth, and were married at Steoben^ 
vitle, Ohio, in 1853. Edmund J. was edu- 
cated in the public schooU of Brownsville, 
Minnesota, and was c/nidiifttefl in 1876. He 
tlieu engaged in teaciiing, and followed the 
protemion about nine months. In 1877 he 
oame to La GroeM, and embarked in the 
grocery trade, and afterward was employed 
by Williatn llaynes in the retail trrocfry 
trade. For one year lie was billing and en- 
tering clerk in the wholesale honse of J. J. 
Hogan, and in 1682 he opened a groeery 
and provision store on his own jucrinnt; tliie. 
ho condiH t<Hl tinfil the spring of 1891, when 
he closed out tlie Imfsines.s. 

lu the spring ul 1885 tlic people of La 
Crosse testified to their eonfidenoe in Mr. 
Eelly by'eteeting him a member of the Com- 
inon Connoil ; he served in this capacity forsix 
years, umi in I'^Ol he wap selwitf'd a mnnher 
of the iJuard of i'nbtic Works for a term 
of foar years; be was immediately made 
president of the board. 

Mr. Kelly was united in marriage, June 
10, 1^S5. to Mii»fl Mary Kcnvery. a nnfivc of 
Ireland, who was brought by her parents to 
America wb«i she was three years of age. 
Three children have been bom to Mr. and 
Mrs. Kelly: Mary,Edmand J., and Harriett, 
nil of whom are living, ^^r. K<^llv ip a 
member of the Ancient Order of 11 ibernians, 
and is county delegate of the order; he be- 
longs to the CatboKo Knights of Wisconsin, 
an insurance association, of which he is 
firancial PtuTftary fDr tfti- city; he irtameni- 
tier of the Third licginient of Wisconsin Na- 



tional Guards, (!7ompany B, in which be is 
serving his fourth year. He and bis wife 
are memliers of St. Mary's Catholie Chnreb, 

of which ho is financial secretary. 

E. n. and Mary (Frawley) Kelly reared a 
family of three sons and two daughters: 
James, Daniel M., Johanna, Elizabeth, aud 
Edmnnd J.; the eldest sister, Johanna, mar- 
ried Thomas Blake, and resides in San Joae, 
California; the brothers are resiflfnts of La 
Crosse, whilo Elizabeth li^'cs witli her tather. 
The mother died when onr 6ubject was a lad 
of seven years; the father married a second 
time, and is again a widower. 

fllOMAS R. 8P£NC£, wholesale and 
retiul dealer in dmgs, paints, oils and 
v ' g!!it>^, occupies an important position in 
comrniTciid circli'S in tliif city, and is entitled 
to inure than a passing mention. lie is a 
native of the State of Wisconsin, born in 
Wankesbai Angost 8, 1861, and is a son of 
Thomas and Jane (Leslie) Spence. His 
parents were born near I^elfriet, Ireland, and 
emigrated to America about tiii; year of 1845 
or 1846; after spending some time in Brook- 
lyn, New York, they came to Wieoonsin, and 
settled at Waukesha. In the latter years of 
his life, Mr. Spence was connected with the 
real-estatt? and loan hnpinc?; lio i» n man of 
excellent education, and in his younger days 
taught school and served as a ininistn' of the 
gospel. 

Thomas II. Spence grew to manhood in 
Waukesha, and olttnined a fair education in 
the conjmon schools. At the age of thirtetjn 
years he was apprenticed as a drug clerk in 
the store of I. H. White, where he remained 
seven yi'ars; during tin's time he ac-quired a 
thoroni,'h know Irdi^c nf ilic retail trade in all 
its details, aud in March, 1871, he came to 
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La Crosse to take charge of the store of John 
S. I.e^iter & Co. He Dinnaged this business 
three years, at the end of which time he pur 
chaeed th« etodc, and hu since maiDtained 
the high lepatalion of the faooM. Hit whole* 
sale trade extends throughout WiproiiPin, 
lown, Minnegntfi and Dakota, over which ter- 
ritory he has two traveling salesman. 

Upon the oiganisatioa of the State Board 
of Pharmacy in 1882, Mr. Spenee rendered, 
most effident aervice in perfecting the plans 
of that body, and served as its president for 
two years, his period of service povprins^ six 
years. His quarter of a centnry's experience 
in the profesaion has well qnalified him for 
the respooaible position he fills, and his care- 
ful and correct hnbiti^ of filling prescriptions 
has won the (»<)iiti(U>tice of a wide circle of 
physicians, liis whole&ale estatiiishtnent al 
No. 119 North Ftont atreet ie a three-story 
boilding, and the retail trade ta carried on at 
Ko. 303 Main street, in a epacioaa and well- 
li;."-]) It'll room. 1 

The business iias incre«8e<l rapidly, sixty 
per cent, of the growth being in mail orders, 
ahowing that the reputation of the store ia 
reaching far beyond local circles. A large 
hnsinc?5 is done in Parry's family medieine?, 
which are prepared and sold excln?ively !ty 
him; he also owns the "White lieavcr'd' 
popular medicines, gnceoaa is the just re- 
ward of the persevering industry and high 
and honorable dealing of anch men as Mr. 
Spene<i. 

He was married at Fortage, Wisconsin, to 
Miaa AdaWyekoff, a native of Pennsylvania, 
a lady of clever literarjr attainments, a gradu- 
ate of Elmira College, New York, and a : 
dniigliter of Samuel and Anfrcline (Dnrchard) I 
Wyckoff. One son has been boru of this 
union, Elbert Wyckoff. 

Mr. Spenoe is a stockholder of the Inter- 
State Fair Asaoeiation and of the La Oruaae 



National Bank. He is one of the incor- 
porators of the Johhpre and Manufaetnrers. 
Union of 1.^ Crosse, and has been Treasurer 
of the Rojal Arcannm several yeara. 




fGID ilACKNER has been a resideutof 
the- United Status since 1880, and is one 
of the most enterprising and prosperona 
citi/cens of La Crosse county, Wisconsin. 11c 
was born in the villai^e of Fordheim, on the 
river Schwarzach, in the Kingdom nf Havaria, 
December 27, 1856. Uis parents, John and 
Oreoentia (Kapfer) Ilackner, were also natives 
of Qerroany; the father died in 1879; he waa 
a farmer by occupation. Onr subject passed 
hi« youth in his native vilhii;e, obtaining a 
good educatioa in the common-schools, which 
was supplemented by a collegiate course at 
Eidistadt. He then began to learn the trade 
of altar-building, and for this purpose spent 
I two years in the art -selioolii of Mnnieli, ?tndy 
ing drawing and wood-carving, lie worked 
at his trade in different cities in his native 
country, and in October, 1880, he emigrated 
to America, coming almost immediately to 
I.a Crosse. Here lie lui.> been prominenrly 
identitiod with the building interests; ho 
employs twenty-three skilled workmen, and 
does an annual business of $16,000. 

Mr. Hackner waa united in toarrisg^ at La 
Crosse, to Miss Julia Kracklaner, a native of 
Freis^tadt, Germany, born January 2, 1857, 
and a daughter of Paul and Katrine Krack- 
laner. Mr. and Mra. Haekner are the parenta 
of three sons and four daughters: Li2»e^ Jn- 
: lia, Katie, John, Annie, William and George. 
I They are both members of the Catholic 
Church. Mr. Ilackner belongs to the St. 
Boniftce Society, to tbe Catholic Knights of 
Wisconsin, to the Diocesan Life Insurance 
Company, and to the Casino. He ia also an 
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active member of the Board of Trade of La 

Crosse. 

In 1^83 Mr!«. iiackner^ mother of our t^uU 
ject, came to America, and makea her home 
with her son, the Ker. 'Willebald Hackner, 
priest of St. Mary'8 Roman Catholie Chorcli 
at Fountain Citjf, Wisconain. 

[MIL TRAUGOTT MUELLER, secre- 
tary and treasurer of the (i. IloiU inun 
Hn/win:; Company, wius li<.irii in 
city of La Oobee, Wisconsin, tfauiiaiy 5, 
1858, and i« a son of Traagott and Emma 
(Bawman) Mueller, nativoB of Chemnitz, 
Saxony. Tlie parents were married in the 
"Fatherland," and emigrated to America 
about tho year The father was a 

haker by trMle, and carried on thi« bnaineeB 
after settling in La Crowe, until the time of 
his ikiitli, which occurred September 1" 
l«f)9. His remains were interred witli uli 
the honors of the Deutcsche Verein, of which 
he bad been a member for many years^; be 
waa a charter member of the La Groese or- 
ganization. Ue was ako a member of the 
Luthenm Chiii"ch. 'I'iic fmnily c-un.«isted of 
two sotiii and two daughters: Frances M., 
Emma, wife of Matthias Keller; Otto, a 
anrreyor and dTanghUman; and Emil Trail- 
gott, tlie subject of this notice. 

Mr. Mueller received a good education in 
the cominon wliools. which was supple- 
mented b^- a thorough commercial course. 
At the age of fifteen years he took charge of 
the books and did general clerking at Green- 
wood, Wisconsin, where he remained four or 
live years. lie then returned to La Cro.-se. 
where he clerked until 1881, accepting in ' 
that year a position as assistant manager and 
bookkeeper of the Heileman Brewing Com- 
pany. In 1884 he took the general manage- 



nient of the biisines>«, and under his wij«e 
«lir<M-tir(n tlif ('«{a1ili-^!ifno?it liri^ iin'rcat^fd its 
output lo 21,<.H>U Imrrels per at num. lie is 
one of the most active members of commer- 
cial circles, and has always given a cordial 
encouragement to those enterprises which 
have had for tht-ir olijfct tlif lifst iritcrcf^ts of 
the community. Ue is a member of the 
Deutsche Yerein, and enjoys the friendship 
of a very wide circle of acquaintances. 

Mr. Mueller was marri<"l in this city to 
Mis:- Louisa Ileilemau, a dauohter of Gott- 
lieb Heileman, whuse history appears else- 
where in this volume. Of this union four 
sons and a daughter have been born: Walter, 
Alfred, Erwin, Otto and Jeunie. The parents 
are worthy and consistent members of the 
Lutheran Church. 

■■■ ■■ { ■ | i H . ^ .. - >- 



oTLtEB HEILEMAN, deceased, 
V bom in Germany, Jaonary 6, 1824, and 

was a son of Casper and Frederieka 
(Meyer) Heileman, both of whom died in tiie 
" Fatherland." They had a family of eight 
children, fonr sons and four daughters; two 
sons and a daughter are all that survive. 
Mr. TItilem;ui (■tui{^r:ife<l to America in 1852, 
and tor a year resided in Philadelphia; thence 
lie went to Milwaukee, and there formed a 
partnership with Gotlieb Meyer, one of his 
own conntrymen. They carried on a bakery 
for five years, and at the end of that time 
Mr. Heileman CAme to La Crosee ami em- 
barked in the brewing business with Jobu 
Gund. This relationship existed fonrteen 
years, when Mr. Gund left the bnsiness on 
Third street; Mr. Heileman, however, con- 
tinued to inaTiarrf the bnsiness until his 
death, which occurred February 19, 1878. 
He bnilt an extensive establishment oo Third 
street, and the bnsiness conducted there gives 
employment to a large number of men. 
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June 28, 1868, he waa luiiteil in marriage 
to 'M'jfii Jolianna HaiUle, a djiiiirlitt^T of Lud- 
wig and l'Kthriu<i (SifTpl) IJantk', natives nf 
the tittme German province. Mr. and Mrb. 
JBande had a &niily of fiv« whb and three 
daughters, lira. Heileman being the fonrth 
in order of birth. The tfitlicr died at the 
fifjp of sipventy years, and tlie iiiotlier at the 
age of sixty-one year«. Jacol>, tlieir oldctit . 
son, it deoofMed, bot the others are all lU ing, i 
and citiaan* of the United States. Mra. Hale, 
man eame to this country in 1S52, and spent | 
four years witli lier hrntlu-rs in Xtnv York; 
thence she went to Milwaukee, where siie was 
married. Mr. aud Mrs. iieilemao are the 
perents of eight children: Loniea, wife of 
E. T. Mueller; Lena married D. Reinns, and 
is the mother of one child, Cliarlotte; Erninii 
is the wife of Georj^e Zri.slt'r, u hrewer of i 
La Croeae, and they have a family of four j 
children — Georgia, Ida, Emma and Henry; i 
Minnie married Williata Linker, and their 
only child, Alfrt-d, li it'll at the nj^e of Tiinc 
months, in IS'II; Paulina is at liomp; Ilfury | 
is vice-president unci superintendent of the ; 
Heileoian Brewing Cum puny; Ida and Jen- ' 
nie are also at home. The mother and cbil- 
drtn aru all members of dittOM-niaa Lntheran 
Church. Mr. llcilotnan was a man of trenial ' 
manuer aud kindly disposition, winning many 
flriends. He lived a ^niet, contented life 
with his wife and children, and enjcyed the 
confidence of all who knew him. 




fHEODOBB KIENAHS is engaged in 
one of the most delightful as well as 
profitable occupations, that of a florist. 
He in a nntivp of t!ie ennntry that has pro- 
duced some of the mont succefsful gardeners, 
horn Ht Sterlit^ Prtissia, thirty miles north 
of JBerlin, September 17, 1869. His parents, 



Heinrich and Fredcricka (Jaricho) Kienahs, 
emigrated to America in ISDO.Hiid located in 
r,a ('rosso wluTc they now reside. They 
have reared a lamily of one son and tbret) 
daughters; Theodore, the snbject of this 
biographical sketch; Mary, wife of Anton 
Kroll of Shelby township, Crosse county; 
Line, wife of Otto Dimmler of Eau Claire, 
Wiricunsin; and Annie, wife of Williatu II. 
Liiening of La Crosse. 

Mr.' Kienahs received bis education in the 
common-schools of L-di Crosse, and in early 
youth befjan the study of tlip occupation of 
his father wtio was also a tiorist. lie has 
been very prosperoas in this enterprise, and 
has contribntei his sliare to the development 
and extension of the trade. He is a mem- 
ber of the Germania Society, and of the 
Board of Trade of l<a Crosse. 

ROY. AUG. FIl. SOnoTKA, the prin- 
cipal teacher in the St. Wcnee(*lani» 
Stdjool, was iKtrri at i'oina, Hohemia, 
August 10, IH5U, and is the only child of 
Prank and Louisa (Fiata) Sobotka^also natives 
of Polna, Bohemia. The father was a farmer 
and market <;ardenpr. and later addo<l a meat 
market to his biisiiies.^^ ; he died of cholera in 
1866, but his wife is still living, and resides 
in her native land. Professor Sobotka was 
educated in his own country; he first entered 
a school at Olmutz, where he pursued the 
lower studio«, an a class mate of Rev. Father 
liynda, the present pastor of St. Stanislaus' 
Bohemian Ghnrdi, St. Panl, Minnesota. He 
spent four years in the seminary for teachers 
at Troppaa in Silesia, from which institution 
he was grailuuted in June, 1878. October 
2Sth of the same ye;ir he was employed as a 
teacher at Lnbna, Bohemia, and remained 
there until April 18, 1880, when he went to 
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Geisehubui, Bohemia, where he taught until 
August 4, 1884. Iq that ^oar he eiuigratt^d 
to Amorica, landing in tbeeity of New York. 
From that time until April, 1888, he whs em- 
ployeil in St. Stjuiislaus' School at St. Pmil, 
MinTic-ota, and also served the chiircli of tlie 
SRiiiu iiuitie aa organist. lie came to La 
OroMo in 1888, and was inetHDed as teaehw 
in the aebool above mentioned; he is also 
church orgHnist. He received his rausical 
education at the seminary in Troppin, the 
capital of Silesia, iuakiD|; hitniBelf a master 
of both Toeal and iaatrnmoDtal maeie. Ue 
has a lai^ daae in masio to which he ean 
devote only his evenings. lie is Notary Pub- 
lic, represents some of the leadinj* insn ranee 
companies of the country, and acts as eorres- 
poadeut of Cousui H. Olaassenius of Chicago. 

Professor Sobotka was nnitod in marriage 
November 13, 1884, to Mii-s Mary Pojinan, a 
native of Polna, Pntiemin; tliiry Imve had 
born to them four cliildreii: August, Mary, 
and Louisa are living; Emanuel died iu St. 
Paul. The parents are coramnDicants of the 
Roman Catholic Church. The Professor is 
president of the Second Bohemian lloman 
Catholic Union of the State of Wisconsin; 
he is also a member of the order of Bohemiiiti 
Knights, and St. Weneeslans' and St. Jobu'^ 
Sodetiee of La Crosse. 

lEORGE & NICHOLS, captain nnd 
pilot on the Mississippi river, was born 

at Oalena, Illinois, in 1S55, to George 
C. nnd Mfiry A. (Payne) Kichols, ttie former 
of whom was born in England and at tht; age 
of seven years became a sailor boy. Alter 
remaioing on the ocean for a namber of years 
be came to Galena, Illinois, some time in the 
year 1835, and engage<i in river n.i'. ii^.ition, 
soon being promoted to the position of pilot. 



lie was in La Crosiie in 1838, and was one of 
the Government employ^ who moved the 
Indians ftom La Crosse to a point on the 
Minnesota river, after wbieh he was employed 
for a iiinribtT of years on Government snag 
and other boatt< in iinprovinj^ the navigation 
of the nurthern portion of the Mississippi 
river. He took the only boat to Blaok River 
Falls that was ever taken to that place and 
navigated the Mississippi river until 1888, 
when he retired. lie was considered one of 
the best pilots on tlie river, and was thor- 
oughly trastworthy and capable. He is now 
residing at West Salem in his sixty-seventh 
year of age, content to teat upon the laurels 
he has won, and in the enjoyment of a fair 
income, the result of many years of toiL 
George 8. Nichob spent his youth in attend- 
ing the pnblie sehools of bis native town, and 
the first work he did in the way of earning 
his own livini>; was as a farm huTid in 1S73. 
In 1878 he went to work on tlie river and 
learned piloting under the able iustruction of 
bis &tber, which business has been his chief 
means of livelihood ever since. He has been 
remarkably successful in tins line of work 
and for the past eij^lit years has been in the 
enipluy of one tirm, which fact speaks iu elo- 
quent terms as to his efiieteney and reliabil- 
ity. He was married in 1874 to Miss Har- 
riet J. Lawton, daughtrr t Tacob Lawton, of 
Cartilage, lilitiois. A family of three chil- 
dren have blessed their union: William, 
Hand Evangeline and George, all of whom still 
remain under the shelter of the parental rool 
Amid the active duties of his career ho has 
foiniil time to eiiltivate the finer and fentler 
feeliugis and iu iiis private and dotner^tir rela- 
tions, he has exempUhed the uharactur of a 
true and good man. He and his ftmily are 
attendants of the Baptist Church, and he is 
one of the men who in working to bring 
Wisconsin into the line of UepubUcan prin- 
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eiples. Genial and hospitable m hie inter- 
eonrse with thn-te nroiind liim, he Iia« a host 
of «&rm friends and bis career thus far in life 
has been «bove reproadi. 



rDliS J. OYEN, one of tlie rising young 
business men of La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
is an Amerioftn by adoption, hi* native 
oonntry l)eing Norway, whwe he was born 
May 21, 1865. He is a son of I.urs and 
Anna (Scillstafl) Oyon, who w<'re abo natives 
of Trondjeni, Norway, Mr. Oyen is by trade 
« gildw and modeler, and whom anoeators 
for many generations Ind. inkatnted Vaage; 
they were an agricnltnral people. In 1870 
tliL' family of our snbject emiprntrd to .'\mer- ' 
ia^ and after their arrival in the United 
States loeated at Madison, Wisconsin, where 
the two sons and three daoghters grew to 
maturity. Peter A. remained in the old 
country and atteiiJed collcfrc paHge*! examina- 
tion, and \i a candidate for a professorship in 
llie State Geological Department of Norway. 
Odin J. received his edocation in tlieeommon 
schools, and at the age of fourteen years be- 
gan tlio study of his pinft-ssion, that of a 
decorator. Hp spent six yunrw in Madison, 
and then went to Cliicago for the purpose of 
talcing an advaneed eonrse; he became a stu- 
dent in tbeAri Institute and dnring the time 
spent in this excellent school made three 
prize drawinfrs. 

In February, 1888, he came to La Crosse 
and established himself in businese, whieh he 
has condneted with marked snooess. He is a 
master of his art, and lias accomplished most 
graflfyinf^ rt':>ult.<. Among the buildin^rii on 
wiiicii he hiit^ been employed, may be men- 
tioned the LTnited States Government Build- 
ing, the Theater, the La Creese Conn^ Conrt- 
bouse imd many private lesideneea. He is 



an active member of the Builders' Exchange, 
one of tlip largest and most prosperons soci- 
eties of the city. lie also belongs to the 
Norden Society and to the Board of Trade. 
Hie Inter-State Fair Association is another 
organization, which has received hwa Mr. 
Oyen a lil»eral 6»p[)ort. lie is a umn of 
sterling traits of character, and is well worthy 
of the ooniidoQoe reposed in by the entire 
commnni^. 



A. GROSS, contractor and builder, oc- 
cupies a prominent position among tlie 
* members of his cn^t, and is entitled 
to more than passing mention in this record of 
the of thp men who have aided in the de- 
velopment of the iudu8tri(» of La Cro«se 
county. Frederick A. Gross was bom in the 
city of Flatow, Prassia, December 3, 1868, and 
is H 8on of Frederick A. and Amelia (Schutz) 
Gross. His father wais a brick innriufacturer 
in early life, but devoted his latter years to 
agricultural pnrsaita. He and his wife reared 
a family of three sons and fonr daughters. 

In 18S2, Frederick A-, Jr., emigrated to 
Aiiierira; he was educated in liis native 
country, and there acquired a thorough 
knowledge of the carpenter's trade. The first 
year of his residence in the United States 
was spent in Tomah, Wisconsin, and in 1888 
he came to I>a Crosse. One year later he 
cmbarkcl in the business which he !ms con- 
ducted so successfully, and with such gratify- 
ing rsenlta. He has made for himself a 
reputation as a tmst'Worthy and capable 
builder, and has established a reputation for 
high and liotiorable dealing. He erected the 
business block of M. Fimk, corner of Fourth 
and Pearl streets, and a handsome residence 
for tlie same gentleman; he bnilt the Chicago. 
Burlington <fc Northern ear shops, Chicago, 
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Burlington & Northern passontjer dcpfjt ut 
Dubuque, tlie scliooihouse in the Tenth Ward, 
nd the approach to the La Crosse bridge 
Bpanning the MieiisBippi rivw at that point, 
ataooetof $G0,00O; tliia last is a sery tine 
piece of work aud reflects great credit upon 
Mr. Gross. He has uow a coatract for build- 
ing H $30,000 rendenoe for N. B. Holway. 

He waa nnited in marriage to Miaa Mary 
Graber, a native of La Crosse and a daughter 
of John and l>arljiirii Grnher, uatives of 
Bavaria, Germany. Tu Mr. and Mrs. Gross 
have beeu born two bous aud oue daughter: 
Alma, Frederiekt and William. The parents 
are members of the German Methodist 
Church, Mr. Gross being a member of the 
iHjard of trustees of Zion Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. Mr. Gross is also a member of 
the La Orosse Board of ^nde. 



jYRON D£ FOROE, West Sdem, Wis- 
consin, one of the snooessfnl edncatora 

of the county, is a aatiTe of La Crosse 

county, Wisconsin, In's liirtli <iecnrrlng June 
10, 1869, and the son of J. i'orter De Force, 
who was bom at North East, Peuusylvauia, 
in 1841. In 1856 the fiither removed to. La 
Orosse, Wiaoonain, where he worked at the 
carpenter trade nntil 1802, \vlicn. filled witli 
a patriotiL- desire to uid his eountry, he on- 
listed in the Second Wisconsin Cavalry, iul- 
lowinjc the fortanes of tbat refitment through 
ita four years* service. In December, 18G2, 
while participating in the battle at ?rairie 
Grove, he was sliVhtly wounded, a ball from 
the enemy grazing his cheek. Returuing to 
La Crosse at the expiration of his serviee, he 
again reenmed his work as a carpenter and 
h nil dor. 

In 1868 he was nuited in marriage to Bliss 



Emily C. Jjeri^, daughter of Andrew and Anna 
Berg, who were natives of Sweden, botli bora 
about the year 1881. The froita of thia union 
were iive children, Byron bMog the eldest. 
The others are: J. Elmer, died in 1876; 
Katie. rMidin<» witlj her mother, and our sub- 
ject; Charleii E., died in 1879; and Carrie 
M., also living with her mother. In 1878 
Mr. De Force with his &mily moved to San 
Joaquin county, California, and there he re- 
sided until liin death in 1885. Afterwards 
the mother aud children returned to LaCrotse 
couuty, Wisconsin, locating at West Salem, 
where the mother bonght a lot and built a 
honae with the money she seen red as widow, 
from Lodge No. 108, A. O. U. W., of Lodi, 
California, bein<r henefieiary of the late Mr. 
De Force. She now has a pleasant aud com- 
fortable home for herself and family, and is 
aided in her support of the eliildren by her 
son Byron, who works on the farms in the 
feummer and teaches during the winter 
months. The latter, ou the 24th of May, 
1889, became one of the charter members of 
the W. J. I*hilUpB Camp, 48, Sona of 
Veterans, and was elected Captain of the 
camp two tortns in Buccession. This year he 
is Captain of the camp. He was ap|>ointed 
Aid-de-Camp on the staff of the Colonel 
commanding die division, and was Assistant 
DiviKloti Inspector in 1890. He inspected 
the liuKert Hughs Camp at La Crosse in tliat 
year, and was sent to Dodge county in Sep- 
tember, 1891, to organize a e^iup at that 
place. He hae not missed a tingle meeting 
of his camp since its organizatioo. He waa 
a delegate to the Division Encampment at 
La Crosse in 1891. Mr. De Force and his 
sister Kate are members of the Congrega- 
tional Chnreh of West Salem, bat the mother 
is a member of the Lntheran ChurcEi. In 
politics he is a Republican. He is one of 
the active young men of the village, being 
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foremost in all enterprises that are for the 
benefit of the town, espeeially patriotic 
measures. 

tQBERT STOGDILL, who has retired 
from active 1inBiTiPS«» pursnitit, is one of 
La Crosse county's most »ub«tantial 
eitisens, and ainoe his residenee herei which 
began in 1878, he has been identified with 
the most progreesivi> eirinenta of the com- 
munity. He was born in Westchester cnimtj. 
New York, June 21, 1817, the son of iienry 
and Cornelia (Ingcrsol) Stogdill, natives of 
Connecticnt and New York respectively. 
The father waa a shoemaker by ooonpation, 
and ho Berve<l ns a soldit^r in the war of 
1812; he died January 10, 1871. at the aore 
of seventy hIx years. In his religious belief 
be was indined to the Qnalcer faith. His 
wife died December 26, 1869, at the age of 
eighty-one years. They had a family of 
three children; Robert, the •Jiihjpct of this 
notice, is the oldest; William ii., and Har- 
riet, who died at the age of five jeare. The 
patMmal grandfather, Robert St^ill, was a 
s^olrlier in the Revolnttonary ^var. and served 
througli tlu! Sf'ven yeari* lui'icr (Tt'iu-ral Mont- 
gomery, and later nniler General Putnam; 
his wife, Sarah Stogdill, drew a pension from 
the Govemnient for a nnmber of years; her 
dentil occurred at the age of eighty years. 
T'l 'ir dautrlittT. Sarah liowell, wlio was l)orn 
in 1800. instill living, in Connecticut; Mont- 
gomery, born in 1805, resides in Newark, 
New Jersey. 

Robert Stogdill, the subject of this notice, 
has l>een a resident of La Crosse since 1S73, 
as before stated. He was unit<»d in iimrritigo 
April 26, 184U, to Miss Mary (tibson, a 
danghterof John and Mary Gibson, natives 
of England. Mr. and Mrs. Qibeon emi* 



grated to America in 1888, and rJcttlcd in 
New York city; the forn!<'r \va5 .i lilaeksmith 
by trade. lie died in 1838, at the age of fifty 
years. The wife passed away in 1832; her 
illness waa cholera, and eontinned from 11 
A. K. to 7 p. N. They had a family of live 
children, two of whom survive, Mrs. Stogdill 
and a sister, Miss Sarah A. Gibson, who re- 
sides in Greeley, Colorado. Mr. and Mrs. 
S'^ogdill have no children bnt an adopted 
daughter, Oraoe Boraham Faasett, a grand- 
niece of Mrs. Stogdill. 

At tlie parly «?e of twelve years Mr. Stog- 
dill started out in life for himself, and soon 
evinced an aptitnde for bnsiness operations 
whid) assnred bis sncoess in the comniereial 
world. He waa first employed in a tobacco 
and cigfir fnctory, and there acquired a full 
knowledge of the bnsiness. He went to New 
York city, where he worked at his trade, and 
Bttbsequeotlj carried on a prosperons busi- 
ness. Attracted by the healthful climate of 
La Crossn, he located here, and is rfganied as 
one of the mo!=t e?-timal)le gentlemen. lie is 
a member of the Ma^sonic order, and takes au 
interest in local politiea, now serving as 
Supervisor of the Eighth Ward. 

fOHN HALYERSON, a valued employd 
of the Ifoos Anderson Company, of La 
Crospe, was born in Norway. Jnly 10, 
1825, a i-oii of Httlver and Pernillu .lohnsion. 
The father was a farmer by trade, and passed 
his life in his native land. The mother after- 
wards emigrated to America in 1846. with 
her three daughters, Mary, Sarah and Jane, 
and her son Gilbert, and died at her daugh- 
ter's hume in Vernon county, Wisconsin, at 
the advanced age of eighty-six years. Tliey 
had a family of six children, five of whom 
are living. 
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John Ilalvereon came to America in 1848, 
landiii;^ iti >Jew York, July 5. In his own 
country he had learned t!ie wagoninaker'e 
trade, iive yean w an apprentice, lie to fnr- 
nleh bis own clothes end washing, and iiad 
thoronghly mastered evorv detail of the busi- 
nese, and t)t>gMn at (jnco to work in this line, 
except only one week's reet with his mother 
ftnd lelativee in Dane oanntj, Wiacomin. 
After his removal to Rock eonnty he settled 
in Janesville, and there went into a \rao;on 
shop. He rpmained thore until October, 
1861. Desiring to secure some land, he 
ranie to La Orosse oonntj and adeeted s 
tract in Bane townships in Hay, tSSl, and 
afterwardii donated the land on wbioh Barre 
Mills is located. Hp erected a honsp on tliis 
land, to be occupied by Lis mother and 
brother. 

Having secnred the land, he again inrnnd 

UiA attention to his trade, which he followed 
in La Cros^^c until 1S54. l^nsincss became 
so dull sit thut time tliat lie was obliged to 
abandon his vocation and go to his farm. 
He sold his shop and the lot on wbioh it 
stood to a Mr. Jenkins, of Bangor. From 
this time until 1860 he was absorbed in agri- 
cultural pnrsuits. and was Sdcceeding well, 
wlien a misfortune in the shape of an injury 
to his back, from heavy lifting, overtook 
bim. 

He disposed of hit^ farm and secured a 
position vvith the Muns Anderson Company, 
entering their employ November IB, IbOO. 
This rslationship has been most satisfactory 
to all partiesrsnd its long duration is evi- 
dence of the stanch fidelity of both employer 

and ein|)lovt'- 

While a rtiaiUtint of Barre township Air. 
Halversou tilled many of the local offices. 
He was Assessor two yean, School Clerk for 
the same length of time, Treasnrer of the 
township one year, and was a member of the 



Board of School Tmstpes. The county was 
then thinly settled, the houses in the town- 
ship not numbering above one doisen in May, 
1661, bnt increased considerably by fall. 

Mr. Halvemon was married in Dane 
county, Wisconsin, March 25, 1852, to Mies 
Cornelia G. Ilanson, a dantrhtor of KitI 
llansoD, now deceased, iier mother's maiden 
name was Dagne, and she is living, at the age 
of ninety years. Both Mr. and Mrs. Halver> 
son are members of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church. Mr. Halverson is an ardent sup- 
porter of the principles of the Republican 
party, and is a loyal dtisen of the eoantty of 
his adoption. 

^^RS. L. RENNER—For quiet, com- 
Hn^^ fortable, homO'like snrronndings and 

^HK^^ f-uperior bill of fare at moderate 
prices, the popular liotel, conducted by Mrs. 
L. Renner, is one of ihi' best stopping places 
in La Crosse. Mrs. Reuuer is one of the 
pioneer settlera of this city, locating hera in 
1801, and is the widow of Lonis Renner, who 
was born in Bavaria, Germany, in 1832. 
Mr. Kenner carno to tlie United States in 
1845, remained in \V averly, Ohio, until 1851, 
when he came to La Orosse and engaged in 
the grocery business on Main street. He 
was married to Miss Julin Diramel, who was 
of German descent, her parents having spent 
their entire lives in that country. Mr. Iten- 
ner remained on Main street une year and 
then built a hotel on Front street where he 
remained nine years. He then sold out and 
built the present Park Hotel in ISS2. This 
he conducted successfully until his death in 
1889, of enlargement of the heart. He wa« 
a man universally respected, and in his death 
the county lost one of its best men. He was 
a good husband and a kind and loving father. 
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Hi« marriage resnlted in the birth of five 
dlildren: Einm». Ida, Anna, .Tnlia and 
Minnie, all with the muther in the hotel. 
Wbeu Mr. R«nner came to La Crosse he had 
very little capital^ but he had the path and 
energy to aoconpllah what he undertook and 
suocoed in inakinfT a home for himself and 
family. He was a United Workman, and in 
politic* wa« a life-loog Democrat. The fam- 
ily are memben of tlw Lutheran Chnreh. 
Mrs. Renner and daughter* atiU eontinne the 
hotel bu6ine8«, and they are meeting with 
well deserved »ae<-eH. 

fEORGE ATKINSON is a real eetote 
agent at 431 Main street, La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, lie is reliable in all his 
dealings, prompt, honorable in carrying out 
hia undertakings, and he baa deservedly se- 
cured the contidence and fatvor of the public. 
He' was born in Soiiier?ot county, Maine, Oc- 
tober 14, 1831, but his fiither, Christoplier At- 
kinsoQ, was born in Fredericksburg, Virginia. ' 
He renu^ned in the 'State of hie birth until 
he was thirty year* of age, then went to | 
Maine smd liegau following Ins trade of hat j 
nmker. He was n stronfj Aho!iti*onii*t and 
voted the Democratic ticket until the nomi- 
nation of Fremoat, whw he and his nine 
sons cast their vote for the brave "patii 
finder," and they have continued to affiliate 
witli the party of which he wag a member, 
ever since. He and his sous voted for 
Franklin Pierce for President, and while on 
a visit to a sister at Frederiekeburg, Yirginia, 
during Pierce's administration, he called on > 
the President and inforincMl liiin Miat he and 
his eiglit sons vdteii tur him, but did not 
divulge tlie fac-t tbat it was the laat Demo- 
crat he should ever vote white slavery 
existed, bat such proved to be the case. U« 



came to Baraboo, Wisconsin, with his family, 
in the fall of 1^50, and in that town made 
bis home until hit; dciith, which occurred iu 
his ninety-eighth your, in 1872. His widow 
survived him until 1877, dying at the age of 
eighty-four years. They were members of 
tilt' !Mcth(i<liet Epigcopal Church and reared 
a lari^e family in tliat f'aitli. Of fourteen 
children born to them all lived to mature 
yeare. At the age of dghteen years Qeorge 
Atkinson began the battle of life for himself, 
and for a number of years during the winter 
months he worked in the pineries of Maine. 
Upon lirst leaving tlie State of his birth he 
went to Maaaaehnsetts, but after a few 
months returned to Haiiie and in 1866 came 
Westand settled in La Groase. He pnn hased 
a farm near Baral^>oo soon after, on wliicli lie 
lived for twelve years, and in 1870 returned 
to this dty and the wme year was elected 
lumber inspector, which position he held 
during Governor Washbume^s administra- 
tion. His next move was to West Salcni, 
but after five years spent in tilling tlie soil 
he returned to La Crosse, which place has 
since been his home. He is now one of the 
popular business men of the city, and is held 
in high esteem by his numerous friends and 
patrons. He was one of the ''boys in blue," 
enlisting in Compauy M, First Heavy Wis- 
Qousiu Artillery, in September, 1864, and 
his eoinmand relieved a regiment of heavy 
artillery at Alexandria, Yirginia, « Xew 
York rc'giment. This command left for the 
front 2,300 stroiig, and returned with only 
eighty men. At the end of eighteen months 
Mr. Atkinson's regiment was mustered out 
of the service in June, 1805, and although 
his will was ^ond his flesh was weak and he 
returned home much shattered in health and 
unable to do a fall day's work. Ue weighed 
175 ponnda on entering the service and 125 
ponnds when he returned home. While 
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holding the position of Alderiimn of La ' 
Crowe, hs resigned this office to go to West 
8aU»ni« where he lived teveral yeare, eloeiog 

h!B business there in 1879. He was married 
March 7. 1^57. in Vermont, to "SiSm Amiindfi 
Withani, a native of Maine, whose father was 
fniin Hertford* Conneetiuek. He is now • 
reeideot of Conoord, Maine* end is eighty- 
one yeeve of ege. He was formerly a farmer , 
find SRwrnill operator. Ilis wife was hnried 
ill at tlie age of fitfventy-five, at Fort- 

land, Maine. Throe of the nine children 
horn to them ere still living: MelieuTboinp 
6011, who resides near Bismarck, Dakota; Olive 
Dickint*ot), of Bo-^ton. Mnssaphn-otts, and 
Mrs. Atkinson. Tin* latter lias horiif' luT hns- 
baud three cliildren: iraak, married to 
Emma Miner, and a resident of la Crosse, 
has been engaged in fanning and is the 
owner of a line farm in Minnesota, which ie 
rented; he is tlie father of a little daughter, 
Geneva; Alice ie the wife of C. W. Spraguo, 
was married in April, 1891, and is a resident 
of Tacoma, Wasliington; and Nettie, who is 
tlie wife of 0. W. Isham, of Crosse, by 
whom she has two promisin::; cliildren: 
licleu and Woodard. Mr. Atkinson is a 
member <tf the G. A. R., and his wife 
belongs to the Woman*s Relief Corps. They 
are highly respected and worthy |)eople, and 
have taken an active intere-^t in that whieh 
pertains to the welfare of the county. 

"£ . > « ftn , 

IJRANK E. NKMIOLS, of the C. 11. 
Ipt Nichols LuiiiImt (^>nipfiny, was horn in 
Madison, Wisconbin, August 10, li^45. 
His parents, C. M. (a native of New York) 
and Jane M. (Eilkins) Nichols, came to Madi- 
son at a very early day, where tlie father em- 
liaikrd ill the mercantile busiiiest*, whicli lip 
followed until he came to La Crossu county 



in the fall of 1852. At that time Onaiaska 
was as lar^ as La Crosse, and it waa indeed 
thonght that the former place would be the 

main city. Mr. Nichols openeil astore there 
and started a mill at the same time, and was 
t^uccessful in running both. Having been 
well educated and a ndiod*tBadier, he waa 
liere placed in charge of alt the schools in the 
vicinity. He had also studied with a view 
of becomini; a pliysician, hut he af>»*rwHrd 
ascertained tiiat his health would not permit 
of such exposure as that calling would entail, 
and he held varioas offices, and was a man of 
affairs, well and favorably known. 

The mill he sold ont to his sons about 
1S7^>; hi* store he had disposed of many 
years before, and during the remainder of his 
days he lived a retired life. He died in 19T7, 
at the age of sizty^fonr years; hie wife died 
just two years previously. They had • ven 
children, four of whom died ymmrr; llie other 
three are Frank E., our subject; Mrs. Fannie 
I'ooler, of Onalaska, and Fred, born April 6, 
1856, and died in 1885. By a former mar- 
riage, however, Mr. Nichols had had four 
cliiMrcn: George and Charles, both deceasod; 
Mary, wife of (ieorge Dresbacli, l)otb of 
whom also are deceased; and Jane, wife of 
Charles Conway, living at Dresbaeb, Minne- 
sota. 

Mr. Nichols, the sulyert of tliis sketch, 
began tiie lumber business at the age of i^ix- 
teen years, and has followed it ever since, 
with signal swccess, although he has been 
burned out several times. At the age of 
twenty-one years he became a pnrtner. The 
first lumberman of Onalaska was C. M. 
Nichols, and when Frank £. became a part- 
ner, with a one-third interest, the firm name 
became C. M. Nichols & Co.; when the father 
died the firm name was changed to C. II. 
Nicdiols & Co.; and a few vears ago it was 
changed to a stock company, and the style 
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elianged to the C. TI. Nu'lmls Lumber Com- 
. pan^; have been incorporated for four years. 
This M the oldest lamber ournpany on Bleek 
river, building the first mill in the«e parta. 

Their null (loc>$ the hirgest bn«iness of all 
ill Otiiihi'ska, eiiipluying on an average a 
hnpdreii men in euuuner and about 125 in 
winter. Tliey have about 100,000,000 feet 
of standing lutntiier, which will be woric for 
iiiitl fur the next cijjht years. The bim- 
ber biit-iiif.^s Ims nifide L:i Crosse, Onalaska 
and other points along tiie river. 

Mr. I^ichoU waa married November 26, 
1874, to Miss Dora Green, daaghter of 4. H. 
and Louisa (Sinkhoff) Green, natives respect- 
ively of Norway and Germany. They have 
fivf children, namely: Charles Ma»on, who 
died at the age of two yearii, in 1877; Dora 
Xell, Raymond Eugene, Franic, Plato and 
fteese Haskell. The lainilj are members of 
the Episcopal Church at Onalaska. Thty 
built their honsn of worship and dpcdci] it to 
the village. Tlie father and hid family are 
alflo members of the Episcopal Chareb. Mr. 
Frank E. Nichols and the oth«r voters of the 
family take little interest in polities, bnt 
affiliate with the Democratic party. 

— ..t.i ^ . im . g i. ■■■ 



fAMKS SYKES, an early settlor and snc- 
ci ssfiil fanner of Farmington township, 
has been a resident of La Crosse county 
sinoe 1649, and Is entitled to a space in this 
record of Wisconsin pioneers. He is a native 
of England, born near Manchester, March 30, 
1821, a fon of J;iin< < and Sarah (Shaw) 
Sykes, natives of the sanie country. Our 
subject spent bis yonth in service in a cottou 
factory. He was married Febraary 27, 1841, 
to Mifis Rebecca liroadbent, a playmate of 
his childhood and a daughter of Benjamin 
and 8arab Broadbent. Mrs. Sykes is one of 



a ffiiiiilv of twelve cliildren. Her parents 
emigrated to the laiited States, aud settled 
in Green connty, Wisconsin. After ooming 
to this cooutry, Mr, Sykes spent some time 
in the East, and was a resident of IMiiladcl- 
phia for eight years. When he catne We-st 
he made the journey by water the greater 
portion of the way, and spent his first winter 
in Green eonnty, Wisconsin. In 1849 he 
tuok up a Government claim in P^irmington 
township, T.a Crosse county, and worked in 
the wuods through live tirst winter. In the 
spring of 1860 bis wife and four ebildren 
oame to the frontier, and for two years they 
lived on this claim. Mr. Sykes then sold 
out to John Kendrlck ancl improved another 
farm, which he die|K>Hed of in 1857; he then 
settled on the land he now occupies. The 
winter of 1858.*59 he spent io the far West, 
as Kansas was then called, en^piged in hunt* 
\vt'^ njid tmppiiji;. 

During t ht; civil war Mr. Sykes enlisted 
in the Eighth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, 
Eagle Regiment, Company I, and aorved 
from September 22, 1861, for a period of 
two years; at the end of that time he was 
discharged on account of disability. 

Mr. Sykes lias added to his tarm as his 
means have permitted, nntil now he owns 
400 acres, improved with every modem con- 
venience; his buildings are enbstantial; he 
ha.s one of the be^it eqnipped Rorghnm mills 
iu the county, aud is surronnded with all tho 
oomforts of modem ingennity. 

Onrsobject and wife are the parents of 
eight children, four of whom were born in 
Peiin?y!vHnia, ntid four in Wisconi^in: Sarali 
F. is tho wife of Chester Andrews, a farmer 
of Farmington township; William ii a resi- 
dent farmer in the State of Washington; 
Martha A. wedded Alex. Burr, and resides 
in Minnesota: Rebecca C. became tlie wife 
of Alex. Clark, aud died March 9, lbS7; 
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John II. died in Washington, Defi'iiil)cr 16, 
1*<89, leaving a widow and two children; 
Eunice A. is the wife of Samuel Clark, who 
i« engaged in firming in Nebraskft; and 
Jamee L. refidfij on the dd hoint'steud, mar- 
ried Stella, dan<j^l)t(^>r of L. Frank) by whom 
he has one danghter, < >livc. 

Mr. S^kes ia an ardent Mcpiililican, and 
has held'aeTeral of the township otficea. ' He 
ie a member of Nelson Quiggie Po«t, No, 233, 
G. A. It. lie and his wife belong to the 
MetluxliRt Episcopal Church, of North Bend. 
The^ have seen many privations and hard- 
ship* rinee eoming to Wiioonsin, but they 
hare reeeiTed a well-merited reward; Mrs. 
Sykes was strnnn; and rnlnist in her earlier 
dayp, and angifited her husband in every way 
poii^ible; she raised potatoes, which »he sold, 
and purchased their firrt eow with the pro- 
ceeds of the sate; she also worked with him 
in the woods, proving herself a most worthy 
helpmeet. They are of a kindly, lir.t^pitaltlo 
disposition, and are among the most highly 
respected pioneers of the odunty. 

fOlIN ANDERSON — To this gentleman 
belongs the distinction of being the iirst 
Norwegian settler in La Crosse connty, 
WiaconsiDf he having looated here in 1849. 
Mr. Anderson was born in Norway, January 
10, 1822, son of Andrew .rohnpon nrid Mary 
(Olson) Andersuu, Ue attended school until 
he was sixteen years of ago, after which he 
learned the earpentor^s trade and for some 
years worked at it. At the of twenty- 
eight he was united im marriajxt* with Caro- 
line Olson, who was born and reared in Nor- 
way, daughter of Ole and iictsy Olson. 
Mrs. Anderson's parents oanie to this country 
in 1665, passed the remainder of their lives 
in La Orosse eonnty, and died here. 



Tri 1S4!> Mr. Anderson sailed from Chris- 
tiania to New York, landing at the latter 
place after a voyage of eight weeks. From 
New York he wtfot direct to Baflklo, and 
from there came to Milwankee, Wisconsin, 
ihence to La Crosse connty, by ox team. 
Thi;^ was tiefore there were any railroads in 
Wihcon»in. Mr. Anderson came alone to 
this eonntry, and the following year was 
joined by his wife and his parents. La 
Crosse at that time contained only a fsm 
houses, and a tradinj^ post kept by John T>evy. 
Mr. Anderson's first home here was a lug 
cabin, which subsequently gave way to his 
present residence, a frame house, 18 x 26 feet, 
with an addition 16 x 16 feet. He has a good 
barn, SOxTjO feet. Other improvement? on 
bii» farm are a modern windmill, cribs, fences, 
etc., and everything about the protniees indi* 
eate thrift and prosperity. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Anderson seven ehildrsn 
WHre boni. Of tlio-^e four have papped away, 
viz.: Anton, who died at the age of twelve 
years; Clara, at eight years; Ottilia, at 
eighteen months; and Julia, at the age of 
thirty-two years. Julia was the wife of John 
E. Ol^on. She U'ft a family of four chil- 
dren, namely; Clara, .\nna, .liMinioarid Lottie. 
The three living children are as follows: 
Mary, wife of Andrew Ofstedahl, a Norwe. 
gian and a prominent man of La Crosne 
conuly, has seven children: Julien, Allida, 
Clara. Mnthias, Arthur, Rnyna and Lydia; 
Ellise, wife of John Olson, a merebaut of 
Milton, North Dakota, has three children: 
0#car, Clarenoe and Ruth; and Nettie, wtls 
of Otto Krogrstad, a druggist of Grafton, 
North Dakota. Tlit y are the parents of two 
children: Lottie and Nora. 

During the many years of his residence 
here Mr. Atideraon has been identified with 
the best interests of the coun^. He believes 
in the advancement of education, good morals 
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And religion, and his inflaenoe bos ever been 
oxeittMl witli tlie Hs'st elenienti of the COia- 
tnnnity in wliicli he lepides. 

Such is a liriet review of cue of the well- 
known Mrly Bettlen of La Crone conntj. 




AVID BLiOWN, a prominent aod 
wealthy dtuen of E'anoiDgtoa towo- 
•hip, La Crone oountj, WiaooMin, first 

]defltifie<l hiuicielt' with the intcrelta of this 
section of tlio conntry in 1866. 

Mr. Broun wa« l»orn in Germany, April 
13, 1826, son of Christian and Katharine 
(Notter) Brown. Hi« parante were bom, 
reared, edacated and married at Wittt^^ii1icr<;, 
Germany. TTit^ futlior wa(< an exjicrt \vlu>i'l- 
wrii'lit. Ik' (iit tl nil tln' sea. and had valuable 
toult tiiat Were lobt. The mother came to 
Anerioa, and ber death occarred at Onalaska, 
Wiaeonnn, in December, 1888. .Ten chil- 
dren were given to them, of whom five are 
now livitirf, namely: Katharine Spring, of 
Unalaska; David, Joiin, a lumber merchant^ 
of Bnflbto, New York; Fred, foreman of la- 
land Mill at Onalaska; William, foreman of a 
mill at Hannibal* Mia^onri. 

Duvld Brown received a fair, education, 
attending school until he reached his four- 
teenth year. He then learned the trade of 
millwright and made himaelf master of the 
bui^iness in all its detail In 1848 he bade 
a'licn to liis imtive huiil and came to America, 
tir-t locating in Bhiladelphiu. We next find 
him in New Jersey, where he worked one 
jear at his trade. Later, he op«w»ted mills 
in the woods of Pennsylvania, and in 1866 he 
came to La Crosse county, Wisconsin, lie 
built tho first steam sawmill at Onalaska, 
having brought the machiucry for it from 
Philadelphia. Onalaska at that time con- 
tained only abont five or aix honses. A year 



later Mr. Brown went to Now Amsterdam, 
where lif was in business fur three years. 
He npciated a mill an«l built a house there. 
From that place he went to Bo^twick Valley, 
where he ran a flonr mill two years. At the 
end of that time ho traded bis mill for the 
farm he now owns, which was theo nnim- 
proved. In 1888 he went to La Cro«<»p, and 
in that city built a bouee and eng«^ed in 
business. Soon afterward, however, he re- 
turned to the old homestead. Here he owns 
440 acres of tine land, well improved. Ilis 
hoiHP U 18 X 30 fct t, with an L, 16 x 24 feet, 
all a story and a half, and a kitchen, 14 x 14 
feet. He has two barns. One is 42 \ 56 
feet in dimension, with stone basement, and 
the other is 18 x 24 feet. His granary is 18 
\22 foLt; cilh, IS x24 leet; and shop, 12 x 
20 ft't't. llr h;it; u modern wind pump, and 
lias the water px|>e*l across the road to a large 
tank. Indeed, everything on this farm is 
arranged with reference to eonvenience, and 
he has all the latest improved machinery for 
condaetintj ai^ricultural pursuits in the most 
approver! manner, his machinery eml)raciiig 
everything from a hoe to a threshing-machine 
and beinir valued at $2,000. 

Mr. Brown was married, June 17, 1851, to 
Hortenap Ifuher, ulio has shared his joys and 
sorrows for the past forty years, and who baa 
done ber part in bringing aboat their present 
pro-tperity. She was born in Austria, An^nst 
15, 1S32, daughter of Joseph and Theresa(AI>- 
ncr) IlnhtT. The foruuT <lie<l in (jfrmnnv and 
the latter ean>e tu Ann rica, and departed this 
life in La Crosse, aged eighty-two. Mr. and 
Mrs. Brown have had eleven children, and all 
are still living save three. Their names are 
a.* follows: Ivl. ('., r)f Slielby ti)\vn>hip, La 
Crosse county; Diviil. .)r., of Onala.ska; 
Charles L. C, also of Onalaska; Lewis L., 
who has been a maiUoarrier in La Croase for 
six years; Leonard W., who lives on the old 
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farm, wafl inHrried July 23, 1H^9, ti> Ai^'nos 
Ellens, of Minne*iota, and lia** one cliiUI, 
Rosa Anna; and Henry, Frank J. and Anna 
K. are at home. Those deciiraaed are Minnie, 
their second ehild, wlio dit 'l at the age of 
four year?; Mary, tlic fittli-lxn-n, dicii at the 
age of eleven years; aii'i .Jolmnv, tlicyoungest, 
waa ten years old when hi' <iied. 

The home farm ia being al>!y c^ndaeted by 
flie three yonngest eons, who are enterprieing 
and BDCoeMfal yontig men. 



(HARLES K. 80HAEFGR, one of the 

leading contractors of La Cr06«e, was 
born in the city of I'onn. Oermnnv, in 
1830. His tat her waej a profebsor in the Uni- 
versity of Bonn, and there he and the mother 
lived and died. Charles M. received his edn- 
cation in the common Beljools and in the Uni- 
versity. In 1S4S, during the Kevolntion, he 
left hi.- native land and eniiiirated to the 
United States. He tirst eettled in MeiJenry 
countyf Ulinoia, but remained there only 
three months; hie next abiding place whp 
Madieon, "Wieconsin, where he lived until 
1855, engaged in apricnltural pnrsnit?; he 
next moved to l*a Crosse, where he kept a 
boardings house on State street, conducting 
this hoetlery until 1860. 'It was during this 
time that, moved by the German's true love 
of the nrt of music, he organized the first 
singing society in La Crosee. In 1800 he 
moved to the town of Campbell and a^ain 
took up farming. He was elected Clerk for 
five successive years. In 1865 he took the 
position lit' liiMikkeeper with the dolm Paul 
Luniiier ('>.iin|.atiy. rontiuuing iti that em- 
ploy until 1872. At that time an oppor- 
tunity to go to Lansing, Iowa, as manager of 
a lumber otlice. presented itself, and he made 
that point his headquarters for four years. 



HnvijifT neeiimiilateil «otne <»ftj)ital aTid a rich 
fund of experience, he went into the baeiness 
of contracting for slabs of the lumber luilU 
and selling to the dealers. He is now de- 
voting his energies to contracting in La 
Croppp, and has met witli yratifyinrr sticccfs. 

Mr. 8chat'fer Mas married in 1S52, at 
Madison, "Wiscuniiin, to iViise Antoinette 
Koenig, a daughter of Lambert Koenig, a 
native of Germany, who lived and died in 
his beloved Fatherland. To Mr. Schaefer 
and wife wore bnrn five ehildreti, tliree of 
whom are living and all of whom are mar- 
ried and living near their fiUher'a home. 
Mrs. Antoinette Seliaefer died in 1883, at 
the age of thir^-fiv* years. Mr. Schaefer's 
if;econ<l marriage occnrred in IS^in, wlien he 
was unitiHl to Miss Caroline Metcalf, daugh- 
ter of Gilbert and Almira Metculf, natives of 
Yermont, but at the present time residents of 
Lawrence, Massaohusetts. By this union live 
ehildren \ver<> bornr (^liur'i"^, ! lenry, Goorfre, 
i' iureuce, wife of Charlea Smith, of LaCros^ 
and Ida. 

KV. FATHEli WILiJAM WHITE, 
the present pastor of St. Mary's Cath- 
olic Church, La Crosse, Wisconsin, was 
born in Rutland oonnty, Vermont, Oetober 

9. 1850. und is a son of Owen and Elizabeth 
(McDonough) White, ^ir^ parent.^ were from 
Ireland, and on emigrating to the United 
States settled in Yennoot, the possibiiitieaof 
the western frontier not then being developed. 
In IST)!^, however, they came to Wisconsin 
and settled in Sauk county, near flie little 
town of Sandusky. There were nine chil- 
dren in tlie fauiiiy, only four of whom are 
now living. Two of the sons entered the 
priesthood, one of whom died in 1877. Tbe 
latter was a graduate of Milton CoUegis, 
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Wisconsin, and afterwardn gtiidied law. He , 
wn** admitted to 1>ar in Milwaiikcc, Jud'^c 
Artliur McArthur presiding. Ue practiced 
thai« floma time «nth llattaring feneoMH, Be- 
lieving the minietij to be bit ealliiig« he 
aliandoned his profession nml all that it 
promised in the way of worldly iid\ anceniwit, 
to prepare himself for tlie pncsthoo<i. He 
entered St. Francis Seminary, and after 
telciog a theological ooarse of atndy there 
was ordained a prioet in 1870. He Wits as- | 
hii^iii'il to t 111 Parish, wlicrtj he hilxirt'il : 

iiidofutigubly until God called him to his 
reward. 

The mother ef this biinily, Mri. Elhnbeth 
McDonongh White, was a relative of Com- 
modore McDonough, of Lalce Ohainplain 

fame. 

Father White received his elementary edn- 
eation in the pnblie schools of Sank ooanty, ' 
and at the age of sixteen yenrs engsj^ed in 
teaching, devoting himself to this profession | 
for tour years. At the age of twenty-one | 
years he entered the State University at 
Madison, Wiscooeia, and was graduated from 
that institution in 1873. Soon after this he 
decided to tit himself to enter the priesthood, 
nnd wi'nt to Ningam P'alls. New York, when' 
he began a four yearH' course of etudv in 
philosophy and theology in the Semi nary <A' 
Our tadj of Angels. These were years of 
olose application and diligent and earnest 
sttuly. the fitting end of which was his ordi- 
iiutiou as jiriest, Bishop Ryan, of Buffalo, 
Now York, otiiciating. 

The first parish of which he had charge 
was at Ettriek, Trempealeaa connty, Wis- 
consin. He entered upon his duties there in 
July, 1877, and remained there until Fel)ni- 
ary 1, 1880. During hib (>ui<torat« there he 
bnilt a ohnreh, and regularly visited the out- 
missions of Trempealeaa and Roaring Creek. 
In Febmary, 1880, he was sent to Hammond^ 



St. Croix county, Wisconsin, where he also 
Itfi'l t!te mis8ioti of Wilson, St. Croix county. 
At Hammond he had charge of the Church 
of the Immaettlate Conception, which proa- 
pered and grew in numbers under his care. 
These parishes now number about 1,000 
souls. 

In January, 1802, he was appointed to 
succeed Bishop Schwehach at St. Mary's 
Church, La Crosse. This congregation is 
the original Catholic society of La Crosse, 
tlif first services hcMiijjj held liy the Rov. 
Father Tappirt. .\ lionet 24, 185o, in the 
courthouse, which was opeoed to liim as 
welt as to all other clergymen. One year 
later St Mary*s Chnroh was dedicated, ocod* 
pying tlie feite of the present edifice, which 
was begun in 1874. Rev. Father (now 
Bishop) Schwehach came to this cougrega- 
tion in 1870i and after twenty years of laith- 
fol service was succeeded by Father White, 
giving into his charge a united, intelligent 
congre<;«tion of 800 souls. Tlie people of 
the church wiU find in their new pastor not 
only a cealoas ehurehman, but a eitiaeo in- 
terested in pubtic aJlairs, and wdl informed 
as to current events. He has brought with 
him a valiiahlf experience gained in other 
Holds of labor, and througb his efforts the 
church has mudi to hope, much to attain. 




PliUAIM STEVENS hns resided in La 
Crosse county since 1865, and is entitled 
to more than passing mention in this 
record of the leading citiaens and pioneers. 
He was born in Wellcsley, Maetsachnsetts, 
NovemUer 10, 182H, and is a son of Timothy 
and Eliza (Stimson) Stevens; ids tktker watt 
also a native of Massachusetts and a soldier 
in the war of 1812; his paternal grandfather, 
Ephraim Stevens, was born at Holden, Mas- 




Digitized by Google 



ass 



BIOOBAFHIOAL HJBTORT. 



eacliuistittB, and ecrvi'd in the war uf the 
Revolution. Timothy Stevens and wife reared 
a familj of aix eons and eix dangfaters; one 
Bon died at Anderaonvalle while in the t^crvicc 

of his country; the father wa» u {'arrncr by 
occupation, iiiiil in politics was a "Jaclison 
man/' la liis roligiouH faith he adhcrud tu 
the teachings of the Gongre^tional Ghureh. 

Our Bubjeet was reared and educated in 
Massachuftettti, and in 1854 he made a jonr- 
tioy to the fronvier, coniinj^ by tho great lakes 
tu Chicago, and thence by rail to (Talona, Il- 
linois, and by boat to La Crosse. His brother, 
A. J. Stevens, who was at one time associated 
with him in business, was a protninent citi- 
zen <>f the connty; he died ill Minnesota in 
1880. After coining to ii)e county in 18S5, 
they opened a store in the old hotel at Hin- 
doro, and soon after erected a store at that 
place, which they opened December 14. 
This was the lirst store between f.a ('rn>He 
and Black River Falls. After throe or four i 
years, Ephraim Stevens stdd his interest in 
this enterprise, and engaged in iarming and 
stock-raining. He now owns 160 acres of 
well inipruved Iiind, ;i tlij< »d Iioiikc and Imi-n. 
and is surrouude>l with many of the couiforti; 
of life. 

He was married in 1866 to Miss £ilen K. 
Brown, a native of Vermont and a dangbter 

of Samuel and Betsey Drown of La Crosso 
connty. (Jf this ttTiiiiti two daiitjliters wore 
born: Nellie, who was just entering the pro- 
ftssioti of teadiing, died at the age of nineteen 
years; Carrie M. is the wife of Oliver N. Ol- 
sen, and the mother of one son, Ljna Stevens 
Obtn. The wife of Mr. Stevens was called 
from this life August 3, 1884. She was « 
woman of ezoollent traits of character, a 
cealona worker in the Presbyterian Chnroh, 
and a faithful wife and devoted mother. 

roliticany Mr. Stevens affiliates with the 
liepublicau party, auU is one of the active 



workers in the township; his tirst vote was 
east tot Fremont in 1856. In the pioneer 
days of the oonntry when game was plentiful, 

there was no hunter more successfal than our 

wortliy snbjVot; lie \x^^ hronjrht down jnany a 
deer, and was familiar with every inch of rhe 
country for maoy miles. lie is a man of 
broad, progressive views, and is one of the 
most |M)pular and highly reepeeted reaidenta 
of Farmington township. 

" ' 

f& KoABTHUR, H. D., was born iu 
Holland, Krie county. New York, Oc- 
* toher 30, 1^:22, and is the i»on of Moi^e* 
and Mary ^Salisbury) McArthur. lie is cue 
of the American reprofcentativca of the Mc- 
Arthur elan, the eldest branch of the great 
clan Cauipbell, his grandfather John McAr- 
tlnir having come to America in 1772, from 
Glen Lyon, I'erthshire, Scotland, flis early 
life WHS passed upon his father's farm, and at 
the age of eighteen he entered the academy 
of Aurora, New York, where he studied three 
vcarB. lie then detennined to enter the 
medical profession, and hcij;Kn his reading 
under the precepturship of L>r. Paul, of 
Honeoye Falls, New Yorir. He nest at- 
tmided three courses of lectures at Geneva, 
New York, where lie was under the instruc- 
tioTi of the celebrated Dr. Frnnk Hrunilfon, as 
well as other leaders iu the profession. He 
then entered Buffalo Medical College, from 
which he was graduated in 1847. He practieed 
medicine at Holland, New York, for throe 
yenr«,fiTid nt"terward«» at Caledonia. New York-, 
for several years, but at the end of that time 
the promise of the new West made him de- 
cide to remove to the frontier, and on October 
22, 1855, he arrived at La Gro.sse, which baa 
.-inec hiH'ii liltf home. In 1801 he spent sev- 
eral months io New York city, studying at 
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the r^nr; Island Ilospital, and the Eye and 
E;ir Ititiitimry. In 1866 he again a\^nt 
several inoDtbu there io study nnder the 
leading praotitioo«rt of tbftt city. Few mem* 
bera of the ]ffofe«eioii in the Veat hare had 
better opportunities for fitting themeeUes for 
practice, and few liavo iM'come more Bkillful. 
X)r. McArthur has a tine prufeissional library 
and oomatantlj adds to it the standard pro 
fteeional works, whieh are pabliabed from 
time to time. He is a ekNn student of the 
science and keeps fully abreaist with its projy- 
ress. Of late years his Bon, Dr. I). S. M<t- 
Artliur, has been associated with him in 
praetioe. He was married Jannary 1, 165S, 
to Mias Marj L. Dean, of Oaledonia, Xew 
York. 

f\mEL SEYMOUR MoART^tTR^pliy. 
s^ician and snrgeon, La Orosse, Wiscon- 
sin, was born in tltis city March 28, 
185D, and is the son of Dr. P. S. and Mary 
(Dean) Mc Arthur. He was educated in the 
public seliool of La Crosse, and graduated 
from its high school in 1887. In the fall 
of tliu same year he entered tlie University of 
Wisconsin, and in 1881 was grmliiatf^fi frf»m 
that institution. He had early dutermitied 
upon entering the medical profession, and 
having chosen his studies with that end in 
view, was well preparcl at the close of his 
university ('oiirsoto Kegin liib study of medi- 
cine, lie entered tlie liush Medical College 
at Chicago, and received tlie degree of M. D. 
in 1884, being valedictorian of his clana. He 
then returned to La Crosse and began profes- 
sional work, being associated with his father. 
In he entered tlie Post Graduate Medi- 
cal Col^ge and Hospital in New York city, 
porsning the general course, and also taking 
special instruction in diseases of the nose. 



throat and ear, giving particular attention to 
the methods of instruction in vogue in the 
various hospitals of tlie city. Dr. McArthur 
was married Jannaiy 18, 1886, to Miss 
Eloise Johnson, a daughter of N. O. and 
Saraii (Stroeter) Johnson. Her parents were 
natives of Mn.s.-^ucliusettfi, their nnccstfirs !iav- 
ing settled there early in the seventeenth 
century. They liave two children, Ilolenand 
Philip Sey monr. The Doctor is a member of 
the Americuii Medical Association, the Ninth 
InternHtional Afcdical Congress, the State 
Medical iSoeiety of Wisconsin, and the La 
Crosse County Medical Society. lie has been 
secretary and treasurer of the County Society 
for 6evt>ru! ycais. He is vice-president of 
tho vVinerican ArelueloLrica! Association, and 
takes great plouj-ure in the study. He is 
promiuontin Masonic circles, being W. M. of 
Frontier Lodge, Na 45, F. ft A. M., P. E. 
C. of La Crone Cmnmandery, No. 9, K. T., 
and Grand Junior Warden of the Grand Com- 
mandery of Wisconsin. lie i« also Past 
i Chancellor of La Crosse LK>dge, No. 27, 
Khightb of Pythias. He has been visiting 
pbyaician of St. Michael's Boys* Orphan Asy- 
lum since 1884. 

— 

ENRY P. HAGILL, bank cashiM.— 

The city of La Crosse, Wisconsin, is 
constniitiv e!ilar;4ing the scope of her 
intlufiifu and liie volmno of her cnnimercf 
and industries, and has need for additional 
capital and financial fscilities, and this fact 
had for some time been apparent before the 
establishment of the Kxchangt' !?ank of North 
[,a Crosse, in thp early part of the 808. 
Established as private bank iu 1884, by 11. 
P. Magill, in 1880 it was iacorporatMl as a 
State bank, with J. E. Wheeler as president 
and Henrj P. Magill as cashier, and has 
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i)een in eacoenfnl operation ever since. II. 
P. Magill is a member of the well-known 
tirui of II. F. Magill & Burke, iaveetineiit 
1»MBker» md inknnncA agent i<., and olrtftined 
hi« knowledge of the banking baaineaa in the 
Secnrity Hank, of Minneapolis, Minnewta, 
which institution he entered in fie 
was born in Clark county, Ohio, hnt received 
hia initiatory training in the public echuok 
of La Crosse, and npon attuning a anitablo 
age l>egan the Btudy of telegraphy, in the 
pursuit of wliirh palling he spent several 
yeare in tlie cities of T.a Crosse, Milwaukee, 
Chicago and Ciuciniiati. Subsequently he 
drifted into railroad eontractiag, which he 
followed aa a business until he took up 
banking. The bank of which he is cashier 
has a capital stork of $25,000, and sin^-fi its 
inception its businesa has been carried on 
under the most fayorahle anspioes, and has 
had the eordial iiidorawMnt of leading firms 
and corporations that have opened account.^ 
with it. Under the »<»nnd nnd coni^^^rvaf ive 
management of the president and directors 
the ba&k is prepared to extend everj facility 
consistent with legitimate banking to its cns- 
tomers. The directors are: J. E. Wheeler, 
Mayor ('opeland, C. P. CrnsV)y, Ilcnry P. 
Magill and X. B. Ilolway. As a inemitir 
of the firm of Magill & Burke, Mr. Mugill is 
engaged in loaning money on real estate, 
mortgages, bonds and local secnrities, and 
also dot's tlif largest firc itisiirfincc lM;>itit>fi 
ill tlie >'ity, iiiiil liy the display of faitlii'iil 
and conscientious zeal for the best interesta 
of bis enstomers, he has seenred a clientage 
of no ordinary character. In Sooth La 
Croesp their business requires the constant 
attention of four clorks, an.i in their bank on 
the corner of Rubiee and Cieorge streets, iu 
North La Groese, employment is given to 
three clerka. Mr. Magill has been deservedly 
ancoesefnl in the difierent enterprises io 



which he has been engaged, and, as he bus 
carved out his own career, muchcix'dit is due 
him for the admirable way iu which he lias 
bent the force of circnniatances to his will. 
He was united in marriage, October 21, 1S78, 
to Miss Carrie Moore, daughter of William 
R. Moore, of Danville, Kentueky. ^frs. 
Magill is a highly cultured and refined ladj, 
and as she is the possessor of a fine contralto 
voice she is a member of one of the finest 
qnartette choirs of the city, which furnishes 
the MeslioiHst Kpiscopal Cluireli witli mu-icx 
Mr. and Mrs. Magill are niemlier.s in o-ood 
standing of this church, and move iu the 
\ highest social circles of La Crosse. Jtr. 
Magill is especially well and favorably knoWD 
in business circles, and his honor ha? never 
beeti questioned. He comes ()f a tine tainiiv 
and his father (of whom mention is made on 
another page of this wvrk) Rev. Henry T. 
Magill, was an esteemed Methodist divine. 

tEV. HENRT T. MAOILL, deceased, 
of La Grosse, Wisconsin, who was an 
esteemed divine of the Methodist Epis- 

e(i[va! Cl)im-1i. and a man of marked purity of 
character, was born in Saint Clairsville, Bel- 
mont county, Ohio, on the 16th of February, 
1881. His parents were of Seoteli-Irisb 
origin, and the father, Charles Magill, was a 
local minister of the Metliodi-t Church. 
Thcv moved fo Cincinnati, Oliio, in 1842, 
and tliere IhjIIi received their tinal summons. 

Bev. Henry T. Magill was educated at 
Woodward GoUege, graduating in the class 
of 1850, and soon after entered the ministry 
in the Ohio conference, fillinf; \ariou8 ap- 
point meuts in the i»me, notably iu Zanes- 
viUe and Fortsroonth districts. He came to 
La Grosse in the fall of 1860, being transfer- 
red on aceonnt of his health, and filled the 
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Methodist Episcopal puIpU itt the Fourth 
Street Churcli for two years, \\w h'liiit of 
time allowed by tlic church at that day. IIo 
was tlien appuinted hy the confereuce to the 
Ean GUire palpit. He wu in very poor 
health at that time and his physician forbade 
his going, but being enthneinetic in his life- 
work he began preparing to move. While 
thus engaged he was taken with heimirrhuge 
of the lungs, and was obliged to give up his 
ministerial doties for a time. Instead he 
went to Mindoro and engaged in merchandis- 
ing, whicli hf carried on snccesflfully. Three 
and H halt years later his death occurred, 
Hay 29, 1860. *>The good old Ohio eonfer- 
enee bad few yoang men m<m noble and 
gifted than llenry Taylor Matrill," wriUs a 
friend who had known him fur yearp. He 
was a man of strong and vigorous mind, was 
well beloved by all his acquaintances, and ex- 
erted a great infloenoe over those with whom 
he ai^.sooiated. 

He wail married on tlie 18th of July, 1861, 
to Miss Alibie S. Heittlt y, diuighterof Edwin 
S. and iN. M. lientiey.- iklrs. Magill is a lady 
of Gultnre and refinement and was a pupil in 
the seminary at Cbarlotteville, New York. 
She was a teacher for one year at Carliple 
Seminary, New York State. They had five 
children. Mrs. Magill is still living, and is 
an bonorsd and respected resident of La 
Crosse city. 

»lSHOP KILLIAN CASPER FLASCU, 
|o deceased, was bom at Retzstadt, Bavaria, 

July 9, 1831, and in 1847 came to 
America with his father, Andreas Flasch, 
who seftlrd tit Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, as 
one of the pioneers of the iiadger State. He 
served as Justice of the Peace in Fond du Lao 
oonnty for many years, and died there in 1869t 



a gentleman highly esteemed for his integrity 
of eharaoter. One son and three daughters 

were left to mourn his loss. Hie daughters 
entered the Notre Dame Convent at South 
Bend, IndianH. as nnns. The son, the sub- 
ject of this sketch, decided to devote his life 
to the cliurch, and became a student at Notre 
Dame University. From there he eoterad 
St. Francis Seminary at Milwaukee, and 
graduated, lie was ordained priest Decem- 
ber 16, ISol*, and :issirjnod to mission work, 
where ho was ever active and worthy. In 
November, 1869, he retnmed to 8t Franoia 
Seminary and aoee{rted a professoriliip, which 
place he filled until failing health oompelied 
his retirement. 

After a brief rest he was assiirned to;ictive 
duty in the ministry and took charge of St. 
Mary's congregation at £lm Qrove, Wiscon- 
sin, remaining there till 1876, when he again 
reiurned to the seminary, to till the chair of 
theology. In 1*^7!) he wbjs appointed rector 
of the institution, and remained there until 
1881. August 24, that year, he was oonse* 
crated Biahop of La Crosse, of which city he 
was an honored resident nntiJ his death. 

Bishop Flasch was never a robust man. 
In 1807 he had an attack of typhoid fever, 
which came very near proving fatal. His 
Strong will brought him through the fever, 
end supported him through many trials. In 
May, 1891, while on a visit to New Orleans 
for the good of his health, he was taken sud- 
tlonly worse and never recovered. Rev. 
Father Kilian Beyer, of La Crosse, went to 
Chatawa, Mississippi, and brought tlie sick 
prelate North. On reaching Milwaukee they 
Were ()l>li^ed to reinriin there pevenil days; 
they tinally reached iiome, linucver, wliich 
had been the great desire of the sick man 
from the time of his sndden attack. The 
struggle with death then b^n in earnestt 
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and termioated at 6:15 a. h., August 3, 
1891. 

Bishop FI«Mh WM noted for bit kindiiOM 
of heart and hia religioaa fervor. His acta 

of charity were numerous, and he was greatly 
beloved by all bis cbnrch, while his exein plnry * 
life and ^reat worth won respect and admir- 
ation even frum people of other oreedfl than 
hia owD. Kanj of the charitable and benev- 
olent institutions which adorn and bleas the 
city of La ( ■rosse are a <liicct outgrowth of 
IMshop Flaech'tt inuate desire to do ^ood to 
all mankind/' 

Dnring his illocsa be was attended by his 
two Bieters, wEio now livo in tiie convent at 
Milwaukee, — Sister Kiliiana and Sister Lau- 
rentia. It was ino<;t fitting th;it he should 
|>a8S away in iiis chosen home surrounded by 
his deftrest ftiends^ in the eity where he had 
aooomplished hia greatest work as a ehnreh- 
man and won a distinction accorded to but 
few. Hp wns ponpcioiifi to tlic last, his Intest 
audible words being a whispered prayer 
coupled with the name of Jeans. Those 
present at his deathbed were Very Rev. 
Father James Schwebach, now administrator 
(jf the Diuccse of Lfi Crosec: liev. Kilian 
G. Ufyer, nephew of the iiishop; Very Rev. 
Father Yander Sanden, of St. Louis; Rev. 
Father Joseph B. Wiedmann, of St, Joseph's 
Oathedral, La Crosse; Rev. James Nevin, of 
St. Mfiry'^^ Cliiircli; the two sieters of the 
Bisliop an<l tevcral utlu-r Franciscan sisters 
from St. Francis iiospit<al, La Crosse. 

The fonerat of the lamented Bishop was 
one of the most imposing events in the his- 
tory of La Crosse. Archbishop Katzer and 
other notable Ipnfierp of the chnrch were 
present. The body was consigned to its 
final resting plaoe Angust 11. It is authori- 
tatively stated that 175 priests were present 
lirotn abroad. The proccKcioti was hea<le<l by 
seven anchorite?, followed in order by 109 | 



priests dresswl in tlieir chnreh vestment*; 
Archbishop KaUser, of Milwaukee; Arch- 
bishop Ireland, of Sl Paul; Bishop Zardette, 
of St. Olond, Mionesota; Bishop Cotter, of 
Winnna, same State; Bishop Soanlan, of 
' Ornaliii; ^fon?ignpnrZeininorer,of MilwAtikeo; 
and Very liev. Father James Schwebach. 

At the ohnreh the exerdses were conducted 
by Archbishop Eatser, beginning with a 
recitation of the " Offices of the Dead," and 
participated in l)y all tlie churchmen. The 
service was very impressive. A guard of 
honor, composed of Divibion No. 1, Ancient 
Order of Hibernians, stood near tbe casket, 
wliile the officiating priestsdiaoted the funeral 
.service. Tippman's orchestra assisted in the 
rendit ion of a])pro|iriHte music. The services 
were attended by about 3,000 people, while 
other thonsands were unable to obtain even 
standing room within the church, bat waited 
|)atiently without, equally manifesting their 
iiitorest in t!ie Pnd rites. Archbisliop Katzfr 
officiated at the solemn re<juiem mass, assisted 
by Mousignenr Zeiningor, Rector Reiuor, of 
St. Frauds, and Dr. .Moes, of Ohio. This 
very impressive ceremony closed, Bishop 
Cotter, of Winnrifi, dclivereil an eloquent and 
feeling senuon, ill English, and with a strong 
voice whicli reached every corner of the vast 
aaditoriuui. The discourse, a glowing trib* 
utc to the memory of the deceased, touched 
upim the uncertainty of earthly existence, 
the promises of litV' lioreafter and the life of 
the departed prelate. Father Abbelen, of 
Milwaukee, followed with a sermon io the 
German language, including io his address 
feeling references to his early acquaitttanco 
with the deceased bishop, briefly tracing the 
career of his old-time friend from 1866 to the 
day of his death, and pathetically referring to 
his exceptionally devoat and Christian spirit 
and his modesty in shrinking from public 
I honors. He preferred, he said, to be known 
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simply as " Father Flasch," and wlien tlie i 
recognition A his snperior ability forcotl liis 
advancement first to a professorship, then a 
fectorate and finally the episcopacy, he bore 
hw hoooia in a true Ohrivtian spirit. 

The procp.<=<inTi tn tlie rrrave wns heiidi-d 
by Tippman's military IkiihI, ftillmvcd by 
the uniforiiiod bobemiuii Knights, ('atholic 
Knights, the Hiberniana, St. Joeeph'ti So- 
ciety, the Society of St. Boniface, and dele- 
gations from other Catholic societies of the 
city. The procession was one of the hir^est 
ever aeei) in La Croase, sud the good iiisiiop 
FhMeb wai laid to reit in a most befitting 
nanner. 

>|^^°<©^ ' ^1 ' 

Jt. EMERSON, one of the moat faith* 
fnl and efficient enaptoy<$8 of the Chi- 
cago, Darlington ^ Northern Bail- 
road Company, was borti st New (\)racr8town, 
Ohio, in 1^-'**, a son of (';il>ci T. and Louisa 
A. (Fretiiiiaijj Eiiiersoii. The father was a 
profeaeor in an Ohio college, bnt hie latter 
year* were spent in the ministry of tln' llap- 
tist denomination in Ohio, UlinoiEi iind Min- 
nesota. He died An^ust U, 1881 ; the niDt.her 
is still living, and resides at Tacoma, Wasb- 
ingtoQ. O. B. Emerson obtained his ednca* 
tion at Austin, Minnesota, attending school 
nntil he wait seventeen years of ag^; he 
remained there until 1878, wlien went tti 
the Black Uills; there he engaged in driving 
a team, his route being from the Black Hills 
to Bismarclc, Dakota. In the meantime his 
parents had removed to Moorliead, Minno- 
fiota^nnd in the spn'nfj following his residence 
in Dakota he too went to Moorhead, and ob- 
tained a position in a hardware store, where 
he was employed two years. He then took a 
position in the Cireat Northern freight ottic^; 
ct BamesviUe, Minnesota, and aJter one 



m 

year's service there he entered the employ of 
llie Northern Pacitic liaiiroad Company as a 
brakeraan, and Hnally became baggageiiias< 
ter. He was next engaged on the river 
division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Pfinl RniIr()Hd, aiid at the end of t\vo ycara 
lie accepted u pdsition witii the ('hica^'o, Mur- 
lington ^ Northern Railroad Company, and 
for the past fonr years has been in their 
service. He is one of the most reliable con- 
dnctors on this road, and is highly esteemed 
by tlie officials of the road. 

ilr. Emerson wa« married November 15, 
1887, to Miss Lonisa Miller, danghter of 
A. S. and Mary Miller, of Minneapolis, Min- 
nesota. Mr. Miller is tlie manager of a 
large carriage-painlino; establishment of that 
city. In his political opinions Mr. Emerson 
is identified with tiie Repnbliean party. 





AMTEL YOUN(}, freiglit imd passen. 
I ger conductor ou the Clticago, Burling- 
ton & Northern Railroad, was bom in 



Qalena, Jo Daviess oonnty, Illinois, January 
10, 1^56. His parents. William and Eliza- 
beth (.\dams) Young, wtre natives of the 
Keystone State, aud the father was a collector 
for steamboats, the old "Nmrthero Line 
Packet Company,** also the ''White Collar 
Line," both extending from St. Louis to St. 
' Paul. His death occurred Jnly 5, 1S74, 
when titty- four years of age. lie was an 
honorable and nsefal citisen, and was highly 
esteemed in all the walks of life. His wife, 
who had heart trouble, died about three 
hour> after her Ini'-hand's death, when but 
torty-four years of age. She possessed many 
virtues and was a loviug wife and mother. 
Samuel Young, the fourth in a family of 
1 liil irm, five sons and two daughters, 
[ ail of whom are now living, began working 
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for himself as brakoinan on the St. Louie, 
Kansas City & Northern Railroad. From 
1876 to 1879 he was braksmaD and trun 
baggagoman on the same road, and after this 
he wont to the Wnhftt^Ii between Djinville, 
Illinois, and Quincy of that State, as brake- 
inati for one year. He was then conductor 
OD the OhicBgo, Borlington & Quinej Rail- 
road for live years, after which he came to 
Savanna, Illinois, in 1886, when the Chicago, 
Burlington &, Morthern Railroad was build- 
ing, and has been Dn thu same road ever 
•inoe, serving in his present capacity. 

He was married Febrnary 18, 1880, to 
Miss Lucy Tindall, wlio was third in order of 
birth of four children born to (leori^e "W. suid 
Mary Tindall, honored and highly respected 
eitiaeiie of Upper Alton, Illinois. The father 
la a fruit-grower and dealer of his town. 
Their children (Mrs. Youni,''s sisters) are 
named as follows: Sarah, a dressmaker of 
St. Louis; Maria, at home; and Alice, who 
reaideb in St. Louis. Mr. and Mrs. Young's 
anion has been blesrad by the birth of two 
briglit t'hildren: Mary and George, both 
pupils of tlie public schools. Mr. Youii<,' is 
a member oT tlie O. R. C, and as a citizen, 
business man and neighl»or, tiUtiids high in 
the eommonity. He generally votee with 
tlie Democratic par^, but le not actire in 
politics. Mrs. Young is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church. 



BURNETT, one of the pioneers of La 
Crosse, and a man closely identified 
^ with the building interests of this eeo- 
tion, ia a native of the State ef New Toric, 
bom in Cattaraogns ooonty, January 27, 
1828. His parents, Davis and Elizabeth 
(Rnniiels) f?rirnett, were butli New Kn^laijd 
people and 4)f English extraction. During 



the ciiiidhood of our euijjeot they removed to 
Crawford oonnty, Pennsylvania, wliere they 
passed the remainder of their days. Yoong 

liumett resided at home until he was eighteen 
Yf^ars ot'a^e, and then went to LiekinjT county, 
Ohio, where he learned the trade ot a eariK'ii- 
ter and joiner. He followed this vocation 
for three years, when he became interested 
in the millwright's trade, whieh he followed 
until 18.51. In that year he went to Indiana 
and atrain took up the carpenters trade, 
erecting during the summer a large seminary 
building. In the antomn of 1851 he catti« 
to Wisconsin, Jocating at La Crosse, the bnsi- 
ncs8 portion of which was made up of two 
stores and a holt;]. 

Mr. Burnett was married in Bncyrus, Ohio, 
iu May, 1848, to Miss £lita Benham. Mra. 
Burnett's home at that time was in Newark, 
Ohio; she is a native of Chittenden county, 
Vermont, and is a daughter of Philander and 
Kelief (Umphrey) Benham, natives of Rhode 
Island and of English lineage. Their ances- 
try datea baok many generationa in thia 
country, members of the family being soldiers 
ot tlie war of 1S12 and of the Revi>lurioii. 

After Mr. IhirneU came to La C'msee lie 
combined his two trades, and has assisted iu 
the ereetion of many of the large bulldinga, 
mills and bridges in this part of the country. 
He has been employed in the erection of 
mills over the States of Wisconsin and Min- 
nesota. These two occupations he has made 
his life's work, and hie labors have been 
crowned with success. For five years he 
gave some attention to the lumber business; 
this was during the Relielliun, and lie at 
that time located in Minnesota. In addition 
to the many houses he has erected by con- 
tract, lie has built a number on his own ac- 
count, and now occupies a large brick bl<>ek 
at 402 Suiitli Tliinl street. Poll! ieally lie 
alhliatea with the iiepablican party, and haft 
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been b member of the Board of SnperviBore. 

Mr. and Mrf. Burnett are tlie imrents of 
one child, Levey Kelief, wife of Jnlin Scriver, 
of La Croaee. The family are connected 
with tlie Bvptbi Ohnreh. 



tEV. A. K. SAG EN, pastor of the Nor- 
wegian Ltttlt«Mui Ohnn^, of La On»»e, 
Wieoonsin, wa» born in IHme county, 
Wisoonein, Febraary 11, 1861, and is a won 

of K. K. and Mary (Bnrthe) Sngen. Tlie 
latlier was h native of Boe, Norway, and the 
mother of Lunde, in the sfime conntry. They 
emigrated to America in 1846, and located 
in Dane conntj, Wisconein, where they re- 
bided six yoarp; at the end of that time they 
removed tn Kiilirfwiy, lowu county, Wifi- 
consin, where thu latiier died in 1561. The 
mother then went to Worth ooooty, Iowa, 
and wae living with her son at the time of 
her death in 1878. 

Of t!)p fftmily of nine children Mr. Sagen 
was tlio lifth-lwrn; his eldest brother, K. K. 
Gagen, Jr., ie now Clerk of the Dietriet 
Conrto in Worth eonnly, Iowa. In 1899 he 
entered the Lntherau College at Decorah, 
Iowa, and was graduated iti the class of 1S74. 
lie then weut to St. Louie ami spent one 
year at Concordia Seminary. Bemj^ <k-|>«'n<l- 
ent npon bit own reeonroes, he wae obliged 
to leave Hshool lor two years, during which 
titnc he was employed 111 tciirliirig si'liool in 
i' iliiuore county, Minnesota, uikI in tlie |)aro- 
chial school at Decorah, Iowa, iiaving eavcd 
a portion of his eamiD|i(e, he again entered 
Concordia Scnninary in 1877, and was grad- 
natfd in 1879. lie was ordained a minister 
of the Lutheran ('hnrch in 1879 l»y liisliop 
V. Korcn, and took cliarge of the congrega- 
tion* in Norman and Folk ooaoties, M iaoe- 
Bota. He remained with this work five years, 



and was then called as assistant pastor to the 
Rev. V. Koren, near Decorah, Iowa, fillinpr 
I the appointments at Ossian, Cahnar and Sta- 
vanger for a period of four years. In Au- 
gust, 1888, he beeame pastor of the Nor- 
wegian Lntfaeran Chareh at LaOrome, nnder 
the Norwegian Lotheran Synod. 

Mr. Safjcn was nnitpd in marriage Docera- 
ber 13, 1«76, to Miss C. A. llegg, of Deco- 
rah, Iowa. She waa bom at Washington 
Prairie, Winneshiek county, Iowa, December 
16, 1855. No children have been born to 
them, but they havo adopted Olga Caroline 
Andrea, who was born Febrnary 13, 1888. 

The church over which Mr. Sagen presides 
is composed of abont 100 families. He 
addresses the con<;regation in their native 
tongue (that is the Xorweglanl, pxcppttng 
every fourth Sal>bath evening, when the ser- 
mon is delivered in English. During the. 
summer months, when the pnblie schools are 
closed, a parochial school is oondnctcd in the 
church, when the Norwegian language is 
tantrht. Tfiis congrorrntjon is the largest and 
mobt prot-perous one in tiie city, made up of 
Norwegians. Their church building is two 
stories high, and is situated on the corner of 
Sixth and Division streets* A Sabhatli- 
school, numbering 200 children, is conducted 
iu the ba:'ement. Tlie Ladies* Aid Society ia 
one 9i tlie nUMt vealoas organ ixationa of tiie 
ohnroh. 




ilAKLES li. TilOKP, is a member of 
one of the most patriotje &milies of 
Wisconsin, and is a well-known eitisen 
of Farmington township, La Crosse oouuty, 
residing near liurr Oak. 

Mr. Thorp was born in iiock island, Illi- 
noie, Febraary 27, 1851, a son of David and 
Anna (Hurlburt) Thorp. His father was 
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born near Ogdeushiirgli, St. Luwreiicc connly. 
New York, and j^M-iiniifiirlitT, WilliaTn 

Thorp, was ii iiiitivf of New Jersey. II 
matemn! i,fr:iii(lt'iither was Dr. Joutthan Iluil- 
biirt, a prominent and euccefisful physician, 
and \m grandmother Httrlbnrt mt before 
Iter marriage a MiM Baker. ]>avid Thorp 
and Anna Harlburt were married in Ohio; 
iiiOTed from tliere to Michigan and located 
nr«nr Paw Paw; tlionce to a place near (treen 
Uak, Indiana; next tu Uock Island county, 
Illinois; and leveral years later, in- 1860, 
came to La Groflw county and settled on the 
land where Charles 11. now lives. They had 
ten children, f^iu' iiit'<i in infancy and the 
others frrow to adult age. Only three, how- 
ever, are now living: Cliarles K. aod his two 
eistera, — Jane S. Bepolds, of fiufialo, lova, 
and Anritly L. Benedict, who live on the old 
home place. Four of the sons served in the 
Union army; William II., n iiieinJvcr of Coin- 
paoy F, Twenty-tittli Wibuonsia Infantry, 
died at Bnjdeia' Bloff, of diaease contracted 
io the service; Lewis F., a member of the 
same regiment and company, %vliile on the 
Mist-i*?ippi River hctween Little lidck rttid 
Helena. Arkansas, fell from the boat and wa*; 
drowned in the river; John W., a member of 
the Eijrhth Infantry, Company I* Eagle Regi- 
ment, was killed at the battle of Corinth; and 
Simeon B., a nif inltcr of t!it> S* vcnt!i Kansas 
Cavalry, known as " Jayhawkers," made a 
brilliant record in the army, and died after a 
service of two years. Another brother was 
killed by "Bushwhackers," in Arkansas, 
about the time t!ie war began, beiiii.'; shot 
tltroiirrli the loft arm and Hi<!e. William II. 
was with him at the time, but made liis u.-^- 
cape to the North. Tbe father of this family 
was a carpenter and ehairmaker by trade. He 
was once a Whig, but later a Republican. In 
religion he was a member of the Methodist j 



I Ciiurch. Both parcntB were highly esteemed 
■ and respected by ail who knew them. 

Charles R. Thorp was nine years of age 
when they moi'cd to La Crosse county. Heie 
he grew up and received his education. In 
l"?? he wtMit to Colfax conntr. Nehni-ka. 
and the following year to Buena Vista county, 
Iowa, where he remained foar years engaged 
in farming. He then returned to this eoanty 
and has since resided here. 

At t fie age of twenty-two year*. Mr. Thnrp 
was united in marriage with Mary W. Isbell, 
who was born at Elizabeth, in Jo Daviesa 
county, Illinois, daughter of W. H. Isbdl and 
Emily F. (Kndicott), his wife. She was reared 
ami t'llncateil in her native county. Her 
father came to Ln Crosse county in 1872. 
Mr. and Mrs. Tborp have eight children, 
viz.: Boon A., John W., Etoy F., George W., 
Edith E., Charley E.» Mary E. and Florence 
O. Mr. Tliorp owns an eighty-acre farm and 
i:^ comfortably situated. In politics be is 
Ivepublican. 

- ..iii g . lK . ^ i* — 

fOlIN KENRICK is one of the old set- 
tlers aud a hi);biy respecteU citizen of 
La Crosse county. He was bom in North- 
am ptonshire, England, August 4, 1813« and 

is a sun of Bu.xton and Hannah (Ross) Km- 
rick. His father was an Enfrlisli trptitlpinnn, 
and he was reared and educated according to 
the standard of that station. At the age of 
sixteen years he sailed to the East Indies, and 
for several niynths he was in Calcutta In 
1834 he eiiiiLrrate<l to America, and settled 
in Essex county. Xcw York, on the border of 
J,ake Cliamplair*; there he lived for ten years, 
and in 1844 pushed oat to the frimtier, set- 
tling in Walworth county, Wisconsin; this 
he made IiIk home until 1863, when he came 

I 

I to Farmington township; previoas to this. 
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however, he had lived for a short time in 
Rock county, where ho had foUuwed farinini,'. 
He bonght a trnrt of Ismd in Farininnfton town- 
Bhip, which he i in proved uud wlit^re he resided 
ontil 1891, disposing of the property at that 
time and going to M indoro, where he owns 
one of the nicest of homes. 

Mr. Kenrick has been twice marritd ; at the 
age of twenty-iive years he was uuited to 
Mill Otara Coman, in Esiex oounty, New 
Tork. Two children were bom to them: 
Henry, a resident of Farmin^ton township, 
and Antoinette, wife of Josiah L. Pt ttingill, 
of i.a Crosse. The mother died in 184^. It 
was in February, 183G, tliat Mr> Kenriok was 
married to Urs. Maiy L. Post, widow of 
J osej h T. Po«t; by her former marriage ahe 
is the mother of four cliildren: Ciilista, wife 
of Willintn Atwatt r and muther of three 
children; Sheldon 8., of La Croseu; Marcus 
and Ogilvie, who also reside in La OroMe. 
Joseph T. Post died April 27, 1S03, aged 
forty-eight years; he was a native of Madison 
co'jnty, Ntnv York. Mrs. Kenrick's inniden 
name was Leet, she was born August 28, 
1819, and is a daughter of John Sheldon and 
and Caroline (Stimsoa) Leet, natives of Con> 
necticut and Masgachusetts respectively. 
Both Mr. and Mr;^. Kenrick are mombers of { 
the Methmli^t Episcopal Oiurcli, of which he 
has been steward for many years. In his 
politieal oonvietions he adheres to the princi- 
ples of the liopublican partj. Se is a man 
of j^reat integrity of character, nnd ia worthy 
of the place he oocopies in the community. 

fANIEL SHANE, of section 15, Hums 
township, was born in Columbia county, 
Pennsylvania, November 29, 1830, a 
son of George and Mary (Gigcr) Shane, both 
also natives of Pennsylvaoia. The father 



»i 

was a son of Geoi^ge Shane, a native of Lan- 
caster coimtv, Ppunsylvania. and a f-oldior in 
the lu'Vulntioniirv war, Ix'int^ a dri\'er of an 
ambulance wagon. He was a tailor by trade, 
was the owner of saw and flonring mills, and 
also owned and operated several large farms. 
Our subject's parents had six children, four 
of whom ptill survive, viz.: Daniel, our sub- 
ject; William ot iiurns towuship; Thomaa 
of linffalo county, Wiseonaio, and Marj, the 
wife of Orlando Brown, also of Bn&lo county, 
Wisconsin. One daughter, Rebecca, died in 
I'ennsylvania in 1854, at about the age of 
twenty years. 

The subject of thia aketeh learned the car- 
riageraaker*« trade in Pennsylvania, at which 
he worked for seven years, and during two 
years of that time lie was empluyed by Dim- 
lap ife Co., of I'hiladelphia. He came West 
in tlio fall of 1855 aud purchased 200 acres 
of land where he now lives, on which he set- 
tled in Ilby, 1866, and to which he has since 
added until he now owns 320 af ps. Ho is 
one of the principal stockholders and incor- 
porators ol the Burns Cheese Manufacturing 
AssociatioD, of which he is the bosiness 
inausger. The factory was bailt in 1874 by 
Joneph Hauton, who operated it two years 
ancl then sold to the present iooorporated 
com^)aiiy. 

Mr. Shane was narried March 24, 1857, to 
Anna M. Melicb,'a native of Columbia connty, 

Pennsylvania, and daaghter of Peter Melick, 
now deceased. They have nine ebildron, 
namely: Forest D., a resident of Hamilton 
towuship, married Cora Van waters; Rebecca, 
the wife of William Bradley of West Salem; 
Orpha J., the wife of Eugene W. Richard.s, 
of West Salem; Uly^^es O. married EtK(^ 
Sibley, and lives near Aberdtn ii, South Da- 
j kota; Mary, Uie wife of Frank Howies, of 
Hamilton township; Geor^, of West Salem; 
Bertha, Bobert and Clyde, at home. Mr. 



Uiymzed by Google 



BfOOBAPmOAL arSTOBT. 



blmuu has held the office of Juetict^ ot ihe 
Peace and Towu Chairman Mvenl years. 
His wife and several cbildren are members of 

tlio Methodist Church, and he also gives lih- 
erally to tlic support of the ^o-pel. Pulitic- 
ally be ailiiiates with the Uepublican part^. 

Jj^lIiAM P. LANPIIEUE, the viUaire 
aO\ blacksmith of Mindoro, Wisconsin, is 
one of the early sottlere uf La Croe&e 
OQnntjf and a veteran of the late war. 

He was bom in Potter coanty, Pennsyl- 
vania, October 13, 1842, son of Maxeon and 
Eunice (Parinenter) Lanpliere, nntive'? of 
Khode Islaud. The Lanpiieros traced their 
ancestij Iwelc to the Enjjlish, Grandfather 
Jonathan Parmenter was a son of * Bevolo- 
^ tionary soldier who lived to l>e 103 years 
ol<t. Maxson Lanphere and \\\^ family on?iio 
to La Croaae couuty io 1853 and settled in 
Bnrns Ydley. The mother departed this 
life in 1886, aged eighty-two years. The 
father is still living and resides at Shamrock, 
Jaclison county, Wit^con.-in, heing now in his 
eiglity-seventh year. They had a family of 
ten childreu, all of whom arrived at adult 
age, viz.: David, Harriette, Lovina, Lncinda, 
Amy, Maxson, Enniee, Maro:aret. Hiram and 
Martha. liiram was a lad of twelve years 
when they rame to this country, and here he 
grew up and was educated. In August, 186-1, 
he enlisted bis servieee for the protection of 
the Union, becoming a member of Company 
E, Third Wisconsin Cavalry. He was hon- 
orably discbarTOd .litne 19, 1S05, at Henton 
Barracks, Missouri. During the most of his 
service he was in Missouri and ArkansM. 
Beturuing to Bums Valley be remained tliere 
some time, and in 1872 went to Itodena, 
Biiffa]i> county, where he was engaged in 
work at the blacksmith trade until 1879. 



Tiiat year he returned to La Crosse county 
and located at Mindoro. Bdi^ an expert 
workman he has all he can do, and from 
morning till nigbt the ring of his hammer is 

heanl. 

In October, 1S08, Mr. Lanphere wedde*l 
Olive Draper, wlio was born in New Qamp* 
shire. Her father, John Draper, was among 
the early settlers of finms Vallt y. liud s. rved 
during the late war as a member of the Thir<l 
Minnesota Infiintry. In this county she 
grew up and received her education. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Lanphere Imve been bora eix 
children, viz.: Minnie, wife of John Dorcas 
of Burns Valley; Nellie, Carrie, Melvin, 
Alice and Vcrrn'p. 

Mr. Lanphere is an enthusiastic Republi. 
can and a charter member of Nelson Quygle 
Post, No. 2Sa, G. A. & He bos served in 
various oilices in the post. la aiao a member 
of thn JSlodrrn Woodmen. He is a man of 
strong phyeic^ue and is in the prime of life. 
Frank and jovial in manner and honorable in 
all bis business dealing few have » larger 
eirele of Ikiends than be. 

ARON fl. DATIS, deceased, was a man 
of exceptionally fine business qualifica- 
^4(5^ tion!«, and us .such wn's promitiently 
idoritifiiMl with tlip dovelopiiieiit u;ni j_'i-owth 
of i^a Oosse. iie was ix)rn in Canaslii, just 
over the line from Vermont, and in sympathy 
and interests was a oitisen of that State. 
About the year 1844, when a youth of eigh- 
teen 3'oars, he left home to try his fortune in 
the " Wild West," and he often entertained 
bis friends with n graphio description of his 
trip from Buffalo to Chicago by way of die 
Great Lakes, and his experiences in securing 
employment anson'j a stmn:^ people. At 
the age of twenty he found liimseif io Galena, 
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Dlinoit, and wm engaged in various pnranito | 
nntil the breaking out of the oivil WHr. Aa 
A personal friend of Generals Grant, I^ollitie 
and Smith, ho spent some years in the arinj, , 
frequently in the thick of the tight. 

In 16^6 he eame to La Croeee, and waa 
connected with the firm of Davis, Medary & 
mil, wliicli purchased the leatltcr innl saddlery 
and lianlwure business of Grant, iliirkc t^-Co. ; 
this tirin was afterwards chaiigiHl to Davis vV: 
Medary, and they erected the La CnwM tan- 
nery; the business was finally merged into a 
stock company (Davis, Medary & I'latz Com- 
pany), and Mr. Davi-j retained a large atnonnf 
of stock, lie was etectod vice-preisideiit ut i 
the l^tarian Bank npon its organiaation, an 
office he held at the time of his death; he waa 
also president ot the tannery company alreatly 
mentioned, at the time of hi? death. In 
1886) at the age of sixty years, he retired 
from aotive bmneas pursuits, and was so 
sitoated as to fully enjoy the remainder of his 
days in the reward that hone^^ty, indn^^tryand 
jstriot integrity liiid uor.. fprijjlit in ul! hi- | 
dealings, lie demandeil of every Diie, with 
whom he had bnsiuess relations, tlic ^ume 
ooraplianee with what he rsjgarded as legiti- 
mate eomniercial methods. 

While nianifebf ititr a miirked inttrest in 
local and national ftll'air.-, lio whmM never con- 
£eut to fill au official pouitiun within the gift 
of the people. He had many warm personal 
friends, and enjoyed bis assodation with tliem 
in a most genuine and hearty fashion. When 
ho pa-seed from this life to tfte reality of the 
beyond, lie wa« truly mourned by the eottro 
eommnnity. The directors of the Batavtan' 
Bank and also the La Crosse Club met and 
adopted resolutions of respect and exprcoeing 
the deep Iohb stistnined in the death of thie 
most estimable citizen. 

Mr. Davis was married to Miss Mary Sale, , 

and to them were born two children: William - 
as 



G. and Walter S.; these two youn|^ men 

coinpo.se till' firm of Davis & Co., who con- 
<iuct a wholesale and retail cio-ar and tolfaeoo 
business in I,a Crosse; the bn»ine»i> Imn l»een 
established about fifteeu years; this firm suc- 
ceeding that of Matt Weix; they are doing 
an e.xcellent business, and have extended their 
trade thriiii<i;li Wisconsin, Minnesota and 
and Northern Iowa. 

.« 

ipHAKLKS II. NICHOLS, president of 
the C. II. Nichols Lumber Cnmpany, 
vST' was born in Williamsou, Wayne 
county, New Tork, August 26, 1881. Mis 
parents, Colonel Charles Marion and Jane E. 
(Casey) Nichols, were from Auburn, New 
^'ork. The father, a merchant, and a man 
of some prominence iu buaiue«ifi, was u friend 
of William H. Seward. The family moved 
to Michigan, locating at Kalamasoo, where 
Mr. Nichols continued in mercantile bin^i- 
n&«s for a number of year'^. and it was while 
living there that he received the title ot* 
( 'Olonel from (jiovemor S. T. Ma&on. 

He moved to Wisconsin some time before 
1850, settling in Dane county; and he opened 
a store in Madison and a farm at (Cottage 
Grove. Charles was employed in the store. 
His elder brother, George, was a civil engin- 
eer and located at St. Paul, where Chartea 
went in 1851, and remained two years. 
George died there, at the age of twenty-one 
years, nf quick eoiisnmption. Colonel Nicliok 
removed to Onala>ika iu 1852, and with a 
partner htgan Inmhering, under the firm 
name of Nichols & Tompkins. Charles 
went there and in 1868 Was employed as 
clerk for tlio boom cofiipany existing there 
at that time, lie continued with tbum until 
he was of age, and thenceforward be was with 
his father until the latter retired. About 
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1857 thej purchased the Royce «fc Hoyci? ; 
mill, and made lutnluT tliero for ncarlv tif- ' 
teeu years, lii 1871 Colonel Nichols sold 
the buainesa to his son Charles nod bie son* 
in-lavr, Frank Pooler, giving them ea«h 
$10,000 ftod lending tbem jointly $20,000. 
Thie, perhaps, put a rather hicrh valuation 
on the property at that time, imi it was an 
fstablished business with an exceptiunally 
good rite. The bnainets wm profitably eon> 
dncted in this form nntil 1887, when the C. 
H. Nichols Lumber Company was organized. 

Mr. Nichols, our subject, was married, 
June iSj, 185U, to Miss Helen M. Farrand, 
dangbter of William and Kuby Farrand, 
natives of New York, who came to Oualaska 
in 1867. Mr. Farrand, also a lumberman, 
was well and favorably known; hp died 
August 12, 1868, at the age of hixty-four 
years. Mr«. Farrand ia still living, with 
powers of body and mind quite well pre- 
served, at the age of seventy-nine years. Of 
their oiirht children, three are Hvinj;, viz.: 
Charles, a lawyer of Onalaiika; Mrs, 0. II. 
Nichols; Ira, wlio married Miss Lijutie Fahey, 
and resides at QalMville, Trempealeau county ; 
two children died in infanoj; Henry R. died 
at the age of fifteen and a half years; James 
Crouger, the second son, died at the aste of 
iifty-twu years; he married Emeiinu Aiken, 
who now resides at Onalaska; Esther, the 
third in the family, married William A. 
Thayer, and died July 10. 1887. 

Mr. Nichols tirst found it necessary to 
spend the winter in the South in 1881, and 
fbr four 'years spent the cold months at 
Eureka Springs, Arkansas, or at Mineral 
Wells, Texas. Then he spent a winter or two 
in New Orleans. Init traveled about some, 
and, being pleased with the situation at 
Eustis, Florida, l»ougbt land there, built a 
pretty cottage, setting the grounds cut to 
frnit and ornamental trees. But his throat 



trouble increased, aii<1 he went to Chicago 
for treatment; but tuiliiig to receive l>enefit 
lie went to Columbus, Ohio, in the spring of 
1801, and died there October 88, following. 
The body was brought home and buried 
November 1, with solemn Masonio ritei* 
The deceased was a member of the Episcopal 
Ohnrch. He was a thoroughly good Cliris- 
tiaii, liad uiHuy friends and but few, if any, 
enemies. Ilhe Nichols Inmber firm bnilttbe 
Episcopal Church at Onalaska. 

Mrs. Jane Conway, wife of Charles Con- 
way, at Drt'sbaeli, Minnesota, is a pister of 
the dccoabcd; and another sister, Mary, mar- 
ried George Driesbadi ; both are now deoeased. 



AMES HENRY, Jk-, turnkey of t lie La 
Crosse county jail, waa bom in the city 
of Chicago, Illinois, December 9, 18iO, 

and is a son of James and Martha (Hare) 
Uciirj% natives of county Antrim, Irdaiid. 
The parents were reared in their native land, 
and tliey were married iu April, 1830. Soon 
after this event tfaey set sail for America, the 
trip being their bridal tour. They had little 
of this worl(i"'8 jrooi]:^, l>nt were blessed with 
good constitutions, loving hearts and willing 
hands. They landed in the city of Quebec, 
and ])roceeded thence to Montreal, where 
they spent the first summer; Mr. Henry was 
employed at farm work the first year of h)S 
residence here, and then went to Hurlinpton, 
Vermont, where he waa engaged at work iu 
the ronnd-home for three years, Frank 
Sterens being head manager of the railroad. 
Tpon leaving Burlington, be e^me Wwt and 
located in Chicago, tlien a slushy, swampy, 
vilhige; he was employed in that place three 
years, working in the machine shops which 
lie helped build. It was in 1860 that be 
came to La Crosse county and settled is 
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Farmington townsliip, where he became the 
owner of 730 acres of Und. He applied 
himself diligently Xo nariculturcil pursuite, 
tilling tlie aoil and raisiiicr atui tV'edirig live- 
stock, and Ills t'fforta wert* rrowncd wit'^ pnc- 
iivts%. Mrs. Henrj is one of a tataiiy of four 
daughtera and two aoM, none of whom ever 
came to America, and only two of whom 
Bnrvive, John and Betty. Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry havp a family of live children ; Edward 
U logging on Hlack river; he married Anna 
Gorton, and to them were born two ebildren, 
Mary E. end Winifred; the mother died in : 
1891, aged twenty-eix; before her marriage | 
ehe WHS u tcaclier, hikI was an ornnmtnit atid 
honor to the profession; Martha is the wife 
of William Quinu, and resides in ^orth La 
CroMe; tliey have two children living, 
Maude and May ; Maggie live* in Chicago, 
with !\ cotjsiii; .Viina married Vevan Fullt 
proprietor of tlu- City Hotel, La Crosse. Mr. 
and Mrd. Henry are highly respected citizeu6, 
and are fnlly deserving of all the bonore 
aooorded tiie pioneers of the county. 

James Henry, Jr., attetided school at 
Stevenstown, La Orojise county, and when his 
Bcliool days were ended he devoted his ener- 
gies to agricnltnre. He was united in mar- 
riage, November 28, 1882, to Miss Elimbeth 
Qainn, a daughter of Jamea and Susan Quinn, 
of Kttrick, TrcTiijiCiilcnn cunnfv. Wisconsin, 
where they are well and favorably known; 
they have reared a ftunilj of three sons and 
foar daughters. After hie marriage to Miss 
Quinn, Mr. Henry removed to La Orosse, 
where he has fiinw resided. Yor five years 
he was policeman of the city, doing faithful 
service and keeping an excellent reputation, | 
in fact placing himself in the front ranks of 
the city's guardians. In 1888 he was ap- 
pointed scfi^'eaiit of tin- police, and held that 
otiice three year.s, i^iviiig a high degree of 
satisfaction. In August 15, he was 



appointed turnkey of the county jail, and is 
maintaining the high standard lie has already 
established. Politleally he affiliates with 
the Democratic party, and takes an aetive 
part in its ujovements. 

He and. his wife are the parents of two 
children: Gertrnde and James. The family 
belong to the Roman Catholic Church. 

AYID H. TONEER Is the efficient 
freight eondQ<rtor on the Sonth Minne- 

60ta branch of the Chicago, Milwaukee 
il' St. Paul Railroad. He was born in Spneea 
county, Ohio, May 6, 1850, to Peter and 
Sarah (Hemming;) Vonker, the former of 
whom was a sneoessfnl farmer of Seneca 
county for a number of years, and afterward 
t'lilowcd the same occnpHtion in Wyandotte 
county, five miles from 8an«lusky city. While 
crossing an iron bridge, spanning the San^ 
dusky river, with a loaded wagon, the bridge 
gave way, precipitaUng Mr. FonkiT, his 
team and load to the bottom of the river, 
which fortunately happened to be at low 
water. The horses were but little injured, 
but one of the iron arches of the bridge fell 
aeross Mr. TonkeFs body and pinned faim to • 
the grotind. A phiwman near by came to 
his relief nnd succeeded in liftincr (>ff the 
arch, wliich afterward proved too heavy for 
two strong men to move. Mr. Tooker re- 
ceived each severe injuries that they resulted 
in his death at about the age of fifty two 
years. Tliir- occurred in the yenr lie 
was a consistent member of the United 
Brethren Church, and was a man universally 
esteemed. He left a family of six children, 
of whom the enbject of this sketch was the 
fiffli. He nnd ;i -!.-.tcr. Mrs. Amaixiii Smith, 
wiff (if rriiiK'is Sinitli, of Fnstori;i, ( )lii<.), ure 
the only ones now living. The mother is 
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Btill living in Ff«t<m«, in tbe Mventy-eifi^tb 
je»r of her age, and is remarkably well pre- 
served, l)Oth inentHlly and phynically. 

David H. Yonlvtr attoiidod the public 
pchoole of Ohio in youth, and asslated 
liig parent* on tbe fann, ranuning with hie 
mother nntil he was about twenty'two jeara 
of age. In 1872 ho came West to Minneeota, 
and after somo titiie spent in farmint; !\e 
be^iiu dealing iu grain at Browntsdale, for 
Fvnntrin de FrtiBnon,and waa afterward with 
Hod«ee & Hyde, of La Croeee, Wiserann, 
for three rear^i. He tlien began braking on 
the railroad, and at the end of two years was 
promoted to ooDdnctor, which position he has 
held for four >e»r», giring good satisfaction. 
While baying grain he served for several 
years aa Jnetice of the Peace, servincr. al^^o, 

for pome time, ns school director, liis influ- 
ence ia that direction hoin<,' used for good in 
the community wlioro he resided. He wa* 
married in Jo Daviess eonnty, Illinois, No- 
vember 30, 1876, in Fountain, Minnosotn. to 
Mits Svlvia Long, daughter of John and 
Mary I.oiiij, natives resy>ectively of Pennsyl- 
vania and Ohio, and the parents of nine 
children, of whom Mrs. Yonker is the fifth. 

Mr. Long removed to Minnesota abont 
1855, and there died on the 15th of August, 
184S, at the age of «i\fy tliree vcHrH, of 
rheumatism of the licart. His widow la 
stilt living iu Hamilton, Minnesota, and is 
sixty eight years of sge. Tbe nnion of Mr. 
and Mr.s. Yonker has been blessed in the 
birth of two cliihiren: Charlrs F. aiitl Archie 
H. Mr. Yonker is a meml)er ot the A. V. 
& A. M., the £. of P., and the O. K. C. lie 
takes no interest in polities, but generally 
supports the man whom he tunsiders best 
fitted foi' tlie office. The VMidNcn^ are of 
German extraction, and the town of Yonkers, 
2{ew York, waa named in honor of this 
family. Mrs. Yonker was a teacher prior to 



her marriage, as were also two of her sisters. 
She is a refined and onltivated lady, and her 

parents are well connected on hulH sides. 
Mr. ^ oiikfT is pnl>lie-.-pirite<i in his view?, 
and is in every way a worthy and respected 
citizen. 

- ■■■■ g . X . g i.ii. 

jmg^ S. THOMAS, one of the faithful and 
^r£m trusted employ^ of the Chicago^ 
r^^^ Burtinjcton & Northern iCailroad 

Company, at La Grouse, Wisconsin, was Ix)m 
in Heading, Peim.-ylvani.i, in 1845. tbe son 
of William and Lmra (xSorrib) Tliomaa; the 
father was of Welsh descent, and the mother's 
ancestors landed on Plymouth Bock. William 
Thouiaii wa.s a braflamolder by trade, and 
had eluirfje of tlie .\rm<5trong Hmss Sc Iron 
Works at Armstrong, l*eiiiisylvania, tor inauv 
years, llo removed to iinshnell, Illinuii^, in 
1867, and there purchased a farm which he 
cultivated until 1861. lie then en|^iged in 
buying live-stock for the (Jovernmerit, and 
coTitiniipd in this business until the time of 
his death, which was the 2d day ul September, 
1864; he was fifty-five years of age; his good 
wife followed him one year later on the eanie 
date. W. 8. Thomas received his education 
in the public schools of the Kt'v=tntie State 
and at South lieud, Indiana. When only 
sixteen yeara of age he responded to tbe call 
of hie country, and went out in defence of 
her ditg, enlisting in the Sixteenth Illinois 
Vobniteer Infantry, and served with liig recri- 
ment until it was mustered out at tiie close of 
the war; he participated in all the engage- 
ments of his regiment, was wi& Sherman on 
his march thrungh Geori^ia to the sea, and 
back to Washington, where he took part iu 
the (irand Review in 1865. When peace 
waj$ declared, and the pursuits of civilization 
once more claimed his attention, he entered 
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the employ of the Ilaniinial & St. Joe Itail- i 
road Company, and eince that time liae been 
in the service of the Northern Missouri, 
Kmam City 4b Council Uloffs, WaWh, St. 
Loois & Pacific and (\iitriil Pacitio. From 
18^1 to 1888 lie was. in the inoimtains with 
the Shacktelt'onl aiul (iarrett exploring and 
prospecting party, traveling from the Black 
Hill* dowD into Kexioo. He hw been mn- 
nittg eu engine on the ChieagOf Bnrltngton & 
Northern Kailroad from this city, since hie 
return from the prosj ectinpf expedition. 
Politically he ia a stanch iiepnblican, zeal- 
onelj supporting ail the meeeuree of that 
body. 

Mr. Thomaa was married at Odhkoeh, Wis- 
consin, to Miss Katie Keeley, daughter of 
Janiee and Julia Jieeley, of Fond du Lac 
eonnty, WiMOniin; Jtr, ^eley was one of 
the prominent farmers of that ooanty; hia 
death occurred in 1868, at the age of forty 
five years; his wife survived hirn until 1889, 
when she, loo, passed away, at the age of sixty 
years. To Mr. and Mrs. Thomas has been 
bom one ehild, Lanra. Mrs. Thomas and her 
parents are members of the Koman Catholic 
Cliurch. Mr. Thomas is a member of John 
Flynn Post, G. A. 

— ■ ■ > 

RCIIIUALD E. BOLEY, deceased, was 
one of the prominent business men of 
i>a Crosse, Wisconsin for many years, 
and was the efficient bookkeeper for C. L. 
Coleman. He was bom in Mahoning oounty, 
Ohio, April 6, 1H46, from which place he re- 
moved to Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, and ahout 
1870 took np iiirt ul)ode in tiie city of l,a 
Crosse. Soon after his arrival in thi^ city he 
seenred the position of bookkeeper with Mr. 
. Oolemati, with whom he remained until his 
death. He was faithful and oonseientions in ' 



the di8charo;e of Ids duties, an nprij^ht eiti* 
Ktin,a social and agreeable companion, and in 
his family he was ever kind, thoughtful and 
oonsiderate. He was faitbfal in hia friend- 
ships, and as a citizen commanded respect 
from a wide circle of friends. lie in. one of 
the men to whom is dne a trreat deal of credit 
for the upbuilding and progress of the city, 
and will long be remembered as one of its 
meet enterprising and upright eitiaens. In 
the early part of the civil war he served for 
about one yenr, hut bein^ frrewtly troubled 
with asthma he was discharged at the end of 
nine months. He bad acquired a fine jwaett- 
eal education In the Pittsburg Business Col- 
lege, became an expert at bookkeeping, and 
was considered a well posited nuiri on all eiib- 
ject£. He was an able tinancier and owned 
as many as eleven houses in the city of La 
Crtiflse, all valuable pieces of property which 
became the proper^ of his wife at his death. 
He was in every way a puhlie-spirited man, 
and althoiij.di his lieart uai^ willing, his flesh 
was weak and the duties laid upon his shoul- 
ders proved too mnoh for his strength, and 
he, alter a severe Straggle, at last laid down 
the luirden of life. 

He wa.s married December 29, 1^84. to 
Mias Emma L. Small, daughter of John G. 
and Emetine Small of Boston. Mrs. Boley 
was bom in Maine, and is a h^i^y eoltnied 
and i-efined lady, fitted to shine in any society. 
She was n teacher in the public schools of La 
Crosse for four years, but waa herself edu- 
cated in the high school of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. She eame to La Croase on a 
visit to a sister, Mrs. W. A. Anderson, and 
at once engafjed in teaching, having had an 
experience of some four years in Maine, near 
Portland. Uer mother died many years since 
and her father in Oambridgeport in 1888. 
Mrs. Boley bore her husband two children: 
Harry and Charles &, both bright and 
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pnnuifiing ind.s. Mrs. Boloj is a member of 
tiMi Congregatidual Cboreh. Her husband 
voted with the Repabtican party. ~* 

- 3- ■- 

.s( Aii liOUCKjiiraggist.— A reference 
to the drag trade of La Orosae enggeeta 
at oDoe the bonee of which Mr. Ilunck 
is the ]iruprietor, which is one of the In st 
and most popular cstalilfsliniPiitP ktiown in 
the trade. The ^tocic carried is a large otic, 
embraoiDg all kinds of dmge and ebemicals, 
as well as a complete aMortment of madieiDeB, 
jierftttuee, toilet reqtli^<^teB and physicians 
8upp1ieA, making a specialty of presrripttf>ns. 
The et«tabli»bmeut is located at 1353 Cale- 
donia street, lir. Honek was bom in Nor- 
way, April 21, I860, of which eonntry his 
parents, Dr. Ove Gulborg and Anna IToegli, 
veff alf u nativt'!!. Tlie father was a liead 
piivticiau for le|>ers for three or four bo6pi- 
talb, but was cut down in the prime of life 
in 1862, at tb« age of foriy-eiglit years. His 
widow still i-urvivos liim and is a resident of 
her native lainl. To them a fHrnlly of eight 
children were l>i>rn, tivc of whom cainc to 
America: Dr. Knut and Carl came to tliit; 
eonntry and to La Orosse, in 1809, and Oeoar 
came to this city in 1878. 

He at once became an apprentice in a drug 
Btoi'e with n. Reverdahl on Third street, 
with whom he remained as a clerk for one 
and one-half years. He then took chai^ of 
a drag store iu Blair, and two and one-half 
years later he entered the Philadelphia Col- 
lege of Pharmacy, which he attcii<lcd two 
sessiuns, succeiding whicli he remaineti in 
that City as assistant chemist io the Kranklin 
Sugar Refinery; at the end of that time he 
retnme<l to La Crosse and (;stalil!r-li(>(l Iiiinscif 
in the Morthern poi tiuii of ttie city where, in 
188&, he opened a small drug store at 1115 



Caledonia street, under tiic tirin name of 
Osear Honok & do., bis brother being a silent 
partner, until 1880, when Osear pnrebased 

the entire stock and a year and a half later 

moved into hif present e-?taMi8lii,iifiit. ^fr. 
liouck is a Deujocrat politically, and socially 
is a member of the Knights of i*ythias. 

In 1889 he was married to Miss H. R. 
Piper, daufrhter of Thompson F. and JuHs 
E. rijHT of Rt'dfind. Peiuii^vh »nia. She 
graduated from tin.' Woman's Mdlical College 
of Philadelphia, in the class of IbbT, and bus 
Binoe been one of the leading medical practi- 
tioners of North J« Orosse. 

Al^AlN GOTTFRIED LANGSTADT, 
commercial traveler in elothing and a 
prominent citizen of La Crosse, Wiscon- 
sin, wap bnrn in IS'chiem, Westpliiilia, 
Prussia, October 18, Wih. Fie i* tin; lifth 
in order of birth of nine children bora to 
Nathan and Henrietta (Qoteehalk) I.ang- 
stadt, both natives of Pmssia, in which 
country they passed their entire days, the 
f^ither dyin*^ in lS5fi at the age of fifty-six, 
and tlie mother in 1886 at the age of eighty- 
sei'cn. Of their large family, eight children 
are yet living, and four sous and one 
daugliter are in this country. 

Captain Larigstadt Fecnred a CAtnmon- 
school i iiiication in his native country and at 
an early age learned the trade of harness- 
maker and upholsterer. This he followed 
in Prussia, and in 18(jl lie sailed for Amer- 
ica, landing In I'altiniorc, Marvlar.d, in July 
of that year. Lie i-emaincd in that city just 
twenty-four hours, then went to Milwaukee, 
thence to West Rend of this State, and there 
engaged in the harness- makers bunuess until 
()ctol)er In, uluMi he came to La 

Crosse. Here he followed the same business 
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for Ptil'iier until November of that year, when 
he enlisted in tlotertse of hii» adopted country, 
in Company H, Sticund Wiscondin Cavalry, 
and remained in tbe serae nntU ceaeation of 
hmtilitiefl. He enlisted as a private and waa 
promoted through the differeiit grades until 
he held tlic rank of Captain. He took part 
in the western campaign, was with General 
Grant at Yiokaburg. and Qenerai SlMrman 
in his march to Meridian, Hiaaisaippi, and 
haa often conversed with those generals. He 
participated in the battle of Champion TTtll, 
Cotton Plain, Vicksburg and the capture of 
Arkansas Post He went with Sherman to 
Meridian, an then hie regiment waa sent to 
Texaa. He waa slightly wounded once, was 
never taken prisoner altliongh he had many 
hair-breadth escapes, and di8Ghar<<e(l his 
duties faithfully as a brave and patriotic 
soldier, aa ia evinced by hia frequent promo- 
tions. He dmwa * penaion and richly 
deserves it. 

Retiirnitiff from the war he clerked for 
eight or nine years for a firm in i^iiti'alo, and 
waa then on the road for eight years. After 
this he changed to another firm in BnlEalo, 
worked for them lour years, and then was on 
the row! -ieiling clothin«r for C. Stnntncrfield, 
of Chicago. He has been with this lirm 
for abont three y^rs, has been nnqanalijr 
ancoeasfal, and his aerviees are appreciated > 

Mr. Langstadt was married on tlie 15th 
of Mareb, ISHfi, to Miss Ixria Coleinan of 
Vicksburg, whose acquaintance he had 
formed while in the siege of Vieksburg. 
Thej were married in Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
are now the parents of three bright boys: 
Nathan, Albert and Otto. Kntliaii inanaftps 
the ptorr for Morris & Co., clothing mer- 
chants of i>a Crosse, and Albert and Otto 
are eleetriciane in Aiipleton, Wiseooetn. Mr. 
and Mrs. Langstndt hold membership in the 
Jewish Church. Mr. Langstadt is a member 



ot the G. A. R., ;ind in politics ho Is inde- 
jK'tident. lie Iihs l>een very successfnl in 
business, and witii his established habits of 
industry, good management and economy, is 
well calculated to snoooed in any business in 
which ho may engage. He ha^ ever \>een 
honest and upn\rht, and as a patriotic busi- 
ness mau he holds the respect of the com- 
munity in which he Is known. He has been 
a bard worker, has straggled Sf^inst the 
many difficulties which beset bis way, and 
bj (lIliiriMit ap]>lication hm acciimulaloil a 
comfortable competence. His nicely located 
lionse gives evidence of the comfort ttiat will 
attend his declining years. 

EOUGE D. WRIGHT, one of the lead- 
ing business men of La Crosse, Wis* 
consin, is engaged in dealing in tlour, 
all kinds of feed, farm iiiarliiuery and car- 
riages, and is conducting an e.Ktensive busi- 
ness at 221 Pearl Street. He was born at 
Milton, Rook connty, Wisconsin, November 
dS, 1818, to George A. and Elisabeth (Gar- 
rison) "Wright, who were born, reared and 
married in York State, the father beinij a 
tiller of the soil. His uncle, William Anson 
Wright, was Adjutant General for the State ot 
New York for a nnmber of years. Qwrgb 
An><m Wright, the paternal grandfather of 
the subject of this sketch, took )> irt in tlie 
war of 1812, as did aUo the maternal grand 
father, Ezra Garrison, the latter of whom was 
apensionernntilhisdeath. George A. Wright, 
the father of George D., came to U'iseinjsin 
in l'^45 and settled near Milton, wlific lie 
farmed. In 1850 lie inoveii to ('ottaire Grove 
in Dane county where, in addition to man- 
aging a farm, be conducted a hotel. Later 
he removed to Madison, where he lived 
a retired Ufo which terminated in 1876 
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9i the Hcre of fifty-nine y«'ar». He was 
well known :n\i\ lii;_'lily refcpeetf*<l for hia 
many vortljy rjiKiiitieo. His wile died in 
1850, ti devout nieiiiher of the nHptiat 
Charch. George D. Wright is the third of 
him diildren, «nd before the eije of fifteen he ' 
]eft home and the «ehool he was attending to 
enlist in Company B, First Wiscoosin Cav- 
alry, and his first l»attle wa» fought at Hop ' 
Icinsvillf. Kentnrky. \lf was also at Selma, | 
Alabama, Wegt Point, Georgia, iinibhiug up 
with the eaptnre of Jeffmon Davii, leoeiv- 
inga part of the reward offered for hiaappre- 
henaion. Genera] Wilson ordered eighty 
men from tlie Fiit-l Wisiconstn Cavalry, at 
Macon, Georgia, to etrike the trail of the 
rebel fugitives who were presumahly ou 
their way to St. Markka, Florida, and Btrnck 
the trail at Green Iliver, Georgia, at the end 
of twelve (laya. On the morning of May 
10, 1865, notwithstanding the diBgiiises to ' 
wliich Mr. Davis resorted — a woman'ii circu- 
lar cloak and shawl — ^he aronsed suspicion by 
unluckily forgetting to remove his spurs 
which protruded from under the wi.terproof, 
and was accordinglv c'aptured. A short time 
previous to the capture Mr. Wright hcanl 
Hra. Davis aay to her husband, <^Don*t irri- 
tate the Yankees, Prasident;" to whieh he 
replied: "I might as wvW ciirrender here and 
meet my fnte now as at any time." Post- 
master-General Reagan and General Cobb 
were captured at the same time. T!iey were 
placed in a wagon under strong guard and 
taken to Macon, Georgia, the trip occupying 
two days, and from there were sent to Wash- 
ington. Mr. Wright, with his regiment, 
was then ordered to ASashvillc, where he was ' 
mustered out of service. All of this occurred 
prior to ^tr. Wright's t^evenieenth birthday. 
He ■^U«»\ thi' liurd-hips an'l wfiry marches ' 
of the service q^uite well and was wounded i 



only once — a ilesh wound which be received 
at Selma. 

L'pon his return liome he began the atady 

of architecture at Madiaon, which he com- 
pleted at the t ii'l iif three years. In ISOO ha 
went to Clarkeville, Iowa, where he taught 
school one term, then engaged in contracting 
and bnildiug. In 1870 he mored to New 
IlicbmtHid, St Oroix eonnty, Wisconsin, and 
followed teaching, contracting and building 
until his marriage, Octolier 19. 1881. to Miss 
liose E. Hughs, daugliter of John Uu^hs, of 
Waukesha, Wisconsin. Their home baa been 
brightened by the birth of tliree cbildrea: 
Frank W., Cora E. and Olive M. Mr. 
M'rlL'ht irt .\djutant of Wiiwjn Cohvi ll Vo^t of 
the G. A. R. of Ea Crosse. As a business 
man he has showu sound judgmeat, and his 
affairs are now in a fiourishing conditioo. 
Hi» establishment is first-class of its kind, 
his patronage i? lle^t•rvelllv lar^e, and he is 
out; who would add prestige to any com- 
munity. 



■.. £ . > ■ « ■ > 

AWRK.VCE CORDELL, raHimfi tsinr 
and wholesale dealer in rubber iUmpj, 
Stencils, etc. His bnsineSB is one of 
those trades which, more perhaps than any 

other, finds its patrons in all branches of em- 
ployment, and id a neo'-'^ftry complem Tit of 
them all. Mr. Cordell was lx>rn in Hamilton 
coupty, Indkna, May 31, 1859, to Andrew 
and Orebi Cordell, who were bom in Sweden. 
They removed from their native land to Tu- 
IfMlo. 01iii>. thtMt to Indiann, where the fiither 
followed his tnule of carpenter and buildur 
from 1853 until his death at 1 o'clock on the 
morning of New Tear's day, 1871. His age 
was fifty-five years. He was a momlnjr of the 
Presbyterian Churcli t^f whicli his wife, who 
survives him at the age of sixty-nine years, 
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hIbo belongs. She residee in St. Panl, Minne- 
jiota, with her ihiiighter, Mrd. (Tottechamrnor, 
who i(i the wife of Silas CTottachamtner, a hmi 
anJ shoe inerehant. To Andrew Cordelland 
his wife tlic fullowiiig chililren wore born: 
Ainandu, wife of Thoniaa li. Cook, a farmer 
of Tipton countj, Indiana, by whom «he hiM 
throe ehildran; Edward, with C. Gotri«ik & 
Ckk; Lawreaoe; and Julia, now ICn. 8. J. 
Gotteebammer. Four ehildrea died id early 
childhood. 

Lavranoe Oordell was edaoated in the pub* 
lie Mshoola of IndinuA and liia flrat work for 

himself was aa a clerk in a hardware store in 
Red Wing, Minnesota. After roraaininf? 
there live years and two years in Alinto, Da- 
kota, two in Ean Claire, Wiaconein, and 
five yean in La Oroaee, Wiaoonftin, he, in 
1888, started in the bneincBS in which he ia 
now enrafTt-'l. Thcv h;is'e <ufCf>edpd iriestab- 
liehing a connection of luuch importance, 
wbieh ia inereaain^ day by day. In addition 
to manuCaetnring rabber stamps, stenoils, 
fishing-rods, models, novelties, etc., tliey are 
the agents for the Union bicycle, and make 
a specialty of repairing bicycles. 

He was married February 22, 1882, to 
Hisa Cta-rie Lowater of Red Wing, Minne- 
sota, in which place she was a aneeessfal 
tefieher in the public schools for one year. 
She haa bortie Mr, Conlull one child: Ava. 
Mrs. Cordoiri* father was E. i'. Lowater, who 
died In 1888, the maiden name of her mother 
being Jennie Molntire, who resides in Bed 
Win;^, Minnesota, and is sixty-three years 
of age. Mr. Lowater was onr- of tlip leaders 
of the Aiethudidt Episcopal Uhnrcli of that 
city. He was a native of Canada and his 
wife of New Hampshire. Mrs. Cordell was 
educated in Red Wing and Tilden Seminary 
of New Hampshire. Mr. Cordell is Chief 



Rani^cr In tlie ppcret or(.ler of Forester?, bnt 
is not active politically, voting f(;r the man 
bo considers best titted for the otiice. 



UDGB HENRT M. SAFFORD, de- 
ceased. — Among the professional men 
of La Cro!»pe, Wisconsin, \vhi> have 
passed away, none were more favorably 
known, perhaps, than Jadge SafiPord. lie 
was born at Cambridge, Yermont, Maj 14, 
1826, to Oel and Louisa (Parker) Safford, 
whu were also native^ of the Green Monntain 
Sffite. The fiitln-r wa.s a farmer and iiuTclmnt 
by occupation, and in disposition was quiet 
and unobtrasiTe, though an honorable and 
far-seeing hnsiness man. He oommanded 
the respect and good will of a large circle of 
acquaintances, and was much beloved and 
revered by his own family, lie was born 
October 14, 1794, and died April 28, 1861. 
£mer8on O. and the Judge were their only 
children. The former was twm in 1824, and 
died February 18. 18S9. 

Judge SftfFord came West in 1870, having 
received a guud education in Cambridge and 
Johnston, eompleting a thoroagh aeademio 
education. He read law under Salmon 
Wires, of Joiinsfon, find was admitted to tlie 
bar in 1844:. He at once hej^'an tlie prat^tiee 
of his profession at Ilyde Park, and later at 
itichford, Termont, and at the latter place 
he was Customhou><e Officer for several 
years, but condiietei] his law practice at the 
.same time. He came to La Crosse in 1870 
and opened an office, having for his partner 
J. A. Kellogg, fie was thoroughly versed 
in the details of his profession, and his 
papers were made out with sach precision, 
oorrectness and absolute adherence to the 
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tochiiicitlitjefi of the law, that the t^lirowdest 
lawycrt could pick no flaw in tliem. He 
praclioid law in La Crosse until bis death, 
and gatherud iiix>ut him a large clientage. 
He waa appointed District Attorney to till a 
▼acaucy, and tras afterwftrds oleetod to the 
office, his ftbilitj beiog tba» rooagoised. He 
also filled tbe office of Juatioe of the Peace 
for ten or twelve yean, and waa appointed 
Polioe Jaitioe alao to fill a vacaooy, being 
eleeted to tbie poattion for a term of three 
year* at the expiration of hie flrat term. He 

gave the hc^i of satisfaction in every poeition 
he filled, and evt'rylMidy knew him as a man 
of warm heart and strict iut^ritj. lii< 
natare waa bo sympathetic that anfFering 
hnmanity waa the liberal sharer of his 
boanty, and people in all walks of life were 
prond to l>e called his friends. He carnVd 
Bunshine and good cheer wherever lie went, 
and he possessed tbe kindliest seniiinenu 
and the broadest charity. He waa abeolatety 
ineormptible in his poblic life, and was 
always guided by an enlightened conHcience, 
and was likewise true and faitlitiil in liis 
friendships, ile was not much of a politi- 
cian, bnt be aeted with tbe Demoeratie 
party. Hia death, which occurred Febmary 
17, 1891, waa deeply lamented by all. His 
funeral M>rvicr« were ronflncted by Fvev. 
Glieney, who paid an eloquent and glowing 
tribnte to hia many virtnea. 

Judge Safford waa married Jannary 18, 
1849, to Miss Caroline E. Wai^Uworth, daugh- 
ter of David and randine (^fetcalf) Wud«- 
worth, of Cambridge, Vermont, both of 
whont have been dead for many years, the 
mother'a death occurring three monthe after 
tbe filther*a. They were eacli aged seventy- 
three years, and cfleltratcd rlieir golden wed- 
ding the year before their death. 



" FiRy years together, husband and wife; 
Fifty y««rt toquOuir, la ttaa path «r Itfe; 
Fifty years logeiber, slemmiiifr thp tide; 
Fifty years together, happy gtinnu and bride. 
Fifty yearn together, each faithful and true; 
FiAjr yean together, there tfaej vow eaew; 
Ftl^ jtun together, ead the MM ef the my 
Ever prated to them a bright, golden daf 

Tlu- home of Judge SafTord was blessed in 
till' Ijirtli of four children: Caroline T.ouisa, 
who Uiud at the age of three years; Henry 
Eugene, who died at the age of aixteen 
yeara; Eldora an inteltigpnt young lady, 
who is at home; and George W., who died 
at tbe age of aeran yeara. 

fOHN LANGDONtdeceaaed, formerly of 
the firm of Langdon ft Gtoodland, pork« 
packers, was born in Exeter, Devonshire, 

En^jlaiid, JaiHuirj S. 1S30, h son of John 
J.ungjlon, Sr. He came to the United States 
in 1854, and imtil 1866 was engaged in busi- 
neea in Milwankee; then came to La Oroaae 
and engaged in pork- packing, which business 
occupieti his attention while he lived. The 
firm name was fir^t Langdon & Goodland (a 
sketch of Mr. Goodland appears elsewhere in 
thia volume), but in 1872 it waa changed to 
Laugdon, Goodland db Oo., and continoed 
such until 1879, when Mr. Langdon con 
ducted busincps alone. Since his deatli, 
which occurred January 8, on his titty- 
aevenUi birthday, the firm name haa been 
Langdon & Boyd, Mra. Langdon retaining 
her husband's intereat. 

Mr. Langdon wa? married in IS-jO, at St. 
Mary Archer's Church, Exeter, England, to 
Miss Susan Sparks, who died March 5, 1863, 
leaving him with two children to care for: 
Floi-ence Elizabeth and Amy Kate. Hie 
se<'ond marriage was in Milwaukee, to Mr». 
Anna iioyd, widow of Andrew Boyd and 
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danj^hler of Frank Willf^. Shu lu catne the 
mother of three children by her tim husband : 
Jo^<eph, Andrew and leabel, and bora Mr. 
LaDgdon two children: John Edwin and 

Maria Wills. 

John f,iingdon was a man of fine hnsiness 
qualificatione, was well known in the com- 
mercial cirdeB of La CroBBC county and was 
an earnest member of the Episcopal Cburob. 
He was honored with the office of Alderman 
of the city for one term, Imt had little tasfo 
for otKcial life, althoufjli his (iuties were per- 
formed with accuracy and ability. He was 
personally one of the most popular of men 
and he was respeeted and eateemed by all 
who were so fortunate as to enter the wide 
circle of his friendship. He lived a blame- 
less life and his death was universally re- 
gretted. 

[EOliUE McMillan, secretary and 
treasnrer, general manager and super- 
intendent of the La Crosse Gas Light 
Compatiy, was originally from Canada, his 
birth occurring July 25. lS4i. II it- parrntp, 
Daniel and Isabella (Soutlu-rlaiui) McMillan, 
were nativeti also of Canada and tlie lather's 
bnsinesa was lombering and farming. The 
latter came to the States in 1867, and here 
his death occurred on April 8, 1868, at the 
age of tifty-one years. Mrs. McMillan is 
still living; is sixtj-eight years ot age and 
enjoys good health. They reared twelve chil- 
dren, of whom Qeorge M eUilhm is the eldest 
The latter wa« educatt^ in the public 
scIiooIp of Canada, and, like mnny other 
young :iicn wlio afterward became prominent 
in business circles, he commenced teadiing 
sehool in his native country.. Not liking 
this business ho followed farming for a year 
and then embarked in his present business. 



He spent part of a year in the surveyors* 
office of H. [. Blts6 previous to this, and then, 
in August, 1870, engaged with the La Groese 
Gaa Lig^t Company, aa before mentioned. 
He has since been witii the same company 
and has met with a success pimply commen- 
surate with the al>i lilies he has displayed 
and the high priociplce and moral business 
methods which formed the comer-stone of his 
earlier career. The company conduct one of 
the leading industries of the city and its in- 
dividtial Tnembprs are men of enterprise and 
means. It was organized March 19, 
and its capital stock is now $160,000. Eight 
men are employed all the time and sometimes 
many more. Tlie president is Mr. James 
Yinccnt. and Mr. McMillan fills all the other 
othces. tie also tills the same poeitions in 
the La Crosaa Brush Eleotrie Light A 
Power Company that furnishes the are lights 
over the cirv. The capital Stock of this is 
$80,(X)0, Hon. .1. J. Hn<,'an ie vice-president, 
Mr. McMillan was marrieil June 21, 1871, 
to Miss Nettie Hofstetter, daugtaer of Dr. 
J. J. Hofbtetter of Lyons, Iowa, and sister of 
Dr. George Hofstetter, a practicing physician 
of LyoHf^. Iowa; \a>o Hofstetter, a farmer at 
(rreeii Island, near Iowa, and Bruno Hofstet- 
ter, who died at the age ot twenty-throe. 
To Mr. and Mrs. McMillan were bom three 
children: Mary 8., Daniel G. and Nettie. 
All the family are member.* of the First 
Prpsbyterian Ciinrch, in which Mr. McMillan 
\vM been elder and trustee for about twenty 
years. Socially he is a member of the Ma- 
sonic fraterai^, Frantier Lodge, No. 45; is 
a memljcr of the duipter and commandery, 
and is Worthv M;i.-ter in the blue lodge. 
He has l)een, since its organization in Febru- 
ary, 1884, president of the Provident Loan 
and Building Association. Although not 
much of a politician he advocates the princi- 
plea of the Democratic party. Ue is a prom. 
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inent fnctor in La CroBse cntorprieee and 
eneoiirAgcs by his iaflnenoo and finaadftl 

support any undertaking for the npbailding 
of the Injst in tort's ts uf tlic rnmmnnity. lie 
is recognized a& a man of worth aud strict 
integrity. 



fOSETH A. (iOODLANI). a prominent 
and intlnentia) business man and vice- 
pro»i^nt of the La Groue Faddng & 
ProviAion OomiKiiij, ww born in England, 

November 20, 1888. His parents, William 
and Abigail (Sliarman) Goodlnnd, were nlso 
natives of Knghiiid aud there passed tlieir 
entire lives, he djing in 1860) at the age of 
seventy'two, and she in 1889 at the age of 
eighty-four. Tlie father was a ooal merchant, 
liainllini; cotil, salt, (Iraiii-jiipfs, tiles, etc. He 
and wife were meinl»ers of the established 
Church ol England and he was warden for many 
years. Of the nine children horn to this union 
foar are still living, one besides onr anliject re* 
siding in Appleton. Outagamie countjr, one is 
in New Zealatiii, ainl the other in Erifjland. 
Joseph A. Goodland came io Milwaukee in 
1868 (torn his native oonntry, and followed 
the bnainess of pork-paeking in that city. 
This ho continued there nntil 1S66, when he 
came to La Crosse and followed tfte satne bnsi- 
nese until 1S89, when he engaged with the 
La Oros^ Paekinfr Ph>Ti«ioD Company. 
This is one of the prominent and important 
indu8trieti of the city, and the suocessor of the 
La ( VopRc Abattoir. It eniployH a great many 
hands and dintribnteK a large amount of 
money to the operatives. It also gives a 
home market to the formers tw their stock, 
thus rendering a mntunl i^ervice. 

Mr. Go'idliiiid r-i;lected :\8 liit- companion in 
life Mi?i Mary IIchI, dauglitrr of (trorfre and 
Mary ileal, and the nuptials were ceieltrated 



on the 19th of September, 1866. Mr. and 
Mrs. Heal were natitres of England. The fer' 

mer died in 1886, at the age oi' ^e veuty-eif{ht 
years. The latter died ill Eiii^latid. They were 
the parents u£ bix children, ail daughters, and 
only one (Mrs, Frank Harrison), besides Mrs. 
Qoodland, now in this eonntry. Mrs. Har* 
rison and her husband reside in Milwaukee. 
Mr. (iwdland's home has l>e(>ii cheered by 
the liirtli of fonr ehildren: Jarnee. (deceased); 
Anna, still in the home circle; Emma died 
at the age of seven and a half years; and 
William Sherman died at the age of two 
years. Mr, and Mrs. Goodland are worthy 
and exemplary meuiberfi of the Episcopal 
Church. Mr. Goodland takes little interest in 
politics but generally votes for the uian 
instead of the party. He is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity. He is a man of mn jues- 
tiuned lui^^inefs qnalificationp, and in his 
intercourse with others he is admired and re- 
spected for his high sense of honor aud strict 
integrity. 




,NI)REW BOYD is a member of the 
widely .known firm of Langdon & Boyd, 
pork-packers of La Grosee, Wis., and 
from his early youth has been familiar with 

tlup bnsitiep!^. He became a member of the 
hrm in IbbT, which is one of the most reli- 
able knd responsible booses devoted to this 
branch of commerce in the state. The com- 
pany's packin;; houses are very complete and 
the tiiipervi^^ion i.^ so p-rfeet tliat it i.1 impos- 
sible for a disease*! or inferior animal to 
entered for consumption. The tirm handles 
only first-class stock and deals extensively in 
dressed hoge, mess pork, hams, bacon, lard, 
ete. They do an extensive business in the 
Kiirroiuidiiig cities and States, and from twelve 
to tifteen hands are kept constantly employed. 
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Their principal place of IniiBeM is loefttMi *t 
116 North Thini street, end their warehonse 

and col<l storage is on Sixteenth and La Crosso 
strf-ets. Mr. Doyd is highly esteemed in finan- 
cial and commercial circles fur his sound basi- 
nesa principles and sterling integrity, while 
hie brands of provietona have become famona 
whwerer they havf hetii n^ed. lie is a 
young mun of decided iiiudligcncv, in pos- 
Be68e<l of l>iif<iiics.s uiialitication!;. of a IiIitIi or- 
der, and without doubt lia« a bright Inture 
Ijeforo him 

He was bm-n tn Milwaukee in 1864, to 
Andrew and Anna Boyd, the latter heini; 
now the widow ot" Jolin Langdon. She aiul 
Mr. Jioyd were born in Scotland; the latter 
was a sailor by ooenpation. He was thrown 
from the bowsprit of his vessel, in a storm 
on lake Erie, and was drowned. Hia body 
was never rccovoml. Tlie mother came to 
America in an early day and in this country 
was married. Her eldest son, Joseph Boyd, 
died in 1884, at the age of twenty-foor years. 
The daughter Isabel is llook^keeper tor the firm 
of I-aTigdnii ti- riuyd. Andrew Rnyd was edu- 
cated in Lu C'rii.'se, and in his earl}' manhood 
studitid law under the tutelage of Judge II. 
M. Safibrd of this city, but lias never prae- 
tioed that noble profession, as his time has 
been profitably occupied otherwise. Be is a 
l>emoprat in politics, has always esnpported 
the men and mea^ureti of that party, but has 
nevtr interested himself partionlarly in poli- 
ties. He is a Royal Arch Mason, and a 
member of the Episcopal Ghnrcb. 

— -►^^h^w* 

ILLIAM VAN ZANDT, a retired 
farmer of Hamilton township, La 

CrO"'pf* comitv, tiow r«»sidiii'f nt West 
Salem, was born in Columbia county Fenn- 
sylvania, September 29, lS2t), and is a son of 



David and Naney (Perry) Van Zsndt The 
father's ancestors were from Holland, and 

the mother was of Welsh extraction. They 
i-cm to I-Ake county, Ohio, and lived 
thtjre ten years, coming at the end of that 
time to "Walworth county, Wi.'consin. The 
father was a farmer and followed this calling 
in Walworth county for thirty years; he 
then catno to Lji Cropse county, where he 
pn'^scd I he reinainder of his d.iys. FTis death 
occurred in lS84, at the age of ninety years; 
his wife passed away in 1886, at the age of 
eighty nine years. Oar ^abject is one of a 
family <>f eleven children. In his early man- 
hood he engafTpd in toaehin;; school, devoting 
the winter seaeon to this profession, and 
during tlie snmmer assisting bis father on 
the farm. For five winters he tanght in 
eastern Wiitconsin, and then came to La 
Crosse county, wliere he ]\m tho distinction 
of being the first teacher outside of the city 
of La Crosse. He gained an enviable repu- 
tation in this calling, bat finally abandoned 
it to give his undivided attention to agri< 
culture. For thirty six years he was one of 
tlie leading memlwrs of the lartning com- 
munity of liamiltou and Burns townships, 
and did liis share in developing the resources 
of his ouunty. At one time he embarked in 
the incrcantilr trade, and was proprietor of a 
lianlware store for a period of three years; 
at the end of this time, however, he disposed 
of his interest. 

Mr. Van Zandt has been prominently 
identified with public movements in his 
township, and in politif^ is an ardent Re- 
publican, lie has been chairman of the 
board of Bums township for six years, and 
has held the same offiee on the board of 
Hamilton township for seven years. In 
IS70 he waf apptiiiited to take the cenfitis, 
I and under the administratiune of Grant he 
I was Postmaster for a number of years. He 
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Las been president of the Coaotj Agri- | 
cultnnil Soi'iftv fur tliree or four yeart^, ain! ' 
for one yfur filli.'d tlic otUce of" eec-retary. 
He lias always been h liberal auppctrter of 
worthj pablie enterprisM, and takes & lead* 
ing laok among the progremive citizens of 
thf* county, fie ha« always been chairman 
of the County Board, and was instrnnipntal 
in having the Insane Hospital located at 
We«t Salem. 

He was nnited in marriage, in 1851, to 
Miss Lucretia Jewett, a daughter of Marcns 
L. Jewett. of McIIt'Tiry county, Illinois. 
Two children have been born to them: Will- 
iam I. and Edith E. The son loarried Miss 
Julia GilfiUan, and rMides on a farm in 
Monroe comity, Wificotiiiin; tlicir cliildren 
are Lucretia and Lj^nn; Edith £. resides at 
home. 

Mr. Van Zandt is a member ut the Ma- 
sonic order» having joined that fraternity 
nearly thirty years ago. 

Marcne L. Jewett removed from McIIenry 
county, llliii<ii«, to Rocdphurg, Wisconsin, | 
and later to iiurns, La (Jro8t>e couuty, where 
he died in September, 1875, at the age of 
sixty-nine years. His wife is still Hviug, at 
the age of eighty-three years. 

(HRlSnAN KOENIG,Begi8trarin Pro- 

bate fur the county of La Cro^fte, Wis 
consin, ^fotary Public, land and ^^rik ra! 
insurance agent, wjir born in Cologne on tiie 
Rhine iu Geriuiiiiy, October 2, 1880, to Lam- 
bert and Isabel (Rubsteck) Koenig, the fur* 
mer of whom was a hotel proprietor. He | 
was a soldier under Napoleon I, in 1805 '00, 
and died in 18-13, at the age of seventy-four ' 
years, his wife dying at the same age but iu 
1867. They were members of tbe CathoHe 
Ohnreh and reared a family of fifteen ehiU 



dren, of whom Christian, two brothers and 
on.' .si>fer c;irnc to .Vrnprica, the eldest, Joseph, 
arriving in 18-t9 and is now rcsidiniif in 
Uooiieville, Missouri. \\ liiuuii unci his 
sister, Antoinette, and Christian came in 
1851, and almost immediately took ap a 
tetnporary location in Milwaukee. Hie same 
year they went to Madison, Wisconssfn, and 
in July, 1855, became residents of J^a Crosse, 
in which city they have since made their 
home. 

Christian folluwe 1 different occupations 
nntil the sprin;^ of 1858, wlien he was elected 
Clerk of the city of La Crosse, which position 
he held four years, and at the same time 
worked as Clerk of the United States Land 
Office, but upon tiic election of Mr. Lincoln 
to the l*re«idency, he was deprived of tins 
position. Uis employer was Charles S. lieu- 
ton, liogistrar of the United States Laud 
Office, in every way a worthy man. In 1861 
Mr. Koenig was elected Registrar of Deeds 
of La Crosse county, but at tlu* end of two 
years embarked in the iTK-rcantile busine.ss, 
which busiuess he continued with fair success 
until 1868. He was then elected to the posi- 
tion of Clerk of the Cironit Court of the 
county, and this position tilled for six years 
in succession, althongli the county had a 
Ilepubliciin majority. ^>iace tliat time he 
has been Deputy Registrar of Deeds, and in 
1888 he was appointed Registrar in Probate, 
the duties of which oiiice he still ably dis* 
charges. The esteem in wliich he is held by 
the citizens of the county has been clearly 
demonstrated by his continuous election to 
office, and he has always dischar^ the duties 
incuml>ent apon the positions he has filled 
with tidelitv, care and ability. 

Misi* Eliza Borirhart, dauglitir of IVaer 
Borghart of Cologiio, Germany, Ijecame his 
wife October 6, 1851, previous to emigrating 
for America.' They have a family of six 
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childron: Joseph B. died July 4, 1801, at 

tlie af»r nf thirty-nine years. He was mar- 
ried to Agues Weber, by whom he became 
the father of the following children: Maliuda; 
Fnnkie; Charlotte, the aecond diild, heeame 
the wifo of FfmiIc T. Becker of La Croaee; 
Sophia; J(>J»ephine is workinf^ in a mil- 
linery eetabliBhmetit, and etill tnake* her 
homo with her parents; Fhoebe is the tlio 
wife of £. H. Chandler, resides in Hinne 
apoUs, Hinneeota, and is the mother of ooe 
child, Ralph; Ida, the wife of Fred Kemnitz 
of Green B»y. has one child, T.eona; and 
Charles F. is a student in the Chicago Col- 
lege of Pharmacy. Mrs. Koenig is a mem- 
ber of the Catholie Church, and Mr. Koenig 
is a member of the T. O. O. P., in which 
order ho has passed all the elmir^, also that of 
the Germania Society. He is one of the 
pioneer settlers of the ootmtj, who is well 
known and. highly respected. Although he 
iias passed throngh many trials his career has 
hf-cn a snccps?, atnl liis early hanlshipg only 
served to l>ro:uleu his mind and enlarge his 
views on all matters of general importance.'. 
He ie well informed and ripe in worldly ex. 
penenoe. 



T. lOKINO is one of the later 
sions to tlw city of La Crosse, Wis- 

consin, and, being the proprietor of 
the Star Steam Laundry, lie has ono of the 
most useful oetablishments of the city. It 
is located at No. 118 Sooth Fifth street, and 
as first'clase work is tamed ont in the wash- 
ing and renovating of daily attire, his basi- 
nees is con?=tantly inereiisiiiir. 

Mr. Lorin^f was born in Montreal, Caiiadii, 
December 16, 1867, a son of Nelson T. and 
Matilda (Bancbe) Loriog, both of whom are 
of French extraction. They are honored 



residents of North Adams, Massachnsetts, 
where the father follows the palliricr of a 
plnmber and ip engaged in laying he^vy pipes 
for water, ga^ etc. In Cauada he kept a 
lar^e and well-appointed liverj stable. Of a 
family of fifteen children born to them, the 
subject of this sketch was the eldest, and in 
th(» public sciioois of North Adams, Mas.'^a- 
ehusetts, he received his education, graduat- 
ing in 1883, thns beeoming wdl fitted to 
enter npon an active bnsinese eareer. From 
his early manhood be has l>een familiar with 
laundry work, mid it was but natnral that 
when starting out in life for himself this 
should be his chosen fidd of operation. 
Although I^a Crosse has reason to be proud 
of the %'nterprise exhibited by her younger 
class of citizens in the different walks of life, 
few in the city combine the essentials for 
success in a higher degree than Mr. Loring. 
He brings to bear a perfect and praetioal 
knowlt^lge of the requirements of th« busi- 
ness in all its branches, and from his previona 
e.vperiencc is intiniatcly ac({uainled with the 
wants of tlie public. Hie, in age, is the 
second laundry in tlie city, but it is by no 
means second in the extent of its patronage, 
and those wishing iirst-class work will further 
their own interests by patronizing \\h estab. 
liahment. Mr. L'^ring is a member of the 
A. F. db A. M., the order of Foresters, in 
which he is Court Deputy Supreme Chief 
Ranger in and for Gateway lA>dge No. 1>63. 
He takes no interest in ]K)litic8 other than 
voting for whom he couyiders the best titled 
for office, but leans a little toward the Re- 
publican party. 

July 14, 1887, he was married to Miss 
Esther Robinson of North Adams, Massa- 
chusetts, whose parents, William and Margaret 
IvubinsoD, were born in England but came to 
America in 1874^ Mrs. Loring was bom in 
Manchester, England, and came to the United 
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States with her parents, being the swoiul of 
their uine children and tiie only one of the 
family in the West, fler father it ft roa- 
cliiiiiit, making a specialty of locomotive 

buildinf:. and has for many years worked for 
the Khode It-liind T.ofotnotive Works. One 
child h»A added to the happiness of Mr. bor- 
ing's home, Amy R. Mr. and Mrs. Loring 
are members of the Baptist Church of La 
GrotBet and he is an nsher in the same. Mr. 
Loring arrived in La Cr(>s.-.t> with a capital of 
l?l .f)0. Mny 13, 1887, with which he etarted 
in liiB iii'e work. 

E. PHILLIPS, gtntion agent* for the 
Chicago & North we&tern Railroad, at 
Onalaska, WiBConsin, has had charge 
of the eompany*s business heresinoe 1885. He 

was born at Mt. Pisgfth, Monroe connty. Wis., 
April 22, 1861, a son of Guines and Riith 
(Maning) Phillips. The lather was a biack- 
smitli by occupation, and was among the 
earliest settlers of Baraboo, Wisconsin. The 
grandfather, Ross Phillips, was successful in 
business and had accntmilatcil is. considerable 
property, but lost it. lie then moved to 
Barnboo, and followed loi^giivg on the Bara- 
hoo river. Gaines Phillips teamed from 
Milwiiukee to Baraboo river for se veral yeurn, 
and then worked at hit* trado. Ho resides at 
Elroy, Juneau county, uliich has been his 
home for more than tliirty years. His son, 
8. E., passed his boyhood and youth in 
Jnnean county, Tooeived his education at 
Union (Jentn>, Wonewocand Mauston. When 
he left school he bej^an his career as telegraph 
operator at Winuobago, Illinois; he lield 
this position for some two years, and then 
went to Woodstodc, Illinois, thence to 
Kendall, Wisconsin, and later at Xecedah 
iTanction on the branch line, where he worked 



for eiirlitfen months; then followed a year 
spent at Winona, Harvard, in the train di«- 
patc1ier*s office at Baraboo, and at other 
points on the road. In July, 1885. he was 

stationed at Onalaska, and for a time 
wanderiocfs ceascfl. Tie a careful, thcrongh 
man in ali hii^ business relations, and is 
worthy the confideuce reposed in him by the 
company. He is a member of the Brutfaer- 
hood (tf Tflographers. 

Mr. Phillips wa.s united in marriage at 
Mauston, Wiofonsin, .\pril 20, 1881, to Miss 
Addle Newkirk, a dani^hter of George and 
Harriet (Hetherington) Newkirk, residents 
of Mauston, Wisconsin. Mrs. Phillips wss 
born, reared and educated in Juneau county, 
Wisconsin. One child has been born to our 
subject and wife, Hazel Eleanor. 



APTATN FIJWK' T. PIIKLI'S was 
^' born in Tonipkius county, >«ew York, 
July 4, 1844, a son of Whitcomb 
Phelps, a native of Termont The paternal 
grandfather, Sinilove Phelps, was of Webb 
origin; the mother, whose maiden name was 
Mary E. McDeavitt, was the daughter of 
Irish parents. When Captain Phelpa was a 
lad his parents removed to Wankegau, Lake 
county, Illinois; later they came to Onalaska, 
and in ihest- places lio received his education. 
When the late civil war broke out between 
the North and Soutli, although a youth, he 
enlisted in defense of his country, and did 
valiant so^ioe. April 18, 1861, he beesuie 
a member of the Second Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry, Comjmnv B, and p:irtiripate<l in 
many active engagements during the follow, 
ing three years; he was in the first battle of 
Bull Run, Rappahannock Station, Blackman's 
Ford, and Oaineeville. August 28. 1802, Its 
was severely wonnded in tlie left arm by s 
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ininie ball, and wm taken to Donglas Hos- 
pital, Washington, DUtn'ct of Colimibia. 
Some time later he wa'^ tran-'fcrml to tlie 
Veteran lieserve Corps, and was iionorftblj 
discharged April 20, 1864. He returned to 
his home, ftnJ soon was basily engaged in 
reeraiting a company for the Fortieth Wis- 
consin Volunteer In fan try. He wa« eloctod 
Captain of Company (i, and the reg:inient 
was Stationed at Memphis, Tennestii»e, aud at 
otbftr points in tlie Sonth. He was honor- 
ably <liscli;ii^M'(l ;i second time, September 85, 
1864, and returned to Onaluiiku. 

Wlien the war was ended and ptuc*' lie- 
ciared, tiie pur6uitH of commerce and agri- 
enltnre af^in claimed the attention of the 
eonntry. (Captain Phelps MMsnred a situation 
with one of the lartro lumber companie-), and 
afterwani wb'^ appiiititod station arjcnt of the 
Northwestern Railroad at Onalaska, a position 
he filled for six years. He was tlien in the 
employ ot the East Fork Improvement 
Company for a period of three years. 
During the administration of President 
Cleveland he was appointed Collector of 
Gostonis for the port of La Orosse; this 
appointment was made in 1884, and 
Captain I'helps served two yeaiH, resigning 
his office at the end of that time. lie luis 
represented the people of his township in the 
othce of Clerk, and he ha^ also been City Clerk 
for two years; he has been trastee of the 
village, and in these ▼arioas capacitie« he has 
conducted the afFnirs wifli cxrpllcnt ability 
and gooti judrrtncnt. lie is a member of the 
Maaonic fraternity, having joined the order 
at North La Crosse in 1876; ho now belongs 
to Onalaska Lodge, No. 214, A. F. & A. M., 
of which he is a charter menil>er. Ilebelont^s 
to T'nion Veteran Legion Enrf\tn|iincnt, Xn. 
82. Captain Phelps has the dititinctioii uf 
having been a member of the Iron Brigiule, 
that went oat 1,803 strong; the loss of this 



brigade in kilted, wonnded and missing waa 

900. 

Whitcomb and Mary E. Phelps, parents of 
tlie Captain, had burn to thorn seven children, 
five of whom are living: Angelina, Ann, V. 
N., Frank L, Antonette. V. N. Phelps, a 

resident of Taeoma, Washlnijton, is fatlier of 
Trnninn V. Phelps, of Oiialankii. The father 
of tluH family died in Onala>!ka iu 1881, at 
the age of eighty-five years; the mother died 
in 1888, aged eighty^ve. The Captain is 
nntnarrieil; he has ever l)een a most dnti- 
ftil pou, giving to his ai;<>d parents the care 
and ^u[)port which tlieir love and affections 
merited. 




ff VSI'.KKT VAN STEENWYK. -To a 
considerable majority of the men who 
have won distinction in that portion of 
onr eonntry whidi, a generation ago, wa* tlie 
Western borderland, eortain well-defined con- 
ditions are common. Those upon wlmin the 
real pioneer work has fallen were endowed 
with few early advantages save the hardy 
physique and steadfast mind aoqnired by a 
toilsome and biuiiewhat narrow life from 
youth up. They found their ojiportiniities 
in the resources of the couutrv iind attained 
wealth and 6ome measure of preferment in 
advanced life which the disadvantages of 
I youth debarred them from rightly enjoying. 
Aniither class came into the West fresh from 
the nniversitie=^. witlir.nt either the physical 
endowments or uiunud forces essential to 
SQCoessfnl pioneering. The lives of many 
sneh were obscnre, misspent even, whereas 
: amid more congenial surroundings they might 
' liave been distini^niahed. The perseverance 
with which Western life imbues every man 
1 has inseribed a noble record of sneoeas in 
I both classes, bat it has been retarded by the 
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slow processed ut* assiinilatioD, and tou often 
ba« not renclied the development for which 
the conditions were favorable. 

In tke mre cases where most of the desir« 
able inflnenoes have bem oombined— educa- 
tion and culture, robust phyt»ique, courage 
aud a terapcnite liabit of life - the West lias 
prtnluced men of iiot» iu the community who 
have acqnired property, fnlfllled important 
truBte and riglitly enjoyed the best gifts of 
life. 

Of this clasH Hon. (Jyp1>ort Vnn Stcenwyk, 
PresidtMitof the Batuyian Bank oC La Crosse, 
id a fit representative. A native of Holland, 
bis great mistake was in not having com* 
raenced his Aim rioan life ten years earlier. 
Not tliiit till- tiiiii' spent In the cultivated 
eoriety of his native city, I trccht, was wasted, 
but because so muuli iuor« might have been 
added to his busy and nsef ol career as an 
American citisen at a time when one year 
counted as twu in a man's lifetime, and in 
the opportunities a£Eorded by the developing 
UHtion. 

Mr. Tan Steenwyk was one of a fiwoiily of 
six children. His father was a gentleman 

farmer, owning lands within ten miles of the 
city of Utrecht, and aocoimted a timn of 
considerable means. The eliildrcn had the 
benefltR of a good and thorough education, 
opportunities for culture and means snfflcient 
for maintenance in the manner to which they 
werf fifcnstoined, or eatii^'Hshiucnt in anv 
business or profession they iiiij^ht bulect. 
The subject of this sketch was the youngoit 
but one, a rister, now living in their native 
city. He was born January 30, 1814, and 
is, therefore, at this time, nearly seventy- 
eijjht years of age. Tlie fir^t li ilf rff liin life 
was pju4iied in his native land. The Lniver- 
sity of Utrecht offered educational opportuni- 
ties as good as any in Europe, and he was a 
student in that institution nntil the age of 



twenty seven, although his degree in philo&o- 
pliy and philology was taken at llie age of 
twenty-two. At sixteen, at the time of tlio 
Belgian Revolution, he was enrolled as a vol* 
nnteerin the army of the Netherkoda, serving 
two years. From 1838 to 1849, when he 
departed for America, he was a commissioned 
otlicer in the Netherlands National Guards. 
During the time he resided in Utrecht he 
lived the social life of the well-to-do of his 
native irity. 

But it wai not the life Mr. Van Steenwyk 
desired; it was not a life to satisfy hi« mind 
or employ his talents. He took up the law 
as a study, but the profession was distasteful 
to him. He could speak French and German 
fluetitly and read Knglish. America liad 
been an object of much study and iiujiiiry, on 
acvouut of its form of government and also 
because of its opportunitiee. Finally, in the 
winter of 1848, while visiting a friend in a 
neighlwring city, he announced his intention 
of going to the United States. The friend, 
who was a teacher of Greek and iioman liter- 
ature in a Latin school, was of the same mind, 
and they fully determined to start for the 
Western land the following spring. Another 
friend desired to join them, nnd on their 
emliarkatiou io May, 1849, a fourth Hol- 
lander of some means became one of the party. 
Passage was taken in an American sailing 
vessel expressly for tlie purjwsc of aoqniring 
that familiarity with tht; hmgnatre which 
would result from hearing nothing else spoken 
during a voyage of some six weeks. This 
was of inestimable advantage to all, espedalty 
to Mr. Tan Steenwyk, whose studies, rein- 
forced by practices enabled him to converse 
readily with the people. 

The party of four spent the summer in 
Mew Tork and !Newark, learning what tbey 
could aboot tlie country and 'the advantages 
offered by difierent sections. It was agreed, 
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in tbeir eonndk, thAt t1i«y ahould aeek a 
Western State, and fnrtber, that the autnmn 
montha afaonld be apent in exploring If idii- 
gan, lUinoie, Iowa and Wi^^consin. Early in 
September they stnrte<i Wt'st. Michigan 
took up but little ol tlieir time. Uiding 
through the heavily timbered country, where 
the hooaea found scanty room among the 
«tttmp«« and fire had ran throiigb the woods, 
they found little to please the eye or holdoot 
promisee to the imagination. 

Illinois hanllv tnore eati.-^factorv. 

Cliicago, then a town o£ 30,000 people, was 
attracting notice, bnt to the Hollanders it 
was dreary and depreaaing. Tbey made a 
tour among the Northern Illinois to\rns and 
found tnnrli flisU was prytnising; but every- 
where they were warned not to settleauy where 
else ezoept where thej were just then visiting 
unless tbey were prepared to die of fever and 
ague! So, conelndiug that a country when- 
innlnria was absent only frotn the immediati' 
{>oint of ioq^uiry was hardly a lianitarium, 
tbey retnmed to Chicago and took » steamer 
to Milwaukee. 

Here the life and eareer of Gjabert Yan 
Steenwyk began; all the years preceding 
had been preparatory, and only important for 
their influence upon those that followed. 
Milwaukee and sammiiding^, lying somewhat 
elevated, were pleasing to the eye, and the 
impression was not di8j>elled fiy a closer view. 
Nevertheless, the party desireii to see the 
new towns springing up through the State, 
and as sooo as possible joined in the pur- 
chaae of a team and carriage, by means of 
which I^cine, Kenosha, Jancsvilte, MadLson, 
Oshkosh iind intermediate places were visited, 
the trip occnpying six weeks in f)etober nnd 
NoTeml>er. It is not slratige that liie unani- 
mous verdict of the home-seeking quartette 
in favor of the larger town, and thither 



they returned, each to pursue his appointed 

way in life. 

Throiitjh letters of introdttetiort and ac- 
quaintance speedily made with the leading 
men of the town, Mr. Van Steenwyk was 
not long without opportunities for employ- 
ment. McGregor & Tenney, lawyers, advised 
him to enter their ofUfe, but the profession 
was no more to his taste in America than in 
bis native land. Mr. McGregor, who had an 
inanranoe agem^, then proposed increasing 
the list of ex)nipanies and formiTig a partner- 
ship in this branch, to promote the business 
amopi: the tureign population. This received 
favuruble consideration, but did not develop 
to any great extent It became expedient, 
however, that Mr. Van Steenwyk should have 
some olliciHl authority, and lie ?oon rt'L-t'ived 
his tirst appointment ns Notary Piililic from 
Governor Nelson Dewey, the tirst Governor 
of the State. 

The Hollanders, of whom there were about 
800 in Milwaukee, were not long in learninn^ 
that one of tlieir countrymen wa.s able to 
assist them in tbeir business aifairs, an<l their 
calls npon him wwe ao frequent, especially 
for correspondence with the old country, 
where many of them retained some property 
interests, tlint f lie feenrinf; of some represent- 
ative authority became a matter of conven- 
ience, if not of necessity. Accordingly, a 
letter was dispatched tea friend in the Hague 
and in due time Mr. Van Steenwyk received 
hi-^ commission from the llatjue as (^m8ul 
of the Netherlands for Wisconsin. There- 
upon a second sign was hung beside the 
office door, and to this an addition was made 
the following year, when he was commissioned 
Consul for Mirhignn and Minnesota. He 
now hud plenly of Inisiness, was doing well 
and heartily enjoyed life. 

The Legtelature of 1862 created the office of 
Commissioner of Immigration, the incnm- 
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bent to rceitlo in Now York, and his dnties to 
be tlie promotion o( iinmigratiou to Wiscon- 
dn. Ur. Tan Steenwyk'ft Milvanlce friends 
advised him to seoept this appointment in 
case it was offered him. He declined, be- 
caase he bad ntlicr plane mapped ont and did 
not want a:i otlice of that nature anyway. 
His friends became more argent, represent- 
ing that his command of several languageH 
would be of great value, and he could do 
more for the Iienefitof liisndopted State in that 
manner than in any other way. While tlio 
matter was under diijcussion Governor Far- 
well telegraphed him to come to Madison. 
He obeyed, was the Governor's gnest daring 
'^H^ visit, was tendered the appointment and 
finally accepted it, though not without re- 
luctance. 

Daring most of the years 1852 and 1853, 
Mr. 7aa Steenwyk resided in New York. 

Ilia labor in securing for Wisconsin a thrifty, 
indnstrioua and temperate elanis of settlers 
among the foreigners then flocking to Amer- 
ica, has exerted an iaflnenee upon the welfare 
of the State whieh cannot be Mtimated. 

The Le^alatnre of 1853 took tlie power of 
appointinfT to this office from tlie Gnvfrnor. 
and, l>eiiig a Democratic body, wliile the iti- 
eutnbent had ui»ited with tlje Wliig party, 
his suooessor wan named, and he retnmed to 
Milwaukee. 

Having become interested in lands in the 
interior of the State, especial! v alonrr flip 
line of the La Cross & Milwaukee Railroad, 
then in process of oonstmclloii, Mr. Yan 
Steenwyk moved to Newport, on the Wis- 
consin river, where it was expected the 
railroad would cross. The villn^e rose to 
considerable prominence upon this e.xpecta- ' 
tioB, bat declined and almost went out of 
existence wlien the railroad company fixed 
the crossing point a mile and a half above, 
where a new town was laid ont and called 



Kilhonrn City. Thither most of tlie N'ew- 
pt>rt bettiers moved, Mr. Van Steenwyk with 
them, in 1858. In 1867 he was commis- 
sioned Brigadier-Oeneral of State troopsi 
obtaining a title wliich serves his friends in 
familiar interconrse to the present day. In 
1859 he was elected to the State Assembly 
from Columbia county, after a contest which 
was a history in itsdf, receiving a majority 
of 200 over a Democrat in a Democratic dis- 
I trict. lie resigned Iiis consular office, not 
deeming it proper that a leixislator in the 
United States should be the representative of 
a foreign jrovernment. The follow i ng year be 
wasa delicto to the Bepnblloan State Conven- 
tion, and received the nomination for Bank 
Comptroller, to which office he was elected. 
In this {)eriod of great poiiticnl and military 
events, the Unaaees of the oonntry were in 
snch chaos as no person living at that time 
can ever forget, and General Van Steenwyk^s 
dntip? Ofjiialt'd in importance those of any 
othoo of the State. Ilis own choice would 
have been to enter the army, and lie conid 
hare had a r^ment, but it was urged upon 
him that his official duties oonid not be com- 
Tiiitled to otlier liandf. and the welfare of his 
fellow citizens could in no way be so well 
promoted as by getting what salvage was 
possible ont of the financial wrecks all about 
I the State. In one vear the comptroller 
; wound up forty banks, bavinrr occasion to 
I vii'it La Crosse several times tu the way of 
business. 

The knowledge gained while in office de- 
cided his fature oonrse, and the outlook of 
La Crosee decided the location. Am^rd- 
ingly. u])on the expiration of his official term, 
in 1802. the Batavian Bank was opened in 
La Crosse, and for thirty prosperous years it 
has been a landmark in the business fields. 
(Tencral Van Steenwyk at once took a plsce 
in thetirst business circles of theoommunity, 
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but held no public oiHce until 1873, when he 
served the citv one term as Mavnr, bLing^ 
noiniualed Rf- u iiepublican aud almost iinani- 
moualy supported bj the Demotasts. la 
1879 be was called apon to represent tbe 
Tbirty-iirst diatriet, eoropoeed of the city and 
OOUntj of La Oocse, in the St^tiatp of ttic 
State, receivitif^ :i considerable majority over 
the DeinoCfHtiu and Greenback candidates. 

In 1874 Mr. Yen Bteenwyk went ebroad 
and spent a year and a half traveling in 
Europe. While there he mivlc the ;i((juaiiit- 
aiice of Miss Marietta ^(ichijlls, !i iiativt- of 
Danbury, Connecticut, and daughter of lion. 
David P. NicboUs, for many years Treasurer 
of that Stale, who wab traveling with her 
sister. The aoquaintance led to a matri- 
monial enpirremeiit. and in May, 1S75, they 
were united in marriage at Berne, Switzer* 
land, under tbe auspices of tbo Qtaend's 
personal friend, flon. Horace Rubier, Hinb- 
ter of the United States in that country, and 
now editor of the Milw jiukui; Sentinel. 
Three charming children have blessed this 
union, bnt one, a lovely boy, bright of eye 
and mind, tbe ennblem of every goodpromise, 
haH gone botnewhat in advance along the dark 
road wliithr-r all journey to make tlie wnv 
lighter, though the eurtli he darker to those 
eoou following after. General Van Steeu- 
wyek*s most important reeent work has been 
as one of tbe executors of the late Governor 
0. 0. Washburn's will. He was^ the intimate 
friend of the late Governor, was witii hitn 
eevt:rii! weeks at Eureka Springs, Arkansas, 
aliortly before his death, and well aoqnainted 
witli idl bis business affitirs. The vast prop- 
erty in mills, elcvatorsjwater-powers, railroads, 
lumber and farmini? lands, ajTSTrenratinfT near! v 
$2,U00,0U0, has been so niuntiged that every 
industry has been profitably employed dnring 
the course of settlement, and the estate has 
inereased veiy largelj in value. To the sa 



gacions manage meat of Mr. Van Steenwyk 
and his co-executors, Charles Puvt'on and 
Cbarles J. Fartiu, the heir^ and beuetlciaries 
nnder the will are veiy miwh indebted. 

General Van Steenwyk is also viee- 
president (the mayur being president ex> 
<iftieiii) (rf the permanent board of trustees of 
the public library e-stablished in La Gros^e 
by a provision of Governor Washburn's will, 
and takes great Interest in the institation. 

To enumerate all the business enterprises 
witli which he has been connected wonM he 
ditticult even for hiinseh. perlt&ps, without 
some thought. Among the more important 
reeent ones are the Vlotor Flouring Hill, the 
La Crosse Linseed Oil Mill, tlio La Crosse 
Street Railway Comjjany, the Edison and 
Briitih Electric Light and Powor Gonipauie.s, 
tlie La Crosse Tannery and the East Fork 
Improvement Company — ^the latter a lumber 
organisation, in all but the two firr^t named 
and some other local companies he is now a 
stockholder. It is, however, as a banker 
that Mr. Van iSteenwvk is and will be best 
known. For more than thirty years the Ba- 
tavian Bank has been a pillar of strength in 
tlie co)nniunity. It has upheld the weak 
until they liecame strong, and carried the 
strong in their hours of weakness, it has 
always lieen steadfast, reliable, eonservative 
without timidity, and to-day ooenpying one 
of the finest buildings in Wisconsin outside 
' of Milwaukee, and offlcei^ that cannot be sur- 
pasHed for elegance and comfort, it stands in 
tht) front rank of the strong financial institu- 
tions of the Korthweet. 

Notwithstanding his years, Mr. Van Steen- 
wyk is in the enjoyment of mental and 
bodily vigor, tlis othce hour*? are regularly 
kept, hie duties as trustee ur director in the 
various inatitntions never augleeted, and in 
his elegant home, surrounded bj the best 
books and many works of art, happy in the 
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companionship of his wife, wlio.'^e natural 
gifts have been developed hy travel, study 
and the beet eoeia) advaniagee, intereeted in 

the edncHtion of hi8 chihiron, with leiKure for 

ocra!»ir>Tial tr;4Vi'l. lie onjDVs tliu ^ifts of life as 
one wiio has earned its privileges and its itu> 
munities. 

KLUVEli it Go. h one of the ino?t 
reliable mi<\ popular bouses of liU 
Croiae and haa been '«atabliahed ainoe 
1887. Tliej fint opened bminew on State 

street, but in the spring of 1891 moved to 
their present place at 117 North Eighth 
street, where tbej are doing a prosperous 
buainees. Oarefni attention u beetoved on 
the repairing department, in which some of 
the most difficult jobe ha^e been executed in 
a neat and sutififactory manner. Mr. Klnver 
has been a resident of La CJrosse since IbhT, 
and has always evinced the greatest interest 
In every ineaanre calenlated to promote its 
welfare, accelerate ite progre«e, or enhance 
its hifjlip^'t prosperity. He was born in 
S«>holt, Sorw.iy, M-^n'h 9, 1848, to Captain 
L. and Eliza (i)o!sclicT^ Kluvur, the former of 
whom was a soldier tliroughout life and was 
Captain of the standing army to Norway and 
Sweden for forty-live years, and was born Ftl)- 
rimry 18, I '^nj*. at Copenhagen, Denmark, lie 
di»d March 27, 1878, and his wife was born 
July 3, 1816» at Hambarg» Germany, and 
died January 17, 1884. 

Mr. L- Klnver was the fifth of his parents, 
fi^ven cliililren, all of whom, with the excep- 
tion of himself, reside in Norway. A sis- 
ter is deceased. AX the age of thirteen years 
L. Klaver became a deelc boy on board a 
ship at $3 per month, \ih duties being 
to keep the deck clean and all thin*'!* 
in order. His lirst trip to Uiissia occnpiud 



about eight months, and on his second trip, 
which was also to Kassia and occopied tifteen 
months, he was promoted to cabin boy, bis 

work being to keep the cabin in order. On 

a trip t.i (JueUec. oecnpying fifteen months, 
he was promoted to light deck hand, which 
necessitated the handling of ropes, oiling, 
tarring, scrubbing and sweeping. Hie fourth 
trip was to the I>l:ick st it. tlie voyage talcing 
eighteen montli-, <liiring whii ii tirne he was 
promoted to deck man i<> see after the tackle, 
ail the ropes an<l (lie u);istJi when necessary. 
Snooeeding this he went on a seal, bear, rein* 
deer and walraa hunt to Sintsbergen and 
Nova Zembia, and lias often seen as many as 
500 walrus in one ri(K_'k. duatinix on their 
backs with only their heads and tusks atxive 
. the water. This voyage was sneceasfnl and 
they returned home with many ekins of aU 
these animals. His next voyage waa to 
France and Spain, and altliongli lie was pro- 
moted to tirst deckman his duties were much 
the same as before. From France and Spain 
he went to St. Petersburg, Bussia, in 1864, 
and his last voyage was to the Arctic regions 
for the samp purpose as befcre. <liiring 
which lime ho received $15 per month 
for his services. They were wrecked be- 
tween Spitzbei^n and North Cape, the ves- 
sel going to the bottom. The most of the 
erew took refuge in the life-boat, and after 
lighting the wavps for three days and three 
nights they landed in the wilderness in the 
Northern part of Baaeta called Garabella. 
The three days and three nights they had 
water to drink bat nothing to eat, with the 
exception of a little hard tack which wn^ 
caught up by the steward as be was making 
bis way to the lifo-hoat, and thia waa impar- 
tially divided by the Captain among the crew 
and kept body and soul together for five dajs. 
' They then fonnd tlie Itody of a de.nl reindeer, 
\ which they roasted on cuaia, and later they 
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killed a reindeer, on whicli they lived for six 
days. They were then uighted by a Nor- 
wegian ileamer sod were talnm to a«mall 
village in Northern N<Mrway called Yardo- 
huns. A few days later they were trans 
ported hack to England. During his entire 
service as a sailor he wa^ with an English 
enm and sailed firom liTerpool. Soon after 
leaehing England be was taken tiek and re- 
turned home, and the next year (1867) in 
order to avoid the regnlar army rcgnliitiori, he 
made application for immigration and caine 
to America, landing in May of that year. 
He loon after eeearad employment with the 
Wheeler and Wilaon Sewing Machine Mann- 
faetiirin^' Company at Hridgport, Connecti- 
cut, but live years later went on the road for 
the same company, in which capacity he 
eerved five more jears. T^o years were 
then spent in Chieagp in the adjnetment de- 
partment of the same rnmpnny. at the end of 
which time he c^nic to La Croa«e, and here 
ba» resided ever since. 

He was married in 1871« to Miss Anna 
Jerman, daughter of 8. Jerman of Norway, 
their union being celebrated at West Prairie, 
Wisconsin, and the following are their chil- 
dren: Eliza D.; Adolphine K. and Ida J. Mr. 
and Mra. KInver are membera of the Kor- 
we^an Latheran Ohnroh bat attend the 
Epieropal Ohnroh. Althongh he takes but 
little iiitt-rest in politics, Mr. Kluver usually 
votea tlie iJemocratic ticket. He has seeu 
maeh <rf the world and the npe and downa <tf 
life, bat through it all he baa maintained hie 
honor and is eminently deserving the respect 
and pitrona;:je of the community of wkioh he 
is an honored and useful member 

I I i g IK 3" ■ ■ 

fliANKSTORANDT, one of the promin- 
ent fnrmors living near JJnrr Oak, Wis- 
consin, is a native oi this State, born in 



Walworth county, six miles from (Teneva, 
August 12, 1854^. His parents, George and 
Anna ElisEabeth (Pfaff) Storaodt, were born, 
reared, educated and married in Saxony, 
Ocnnany. Tn 184:7 they came to America, 
their family at that time consisting of four 
children. One has since died, and three 
Others were born to them. Their naneaare: 
August, Hfilliam, Sophia, Ambern, John. 
Emma Young and Frank. The family lived 
in Walworth county until 1856, when they 
came to Farinington township, La Crosse 
county, and settled on the same land whwe 
the anbject of this sketch now lives. The 
father died here in 1868, and the mother sur- 
vived him some years, her death occurring 
in 1882. George Storandt passed his life in 
agricultural pursuits; affiliated with the 
Demoeretie parly, and worshiped with the 
Lutheran Church. He was a man of much 
force of character, and was zealous and active 
in his Christian life, lie lielpfii to organic 
the Lutlieran congregation here, and waa a 
deaeon in the cbureb. 

Frank Storandt grew up on the farm, and 
has lived on flie same place for tliirty five 
years, lie receive«i a fair cdncation in both 
the English and Gertuaa languages. He 
owns a farm of 800 acres that is snbetantially 
improved. Hia commodions and attrsotive 
home is; built OD a rock foundation, as also 
a»'e liis barn and other Iniildings. Indeed, 
the general appearance of his eutiro premises 
indicates that the proprietor is a man of 
thrift and enterprise and that pnwperi^ has 
attended his efforts. 

Deeenilier 14, 1875, Mr. Storandt was 
united in marriage, in Dodge county, Wie- 
consiu, with Matilda Williams, a lady of edu- 
cation and caltnre and a member of a highly 
respected family, a daughter of Henry Will- 
iams. She watt born at Fox T-ake. Dodfre 
GO00ty,aud was reared and educated there. 
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Henry "Williams, a native of llosfcn, (lor- I 
iri8uj, came in 1848 direct to Dodge county, 
WisooDBinf locating on a farm near Bnrnett 
Station. He continned farming there antil 
abont tifteen jean ago, wlien he retire^l t'roiu 
active liii.-^itietss piirnuits. They have a family 
of 8ix ciiildren now living, viz.: Frederick, a 
fanner of Dodge county; Catharine, who is 
the wife of William Harman, a farmer of 
Farmington township; liarney, a fanner of 
Dodgrconnty ; Cliristiana, the wife of William 
Storandt, of Farmiiigton; Atiielin. who 
wedded Augut>tl3ercndt, abutchcr ot Burnett; 
and Matilda, the wife of Frank Storandt. 
Mr. Williama haa always lived the life of an in- 
duatrions farmer. He and his wife are members j 
of the German Lntheniii (Minrch, and in tlit« ' 
evening of their lives are enjoying tlie fruits of 
their bmiest toil. He married Mary Boeken- 
beio, who alio was a native of Hessen, Ger- 
many. He is now eigbty-eix year^ old, and 
she eiglity-eeven, and are both living in . 
Dodge county. 

Mr. Storandt and his wife are the parents 
of three children: Clara 0., Lissie A. and Ida 
i\lta. Tiieir Becond-l)om, Emma A., died ' 
when eight iiionthB old. 

Mr. Stiiratult i* a Democrat, and both he 
and liib wile are members of the Lutheran | 
Ohnroh. 




RS. MAiiV ilAUTLEV, Onalaska, 
is the widow of WilUam Hartley, 
deceased, who was an intelligent and 

prominent citizen of Campbell township. 
Ho fir8t came to tine country in 1850, and 
in 1859 settled here, where he remained until 
death. He was bom in Cambridgeahire, 
England, Jnoe 28, 1829, the son of John and 
Surah (Weet) Hartley; was reared and edu- 
cated in his native land, and on arrival in 



this country tirnt pett!f<l in T»ck{K»rt, New 
York, where he lived two years; then he W8« 
at the South for a time; was pressman in the 
office of the Lonisville Oowrier-Joumal^ and 
was al. so in Memphis and in Miesiseippi; in 
1H58 he wa-j Foreman of a l)riek yanl on wliat 
is now Center and Main Btreete in Kansa* 
City, MisBoari. 

February 1, ISftO, be married Mies Maty 
Kidgley, a lady of pupcrior intelligence and 
of a giK'il family, l>«irii in Beiifnrd county, 
Pennsylvania, a daucjhter uf J<i?liuu Kidgley, 
deceased, who was a well-known and promin- 
ent oitisen of tbis eonnty. He was born at 
Frcdericktown, Maryland, July 10, 1814. 
The Riiln^leys were prominent early settlers 
of tliat State, rompriijing at first seven 
brothers and one sister from England. Later 
BBveral of the family became prominent in 
oouimerce and poUtieal af&irs. Joshna 
Bidgley married Rebecca Radebaugh, a i^'ou>l 
tvMiipaTiioTi, who was tlip dautfliter of .lacnl) 
and Mary liadebaugh, of Dutch or (rerman 
ancestry. Slie inherited from them an in* 
dnstrious and eoonomical disposition. 

The family lir.st came to La Crosso county 
in 1850, when the villaire df La Crosse had 
but four cabins, and tliere was no honsc h«- 
tween that point and Portage. After camp- 
ing for six weeks Mr. Kidgley bad a log 
house completed. In 1804 be went to Idaho^ 
where he died in December, 1876, leaving a 
widow and one child, Mary, now Mrs. Hart- 
ley. In politics Mr. liidgley was a Demonit, 
but never desired odioe. He was a member 
of Frontier Lodge, A. F. db A. M.; previoosly 
he had also been a member of the Odd FeK 
lows' onler. Some ycarB Inter the widow of 
Mr. Ridgley married liobert Smith, an old 
settler of La Crosse, now deceased, and she 
still resides in that eity. 

William Hartley died January 24, \m. 
He was a conservative Democrat in poiitioi, 
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and in religion lie was an Epi^palian, having 
been brought up in the Oiinrch of England. 
Ue was also a member of the Masonic order, 
• oliarter member of West Salem Ludge and 
a member of La Cros&e Chapter. At bis 
(leatli he li-ft ft wulow jinil Hvi» sons anil three 
(hinglitors. Tiaincly : Surah Jane Cox, Juhn J., 
a buHinetiS tnau uf La Croese; Mar^ Aliue, 
Jothna R., William Thomat, Jamea £dward, 
Kebecca and George flenrj. 

Mrs. Hartley owns one of the beet farms 
in the cmiiity, a portion of which was form- 
erly a part of lier tather'e estate; be settled 
here forty-two jeara aga The Ikrm eontalna 
584 acTM, well feDoed and partitioned into 
plowed lands, pastoroa} meadows, etc., and a 
large brick honee, snrroiinded with orna- 
mental trees, etc., and lar^ barns— one 
44 X 75 feett and one 46 x 80, with twenty- 
two-foot poats. Mrs. Hartley exhibita great 
practical bttainese ability in the conduct of 
the farm, rearitij' etock, etc. S!ie lias f r;ivi h>(j 
extensively, and has reHided tor somy linn; in 
Liirope. She is also a good converser, Ijeing 
well informed and entertaining. 

In 1892 t«he rented lu r farm, and in now 
living in Onalatka, where her facilities for 
rest from care and the enjoyment of life gen- 
erally are much enhanced, and where her 
children have better wshooi advaDtagee. 



EROY liUNN, a valued employ^ of the 
Sawyer & Austin Lumber Company, 
and one of the highly respected pioneere 
of La Crosse counrv, wsis born at Diz, New 
York, in 1843. tie is a pon of S.-vtniiel D. 
and Sarah ((Tri^^wold) nmui, who wvw ulfo 
natives of thu Luipire State. The father was 
a carpenter by trade, and in the year of the 
birth of onr anbjeet emigrated to Dane 
eonnty, Wiaconain; there he parchaaed land 



w^i'i'li lie cultivated and i tnprn'.-cd for a 
period of twelve years; at the end of that 
time be sold his property and removed to 
Riehland coanty where he parehased another 
farm. Uo resided on thia land until 1861| 
when he af'atn sold ont, movinj* thenee to 
^fonroe csounty; thero he Iwught land, which 
he held uutU 1868, when he sold the farm 
and homesteaded 160 aerae on Bnflilo river 
in Trempealeau coanty; there he lived the 
remainder of his days, hie death occurring 
when he had attained the goofl old a^e 
of eighty-eix years. The mother sold the 
fkrm in 1889, and with a aon and 
daughter moved to Seattle, Wasbingtun; 
she is now seventy-two years old. They 
reared a family of four children, of whom 
Leroy is the oldest; the se<Miud, Emoline, ia 
the wife of Samnel Cox, a resident of Wash> 
ington. They have five children: Ida mar- 
ried C. C. Chamberlin, Mayor of Allgll^!ta, 
Wisconsin, and has one daughter; Ora J., 
the fourtli of the family, married Miss 
Maggie lii»lup, and they are the parents of 
two diildren. 

Leroy Bnnn attended the common schools 
a short soaeon each year until lie was eighteen, 
when he enlisted in the Sixlli Wisconsin Bat- 
tery. His father objected and look him 
home, putting him at fiirm work, which he 
continned to do mutil February 24, 1864, 
when be again enlisted in the Twenty-fifth 
Wisconsin Volnnteer Infantry. He was in 
the engageniieuttj at Kenesaw mountain, At- 
lanta, Dallas, Dalton, and Peach tree Creek; 
he marched throogh the Oarolinaa and on to 
Washiugton, when lie took part in the Unmd 
Itoview in June, l*i66; the men of his refji- 
ment who enlisted in 1804 were tramiferred 
to the Twelfth Wisconsin Veteran lieserve, 
and this reserve was mustered out at Lonia- 
ville, Kentucky, in July, 1866. After the 
cessation of boslilities he returned to Wia- 
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consin and engaged in agricultaral purenita 
in TrempealMii eonuty, wbtdi be followed 
until he entered the employ of the Sailer 
and Autitin Lamber Ciompany. 

Mr. Bnnn wac married in 1S70 to Miss 
Sarab C. Streetou, a daughter of William and 
Sarah Streeton, old and valued residents of 
BnrDB township. Mr. Streeton is now 
leven^-six years oT a>;(^ and his wife ie I 
soventy-two. They iirc the paronts of fivo 
children, Mru. iiutin iH-ini; tht^uldest. Juht'z 
married Miss Lillie llul)>ertot' Burns Valley, > 
and they have twoehildren; Jacob lives with 
his parents; Anna, deceased, was the wife of 
William Mack, and died in 1884, leaving one 
dantrbtcr; Enos married Miss IJ!!i«» Jones. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bnuu are the parents of one 
eoni Irving J., who is a member of Robert 
Hngbea Camp, Mo. 4S, Sona of Veterans; a 
member of John Flynn Pofit, Ko. 77, G. A. R., 
and hifl wife hchinnjs to the Relief (^orp?. No. 
25, attached to the above post, lie ie a life- 
long and earnest Bepubliean. The family 
belong to the Baptist Ghoreh. 




AliL BUAiSDT.— Perhaps it is not to i 
be wondered at that Mr, Brandt pos- 
sesses sneh progressive ideas and ten- 
dencies regarding the management and eon- 
duct of his farm wlu-n it i;; known that he 
was brought up to the life by his father, who 
was a substantial farmer of (termauy. Carl 
was born September 25, 1848, in the prov- 
ince of Hanover, Germany, a sun of Anton 
and !)yrnthon (Kullenkainj.) Brandt, the 
former of whom died in tliu land of his birth 
in 1870, and tlie latter in 1885. He received 
a thorough education in the common schools 
of his native land, and until 1866 was his 
father's mainiitayon the Iidjuc farm. Decem- j 
ber 25, that year, he emigrated to the United ' 



States, landing at New York city January 1, 
1867, and immediatelj made his mvf to La 
Crosse oonnty, Wisconsin, and began working 

for the farmers in the vicinity of Bostwick 
Vullcy and La Crosse Valley; but at the end 
of four years, with the usual thrift of the 
German, he had ac4]uired sufficient means to 
enable him to pnrchase 283 acres of land in 
sections lU and IS, to whieh he baa aince 
added by piirclia.se eitrhry acres at one time 
and peventy three at another, making him an 
excellent farm of 370 acres, the most of 
which is in the valley and very fertile. His 
farming operations have been conducted 
according to the most advanced and progress- 
ive iileaii. and liave resulted in his own goo<J 
and the benetit of those with whom he has 
come in contact He has long since gained 
the reputation of being a successful tiller of 
the soil, and he always has lieen among the 
first in the n*G of new and impr<»ved 
maohiuery for the saving of labor, lie has 
a fine wind pump on his place, and can draw 
water in his house and bams by simply turn- 
ing a faucet. His farm is also well watere<l 
by a spring brook rnnnin<i throiigli it, and 
he keeps constantly on hand ahout sixty-five 
head of graded cattle and from sixty to 100 
head of hogs. The barns and sheds for their 
shelter during the winter months are of a 
most substantial kind. His horse barns, in a 
bsscinent, are cspecinlly commodious. He 
keeps six work horses, eight head of young 
horses and colts and about eighty head of 
sheep. His residence is a two-story brick 
building, a pleasant and comfortable home. 

Mr. Brandt wiw married ia 1S74 to Miss 
Anna Wehrs, daughter of Dederich and Mar- 
guerite (Dunkirk) Wehrs, who was bom 
December 11, 1854, in the province of Han- 
over, and left there in April, 1870, and came 

to the ITnitC'l States. (Tntil her niarri;ige in 
this oouutry, she was in the employ of Mrs. 
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W. L. Dndley. Following are the children 
of Mr. and Mrs. Brandt: liosa, l>orn Feb- 
raarj 21« 1875; Minnie, July 24, 1876; Carl 
January 90, 1878; Jennie, May 11, 1880; 
Lillie, December 15, 1881; Wilhelm, May 
15, 1883; Mary, Mart-h 23, Alfml, 
Ajtril 0. 1888; Anna, December 27, 1890. 
All the children are etill with their parents. 

Mr. Brandt haa the satisfaction of knowing 
that his i^eBBot property has been aeqatred 
through his own efforts, and that he is now 
in independent circnmstances and owes no 
man a dollar, iiis career is but another evi- 
dence of the pottubilities yoang men have for 
advancement in the world when supported 
by strong resolution to rise. He keeps fully 
apace witli tlie progress of his calling in every 
particular, and bis present place is one of the 
neatest and most comfortable boiaestcads of 
the eoanty. 

Politically Mr. Brandt is a Democrat, is a 
patron of worthy causes, and has given hie 
children a good education. 

— ^. ^^ « t ■ g »>« 

apjKOF. C. F. HOFFMAN, La Crosse, 
aPjf Wisconsin. — Kiiroj>e was the birthplace 
of liaudel and Mozart, of Beethoven 
and Mendelssohn and of other great com- 
posers. The mnsieal instrnments whioh held 
the professional world by a kind of involun- 
tary fasf'iiiution wen' made there, nnd the 
most eminent critics ot musical productions 
were nursed amid the inspiratioBa of "Vater- 
land." La Orosse is a well known mnsieal 
center, and among its inhabitants are to be 
found many whoso taste? are at once correct 
and rehned. There is, iherefoi-e, a tempting 
Held here for the musical composer or in- 
stmetor whose reputation as an authority 
cannot be qoestioncd. Such a one is found 
in the person of Prof. G. F. Hitman, eom- 



pojspf of trnisic, teacher of piano, Olgau and 
harmony, at 922 State street. 

Born in Germany, June 19, 1822, he/e- 
oeived a thorough literary education, and 

later, or in 184:6, graduated in music. He 
bcirjui teachlno^ iDusic iiiid followed this pnc- 
cessfully until 1H50, wiicn he crossed the 
ocean to the Unitcnl Statos and located in 
Waukesha county, Wisconsin. In 186B he 
eame to La Crosse and has made his home 
here ever since, teaching music as a business 
and meeting with flattering success. Ue is 
a popular composer of mueic and hsA over 
240 pages, some of which are among the 
best now before the pnblie. He eompoees 
both humorous and sacred piect's, among 
whicli are the following: "The Cradle Son^," 
"Evergreen Grand Waltz," ''Sweet Memo- 
ries," "Grand Concert Paraphrase," **Home 
Pleasnres," **Moming Glory Grand March,*' 
"Welconie Overture " (piano dnet), "The Fast 
Mail," "Hirtl Polka," "Old Water Mill," 
"At Home" (cunipaniun to "Sweet Home"), 
"Capriccio" (for piano and violin), " For- 
ward Grand March," and »*Drearas of the 
Fast" (for piano and violin). Prof. HofTman 
has all the pnjiils lie can accnmmodnte ftti<l has 
made his start in that way. He clerked in the 
store one-half the time for a few years. He 
is a good composer of music and an efficient 
teaeber,as thousands of his pupils can testify. 
He has recommendations from such well 
known source!? as The WeJcinne Musical and 
Home Journal^ Philadelphia; O. J. Church 
ft Co., Mtttieal VitUor^ Cincinnati, Ohio; 
Th9 JfuBMid Bemewt New York, and Oliver 
Diteon <& Co., Boston, Massachusetts. His 
pupils are to be found in ever^' family. 

Prof. Hoffman was married January 8, 
1870, to Miss Joanna Grieeer, and has two 
intercBting children : Jnliaand£dwin. Miss 
Julia is an nccomplished musician, plays 
equally well on the piano and organ, and ex- 
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ecutes the mopt dinioult piece.-; of claasic 
music. She lias had no other teacher than 
her (kther. For several years she has been 
in Loomis* muBie store as elerk and player. 
Edwin, is an artist of great ability in paint- 
ing, ftnd hh work is most IwHntiml and 
attractive. It ifs doubtful if he lia-s a superior 
a^ an artitit ot his a^e — i^ixtet^u yanrn — in the 
State. Also lie is a great poultry fander and 
breeder, taking premiums at the poultry fair 
here and at other places. Keeps tirst-class 
etock of wliite Leghorns and Cochins. Both 
children are extraordinary specialists in their 
line. Prof, Hoffman and wife are members 
of the German Lutheran Church, and are 
eitizens of whom La Crosse may jnstlj be 
proud. The I'rofesisor ig a rneinher of the 1. 
O. O. F., and takes little interest in politics. 

fOllN J. ESCH, attorney. La Crosse. 
Wisconsin.-— Ot" the tnany prominent 
names that make up the t^treiij^th of tiie 
Wisconsin bar is that of John J. Each, who 
is a ion of Henry and Matilda (Menn) Eeoh, 
the father a native of Westphalia. Germany, 
and the mother of St. Charles, Mi^t^miri, 
though of German parentage. The father | 
was formerly a grocery man, bnt is now re- 
tired. He is a good, honorable and roHable 
Oitixen, being in every way worthy of the 
(•«tpem in which lie i.s lield. He is now 
tiixty-live years of Jige and the mother is 
til'ty-four. They reared live children, four 
sons and one daughter, of whom John J. is 
second in order of birth. Otie son, Dr. S. IL 
Esch, is a practicing physician in Keill.-'ville, 
Clnrk county, Wisconsin; another son, Will- 
iam A., is clerk itj a grocery store at Sparta, 
and the other two, George and Ella, are 
attending school. 
John J. Eseh was bom in Monroe connty, * 



Wiscoiinin, Marc.li 20, IStJl, and he recei^'od 
his earlier education in Spurta iiigh sciiool. 
Later he entered the State University, classi- 
cal course, class of 1882, and afterward 
entered the law department of the same In- 
tititution, praduatinii; in 18S7. In July of 
that year he began practieing at La Crosse 
and has remaineil here ever since. The tinu 
name is Winter, Esoh A Winter, and they 
have been doing a very satisfsetory bosineas. 
lie was City Treasurer of Sparta for one terra, 
was Captain of the State Militia there for 
threo years, and he has just resigned the 
office cl Captain of the CHateway City Guards 
of La Crosse. 

Mr. Esch was married December 24, 1889, 
to Mins Anna IIcr?»;t. the third of .«ix ehil- 
dreii, all of wliom are living, born to the 
marriage of Fred Herbst of Sparta. She was 
a pnpil of the high school at Sparta, bnt did 
not titiish her course. Her parents are Still 
livinf^ and are honored residents of Sparta. 
Oiu! child. Paul H., has blpsged J\Ir. and 
Mrs. Ebcb'a union. Butli Mr. and Mrs. Escb 
are members of the Congregatiotial Church. 
Mr. Each, like all the members of the Esch 
family, is a stanch Republican and takes a 
doeided interest in political matters. He i? 
a public-spirited citizen, is a man of decided 
views, and not only stands deservedly high 
in his profesrion, bnt is held high In the es- 
timation of his associates. He forms warm 
personal attachments and has many sinosre 
friends. 

§( >N. J. J. HOG AN has for many years 
been so closely eonnected witii the lead- 
ing businesa tiiierests of La Crosse that 
a histwy of the connty wonld be incomplete 
without an extended account of his career. 
He is a son of Janes and Honora U. (Bar* 
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rows) Ilogan, the father being a native of St. 
Johns, Nowfunndland, and the mother liav- 
iug lived tiiere since her childhood. Jamea 
Hogktt IMS eftptein of ft TMael wd followed 
tlie sea for forty yews; he eommanded the 
the flag-sbip of the first flour fleet that went 
aronnd Cape Horn in to tlic gold 

*' diggina " of California; he vvas an employe 
of the large shipping house of Toban & Co., 
London He came West with his family in 
1847 hthI settled them in Sheboygan eottttty, 
W iscoiisiii, (iiid tlitMi retnrnc^d to the M-ater; ' 
be was Inirri in 1S05 and dit'd in IHSlJ; hie I 
wite died in 1873, at the age of ti(t\ tive years. 
They had bom to them a family of thirteen 
cIiildren,only three of whom aie living at the 
present time: Stephen B., an anfrlculturist of 
Ashlan<l county. Wisconsin; J. J., tlio subject 
of this notice, and Mis. N. B. Hoiway, whose 
hnshand'n biography appears on another p^e 
of this Ti>)araeu 

Ur. Ilogan had only the advantages 
aflPorded by the common seliools ot liis dny; 
lie came to LaCrosae ia 1857, and the follow- 
ing year laid the foundation of his present 
prosperous bosine«s; the villain was a small 
one, quite in proposition to his capital; by 
wise manaprement and the exerci&« of a 
naturally good judgment, he hae extended 
his business enterprises until he is now one 
of the leading merchants of this seetion o! 
the State. He owns a wholesale grocery and 
in connection witli this operates the La 
Crtip-e cnfrct' and hpice mills, manufacturing 
albo bakiiig-puwder and extracts; he is vice- 
president of the La Crosse Soap Company, 
president of the La Oruese Mannfaetorers' and 
Jobbers' Union, and deals largely in hanl- 
wo<)d and agricultural lands. He was elwted 
Mayor of the city of La Cros«e in 1875 and 
again in 1876; he was a member of the As- 
sentbly in 1888, and was re-elected in 1890; 
dnring the term of 1891 he was elected 



Speaker of the House; his vote in bis district 
wats 2.81)0 against .Mfrcfl Harrison, Repub- 
lican, who received 1,69b rotea; U. G.Miller, 
Probibiiionist, received 180 -votea. In his 
official career the same earnestness and candor 
have l)een exercised that have marked his 
private business tmni^aetions, and he Iuib re- 
flected great credit upon himself, as well as 
upon his constitaency. 

Mr. Hogan was married, December 34, 
1863, to Miss Amanda Cook, a daughter of 
K. Fox Cook, of Milwaukee, ,t prominent 
Democrat and a lawyer: he wnt^ a nictnbcr of 
the Legislatures of Michigan and also of New 
Tork and Wisconsin; he died in La Oroese, at 
the age of eighty-two years; his wife is still 
living; thov had a family of sevf>n children, 
four of whom grew to maturity. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ilogan are the parents of four children: 
Qertrode M. is a graduate of Smith College, 
Maesaehusetts; Loin H. has completed a four 
years' course in music at Smith's College; 
John D. is a student at Canisius Colh»<;e, 
Buffalo, New York; James C. ha» always 
attended private school, and is now a pupil of 
Prof. Reynolds, one of the most prominent 
educators of tlie Slate. 

OBERT CONEY, who baa the honor to 
be numbered among the early settlers 

of r.ii Cropse county, was born in 
Athtnry, connty (Jalway. Irelnnd, in 1823. 
II i£ parents, John and Klixabeth ^Alexander) 
Coney, were also natives of Ireland, and lived 
and died there. Robert attended school until 
he was thirteen years old. Although a mere 
lad ho deterniincd to try his fortune in the 
New World, and accordingly emigrated to 
America, locating in New Brunswick, where 
his nnde-iU'law, Mr. French, bad a lucrative 
eontraot for furnishing snpplies to the British 
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army of tlie province, assis^ting him in his 
Vtus!ne«s until he was twenty-one. Then? ho 
was variously employed, earniiif^ his living, 
l>Ut ftVMled himirtf of everj opportunity that 
offered to gain an ednoation. He cMmtinned 
there antil he was twenty-nne years of age, 
returniTi<r to Ireland in 1*^44. There he ein- \ 
barked in the mercantile trade, whicii he con- 
tinued until 1851. The attractions of Amer- 
ica again became too strong for family ties 
or native land, bo he once more crossed tlie 
sea, and after tliis :irri\iil Ihtc he &ettlt'<l in 
New Yorii city. He ciiterenl tlie employ of 
Wliitiock, I^icholB <te Wliitlock, wholeeaic 
grocers, 84 Proni street* and was with this 
fam. three years; and was with Hews, Jenkins 
»fe Chandler, 308 Broadway, two years. The 
following three years were fpent in IWton, 
Maftsachusetts, where he was purchasing 
agent for a New Branswiek house. 

In 1858 1m joined the great oaravan liien 
moving to tlie West, and stopping in Wis- 
consin located in Milwaukee. He secured a 
situation in the shops ot the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee it 8t Paul Railroad, and for threft 
years followed this business. In 1861 be re- 
moved to La Crosse, and was employed in the 
shop-; of the same eompany until 1888. Since 
that titiio lie has not been actively engaged in 
any business. For the pa>>t four years he \\m 
tieen Justice of the Peaoe, and for one term 
ho was Assessor ct Campliell township. Tn 
all the walks of life he has conducted liiin^clf 
with upriphtne.s^, and has won un fii\iK!ile 
reputation in every coninuinity in wliiuh liu 
has lived. 

Mr. Ooney was ntarried, in 1862, in Now 
York city, to Miss Mary Creden, and of this 
nnion fnnr children have been l>orn: John K. 
is train despatcher for the Chicago, Burling- 
ton ^ Northern Railroad at La Crosse; 
Robert is a machinist, residing at Sumas 
eity, Washington; Anna is the wife of George 



Fisher, of La Crosse, and the mother of one 
child, Rdbert; Emma keeps house for lier 
father and brother. They are all meml>ersof 
the Catholic Church. 

■-■i { . i i < . ^ .'- 



I». CAJ>AIiAN, ono of the pioneers of 
1851, is a native of Pennsylvauia, born 
^ in Montgomery coanty, i>eoember 90, 
1^19. His parents, John and Sarah Calahau, 
were nritivc? (jf the Siime State: t lie father was 
u wheelwright by trade; he served as a soldier 
in the war of 1812, and the paternal grand- 
Ikthor, Hugh Calaban, fought in the Revoln- 
tionary struggle. In his yonth onr anhject 
hiiil but few educ4itional advantan;o8, and it 
wfis throiif^h his own efforts that he gained 
suthcient knowledge to tit him for the duties 
of life. At the age of sixteen years he went 
to learn the carpenter's trade, and Collowed 
this occupation during his residence in Penn- 
sylvaniu. In 1S44 hecunie West to Wfil worth 
county, WiscoDsin, and worked at his trade 
for one year; at the end of twelve montiis he 
determined to engage in agrienltnal pursuits, 
which he continued three years. In 1848 he 
went tt) Heart Prairie and took cbarfje of the 
manufacturing business of Kubier A- Whit- 
ney; this he conducted successfully for two 
yvars. In 1861, as before stated, he came to 
La Crusoe; this whs in June, and after a 
month's sojourn he returned to Heart Prai- 
rto; in the fall, however, he eaine again to 
La Crosse and located permanently; until 
1869 hewaa engaged in general bnildiug, but 
he then tnnied bis attention to the conatrnc- 
tian of railway bridges, and for many years 
was employed by the railroad companies hav- 
ing lines traversing the Mississippi valley; 
ho built all die bridgea of the Turkey River 
Railroad, the Chippewa Valley Railrosd, 
the Narrow Gauge road from the M^> 
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■ittippi to Preston, Mimicsotu, htkI did a 
lar<^ amount of work for tlie Cliicn'o. Mil- 
waukee is, 8t. Fan I ro:id, and absisU-d in the 
boilding of the dock at Ashland on the Lako 
8hor» road. For the last ten jeara he haa 
practically retired from thia line of work. In 
lb90, however, he superintended tlie coii- 
strnction of the driving bridge acrofid the 
Mississippi at La Crosse. 

Mr. Calaban has not ooafioed hia iutoreata 
to'bnsinos alone, bat has given mneb thought 
to the political qnestionsnf the day. In early 
days he whh n Wliia. and ciist his lirst jirosi- 
duntial vote for liarri«ju ; tiitice the torination 
of the Republican party he has lealonsly 
supported ita roeasurea. He ia a man of 
sterlin<; traits of character, and enjoys the 
lii'jlicrtt regard of the people amon<^ whom lie 
hh6 lived so many years. His buaioess trans- 
actions have been of unquestionable fairness, 
and won him a patronage as truly apprecia- 
tive a* it waa wide-apread. 



l^yUANOIS M. SIS80N, a rasident of La 
C'rosse county from early infan<^f is 

nuinl)ered among the reliable agricult- 
urists of Farminfffon tovin.ship. Jle was 
born in Walworth county, this State, March 
27, 1862, the youngest in ^ liunily of 
George Sisson, one of the earliest pioneers of 
the county, arriving herein December, 1851, 
and in May the next year reinovinir bin fam- 
ily to their new home oh the frontier. The 
father was born in Hampden county, Massa- 
chusetts, at Wilbraham, Jnly 14, 1804, the 
son of Augustus Siaaon; and the latter was 
born at Slorn'ngton, Connecticut, witnpppod 
in early boyhood the battle fought there 
during the lievolutiouary w&r, and died at 
Willoaghby, Ohio, aboat 1848. George 
Sisaon was reared as a farmer, remaining 



in New England until he was eighteen 

years of age, when he moved to Geanga 
ronnty. Ohio, where he lived until lS4f?. In 
that year he came to Walworth county, Wis- 
consin, and In 1853 settled in Lewia valley, 
obtaining the last etailtt in the settlement. 
Here he lived for forty years, wittiossinu the 
wonderful de\ elo[)tnent of tlie niitnral re- 
sources of the country, l>eariug the privations 
and hardship* of a pioneer settler, and at last 
nuking the reward of an indnstriona and 
honorable life. lie was married in Ohio, at 
the ago of twt iity two years, to Lucia Ema- 
liue Bartholomew, a native of Gosbeo, Con- 
neetient, and a daughter of John and Abby 
fiartholomew. Nine children were born of 
this union: Oscar O., Margaret M., wife of 

A. (1. Welch; Oree A., Olen G., Selena S., 
Olunxi) S., Francis M., the subject of this 
notice, and two who died in infancy. lu tiie 
late war four of the sons went ont in defense 
of their country, as follows: Oscar O^ who 
served two years in Company I. Eirrlith Wis- 
consin Volunteer infantry, and tive ypars in 
Company F, Second United States Artillery; 
Glen G. and Oree A., members of Company 

B, Second Wisconsin Cavalry for two years; 
and Olonzo S. belonged to the same company 
four yparjs. 

The mother of tlie above family passed 
from this li<b in 1871, leaving her bnsband, 
who survived her, until Febrnary 22, 1892, 

when he died, at the age of eighty-seven yean 
and a little more, U[)on the homcstcid whero 
he had lived continuously for forty years. 
The remains were interred in the Farmington 
cemetery, beside tliose of his wife, there to 
await the morning of the resurrection of the 
fn-?t. Tie was a strong RepiiMioan: whs 
ehiiirmau of the first liepublican committee 
of Farmington towuship. For many years 
he and his wife belonged to the lietliodisi 
Episcopal Church. 
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Francis M. SiBgoa was reared to the life of 
a farmer in this county, receiving hie edoca- 

tion in the common echooU. Ho spent ten 
winters in the w<ii»ils ainl oti the <li-i\ e, where 
he wiig n cnpaMe iind vulueii huini. At the 
age of twont^-eiglit yearn he married Miss 
Marian MoPherson, a native of Trempealeau 
oonnty, Wiaconsiu, and a dau<;hterof .Eldward 
and I*olly (Uiilaker) McPherson. Two 
brothers of Mr?. Sisson were soldiers in the 
late Wkr, aud lost their lives in the service of 
their oonntrj: their namea were Napoleon 
and Peter. 

Mr. and Mre. ffiteon are the parent* of 
three children: Geori,'e and Nellie May, who 
are living, aud Jennie Kachel, who difd at 
the age of two yesnt and Uiree numtha. 6h» 
WM a bright and beantifnl child, and her 
death was a ead trial to their parents. Mr. 
Sii-son owns tlic oM homestead, whicli is one 
of tlio tinest farms in Lewie valley; it consiijts 
of 130 acres, in a state of hi;;h cultivation, 
upon wliieh a part of the village of Mindoro 
is located. 



in life at the age of nineteen years as a school 
teai^r, Imt at the end of one term began 

clerking tn a clothing establisliment, and one 
year later ontcrcfl a liqnor e^tubli-ilinient in 
the same c-apacily I n he opened a wine 
house of his own in Farley, Iowa, and two 
and one half years later heeaiue assoeiated 
with Mr. Callihan in the same hnsiness in 
the city of Lh Crosse. Frotn the start they 
havf !)een «n('cnf";fii!. Iwintr en;ih!od t!irnn"h 
their connections to obtain ptire goods. They 
have oondnoted their bneiaess on the elevated 
plane of mercantile honor, and being practi- 
cally conversant with it they havo made 
their house a representatire one. 
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[OQN A. ELLIOTT, a member of the 
well known wholesale liquor tirm of 
Elliott <k Callihan, of Lri Crosse. Wis- 
consin, was born in Io>v:i. Ft Sni iry 7, 
to Andrew and Mary (McGiiigauj Elliott, 
they being also natives of the Elawkeye 
Stat*. The father, who was a fiirmer and lead 
miner, died in 1H88, at the age of seventy-fonr 
years, but liiiJ widow still aurvis f- liiin and is ] 
an honored and respected rcsidcrit of the State 
of her birth. She is now ia her sixty-sixtb 
year, and is, as was her husband, a member of 
the Catholic Church. Iler children are as \ 
follows: Katie, Jolm A. ntn! IT- iiry .M.: the 
latter a resident of Dnke, Montana. Katie 
is deceased. John A. Elliott first started out f 



of tiic tirm of Elliott & Callihan, 
wliolesiaie liquor dealers, of La 
Crosse, Wisconsin, and they have a reputa- 
tion onsurpssed in the United States for the 
quality of their gomls, the purity of which is 
unquestioned. Mr. C.iHihan was lK)rn in 
Dnbntjfie county, iowa, August 23, 1S58, to 
John and Mary ^Foley) Callihan, who were 
born in the Emerald Isle. They now reside 
in Dubuque county, lowa, and of a family of 
eleven children born to them the subject of 
tliifj sketch is the fourth. In 187S ^fiehfiel 
Caliilmn began working on a railruud in Col- 
orado, and for some time was employed in 
the shops at Denver and Leadville, and later 
held the position of Hreman on a tnun for 
iihont one yenr ;ind !i half. After gome time 
spent in Farley, iowa, iu the employ of Mc- 
Gee A Co., he formed his present portuersbip 
Willi Mr. Elliott, and from December, 1884, 
until Jnne, 1SS6, they sold groceries and 
liquors at Farley. Tn t!ie ]:i>f mentioned year 
tiiey moved to La Cross^e anil be^an business 
with a small capital and a small stock, and 
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th«j now enrrj a fall line of imported and 

domestic wines and liqnorif which are han- 
dled both in bulk atul In cases. Their stock 
is now valued at about $10,000, and tiiey do 
twice the bntiDeas of any like e^tablishnaent 
in tlie city. 

Mr. CalHhan was married September 8, 
1889, to Murv A., dnngliter of Francis 

iiubely, of Dyersville, Iowa. Tliev have one 
childf a bright and promising little girl 
named Harjr. Mr. and Mra. Oalliban artf 
members of the Gatiiolic Chnrch. Mr. Cal- 
lihan has been traveling for the firm over 
Iowa, Wisconsin. Minnesota and South 
DakotH, and in bufiinesti circles he is highly 
regarded for hie int^rity and ability. 
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